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      One of the things I appreciate about the human authors of 

the Bible is their honesty. They reveal both their strengths and 

weaknesses, their moments of courage as well as their times of 

discouragement. 

        Paul is an excellent example of such transparency. While he 

is generally upbeat in tone, he faces some circumstances which 

bring distress and discouragement to his otherwise stalwart spirit. 

        Look at these words penned by the apostle in II Corinthians 

1: 6-9: "We don't want you in the dark, friends, about how hard it 

was when all this came down on us in Asia province. It was so bad 

we didn't think we were going to make it. We felt like we'd been 

sent to death row, that it was all over for us. As it turned out, it 

was the best thing that could have happened. Instead of trusting in 

our own strength or wits to get out of it, we were forced to trust 

God totally—not a bad idea since he's the God who raises the 

dead!" (The Message) 

        Sometimes we might get a little discouraged here at First 

Presbyterian Church, don't you think? In March of this year, we 

suffered the loss of Mrs. Liz Magee as she relocated in the 

Houston area. While we fully understand the need for her 

moving, we deeply feel the loss of such a faithful and long-term 

member. 
      And, then, with the homegoing of Mrs. Emily Young, we 

suffered the loss of another faithful and beloved member of our 

congregation. We will truly miss her faithful presence in our midst 

while we rejoice that she is fully enjoying the crown that was 

awaiting her. 

        In a small congregation, the loss of each member is major, 

significant, and has a unique grief process. That is all the more 

reason why we need to treasure each other as a precious 

member of our local body of Christ. And that is, also, the reason 

we must make doubly sure that we never take any one in our 

congregation for granted. 

        With the losses, we must not forget to thank God for the 

new people who have started coming, some of whom never miss 

a Sunday! 
      Will you join me and all the members of First Presbyterian 

Church in praying that God will lead new people to our church?  

And that there will be a greater degree of faithfulness amongst 

those who are already members of our church. What an 

encouragement this would be to all of us who sometimes get 

discouraged by the low numbers on Sundays during the summer 

months! 

                                                             Jim 

SPECIAL DATES 

July 2 Brookdale Worship/Communion 

July 4 Independence Day (office closed) 

July 17 Session Meeting 

July 18 Healthworx Meal 

 

9:00 am Every Saturdayτ[ŀŘƛŜǎΩ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 
Dr. Heath in office on Thursdays 10 am to 2 pm 

  

 



Happy Fourth of July!!   
 



 Usher 
Narthex 

Monitor Liturgist/Communion Servers 

 

July 2 Robert Kennedy 

 

Jim Hockensmith Elder Liturgists:  
  Bill Higgins & Jim Hockensmith 
Communion Team: 
  Annelize & Dirk Benade 

July 9 Annelize & Dirk Benade Dirk Benade  

July 16 Robert Kennedy 

Elizebette Kennedy 

Bill Higgins (May-Oct) 

Roger Best (Oct-May) 

 

July 23 Jim Hockensmith 

Robert Kennedy 
Jim Smolenski  

July 30 Robert Kennedy Jim Hockensmith  

July Responders Schedule 

   

  July 8  Wynn Ware  

  July 9  Jim Huffman 

  July 10 Annelize Benade 

  July 12 Payton Jewell 

  July 12 Liz Magee 

  July 15 Nancy Smilie 

  July 16 Bill & Martha Higgins 

  July 21 Justin Ware 

  July 22 Rocky Wilson 

  July 23 Christelle Carley 

  July 31 Dee Ellington 
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Jim Heath, Stated Supply Pastor 

Aaron Rogers, Choir Director 

DeAnna Brister, Pianist 

Carolyn Sterne, Secretary 

Charles Bell, Sexton 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE 

   5:45 pm Meal (Suspended) 

   6:30 pm Fellowship/Committees  
  (Suspended) 
   7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal (Will Continue) 
 
    9:00 am Every SaturdayɂLadies Prayer Group 

First Presbyterian Church 

357 Windermere Blvd. 

Alexandria, LA 71303 
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Sunday Schoolɂ9:45 a.m., Worshipɂ11:00 a.m. 


