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Peace to you!
Winter is over! Well at least the signs are pointing to the ending of what seems to be the longest
season. This year has been one of the coldest in memory, and we have had more snow than we
are used to. Where is global warming when you need it? I can't really complain - too much. The
snows that came were frequent, but rarely were they more than an inconvenience. The cold was
challenging to our wallets, but we did manage to get through it in pretty much one piece. Perhaps
it will slow down the arrival of the stink bugs. (Although, even on the coldest of days, we would
generally find at least one straggler who was seeking a little heat and water.)
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But, Winter is over! How can I say that with conviction? First, there are signs from the big box
stores (aka "big boy toy stores" - Lowes and Home Depot). The summer wicker porch furniture
and the hammocks are all on display. Second, the municipalities all around us are running out of
salt. We are told that most have used greater multiples of road material than have been used in
memory. The end of the pile has greater significance than the little rodent in Punxsutawney. I
even saw some green tops of some of the flowers - I suspect they were just trying to keep their
heads above the water that is coursing down the back yard. Third, the newest crop of potholes
has become an incredible challenge to traveling anywhere. Lord bless the folks trying to stop
them up. Talk about a never-ending task.
Finally, I got my first seed catalog. They are exciting with their tempting colors and luscious
green shoots and the promise of guaranteed success. These always are precursers of the coming
time of planting and the aroma of home grown greens and flowers. Of course the curious part
about receiving the catalogs is not in the promise of things to come. We love the prospect of all
the green that will be surrounding the house. But even with the large yard we are blessed to have,
we don't really plant a garden. In the past, we had tomatoes, beans and cucumbers. Or at least
we tried to have them. The critters who inhabit our "green space" have had a feast - usually right
before we were ready to harvest. I remember one year I planted pink and purple petunias. Two
days after planting, someone (we now think it was a skunk) pulled out every purple one. Not the
pink, just the purple. Who knows what that was about. Then there were the deer and our lettuce.
I need say no more. The bunnies loved our tomatoes and the ground hogs feasted on our squash.
In frustration, we decided that it was more work than it was worth. I have reverted back to my
dad's motto: "If it's green and you can cut it, it is grass." (cont’d on Page 2)
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From Pastor Chuck (cont’d)...
Isn't it great that our Lord doesn't hold the same standard towards us that I have to the garden? I have only to deal
with critters who are just trying to make a living. In one of the great parables of God's garden, Jesus describes a
man who planted good seed in his field, and while his workers were sleeping, an enemy sowed weeds among the
wheat. Rather than root out everything and start over, or even to give up, the man in the parable allowed both to
grow together and after all was complete, then he sorted things out. The good was separated from that which was
not good. (See Matthew 13: 24-30.)
We are about to begin the season of Lent. Presbyterians generally recognize this as a time to reflect on the things
in our lives that are good, and on things that are not. God has planted all kinds of virtues into us. Empowered by
the Holy Spirit, those things are awakened, and grow. Sadly, we don't stop there. The world around us is busy
trying to plant weeds that distract us from our true calling - to love God, and to love one another. We are surrounded by jealousy, self-centeredness, envy, anger ... you know the rest. But God offers us an out. It is in the
gift of the love of Christ, who continually offers us a new start by His willingness to be one with us, and to give
Himself in our place. As we approach the upcoming Easter season, let us come to a renewal of the spring of
God's love and let us "cultivate" a new spirit in His name.
I remain your servant in Christ,
Chuck

Spring ahead for Daylight
Savings Time
Sunday, March 9, 2014
It’s also a great time to change
your fire alarm batteries...
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Thanks and Gratitude...

To our Friends at First Presbyterian Church in Murrysville,
Happy New Year and we thank you for your generous donation of gifts to our youth this holiday season! It is our goal
that the children we serve will know there are many people
in their own community who want to provide a Christmas
filled with surprise, joy and happiness. With your support
we achieved that goal. Please enjoy some notes of thanks
from our youth…
~Mars Home for Youth

Dear Reverend MacPherson,
Dear Pastor Chuck,
Thank you for your kind donation to
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry.
There are so many hungry families in
our area. Support from our location
community means we can meet the
needs of these families. Thank you to
First Presby and its members for your
thoughtfulness.
~Loaves and Fishes
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Thank you for your gift of $700 for medical mission where
most needed. A simple “thank you” seems inadequate to
express how much we value your gifts and prayers for
MBF’s medical ministry. Your generosity makes a difference.
With your continued gifts and prayers, MBF eagerly looks
forward to how God will bless us in our work together to
provide more healthcare services to those who need it
most.
With sincere thanks,
~Medical Benevolence Foundation
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Our Church Family…. Prayer Concerns

We offer prayers of sympathy and condolence to the family
and friends of Bill Neff. Bill, Bob Neff’s brother, passed
away in February. We keep his loved ones in our thoughts
and hearts, as we also offer prayers of thanks and gratitude to
God for his life and the joy that he brought to all who knew
him.

We pray for all those serving in our
armed services who are in harm’s way
especially…
Chris Stange
Eric Lemmon
Dr. Valeria (Wilson)
Brian Jackson (Neff)
Maj. Kevin Spencer (Wilson)
Kevin Rowley
Cpt. Joseph Scheler (Troxell)
Jesse Shrimer (Sikorski)
Jonathan DeArmond (Senor)

Brandon Zottola (Stephens)
Sean Rieter (Stephens)
Aaron McIlfresh (Branthoover)
John Gaehring, Jr. (Landis)
Robert Ruebel
Michael Santioline (Bachelder)
Aaron Neff
Brian Brown (Stephens)
Brandon Lee (Stephens)

We continue to keep in prayer:
Mary Lou Houston, Alice Lawson (Mejia), Barry Wilson, William and Jake (Dericks), Bruce
Branthoover, Bruce Freedman (Stange), World Athletes (Frey), Marge (Krudwig),
Ruth Floyd, Jane (Lamers), Bobbi Sterrett, Ivan and Christy Barnes (Vance), Bob
Wilson, Denny (Wilson), Gene (Rish), Lou McBurney, Liz Zias, Linda (Klein), Mark
(Rowley), Carl & Billie Latshaw.

Bill Buterbaugh, Betty Kotok, Gail Harrison, Kate Pyle (Ronksley), Jody (Little), Lois Sharlock, Mary Poscich (Poscich), David DeVaux (Poscich), Carol Castellano (Landis),
Bruce Youngman (Landis), Bill (Holtz), Nancy (Nutter), Barbara Price (Freyer), Grant Sylvestri (Little), Gavin & Lisa Fowkes, Dolly Meran (Kenny), Nancy Kenny, Emmet (Holtz),
Lily (Beatty), Jane Barnett, Marie Denardo (Kenny), Betty Hoy (Kenny), Lizzy Henry
(Landis), Gia (Beatty), Shirley (Senor), Bill Lemmon, Bob Schrecengost (Holtz), Pat
Dicesere (Stander), Simon Stanley (Hudson), Tenley & Wil Kenloch (Krause), Sue
Brown (Hilton), and Bill Wilson (uncle), Betty Little, Lucille McBride, Derick Moore (Hilton),
and Denise Fowkes.
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Our Church Family. . . Joys

We welcome newly born
Children of God:

Robert Grayson McBurney
(the tenth!)
Born January 2014
Proud parents are Rob and Emily,
and his big sister is Grace.

We pray for the
families of little ones
on the way:
April

Born January 30, 2014
She joins parents Melanie and Erick,
and big sister Marissa

“For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
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2

-

James Stange

6

-

Jackie Freyer Helm

6 -

Larry Senor

8

-

Ken Halleck

9

-

Stephen Veyo

10 -

Lorin Stewart

12 -

Kenneth Nutter

13 -

Aaron William Anthony

14 -

Richard Pry

June

15 -

Elizabeth LaRose

Wes, Jen, Breydon, Gavin and

16 -

Sharon Beatty

Baby Orvosh

19 -

Ellen Fredrickson

19 -

Nancy Kenny

21 -

Bob Edwards

22 -

William Buterbaugh

July

22 -

Lane Neff

Jeff, Lauren, Vera and

23 -

William R. Wilson

Baby Binford

24 -

Grace Carmichael

24 -

Fredrick Mejia

24 -

Misty (Schilling) Show

25 -

Denise Branthoover

25 -

James Haleen

27 -

Brian Nutter

28 -

Evelyn Farmer

28 -

Sarah Fetterman (Freyer)

30 -

Robert Brooks

30 -

Mallroy Halleck

30 -

Carol Ramaley

31 -

Vincent Geiger

Jonathan, Cara and Baby DeArmond
May

Christy (McBurney), Michael, Mark,
Christopher, Katie and Baby Masters

Edward, Yana and Baby Senor

Delaney Anne Naylor

March Birthdays
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From Pastor Chris...Strength in Who We Are

As we continue to look at where to go in the future,
it is important to look at who we are now. One
thing to recognize is that we would be considered a
“smaller” church. We are not a small church, 75 or
less, but we are smaller. Being a “smaller” church
is not a bad thing. Many people hear those words
and think it means ineffective church. People get
embarrassed by their church for its size. Size is not
a good judge of the health of a church. This lie
that smaller is worse, is one that many people believe. However, being smaller can lead us to do
many things that larger churches can’t do. We can
have more intentional ministry and more relational.
The key to looking forward is recognizing who we
are and who we are not. Recently, an article by by
Joy Skjegstad on this very topic, gave ideas to how
small churches can be more effective and make a
big impact...
Focus: She first said that small churches have to
be more focused in what they do. Instead of having several people doing 10 different ministries in
the one church, have all the people more focused
on fewer ministries. This would mean we would
have to seriously look at all the ministries we do
and choose a couple to spend more time and resources on. People believe that the small church
can’t make a big impact, but the truth is that we
can if we are focused in what we do well. This
would make things simpler and easier. It would
also make the mission of this church clear and it
would stand out to people outside of this church.

churches can be effective is through partnerships.
We may not have the resources or people to do a
huge ministry, but we could partner up with other
churches or groups. This year the youth group has
partnered up with another youth group once a
month. This has allowed us to do things that we
can’t do with our current size. For many years we
have also been working with other churches for
Vacation Bible School. Recently, our mission
committee has also decided to open our congregation to join Newlonsburg Presbyterian Church on
their mission trip in the spring to New Jersey.
What will make smaller churches stronger in the
future is our ability to break down walls in between
other churches and join in doing great ministry.
What ministries do we have that may benefit if we
join up with other groups?
Very often we see our numbers and compare them
to the past. I have heard very often in my year and
half here, “it’s not the same as it used to be.” This
phrase is said throughout churches all over the
country. New church plants are often very effective because they don’t have the past to compare
to. They see 50 people at a service and say, “wow,
we have 50 people, we can do a lot with these people!” Maybe the best thing we can do is affirm
who we are and be excited about what we can do
here, now and in the future.
Pastor Chris Dericks

Relationships: One of the things that make smaller
churches stand out to people is that they are more
relational. People know each other and enjoy seeing each other. This can be very welcoming to
people. The original churches that were started by
the disciples were started in houses. These people
knew how to live life together. They didn’t get
upset because they were smaller, they enjoyed
growing closer to Jesus in whatever size they were.
They loved Jesus and loved each other.
Partnerships: Another way Joy said that smaller
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Christian Education
Pine Springs Camp
Are you looking for a vital encounter with Jesus Christ?
Are you interested in growing in your faith and discipleship? Yes? Then Pine Springs Camp is for you. And
there is a camp program available for everyone! Check
out the page insert in this newsletter or go to the Pine
Springs website at www.pinesprings.org to learn about
the various camps and activities.

Vacation Bible School
July 21—25, 2014
Weird Animals !?

It will be an exciting experience this year at Vacation
Bible School when we discover God’s world of crazy
creatures...including you! Please save these dates and
plan to join us!
Volunteers are needed!
Please join a great group of people to make this VBS
year the best yet! Contact David Krudwig, Pastor Chris,
or Pastor Chuck to learn more.

30 Hour Famine
March 28-29, 2014
6pm (Friday) —2 pm (Saturday)
Love God & Fight Hunger

Q.
Why
Patrick’s

do frogs like St.
Day?

A.

Because they’re always wearing green!

Q.

Why would you never iron a four-leaf clover?

A.

Because you shouldn’t press your luck!

Q.

Why can’t you borrow money from a leprechaun?

A.

Because he’s always short!

Q.

When is an Irish potato not an Irish potato?

A.

When he’s a French fry!

Q.

What do you call a fake stone in Ireland?

A.

A sham rock!

Q.

What would you get if you crossed Christmas
with St. Patrick’s Day?

A.

St. O’Claus!

World Vision’s 30-hour famine opens our eyes to global
hunger and changes the way we see the world. Participating in the Famine means you are doing more than just
raising funds for a cause. You’re helping to save lives—
SERIOUSLY!
Please join our youth, as we partner again with Newlonsburg Presbyterian Church youth on Friday, March 28th
thru Saturday, March 29th to be a part of the change!
Contact Chris Dericks to learn more!

Page 7

F I R S T PR E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R CH

Fun & Fellowship
Lunch Bunch
March 19th

Get out your favorite recipes and join us for delicious
food and great fellowship!

Nutrition Seminar & Social
March 23rd 12:30 PM
Laird Hall

Wes Orvosh will host an educational seminar on nutrition and how it relates to health and disease. He will
cover cooking and meal planning for people with a variety of health issues. A light lunch of nutritional dishes
will be served. Watch for details, signup sheets and nutritional recipes for us to prepare for this great educational and outreach event. Plan to invite your friends
and loved ones.

Easter Breakfast
April 20th

Planning Meeting
March 19th

Please join the planning committee on Wednesday,
March 19th (immediately following Lunch Bunch) to
help plan for this Spring’s Annual Tag Sale. The Tag
Sale set-up begins on Sunday, April 27th. Your help
will be greatly appreciated.

Sale Dates
May 2nd and 3rd
Downsizing? Ready to change your décor? (Tired of
looking at the” same old” decorations – spent too much
time indoors because of this winter’s cold and snow!!)
1st Presby annual Tag Sale can help you find a new
home for those items! We will begin collecting items on
Sunday, April 27th (noon to 3pm) in Laird Hall. The
sale will be Friday, May 2nd and Saturday, May 3rd.
Questions: call Mary at 724-327-8035.

Watch for signup sheets. Please plan to bring your food
by Noon the day before Easter or before 8:30 AM on
Easter Morning.

ANNUAL TAG
SALE

M A R C H 20 1 4

Page 8

Worship Services

Murrysville Presbyterian Preschool

March 5th
Ash Wednesday
Communion

March 9th
First Sunday in Lent
Communion
Wear your blue shirt to church as a
testament of one of the ways One Great Hour of
Sharing makes a difference!

The MPP is collecting loose change for this Leukemia
Society-sponsored program. Please help us save lives
by donating to the coin boxes located in the Narthex
and at Laird Hall.

MPP Spaghetti Dinner
April 25th

Volunteers are needed for the Annual Murrysville
Presbyterian Preschool Spaghetti Dinner on Friday,
April 25th Please be generous with your time and talents by volunteering and/or baking cookies. Look for
volunteer sign-up sheets in the Narthex and Laird
Hall, or contact Misty Show at 724-575-0459 (or
misshow1028@yahoo.com).

March 16th
Second Sunday in Lent
Sandwich Sunday

All proceeds from the dinner benefit our preschool
program. This is wonderful opportunity to get out of
the kitchen and enjoy a fun evening. Please bring
your friends!

March 23rd
Third Sunday in Lent

March 30th
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Order forms for Easter flowers will
be available beginning March 13th.
Look for them in the Narthex and
Laird Hall, or call Lori in the
church office.

Pennies for Patients
March 3—March 18
Page 9
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Help Lucky the Leprechaun find his pot of gold!

F E B R U A R Y 20 1 4

Did You Know . . .?
Leave those thoughts of snowstorms behind! Spring is coming...here are some fun ideas to help you welcome the
season:
1. Grow something you can eat. Plant a garden at home, or look for a community garden where you can
volunteer.
2. Go to a baseball game. Just for a change, look into local minor league, college, or even high school games.
3. Sleep outside. Go ahead...have an adventure. Pitch a tent and pack a flashlight. You’ll never for the experience!
4. See all the new baby animals at the zoo. Enough said!
5. Teach someone to play golf. If you love the game, give a young friend the patient instruction it takes to impart its
wisdom.
6. Make a birdfeeder. Bring the birds back to your yard, find your binoculars, and enjoy the show.
7. Get dirty in the yard. Mow the grass, pull weeds, till the flower beds. Find the fun in getting back to nature.
8. Have a garage sale. You’ll meet some interesting folks...and maybe even make a new friend or two.
9. Play in the rain. We spend so much time running to bet out of the rain that we forget how nice a warm shower
can feel. Put on your swimsuit and get outside for some old-fashion fun!
10. Pray. Always remember to thank God for your blessings, no matter what season it is!
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E-mail: firstpresby2004@windstream.net
Worship Services:
8:30a.m.—Morning Worship in Laird Hall
9:45a.m - Sunday School for all ages
11:00a.m.—Morning Worship in Sanctuary
5:00p.m.—Youth Group in Laird Hall
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Office Hours:
9:00am-1:00 p.m.—Monday thru Friday

Address Service Requested
Dated Material-Please deliver promptly

Next newsletter deadline is March 14th!

