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F ROM T H E PAS TO R . . .
The inspiration for my column this month comes from
Henry Blount. Henry has a monthly article in Cenla Focus, the community lifestyle/business journal of CenLa. His article for this June is
entitled: "Be Kinder than Necessary: It's Good for Your Health."
Henry has such a wonderful gift with words. In this article,
he emphasizes the virtue of kindness. He tells about a recent experience which had a profound impact on him.
He had gone to a department store looking for a new tie. In
the process, a young man by the name of Charles, helped him. He
laid out some shirts with matching ties and eventually some suits.
Henry's shopping for one tie ended up by his picking out two ties,
two shirts, and two suits. He estimated that the total amount of
these items was going to be about $650.
However, when he got to the cashier, he was informed that
all of his clothes had already been paid for by the young man, Charles.
Henry was completely caught off guard. The cashier kept assuring
him that it was for real. Henry used this personal experience to illustrate how this unusual and random act of kindness had made a lasting
impression on him, one that he would never forget.
Now, we may not be in the position to pay $650 for someone's clothes. But we can still practice being kind in many other ways
as we go about our daily living. Sometimes kindness takes the shape
of encouraging words spoken to someone who is down in the dumps.
Or it may be such a simple thing as holding the door open for someone who is using crutches.
It takes such little effort but has such a major impact on the
recipient of our acts of kindness. It is sort of like a pebble thrown
into a pond. You can see the ripple effects all the way to the shore.
In the challenging world that we live in, we need a lot more pebble
throwers, don't you think?
The Bible is full of admonitions for God's children to be
kind. Remember the great love chapter, I Corinthians 13. "Love is
kind." And when we look at the life of our Savior, kindness emanated
from Him in His deeds, words, and relationships. So for us, as disciples, we must also be kind as we seek to be more Christlike.
Plato, the great philosopher once said: "Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a harder battle."
Gandhi stated: "The simplest acts of kindness are by far
more powerful than a thousand heads bowing in prayer."
And Mother Teresa shared this significant insight: "I would
rather make mistakes in kindness and compassion than work miracles
in unkindness and hardness."
So let us be kind! Amen--and Amen!
Let us pray for one another that the Holy Spirit will so work
in us that all of our deeds and words are soaked in kindness!
Thanks again for the privilege of serving as your pastor. May
we all work together to promote kindness in all that we do.
Jim

SPECIAL DATES
July 1
July 4
July 17

Brookdale Worship at 9:00 am
Communion Served
Independence Day (office closed)
Healthworx Meal, 5:00 pm

Dr. Heath in office on Wednesdays 10 am to 2 pm

(Answers are found by researching scriptures at end of the questions.)
1. When Samson killed 1,000 Philistines at Lehi, what weapon did he use? (Judges 15:15)
2. How old was David when he was anointed King of Israel? (2 Samuel 5:4)
3. Which disciples witnessed Jesus’ Transfiguration? (Matthew 17:1-2, Mark 9:2, Luke 9:28-29)
4. In Damascus, whose sight was restored by Ananias? (Acts 9:17-18)
5. To whom did Jesus say, “Get thee behind me, Satan”? (Matthew 16:23 & Mark 8:33, Luke 4:8)
6. What are the final words of Jesus recorded in the New Testament? (Revelations 22:20)
7. Prior to his conversion, how did Saul refer to the followers of Jesus Christ? (Acts 9:2)
8. How many rivers were formed from the river that went out of Eden? (Genesis 2:10)
9. What is the name of the place where Jacob slept and dreamed of Jacob’s Ladder? (Genesis
28:19)
10. Who told Naaman to wash in the river Jordan seven times in order to cure his leprosy? (2
Kings 5:10)
11. Who announced to Zachariah that his wife would bear a child to be named John (the Baptist)?
(Luke 1:13)
12. Who said, “ . . . As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”? (Joshua 24:15)
13. In what village was Christ when he turned the water into wine? (John 2:11)
14. How is the name “Emmanuel” interpreted? (Matthew 2:23)
15. God tested Abraham by telling him to offer his only son as a burnt offering. Who was that son?
(Genesis 22:2)
16. Who personally baptized more people, Jesus or John the Baptist? (John 4:2)
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Elder Liturgist:
Jim Hockensmith
Communion Team:
Annelize & Dirk Benade
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Jim Huffman

July 10

Annelize Benade
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Payton Jewell
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Christelle Carley
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE

Carolyn Sterne, Secretary
Charles Bell, Sexton

3:00 pm

Prayer Service
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Come experience God’s love at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday School—9:45 a.m., Worship—11:00 a.m.

