
 FROM THE PASTOR . . .  

JUNE 2017 

Presby News 

 I was touched by a story which appeared in The 

Town Talk on May 14, 2017.   

 It was about a little 10-year-old girl from Lake 

Fenton, Michigan by the name of Addisyn Goss.  She 

specializes in collecting bottled water, snacks, toiletries, 

blankets, and clothing items.  She then packs them into what 

she calls "Snuggle Sacks" and finds homeless people to 

whom to give them. 

 This all seems to have begun after going to a 

veterans home in Indiana and meeting her own grandfather.  

After learning that he had been homeless for years, she 

made a decision to do something about the homeless. 

 Her family supports her in this compassionate 

ministry.  She now also has developed "Snuggle Sacks" 

designed for kids who are homeless. 

 Speaking with a maturity beyond her years, Addisyn 

says: "I'm happy knowing I help other people beside myself." 

 Inside each zip bag of goodies and practical helps, 

Addisyn also encloses "a word of hope" which says in part: 

"Please remember that there are people who care about 

you, and things will get better.  I hope this makes you smile.  

With love.  Addisyn." 

 This story sort of reminds me of the little boy who 

didn't have much.  But he gave what he had to Jesus--5 

biscuits and 2 fish.  And yet Jesus was able to take that little 

sack lunch and feed thousands with it. 

 You see, it isn't how much we have that really 

counts with God.  Rather, it is that all that we have be given 

to Him for Him to use as He sees fit! 

 Do we dare to imagine what might happen in and 

through First Presbyterian Church if each of us would offer 

all that we have to Jesus--and just watch what He begins to 

do with us and through us? 

 Let us pray that we might begin to want to sincerely 

give whatever our sack lunch might be to Him! 

 

      Jim 

SPECIAL DATES 

June 4 Broookdale Worship 
  Day of Pentecost 

June 11 Trinity Sunday 

June 18 Father’s Day 

June  19 Session Meeting 

June 20 Healthworx Meal 

9:00 am Every Saturday—Ladies’ Prayer Group 
Dr. Heath in office on Thursdays 10 am to 2 pm 

  

 



  Minutes of Stated Session Meeting 

First Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, Louisiana 

April 17, 2017 

The Session met in the church library, 357 Windermere Boulevard, Alexandria, 

Louisiana. Jane Conerly called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and opened 

with prayer. 

Members Present: Annelize Benade, Bill Higgins, Jim Hockensmith,  

Elizebette Kennedy 

Treasurer:  None 

Elders Excused:  None 

Guests Present:  Jim Heath, Stated Supply; Jane Conerly, Moderator; 

Walker Reynold, Capital One Bank Behl Fund Portfolio 

Manager 

A quorum was present. 

Finance Report:  

The financial statements for March, 2017, were distributed to the Session. The 

March, 2017 bank statements were reviewed and initialed by Session members. 

Motion: That the Session approve the March, 2017 Financial Reports. 

 Moved: Jim Hockensmith Seconded: Bill Higgins 

 Motion: Carried 

Approval of Minutes: 

The Session reviewed the minutes for the Stated Meeting of the Session for 

March 20, 2017. 

Motion: That the Session approve the minutes for the Stated Meeting of the 

Session for March 20, 2017. 

 Moved: Jim Hockensmith Seconded: Bill Higgins 

 Motion: Carried 

Clerk's Report: None 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND SESSION ACTIONS:   

Congregational Life/Christian Education, Evangelism, Worship & 

Missions Committee Report: By Jim Hockensmith 

 The Session agreed by common consent to invite Carolyn Sterne to lunch 

in observance of "Take Your Secretary to Lunch Day" on April 26. 

 Mother's Day (May 14) carnations will be ordered and picked up by Jim 

Hockensmith. 

 The Session approved a wire transfer for the South African Mission. An-

nelize Benade will meet Jim Hockensmith next week at the bank to ar-

range the transfer. Jim Smolenski will be consulted about the best time to 

make the transfer. 

Personnel Committee Report: By Bill Higgins  - None 

Property Committee Report: 

Session will check with Paul Cantrell regarding status of window repairs as 

discussed in previous session meeting. 

Pastor's/Moderator Report: By Dr. Jim Heath 

Easter brunch had a good turnout with approximately 30-35 people attending. 

Dr. Heath stated that he appreciated Sulin Best and Jim Smolenski for helping 

make the Easter Brunch a huge success. He also expressed appreciation to Bill 

Higgins for helping with preparations for the Lord's Supper and Jim Hock-

ensmith who has always handled the preparations previously. The music was 

exceptional as well. 

 

Old Business: 

The Session approved Jim Hockensmith meeting with Music Director Aaron 

Rogers about establishing a budget for the music/choir. They will discuss the 

monetary requirements to keep the choir going and will review receipts/

invoices from previous Sundays in order to find a solution to reduce costs. A 

report on the outcome of this meeting will be given during the May Session 

meeting. 

New Business: 

The Session discussed the request from Brandi Woolam to baptize her son, 

Thomas Victor Borrel, III. 

Motion: That the Session approve the baptism of Thomas Victor Borrel, III. 

 Moved: Jim Hockensmith Seconded: Bill Higgins 

 Motion: Carried 

Additional Motions and Discussions: 

By common consent, the Session agreed not meet in May, 2017. This change 

will be communicated through emails, if needed. Session Meetings will resume 

in June, 2017. 

Adjournment: 

Motion: That the Session Meeting be adjourned. 

 Moved: Jim Hockensmith Seconded: Bill Higgins 

 Motion: Carried 

The Stated Meeting of the Session adjourned at 7:10 pm with a closing prayer 

by Dr. Jim Heath. The next Stated Meeting of the Session will be 6:00 pm Mon-

day, June 19, 2017. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  

Minutes taken by: Elizebette Kennedy 

/cs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kylie LaPrairie, Dee Sutro’s Granddaughter, would 

like to attend the 2017 Summer Art Camp sponsored 

by the River Oaks Square Arts Center, June 12-16 

from 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm at a cost of $150.00. She 

also needs transportation to and from the Art Camp 

each day. If you would you be willing to donate to-

ward a scholarship to help Kylie attend this Art Camp 

and/or help with transportation, please contact the 

church office at 443-7229.   



 Usher 
Narthex 

Monitor Communion Servers 

 

June 4 Robert Kennedy 

 

Jim Hockensmith Elder Liturgist:  
  Elizebette Kennedy 
Communion Team: 
  Jack Ready, Jim Hockensmith 

June 11 Annelize & Dirk Benade Dirk Benade  

June 18 Robert Kennedy 

Elizebette Kennedy 

Bill Higgins (May-Oct) 

Roger Best (Oct-May) 

 

June 25 Jim Hockensmith 

Robert Kennedy 
Jim Smolenski  

    

June Responders Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 20 Dee Sutro 

June 26 Aaron Rogers 

Congratulations to Aaron Rogers on 

receiving a language fellowship at 

L'université d'Angers in Angers, 

France. He will be in France 

throughout the month of June and 

there will be no choir practice while 

he is gone. Our prayers for safe 

travel go with you, Aaron. 



First Presbyterian Church 

357 Windermere Blvd.  Phone: 318-443-7229 

Alexandria, LA 71303 Fax: 318-443-5965 

office@alexandriafpc.org 

  www.alexandriafpc.org  

Jim Heath, Stated Supply Pastor 

Aaron Rogers, Choir Director 

DeAnna Brister, Pianist 

Carolyn Sterne, Secretary 

Charles Bell, Sexton 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE 

   5:45 pm Meal (Suspended) 

   6:30 pm Fellowship/Committees  
  (Suspended) 
   7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal (Will Continue) 
 
    9:00 am Every Saturday—Ladies Prayer Group 

First Presbyterian Church 

357 Windermere Blvd. 

Alexandria, LA 71303 

Come experience God’s love at First Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School—9:45 a.m., Worship—11:00 a.m. 


