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F ROM T H E PAS TO R . . .
Later in this month, on May 20, we will be observing
Pentecost Sunday. Since this reminds us of the coming of the
Holy Spirit in such great power, I thought it might be good for us
to do some thinking about how the Holy Spirit works in our lives.
When we are feeling a lack of power in the living of the
Christian life, we need to remember that the Holy Spirit is the
One who supplies us with the power we need to live the
Christian life. Louis H. Evans says these pointed words in Life's
Hidden Power: "There can be no power without the indwelling of
the Spirit of God. Man is but a channel for the working of the
Holy Spirit; the power must flow through him. One writer has
said, 'A light is not a light with merely bulb and wire; not until the
current flows through is there light.' The light of the Christian life
comes when the current of the Holy Spirit works through the
bulb of the body and the wire of our wisdom. All else is mere
existing, not living."
How all of us long for that current of the Holy Spirit
working through us so that we do not merely exist--but live! And
live that life more abundant which Jesus wants us to experience!
As we anticipate the Day of Pentecost, may we open
ourselves up more fully to the Holy Spirit so that He might
empower us to live a more Christlike life--and so that through us
other people may be touched by the amazing grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ!
I would like to alert you to a new blogging site which I
have started up. The name of the site is authenticseekers.com.
For those of you who use computers, if you will simply put
authenticseekers.com in the search bar and hit enter, it will take
you to my site. You will recognize some of my sermon material in
my blog entries plus some additional subjects. Please visit and
leave comments if you use a computer.
How I thank you for your faithfulness in attending, giving,
and living the Christian life. And how I thank you for the privilege
of serving as your pastor.
Please continue to pray that God will empower me with
His Spirit as I serve as your pastor. And, as always, if you need
me, please let me know.
Jim

SPECIAL DATES
May 3
May 6
May 15
May 20
May 27
May 28

National Day of Prayer
Brookdale Worship at 9:00 am
Communion Served
Healthworx Meal, 5:00 pm
Day of Pentecost
Trinity Sunday
Memorial Day (Office Closed)

Dr. Heath in office on Wednesdays 10 am to 2 pm

Minutes of Stated Session Meeting
First Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, Louisiana
February 19, 2018
The Session met in the church library, 357 Windermere Boule- Lilies and pick them up. Jim Hockensmith offered to order and
vard, Alexandria, Louisiana. Jim Hockensmith called the meeting pick up the Easter Lilies this year. The Session approved Jim
to order at 6:05 p.m. and opened with prayer.
Hockensmith's offer by common consent.
Members Present: Annelize Benade, Bill Higgins,
Jim Hockensmith
Treasurer:
None
Elders Excused:
None
Guests Present:
None
A quorum was present.
Finance Report:
The financial statements for December, 2017 and January, 2018,
were distributed to the Session. The bank statements were reviewed and initialed by Session members.
Motion: That the Session approve the December, 2017 and
January, 2018 Financial Reports.
Moved: Jim Hockensmith Seconded: Bill Higgins
Motion: Carried

Property Committee Report:
The Session discussed the need to contact Paul Cantrell for repairs of rotten wood and molding outside and inside the church.
Motion: That Paul Cantrell proceed with necessary repairs of
rotten wood and molding outside and inside the church.
Moved: Jim Hockensmith Seconded: Bill Higgins
Motion: Carried
The Session approved the following by common consent:
Bill Higgins will serve as Liturgist on Easter Sunday, April 1.
Dirk Benade will serve as Monitor on Easter Sunday, April
1.
Jim Hockensmith will contact Aaron Rogers about the
April 1 Brookdale Service.
Easter Sunday will be the regular First Sunday schedule
with no additional events.
Jim Hockensmith will serve as Monitor on April 15.

2018 Budget:
The Session reviewed the proposed 2018 FPC Budget.
Adjournment:
Motion: That the Session approve the 2018 FPC Budget as pre- Motion: That the Session Meeting be adjourned.
sented.
Moved: Jim Hockensmith Seconded: Bill Higgins
Moved: Bill Higgins
Seconded: Jim Hockensmith
Motion: Carried
Motion: Carried
The Stated Meeting of the Session adjourned at 6:25 pm with a
Approval of Minutes:
closing prayer by Bill Higgins. The next Stated Meeting of the
The Session reviewed the minutes for the Stated Meeting of the Session will be held at 6:00 p.m., Monday, April 16, 2018. The
Session for December 18, 2017. Motion: That the Session ap- Session will conduct business through email until the April meetprove the minutes for the Stated Meeting of the Session for De- ing.
cember 18, 2017 as presented.
Moved: Bill Higgins
Seconded: Jim Hockensmith Respectfully Submitted,
Motion: Carried
Minutes taken by: Jim Hockensmith
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND SESSION ACTIONS:
/cs
Congregational Life/Christian Education, Evangelism,
Worship & Missions Committee Report: Jim Hockensmith
Certificate of Appreciation for Roger and Sulin Best:
The Session discussed giving some kind of plaque or certificate
of appreciation to Roger and Sulin Best, who are moving to
Texas the first of March, 2018.
Motion: That the Session approve a Certificate of Appreciation
for Roger and Sulin Best for their many years of faithful service
to FPC, to be presented the first Sunday in March.
Moved: Bill Higgins
Seconded: Jim Hockensmith
Motion: Carried
Easter Lilies:
The Session members discussed who would order the Easter

Prayer Request
Remember Aaron Rogers and
members of our Choir from NSU as they
travel to Europe in May for an
International Music Competition.
May your performance glorify the Lord and
may you have a safe journey.

May Responders Schedule
Usher
Narthex

Monitor

May 6

Robert Kennedy

Dirk Benade

May 13

Annelize & Dirk Benade

Jim Hockensmith

May 20

Robert Kennedy
Elizebette Kennedy

Bill Higgins (May-Oct)
Vacancy

May 27

Jim Hockensmith
Robert Kennedy

Jim Smolenski

Communion Servers

Elder Liturgist:
Elizebette Kennedy
Communion Team:
Bill Higgins, Vacancy

May 15

Jace Torres

May 28

Debbe Clegg

FIVE FUN FACTS ABOUT MEMORIAL DAY
ORIGIN OF MEMORIAL DAY Memorial Day was first celebrated on May 30, 1868. It was observed by placing flowers on the graves of Union and Confederate
soldiers during the first national celebration. James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, after which around 5,000 participants helped to decorate the graves of the more than 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers who were buried there. It now honors any service person who served in any war the
United States has been involved.
WHY THE LAST MONDAY IN MAY? Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 1868, the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) established Decoration Day
as a time for the nation to decorate the graves of the war dead with flowers. Maj. Gen. John A. Logan declared that Decoration Day should be observed on May
30. This date was chosen because flowers would be in bloom all over the country, no matter in which state you lived. (Remember, Alaska wasn’t a state at the
time.)
MAKING IT OFFICIAL Memorial Day was not recognized as an official federal holiday until 1971. Typical celebrations include parades, dedications, and the placing
of flowers and decorations on the grave sites of the fallen soldiers in every war. Originally, the official date of Memorial Day was on May 30th. However, when
congress turned it into a long-weekend, many felt that it detracted from the spirit of the holiday. As the VFW stated in its 2002 Memorial Day address: “Changing
the date merely to create three-day weekends has undermined the very meaning of the day. No doubt, this has contributed greatly to the general public’s nonchalant observance
of Memorial Day.”
THE PROGRESSION OF THINGS TO COME Technically, Memorial Day is not a national holiday in the strictest sense of the word. While there are 11 “federal
holidays” created by Congress — including Memorial Day — they apply only to Federal employees and the District of Columbia. The original Memorial Day allowed Civil War veterans, many of whom were drawing a government paycheck, to honor their fallen comrades with out being docked pay. For the rest of us,
Memorial Day was decided upon by the state. New York was the first state to designate Memorial Day a legal holiday, in 1873. Most Northern states had followed
along by the 1890s. The Confederate states didn’t want a holiday memorializing those who, in Gen. Logan’s words, “united to suppress the late rebellion.” The
South didn’t adopt the May 30 Memorial Day until after World War I, when it included those who died in all the country’s wars.
STOP AND TAKE A MOMENT In 2000, Congress established a National Moment of Remembrance, which asks Americans to pause for one minute at 3 p.m.
(according to your own time zone) in an act of national unity. The time was chosen because 3 p.m. “is the time when most Americans are enjoying their freedoms on
the national holiday.“
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