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As I write this newsletter, I am sitting in the Charlotte Airport with three of our staff
members (Alan, Jason, and Bryan). We have just completed our Adventures in Faith
(AIF) and are headed to Houston for the ECO Gathering. Reflecting on the AIF, I am
truly grateful for how God has blessed our church and for where He is taking us.
James Choung challenged us this past weekend by helping us to understand the
“Question of the Day” across different generations (Is it true? Is it real? Is it good? Is
it beautiful?). He presented a simple way to share the “Good News” of our Christian
faith across generations and gave us opportunity to practice or test this out with one
another on Sunday evening. James closed out our weekend by inspiring our
congregation to be intentional in considering where our Samaria was and who God
might be placing on our hearts to share the Good News of the Gospel message.
What a blessing to have experienced this all together as a church! And I am grateful
for how so many of you helped make this happen- the planning, food, fellowship,
worship, nursery, and active participation. Again, thank you!
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Our vision team continues to meet and we are excited to be officially entering phase I of implementation. The
session approved a design plan that will go before our city to help define the entrances to our church- parking lot
and buildings. You may receive a few glimpses of these concepts from time to time in worship. For example, the
banner that was used in a children’s sermon to show how we can better tell our story on the campus of our
church. We will do our best to communicate the implementation of our vision as details begin to emerge. Also, we
are excited for the 100-day Bible reading challenge (E-100) that will begin in February. There will be small group
opportunities and the reading plan will directly align with the preaching on Sunday mornings as well as with PYF.
You are invited to participate individually or join a group.
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Dave
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ECO NATIONAL GATHERING 2018!

ECO National Gathering 2018
Our denomination is now in it's sixth year and has much to celebrate. We now have 361 congregations, 22
presbyteries, and most importantly, a growing desire to be an effective force for the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. This year's ECO National Gathering theme, Renovate, was meant to be a reminder that although
God has done some great things, we should continue to seek renewal and revitalization because he is not
done with us yet. Drawing from Nehemiah, the common theme of the week was a call to continue to rise up
and build.

STEWARDSHIP
Giving your time, your talents, and
your tithes to God’s work…

FPCM was well represented this year with 12 of our folks meeting in Houston to learn together and do a lot
of laughing in the process. We were greatly encouraged by spirit filled worship services, main session
speakers and breakout sessions that challenged us to think differently about leadership, power, mission, and
being disciples right where God has planted us.
Keynote speakers Ed Stetzer, Kyle Strobel, and Condoleezza Rice encouraged us to draw close to the scriptures, to embrace the power of prayer, and to push back against the ways of the world. The following is a
snapshot of some highlights from the week. Bryan, our youth director, was excited about the strong emphasis on building up new and young leadership, not just to be the next generation, but for the gifts that they offer right now. Three of our folks were smitten by the possibility of connecting with the ECO Presbytery of
Alaska that is in need of church partnership. And everyone was encouraged by the stories shared of God's
faithfulness to the churches in the denomination that have faced various challenges and opportunities. To all
of us it was evident that God is at work.
Our new North Carolina Presbytery met for the first time and our very own Debbie Hyatt gave a great presentation about the past and upcoming Woman's Spring Gathering. She invited women from the other churches
and I have a feeling attendance is going to be high! At the Synod meeting your four delegates, Pastor Dave,
Karen Shore, Harry Weyer and I voted on a new list of confessions. We now have fewer than before, but
stay tuned for more updates about that in next month's newsletter.
We all are grateful to see what is happening in our denomination and felt privileged to be a part of the national gathering. Thanks for the prayers for our trip and please continue to lift up our denomination and it's leaders. Lots of good things ahead.
In Christ,
Jason
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE

E100 READING GROUPS SCHEDULE

E100 Reading Groups Registration! For 14 weeks, beginning the week of February 12, Bible study groups will
meet at church and in homes to discuss the readings of the E100 Bible program. This is an opportunity to
enhance the Bible reading experience through the sharing of insight, opportunity to ask questions, group
processing, and prayer. Sign-up sheets are located in the fellowship hall and parlor.
Classes will be offered as follows:
Monday, February 12 – May 7, 2:00 p.m. in church library
Facilitated by Ellen Auten

Notes of Thanks


Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for all our prayers, thoughts,
cards, calls, and texts. Your support continues to
comfort our family. We are so grateful for our First
Presbyterian Church family.
Sincerely,

Sharing Sorrows
Please remember the following people who have
recently experienced the death of a loved.
 Marshall Crouch, death of wife, Rosie Crouch.
 death of mother, Willie Allison.

The Rosie Crouch Family



The family of Willie Allison sincerely thanks each of
you for your prayers, cards, visits and other
expressions of sympathy during our time of loss.
Your love and kindness has lifted us up and given us
strength. Mom loved her church and each of you.
May God bless each of you.



Many, many thanks for all the phone calls, cards,
notes and your prayers during my multiple ailments.
A special thanks to Jason for his visit, and to Lynelle
& Greg for filling in at the piano. I appreciate you.
Frances Howie

Tuesday, February 13 – May 8, 2:00 p.m. in church library
Facilitated by Pastor Dave Rockness
Tuesday, February 13 – May 8, 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Facilitated by Zoot McClure (Men's Group)
Thursday, February 15 – May 10, 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Facilitated by Carol McClure (Women's Group)
Saturday, February 17 - May 12, 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall and the Sentas home. (20's & 30's)
Facilitated by Jason and Stephanie Sentas
.

SAVE THE DATE!
Caregiver Education & Resource Summit
Dementia Support for Family & Professional Caregivers
Date: February 26, 2018
Time: 9am—10am Registration
10am—3pm Programs/Lunch
Location: Williamson’s Chapel United Methodist Church
575 Brawley School Road
Mooresville, NC 28117
Registration includes: complimentary lunch, programs (4 nursing CE’s), information provided by the resources of supporting
sponsors, caregiver consultation, availability for 1:1 conversations.
This is your opportunity to attend & receive updated dementia care support! For more information, call Stuart Madow at 704-7753624
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PYF & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS!!!
Middle
School PYF
Grades 7-8

VBS & CHURCH SCHOOL SOCIAL!!!!

High
School PYF
Grades 912

February Calendar

Sundays
Feb 4: Combined PYF Super Bowl (St. Mark’s Lutheran Church)
Feb 11: Middle School 3-5pm; High School 5-7:30pm
Feb 18: Washington DC PYF Trip
Feb 25: Middle School 3-5pm; High School 5 –7:30pm
Wednesdays
Feb 7, 14, 21, 28 Supper Club @ 6:15pm
Fridays:
Feb 2: PYF Fusion Teen Center (Mooresville, NC)
Feb 9: TBD
Feb 16: NO PYF—Washington DC Trip
Feb 23: TBD

Logos/MSM February Dates
Mid-week program for children and youth in grades 1-8
February Dates
Sunday, February 4– MSM Handbells ring at 11:00 am
worship service
Wednesday, February 7—NASCAR Night
Wednesday, February 14—Valentine’s Night
Sunday, February 18—Logos Choir sings at 11:00 am
worship service
Wednesday, February 21—Winter Olympics
Sunday, February 25—Handbells ring at 11:00 am worship service
Wednesday, February 28—Retro/Blast from the Past
Night

Vacation Bible School News

This summer’s Vacation Bible School will be held
Monday, July 16 – Friday, July 20, from 9:30 am – noon. Be sure
to mark off those dates on your brand new 2018 calendars!
VBS Planning Committee meeting – Sunday, February 11 at 4:00
pm – Come join the fun as we select this year’s curriculum and
begin making plans for VBS.

February Special Event at Logos/MSM
Wednesday, February 14—Ash Wednesday
Bible Classes will be held in the sanctuary with a special
Ash Wednesday message from Rev. Jason Sentas.
Logos/MSM Payment Reminder
Please pay all Logos/MSM tuition fees as soon as
possible. If you would like to request a scholarship,
please contact Valerie, Stephanie or Ellen Auten. In
addition, please contact Valerie, Stephanie or Ellen if
you would like to provide financial support for a Logos/
MSM participant.

First Kids Worship

An age-appropriate worship service for children in 1st – 5th grades, held during the 11:00 am worship service
February schedule:
Sunday, February 4—First Kids Worship
Sunday, February 11—First Kids Worship
Sunday, February 18—First Kids Worship
Sunday, February 25—First Kids Worship

We Love Church School Social

Everyone is invited to a “We Love Church School”
Social on Sunday, February 11 at 10:00 am in the
fellowship hall. Come enjoy warm fellowship with your church family, along with some delicious
breakfast refreshments before heading to regular church school classes. We’ll emphasize our
LOVE for Church School, as well as our love and appreciation for our church school teachers.
Wonderful things happen each week at Church School as adults and children learn more about loving God, loving others, and making disciples. Come join us!
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Congregation News!

SAINT’S ALIVE
Saints Alive

Saints Alive is our “older” adult fellowship group – meets on 3rd Tuesday at 12:30 pm for lunch, with monthly field
trips.

SaintsAlive!

Fun & Fellowship group will meet at Captain's Galley

on Thursday, February 8th at 6:00.

3rd Floor Cleaning Day
Our cleaning project has moved upstairs to the
3rd floor! We need help organizing and cleaning
several storage areas on the 3rd floor and will
begin this project on Monday, February 5 at
10:00 am. Please contact Ellen Auten (704-6645275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) if you have
questions and/or you would like to volunteer.

Library News
During February, the cart outside the library will have
books written by our Adventures in Faith speakers. Speakers include:
John Guest – January 2016
Steve Brown – September 2016
Walter Kaiser – January 2017
Leighton Ford – September 2017
James Choung – January 2018
Please take this opportunity to check out and read
some excellent reading material.

SAINTS ALIVE TRIP
FRIDAY, MARCH 2

SAINTS ALIVE LUNCHEON
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 @
12:30PM

The monthly Saints Alive luncheon ($4) will
be held Tuesday, February 20 at 12:30 pm
in the fellowship hall. We’ll continue the
February Valentine’s heart theme, so wear
your red or pink to our Valentine luncheon,
and come enjoy a festive holiday luncheon.
The program will be presented by our Parish Nurse, Debbie Lackey, RN. Debbie will
share information about our congregation’s
newly developed parish nursing position,
and will be available to answer questions
about her role as our Parish Nurse.

The Saints Alive group is planning a trip to visit the
Billy Graham Library in Charlotte on Friday, March
2. The library is a walk through the history of Billy
Graham’s life and ministry, from his boyhood home
to the Library building styled after a dairy barn to
the beautiful gardens surrounding the buildings. The tour begins and ends with multimedia
presentations of Mr. Graham’s ministry to millions
in 185 countries around the world. The group
plans to leave at 10:00 a.m., tour the Library and
enjoy lunch at the Graham Brothers Dairy Bar at
the Library. Please contact Ellen Auten to make a
reservation(704-664-5275;
ellen@mooresvillefpc.org).

Our donation item for February is to bring
cans of soup to donate to Mooresville
Christian Mission.
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CHILI COOK OFF—SUNDAY, FEB 25, 2018

Join us on Sunday, February 25, 2018 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. for a Chili
Cook-off where you get to be the judge of the next FPC Chili King or
Queen. Tickets are $5/adult; $3/child; and $20/family maximum. Your ticket gets you a cup, a spoon, and the opportunity to try a wide variety of
chili. There will also be opportunity to bid on some amazing silent auction
items. All proceeds will go to our mission partner, Hope of Mooresville
(HOMe). Tickets will be available starting on February 4th in the parlor
following church, in the church office, or at the door day of event. We are
looking for folks to donate and/or gather some silent Auction
Items. Please contact Maria Heilman or Jason Sentas with question.

WOMEN’S BEACH RETREAT—MAY 4-6

OK
LADIES,
COME
AWAY
WITH
US!!!
Mark your calendars now for our women’s beach
retreat, May 4-6, Caswell Beach/Ft. Caswell, NC. We
have rented two cottages and would love to have women
of all generations share this time together. More
information to come!

COMMUNITY & OUTREACH NEWS!
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ at First Presbyterian,
We want to thank you so much for your support, encouragement,
and prayers as we have the privilege of sharing God’s love and His
word with church leaders in remote places who are so hungry for
training, along with many pastors, elders, and other leaders having
received no Bible or theological training of any kind. This year we
trained in South Africa, Zambia, Long Island, Bahamas and the
Dominican Republic, as well as teaching in churches here at home.
We never feel alone, as you truly go with us in your prayer and
support. The latest news is in the blog at www.dougandabby.org, but
we look forward to coming to share with you in person in March.
Much love,
Abby & Doug Vinez

Dear Friends,
Happy New Year to you and your family.
Thank you so much for the generous donation you recently made to
the Mooresville Area Christian Mission. Your gifts help those less
fortunate in our community as they work their way out of poverty.
Although the season of giving is over, the need remains...especially
during this particularly cold winter. No child should have to feel cold
or hungry or go to sleep worrying about their parents’ financial situations. We hope you’ve received information about our “Bridges Out
of Poverty” program through which we help families work their way
out of poverty. It’s helping many of our clients and their children learn that poverty doesn't have to be permanent. If you
haven't received information about this program, please sign onto our website and request information. You can also
call the Mission at 704-664-2357 to request a tour.
God Bless you and yours!
Sincerely,
Valerie Chamberlain

BOY SCOUT TROOP 166

With spring right around the corner Troop 166 looks to the future with our new scouts
coming aboard. Webelos II’s from Pack 166 and Pack 364 will soon join the ranks
of our Troop and begin their journey through Boy Scouts and hopefully, many will
be on the path toward Eagle. Bridging ceremonies will take place over the next
couple of months and the next generation will be earning merit badges. To help
them on the way our boys have already laid out a new scout campout to begin
teaching new skills. The older scouts will be assisting the boys in making fires,
setting up tents, and many of the new skills they will need for the next few years.
The first campout as Boys Scouts is usually close to home to make the new guys
more comfortable. It looks like this year we will be at Sheperd’s Woods in the
nearby Shepherd community.
Plans are also being made for Scout Sunday. Boys from the Troop will be ushers, hand out bulletins, etc. as our church celebrates its partnership with the
Troop. Boys will be in uniform as they take part in our worship, so take the time to
speak to them and let them know how much we appreciate their hard work in becoming
leader in our community.
Troop !66 continues to produce Eagle Scouts as 3 more of our boys are moving
along with projects in various stages. Check in next month in the newsletter for an update on our Eagles.
Marion “Zoot” McClure
Assistant Scout Master
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Dear David Rockness & First Presbyterian Church,
The Mooresville Soup Kitchen would like to thank you for your monetary donation received on December 14, 2017. Your donation helps us
to continue our mission to serve those in need within our community
by providing nourishing meals, a variety of classes and information
groups, showers, and laundry facilities. We really appreciate your support and wish you many blessings in the New Year.
Sincerely,

a

Karolyn
Volunteer Mooresville Soup Kitchen
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PRESCHOOL NEWS!!!

FINANCIAL MATTERS
Dear Preschool Families,

ONLINE GIVING -- CHANGE
Due to excessive charges, online giving using a Credit
Card will end on December 31, 2017. Beginning January 1, 2018, the only option for donating online will be
by Bank Account Transfer.

We had a busy January! The children were learning about snow and then God delivered us a great snowstorm to
let us frolic, build snowmen and go whizzing down sledding hills! We kicked off 2018 with Pancakes and Pajama
Day. The children looked adorable in their Star Wars, Frozen, and Super hero PJ’s. The children loved eating
pancakes with syrup on this special day.
It’s almost Super Bowl Time! We will have Football Fever Days on February 1st and 2nd. Dress your child is his/her
favorite football team (including local, college or NFL) jersey or sports attire. This will get us ready for the big Super Bowl!
As February continues, we are looking forward to meeting with you during Parent conferences. Our conferences
are scheduled for Monday, February 12th. Preschool will not be in session that day to allow the teachers to meet
with parents individually. We are anxious to share your child’s progress with you!
We will be celebrating our friendship on Valentine’s Day. Our classroom parties are scheduled for Tuesday and
Wednesday, February 13th and 14th. Please check your child’s classroom calendar and newsletter for more information about the parties. It will be a “sweet” day!
February 19th Preschool is closed in honor of President’s Day.
This month we will have a visit from team members from Dr. Robert’s dental office. The children will participate in
hands-on flossing, brushing and other dental activities. We’ll be making smiles bright that day!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4

This may sound like a crazy request, but we are in need of plastic parmesan shakers. Mrs. Margaret’s class will be
using them to make bug houses. As you finish one up at home, please drop it in the preschool office, The Bunnies
Classroom or church office. Thank you!

Congregational Meeting: There will be a congregational meeting Sunday, February 4, immediately following
the 11:00 am worship service. The purpose is to communicate the approved budget for 2018.

A BIG thank you to everyone who sent in milk jugs. We have fun igloos for the children to use their imaginations!
Soon the igloos will turn into dinosaur dens during our Dinosaur Units!
Sending you big preschool hugs,
Mrs. Lori and the Preschool Staff
”A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another:
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” John
13:34 EVS
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February Birthdays

1
2
3
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal 2:00 pm Set up for HOMe
7:30 am Breakfast for
Breakfast
HOMe (Hope of
Mooresville)

4
Boy Scout Sunday
E100 Launch
9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship/MSM Bells
12:00 pm Congregational Mtg.
5:00 pm Combined PYF
Super (St. Mark’s Lutheran)

10:00 am Cleaning Day
1:00 pm FPC Volunteers
Mooresville Soup Kitchen
5:30 pm MCM Circles
6:15 pm Exaltation Ringers
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Vision Team Mtg.
7:15 pm Christian Ed. Mtg.

11
9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
Social
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship
3:00 pm MS PYF
3:00 pm Prayer Shawl Group
4:00 pm VBS Planning Mtg.
5:00 pm HS PYF
5:30 pm Deacons Meeting
7:00 pm Committee Meetings

12
Preschool Closed
2:00 pm Circle 1
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Ellen)
5:30 pm MCM Circles
6:15 pm Exaltation Ringers
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop
Committee
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Personnel Committee

13
6:30 am Young Dad’s Group
10:00 am Circle 4
12:00 pm Circle 5
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Dave)
6:15 pm Circle 3
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group
(Zoot)

18

19
Preschool Closed
PYF Washington DC
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Ellen)
5:30 pm MCM Circles
6:15 pm Exaltation Ringers
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Vision Team Mtg.

20
12:30 pm Saints Alive
Luncheon
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Dave)
6:15 pm Cub Scouts
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group
- Men’s (Zoot)

25

26
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Ellen)
5:30 pm MCM Circles
6:15 pm Exaltation Ringers
7:00 pm Boy Scouts

27
6:30 am Young Dad’s Group Preschool Closed
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
(Dave)
7:15 pm Chancel Choir
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
6:30 pm E 100 Study
Group—Men’s (Zoot)

PYF Washington DC
9:00 am First Praise w/
Communion
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship w/
Communion & Logos Choir

10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship w/MSM
Bells
3:00 pm MS PYF
5:00 pm HS PYF
5:00 pm Chili Cook-Off
6:30 pm Session Meeting
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5

6:30 pm Cub Scouts

6

10:00 am Women’s Affinity
Groups Council
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
6:15 pm Supper Club
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

7

14
Ash Wednesday
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
4:30 pm Logos/MSM w/ Ash
Wednesday service (Bible
Class)
6:15 pm Supper Club
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

Newsletter Articles Due
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
4:30 pm Logos/MSM
6:15 pm Supper Club
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

21

28

8
6:00 pm Fun and Fellowship
(Captain’s Galley)
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal

9

10
4:00 pm PYF (Show at
Northside Church)

15
11:30 am Ladies to Lunch
PYF Washington DC
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group—
Women’s (Carol)
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal

16

17
PYF Washington DC
10:00 am E 100 Study
Group—20’s & 30’s
(Jason & Stephanie)

22
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group—
Women’s (Carol)
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal

23

24
10:00 am E 100 Study
Group—20’s & 30’s
(Jason & Stephanie)

2/1
Sarah Sholar
2/2
Lynne Streetman
2/3
Carolyn Poteat
2/4
Bailey Abernathy
2/5
Kathy Ballard
2/8
Michelle Washburn
2/9
Peggy Davidson
2/10
Terry Skeen
Sherry Noe
Jim McDonnell
2/12
Jane Abernthay
Maddy Robinson
2/13
Greta McCrea
Maddie Copeland
2/16
Eddie Nelson
2/17
Amanda (Mandy) Abercrombie
Lisa Davidson
2/18
Amy Barnhardt
Ginger Rogers
2/20
Charles (Charlie) Bittinger
Holly Freeze
2/21
Frances Howie
2/23
Connor Brian McNeely
2/24
Allen Brawley
Madeline Morgan
Michael Micklow
2/25
Shirley Crowley
Carter Culbreth
Mike Russell
2/26
John Miller
Trent Newell
2/27
Dale Brawley
2/28
Emily Horsman
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