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Cedarburg’s Christmas story
Immanuel youth/Christmas Carol Club, 6:30 p.m. to 6:50 p.m.
and 7 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. and First Immanuel Lutheran School
Girl Scouts, 7:30 p.m. to 7:40 p.m. and 8 p.m. to 8:20 p.m.; on
Dec. 21, Los Posadas, a shared event, begins at 6 p.m. at the
First Immanuel Lutheran Church, W67 N622 Evergreen Blvd.
All are welcome to attend this traditional Mexican Christmas
celebration. The group will walk down Washington Avenue to
look for shelter for Mary and Joseph, ending the journey at
the Live Nativity at Advent.
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Left, members of the cast include Sophia Ransdell as Mary,
Truman Ransdell as Joseph, Roman Ransdell as Baby Jesus,
Natalie Hill and Linea Harries as sheep, Vivian (Vivi) Line and
Charlotte (Charlie) Baivier as angels, Max Line as the shepherd,
Clare Abrahamson as the cow and Cole Abrahamson as the
donkey. Right, retired pastor Mark Belnap provided the sheep in
the pen.

By Kay Dahlke
News Graphic Features Editor

CEDARBURG — “We need a little Christmas,” said Kathy Schmidt to herself more than
20 years ago. And with that, Cedarburg’s Live Nativity was born.
Schmidt, Cedarburg, reminisced that as she looked around Cedarburg and saw all the
commercial holiday activity, she decided it was time to bring the true Christmas story
back to the city. She persuaded her husband, Jim Schmidt, to build a nativity scene in their
back yard. Next, she arranged with Advent Lutheran Church to use the space between the
church and the Interurban Bridge the four Fridays before Christmas for the setting. And
for the last 19 years, youngsters from Cedarburg churches have dressed in costumes and
recreated the Christmas story.
Each church that participates in the presentation hosts two pageants, and for the next
two weeks, there will be two churches, for a total of four programs. The final performances
will take place Dec. 21.
Now in its 20th year, the live nativity celebrated the first Friday performance last week
with youngsters and a choir from Advent Lutheran Church.
Here’s the rest of the schedule:
Friday, St. Francis Borgia School, 6:30 p.m. to 6:50 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 7:20 p.m.; and
Heritage Baptist Church, 7:30 p.m. to 7:40 p.m. and 8 p.m. to 8:20 p.m.; Dec. 14, First

Bethany Thiede-Wray, far right, served as Advent’s narrator Friday evening, and the Advent
Lutheran Church Choir performed carols to accompany the narrative.

HHS’s ‘The Cave’ wins
five awards at state
Photos submitted

Far left: the one-act class and their awards. Left,
Kaet Sisney as Ash and Mary Wilkerson as Enki.
Above, Ash and the Firefly Chorus. Right,
Gatekeepers of the Cave, Bev Gabor and Megan
Siatczynski.
MEQUON — The Homestead High School One Act Competition Class spent its fall writing its own
play, “The Cave.” Based on Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave,” the class created a visually stunning piece
under the guidance of their director, Amelia Figg-Franzoi. The piece asked two very different
questions: What do we do when you have attained knowledge, will you help or hinder society?; and what
is the difference between theatre and dance?
Homestead advanced to the state competition in La Crosse in November, winning five awards —
Critics Choice, Ensemble Acting, Stage Crew and two Individual Acting Awards were given to sophomore
Kaet Sisney for her portrayal of Ash and senior Mary Wilkerson for her portrayal and manipulation of
the puppet character, Enki.

‘Disney’s the Little Mermaid Jr.’ is SFB’s fall play
Photos submitted
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CEDARBURG — St. Francis Borgia Catholic School produced a musical for the
second year in a row, “Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr.” The cast and crew performed
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through eighth-grade students, who auditioned in May of last school year and have
been dedicated and working hard ever since. Everything from the costume design to the

