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Last month our session unanimously voted to approve phase two of a
design plan for our church. This phase includes a restoration of the Boy
Scout building for multipurpose use that will provide a permanent home
for First Praise, continued use by the Boy Scouts, and utilization by our
youth. Most of this project will be funded through the generous donation
of the Victor Johnston estate. Our finance committee recently showed
these plans to the family and they expressed how thrilled they were by
the vision of our church as well as their perception of how these efforts
will lead to increased community outreach. Outdoor directional signs
have already been ordered for our campus and work will begin on the
Boy Scout Building within the next month. If you are interested in
seeing the approved design plans, a display of them has been set up in the church parlor. We
praise God for His continued provision as we seek to implement our 3-pronged vision- spiritual
growth, master plan for facilities, and reaching out to a younger generation while maintaining a
cradle to grave mentality.
Later this month Jason Sentas and I will be making a trip to the Holy Land. I have received a free
trip from my uncle, John Huffman, who will be leading his 38th and final trip to this region. Jason
has received generous support from our missions committee and will be travelling with the
thought of bringing a group from FPC Mooresville in the future. We will depart after the worship
service on April 22nd and Fred Coates will preach while we are away (4/29). Please keep us and
our families in prayer.
It continues to be a joy serve alongside you in ministry. The Lord has blessed our church
abundantly!
Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Dave Rockness
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE/FUN AND FELLOWSHIP

STEWARDSHIP
Giving your time, your talents, and
your tithes to God’s work…
Prayer - God, thank you for the sacrifice of your Son, Jesus, who
was crucified, died, was buried, and rose again on the third day
for my sins.
At Easter, we celebrate the exemplary act of God’s gift to us of His Son,
Jesus. The crucifixion of Christ on the cross represents the greatest
hope of salvation for every one of us. The resurrection of Christ from the
dead is the foundation event of the new age which began with Him, comparable only to creation when life itself began. It is by this resurrection power
that the church lives and carries out its mission.
Perhaps this Easter could be the time for each of us to consider our gift to the
church…our stewardship offering to insure that God’s work will
continue. We recently approved a financial budget for 2018 of over
$800,000 which will provide for the many aspects of our mission. The
personal pledging of our members to support these efforts will insure the
success of this budget plan for the church’s work locally and abroad.
Consider helping with your
stewardship pledge.

Notes of Thanks
The family of Eddie Nelson thanks our church
family for the many expressions of kindness shown
during his recent illness. He is continuing to
improve each day. We appreciate all of you and ask
for your continued prayers.

Please remember the following people who have
recently experienced the death of a loved one.



Ralph Herring—death of wife, Carol Ann Herring.
Carol Poteat—death of brother.

Althea Nelson
As I write our church family on March 18, Dave’s
sermon: Praise the Lord!” has been a reminder to me
to let you know how appreciative I am for your
encouragement as I have been regaining strength
since I had a hard fall in my bedroom on Christmas
morning!
Thank you for taking time to pray for me and in
other ways to let me know of your support! What a
joy it is to be “in Christ” with others as we seek to
worship and serve our Sovereign God. He alone is
worthy of praise! May He bless us all with new
insights of our Saviour’s love for us as we prepare
to worship him this Easter season.
Miriam McNeely

Fun and Fellowship

We're meeting at a new place for us in April.
On Thursday, April 12 we'll be meeting at "Smokey
J's Barbecue" on 215 Broad Street. We'll gather
at 6:00 pm for food & fellowship. Everyone's
welcome. Thanks,

JESUS is alive and loves you so!
Message from your Stewardship Committee
Excerpts from NIV Stewardship Study

Lucy Hastings

Bible
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Sharing Sorrows
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E100 READING GROUPS SCHEDULE

PYF NEWS!!!

E100 Reading Groups The Bible study gr oups will continue to meet each week. Those who wish to join
a group may do so as there are spots available. Listed below are the schedules of each class meeting.
Classes will be offered as follows:
Monday, February 12 – May 7, 2:00 p.m. in church library
Facilitated by Ellen Auten

Middle
School PYF
Grades 7-8

High
School PYF
Grades 9-12

April Calendar

Tuesday, February 13 – May 8, 2:00 p.m. in church library
Facilitated by Pastor Dave Rockness

Sundays
4/8— 3-5 pm MS PYF
5-7:30 pm HS PYF
4/15—3-5 pm MS PYF
5-7:30 pm HS PYF
4/22—3-5 pm MS PYF
5-7:30 pm HS PYF
4/29—3-5 pm MS PYF
5-7:30 pm HS PYF

Tuesday, February 13 – May 8, 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Facilitated by Zoot McClure (Men's Group)
Tuesday, February 13— May 8, 7:00 p.m. in Parlor
Facilitated by Harry Weyer/Margaret Auten
Thursday, February 15 – May 10, 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Facilitated by Carol McClure (Women's Group)
Saturday, February 17 - May 12, 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall and the Sentas home. (20's & 30's)
Facilitated by Jason and Stephanie Sentas

Wednesdays
4/4—6:15 pm Supper Club
4/11—6:15 pm Supper Club
4/18—6:15 pm Supper Club
4/25—6:15 pm Supper Club
Fridays
4/6—4:00 pm Sky Zone
4/13—4:00 pm Sunset Drive-in Movie
4/20—6:00 pm Cliff Hangers
4/27—TBD
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COMMUNITY CARE NEWS!!!

VBS!!!

Habitat Workday

On March 17 a crew of 10 met at the church at 7:15 a.m. We ate breakfast together and then read that day’s
E100 reading. Psalm 51. After a prayer and some quick cleanup we drove over to Burke Circle here in
Mooresville to work with Pat and her children to make a construction site into a home. Not all Habitat days
give such visual satisfaction, but the 17th was special. With 4 pallets of sod and about 15 bushes, we were
able to turn a construction zone into a yard. Please look through the pictures below to see the transformation.
Thank you to those that continue to come out to serve. Because of your efforts, our neighbors here in
Mooresville are experiencing the love of First Presbyterian Church and the God that we serve. If you are
interested in joining our next Habitat group, our next work day is Saturday June 9. Please sign up in the
church office, fellowship hall, or church parlor.

Vacation Bible School News
Vacation Bible School
Dates: Monday, July 16 - Friday, July 20
Time: 9:30 am - noon
Ages: 4 year olds through rising 6th grade
(Church members younger than 4 may attend; all
others must be 4 years old)
Registration: Begins in May
Volunteers needed: Adults and teens (rising 7th
grade and older)
Activities include Bible study, recreation, crafts,
snacks, mission project, music, opening assembly,
skits
Next VBS Planning Committee Meeting:
Sunday, April 22 at 4:00 pm
Confirmation Class Schedule
Saturday, April 14 - Confirmation Mini-Retreat
Sunday, April 15 - Confirmation class meets with Session
6:30 pm - Church Parlor; parents are invited to attend
Light reception will follow
Sunday, April 22 - Confirmation Sunday
Class received as members - 11:00 am worship service
Congregational luncheon honoring confirmands Fellowship Hall - 12:00 noon
Confirmation Luncheon
The entire congregation is invited to a luncheon, honoring
our Confirmation class, on Sunday, April 22 at 12:00 noon in the
fellowship hall. The luncheon will be prepared by church hostess
Jerilyn Fair with assistance from Circle 4 and the Christian
Education Committee. Come welcome our newest members to
the church family!

Palm Sunday Coat Drive
Thank you to all who donated coats in our "Laying down your coat for
Jesus" coat drive on Palm Sunday. We collected approximately 50 coats,
which were donated to Mooresville Christian Mission. Many will be
blessed through your generosity and kindness.
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LOGOS NEWS!!!
Thanks to Logos volunteers

It is always hard to know how to properly thank all of our faithful, dedicated Logos volunteers - but here
goes! Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in our Logos program this year - as recreation leaders,
nursery workers, Bible teachers and assistants, worship skills leaders and assistants, table parents, kitchen
volunteers, table setters, playground volunteers, dinner dean, and "I will do whatever you need" volunteers.
You are an amazing group of people, and we extend our warmest, most heartful thanks to all of you, for all
you have done to make this Logos year so successful!

Thanks to Logos Director and Assistant Director

Special thanks to Logos Director Valerie Mauney, and her able assistant director, Stephanie Sentas. What a
dynamic duo this leadership team has been! They have led and directed a program with approximately 80
children and 40 - 50 volunteers each week. While it would take a great deal of time to list all that these
ladies have done this year, here is a brief summary:
Dressed up in creative outfits every week, coordinating with the theme
Planned entertaining and challenging after-dinner games each week
Substituted in Bible classes, recreation, music and as table parents, often at a moment's notice!
Decorated, and then undecorated, the entire fellowship hall 24 different Wednesday nights, with full
and complete attention to the theme's details
Dried some tears (children and adults), comforted a few nervous children, used their medical skills as
first-aiders, and made sure all the children were safe and secure
Held a "discipline workshop" for some extra-excited Logos participants (one of my favorite memories
this year was on "Under the Sea" night when Valerie was dressed as seaweed and Stephanie was
dressed as a jellyfish. This happened to be the night they had decided to tackle some of the enthusiasm of the 4th and 5th graders, with a brief meeting in the fellowship hall about how to behave at
Logos. It was very difficult to keep a straight face when the Seaweed and the Jellyfish talked about
the appropriate behavior that was expected! But it must have worked, because that is the only
"discipline workshop" that was needed this year)!
Coordinated details with Alan Sledge to make sure the Logos Musical went smoothly.
Planned and chaperoned the Logos trip to Frye's Roller Rink (and skated as well!)
Coordinated all the details for our Logos Formal Prom Night, our year-end banquet.
And most importantly, kept us reminded about the goal of Logos to develop loving relationships with
each other and with Jesus Christ!

SAINT’S ALIVE
Saints Alive

Saints Alive is our “older” adult fellowship group – meets on 3rd Tuesday at 12:30 pm for lunch, with monthly field
trips.

SaintsAlive!

SAINTS ALIVE LUNCHEON
TUESDAY, APRIL 17 @ 12:30 PM
The monthly Saints Alive luncheon ($5)
will be held Tuesday, April 17 at 12:30
pm in the fellowship hall. This month's
program will be "All About Books," and
will focus on a variety of book-related
topics. Participants are encouraged to
bring some books which fall into these
categories:
Your favorite book(s)
A book from your childhood
Your oldest book
Your favorite children's book
A rare book
A book you have written
Bring some books you would like to
trade with other participants in a
Book Swap
Our donation item for April is to bring
gently used books to donate to Habitat for
Humanity.

Well done, Valerie and Stephanie! Thank you!
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WOMEN’S RETREAT & SPRING AWAKENING 2018!

SAINTS ALIVE CONT……..

Saints Alive trip to Billy Graham Library
The Saints Alive group has rescheduled their trip
to visit the Billy Graham Library on Friday, May
11. We will tour the library and have lunch at the
Graham Brothers Dairy Bar, located onsite, and
visit Ruth's Attic bookstore. The group plans to
leave at 10:00 am; please contact Ellen Auten
(704-664-5275; ellen@mooresvillefpc.org) to
make a reservation.

Ladies Spring Beach
Retreat 2018

SaintsAlive!

May 4-6, 2018
Caswell Beach /Oak Island, North Carolina
Full cost is $175.00. A deposit of $ 90 is requested
By March. 28th. Reserve your space today!
Cost covers meals and lodging at the retreat center.

For more information contact the church office at: (704) 664-5275
Join us …
Spring Awakening 2018
Many gifts, many ministries, many expressions of power…
God works in us all in everything we do and all
to show who HE is! His beauty fr om our ashes.

Saturday, April 14th, 2018
11am -1pm
At the First Presbyterian Church of Mooresville
249 West McLelland Avenue, Mooresville NC 28115
All Women and Friends are invited to attend Spring A wakening 2018
“Beauty from Ashes”
Featuring Guest speaker and Artist, Melanie Spinks
Join us for a time to gather with food and friends, focusing on how God blesses us with talents…empowers
us with His gifts…And continues to grow each of us in every season of our lives.
A delicious salad lunch will be served and childcare is provided.
This event is free, however reservations are required.
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For more information contact Sandy at: Sandy.h.bickett@gmail.com
Or by calling the church office at: (704) 664-5275

PRESCHOOL NEWS!!!

BOY SCOUTS NEWS!!

Springtime Greetings,
Preschool is all “aflutter” with springtime activities. The children just celebrated St. Patrick’s Day
and went on Leprechaun Hunts, followed treasure clues in search for gold, and ate all kinds of
shamrock snacks. We learned the Easter Story, made resurrection eggs and went on Egg Hunts. You
should have seen how the eggs were flying out of baskets and children anxiously ran from hiding spot
to hiding spot!

BOY SCOUTS

Your children are also in full bloom during our Music classes. We are practicing our songs for our
Spring Sing. I am so impressed with how quickly they are learning all our songs! Our program is
scheduled for Thursday, April 26th and Friday, April 27th at 9:30 AM in our Fellowship Hall. Mark
your calendars now. You won’t want to miss it!
We also are going to get “picture perfect” for our Spring Pictures scheduled for April 11-13th. Your
child will come home with his/her day assigned for Pictures. These pictures will be held outside.
Children who are graduating will also have their pictures taken in their cap and gown. Siblings will be
taken together as well. You will also have the option for a family photo. You will have to sign up for
a time slot. More information will be sent home about Picture Day as a reminder.

Our Easter Break is scheduled for March 30-April 6th. Preschool will be closed to celebrate Easter
and our Risen Lord. Preschool will resume Monday, April 9th. We hope during this week you will
create family memories of egg hunts, Easter dinners, and a celebration of the sacrifice Jesus made for
all of us.
As you might have noticed, we have a NEW playground. Check out our Facebook page (First Presbyterian Preschool-Mooresville) to see all the happy faces! We have a few final touches but the playground is getting much loving use!
He has risen, just as he said. Matthew 28:6
Sunshine and Hugs,
Mrs. Lori and the Preschool Staff
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The scouting program continues to be strong at First Presbyterian Church. Currently we have 25 scouts in the
Cub Scout Program and 30 Scouts in the Boy Scout Program. The scouting programs jointly participated in the
church service on February 4th for Scout Sunday. We had 25 scouts from both our Boy Scout and Cub Scout
programs at this service. Our hard work has paid off this past year, with the Troop earning an award for advancement at our district (Iredell County) banquet. Also at the banquet, Fred Coates earned the District Award
of Merit for the hard work he has done with the training program for the district and with the troop and pack.

March marks the new Scouting year for many of the programs within the Troop and the Pack.
The Pack (6-11 years old) has many activities coming up this month, including their Pinewood Derby. This is
an amazing event where the cub scouts make a car out of a block of wood, and race them for the fastest time
possible. About 20 boys will participate in this event that will be held in the scout building.
The Troop (11-18 years old) will be holding several events over the month. 20 scouts will be participating in
earning Merit Badges at the council Merit Badge University. The scouts have a hiking trip coming up where
they will be backpacking in the Uwharrie National Forest. The troop plans on welcoming about 15-20 new
scouts in the program this month as well.
Trail to Eagle Update:
We have a new Eagle Scout as of February 19th. Congratulations to Elijah B for this achievement.
We also have 2 Eagle projects that are nearing completion this spring, and 2 more that are going to be started
by summer. We have 4 additional scouts that are beginning to start thinking of what kind of project they want
to do to give back to the community.
The scouting program is also looking forward to partnering with the church to support with the Marti Estes 5k
in April and the Race City Festival in May.
Thank you for your continued support,
Chris Taylor
Committee Chairman
Troop 166
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April Birthdays

1
Easter Sunday
9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship

4

8

9
2:00 pm Circle 1
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Ellen)
5:30 pm MCM Circles
6:15 pm Exaltation Ringers
6:30 pm Boy Scouts
Committee Meeting
7:00 pm Boys Scouts Mtg.
7:15 pm Personnel
Committee

10
11
6:30 am Young Dad’s Group Preschool Spring Pictures
10:00 am Circle 4
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
12:00 pm Circle 5
6:15 pm Supper Club
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
7:15 pm Chancel Choir
(Dave)
6:15 pm Circle 3
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group
(Zoot McClure’s Men Group)
7:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Margaret Auten/Harry

15

16
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Ellen)
5:30 pm MCM Circles
6:15 pm Exaltation Ringers
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop
Committee
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Vision Team Mtg.

17
12:30 pm Saints Alive
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
Luncheon
6:15 pm Supper Club
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
7:15 pm Chancel Choir
(Dave)
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group
(Zoot)
6:30 pm Men’s Dinner
7:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Margaret Auten/Harry

18

22

23
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Ellen)
5:30 pm MCM Circles
6:15 pm Exaltation Ringers
7:00 pm Boy Scouts

24
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group 1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
(Dave)
6:15 pm Supper Club
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
7:15 pm Chancel Choir
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group
- Men’s (Zoot)
7:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Margaret Auten/Harry
Weyer)

25

29

30
2:00 pm E 100 Study Group
(Ellen)
5:30 pm MCM Circles
6:15 pm Exaltation Ringers
7:00 pm Boy Scouts

9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship
3:00 pm MS PYF
5:00 pm HS PYF
6:30 pm Stated Session
Meeting
(Meet w/ Confirmation
class)
9:00 am First Praise w/
Communion
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship/
Communion & Confirmation
12:00 pm Confirmation
Luncheon
3:00 pm MS PYF
4:00 pm VBS Planning Mtg.
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3
Preschool Closed
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
6:30 pm E-100 Study (Zoot)
7:00 pm E-100 Study
(Margaret Auten/Harry
Weyer)

9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship
3:00 pm MS PYF
3:00 pm Prayer Shawl
Group
5:00 pm HS PYF
5:30 pm Deacons Meeting
7:00 pm Committee
Meetings

9:00 am First Praise
10:00 am Church School
11:00 am Worship
3:00 pm MS PYF
5:00 pm HS PYF

2
Church Office Closed
Preschool Closed
1:00 pm FPC Volunteers
Mooresville Soup Kitchen
5:30 pm MCM Circles
7:00 pm Boy Scouts

Preschool Closed
10:00 am Women’s Affinity
Groups Council
1:00 pm Prayer Meeting
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

5
Preschool Closed
10:00 am Saints Alive @ Memorial Gardens—Concord, NC
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group—
Women’s (Carol)
7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

6
Preschool Closed
4:00 pm PYF Sky Zone

10:00 am E 100 Study
Group—All ages
(Jason & Stephanie)

12
13
6:00 pm Fun and Fellowship
Preschool Spring Pictures
(Smokey J’s BBQ)
4:00 pm PYF Sunset Drive6:30 pm E 100 Study Group—
in Movie
Women’s (Carol)
7:00 pm Praise Band Rehearsal

11:30 am Ladies to Lunch
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group—
Women’s (Carol)
7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

Preschool Spring Sing
6:30 pm E 100 Study Group—
Women’s (Carol)
7:00 pm Praise Band
Rehearsal

19

26

7

14
Confirmation Retreat
10:00 am E 100 Study
Group—All ages
(Jason & Stephanie)
11:00 am Spring
Awakening Women’s
Luncheon

20
Newsletter Articles Due
Marti Estes 5K
6:00 pm PYF Cliff Hangers

Preschool Spring Sing

27

21

28

4/1
Roy Harris, Jr.
Daniel Newell
Andrew Washburn
4/3
Carol McClure
4/4
Gregory Johnson
Campbell Schaen
4/6
Martha Kirkland
Morgan Sentas
4/7
Jim Davidson
Lucy Hastings
Hallie Omohundro
Andy Poore
John Streb
4/8
Donna Brawley
Kaylee Brumley
Anna Miller
4/10
Brandon Abernathy
Hannah Cole
Sarah Johnson
Katherine McMillan
4/11
Dawn Chappell
4/12
Bill Abele
Landon Mauney
Rick Omohundro
Bill Omohundro
Karen Shore
4/14
Eva Brooks
Cate Vaughan
4/16
Scott Mauney
Cassandra Rockness
4/19
Ray Brawley
Mary Fortanbary
4/21
Jake Barnhardt, Jr.
Stephen Garvin
4/22
Jason Blair
Mary Matheson
Erik Micklow
Karli Rockness
Jason Sentas
4/23
Brent Curtis, Sr.
Paul Dame
Anna Rhyne
4/24
George Brawley
Teresa Moore
Jim Streetman
4/25
Samuel Creech
Sherri Dame
4/29
Bill Brawley
4/30
James Miller
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