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MEQUON — The Homestead High School One Act Competition Class spent its fall writing its own
play, “The Cave.” Based on Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave,” the class created a visually stunning piece
under the guidance of their director, Amelia Figg-Franzoi. The piece asked two very different
questions: What do we do when you have attained knowledge, will you help or hinder society?; and what
is the difference between theatre and dance?

Homestead advanced to the state competition in La Crosse in November, winning five awards —
Critics Choice, Ensemble Acting, Stage Crew and two Individual Acting Awards were given to sophomore
Kaet Sisney for her portrayal of Ash and senior Mary Wilkerson for her portrayal and manipulation of
the puppet character, Enki.
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Santa isn’t the only one keeping track of
who is naughty and who is nice. Better
Business Bureau is warning consumers

to beware of these common holiday scams: 
Be cautious shopping online. Because

many retailers now have chip card readers,
fraud at bricks-and-mortar stores is down, so

scammers have shifted their efforts online. Use a credit (not debit) card online
and only shop on secure websites. Look for https in the address (the extra “s” is
for “secure”) and for a lock symbol.

Look-alike websites: When shopping online, make sure to use only
legitimate websites. Watch out for URLs that use the names of well-known
brands along with extra words.

Fake shipping notifications: These can have attachments or links to sites
that will download malware on your computer to steal your identity and your
passwords. Don’t be fooled by a holiday phishing scam.

E-cards: Electronic cards can be great fun, but be careful. Two red flags to
watch out for are: the sender’s name is not apparent; you are required to share
additional information to get the card.

Letters from Santa: Several trusted companies offer charming and
personalized letters from Santa, but scammers mimic them to get personal
information from unsuspecting parents. Check with BBB.org to find out which
ones are legitimate.

Emergency scam: Be cautious if you get a call from a family member or

friend claiming to be in an accident, arrested or hospitalized while traveling in another
country. Never send money unless you confirm with another family member that it’s true.

Phony charities: Everyone is in a generous mood at the holidays, so scammers take
advantage of that with fake charity solicitations in email, on social media sites and even by
text. Check out charities at Give.org before donating.

Temporary holiday jobs: Retailers and delivery services need extra help at the
holidays, but beware of solicitations that require you to share personal information online

or pay for a job lead. Apply in person or go to retailers’ main websites to find
out who is hiring.

Unusual forms of payment: Be wary of anyone who asks you to pay for
holiday purchases using prepaid debit cards, gift cards, wire transfers, third
parties, etc. These payments cannot be traced and cannot be undone. 

Free gift cards: Pop-up ads or email offering free gift cards are often just a
ploy to get your personal information that can later be used for identity theft.

Social media gift exchange: It sounds like a great deal; buy one gift and
get 36 in return. But it’s just a variation on a pyramid scheme and it's illegal.

To find out more about scams or to report one, go to BBB Scam Tracker
(bbb.org/scamtracker).

Check out BBB.org to look up a business, file a complaint, write a customer
review, report a scam, read tips, follow us on social media and more.

James D. Temmer of Cedarburg is president/CEO of Better Business
Bureau of Wisconsin. Interested in finding out how BBB can help you? Visit
www.bbb.org.
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CEDARBURG — “We need a little Christmas,” said Kathy Schmidt to herself more than
20 years ago. And with that, Cedarburg’s Live Nativity was born.

Schmidt, Cedarburg, reminisced that as she looked around Cedarburg and saw all the
commercial holiday activity, she decided it was time to bring the true Christmas story
back to the city. She persuaded her husband, Jim Schmidt, to build a nativity scene in their
back yard. Next, she arranged with Advent Lutheran Church to use the space between the
church and the Interurban Bridge the four Fridays before Christmas for the setting. And
for the last 19 years, youngsters from Cedarburg churches have dressed in costumes and
recreated the Christmas story. 

Each church that participates in the presentation hosts two pageants, and for the next
two weeks, there will be two churches, for a total of four programs. The final performances
will take place Dec. 21.

Now in its 20th year, the live nativity celebrated the first Friday performance last week
with youngsters and a choir from Advent Lutheran Church. 

Here’s the rest of the schedule: 
Friday, St. Francis Borgia School, 6:30 p.m. to 6:50 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 7:20 p.m.; and

Heritage Baptist Church, 7:30 p.m. to 7:40 p.m. and 8 p.m. to 8:20 p.m.; Dec. 14, First

Immanuel youth/Christmas Carol Club, 6:30 p.m. to 6:50 p.m.
and 7 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. and First Immanuel Lutheran School
Girl Scouts, 7:30 p.m. to 7:40 p.m. and 8 p.m. to 8:20 p.m.; on
Dec. 21, Los Posadas, a shared event, begins at 6 p.m. at the
First Immanuel Lutheran Church, W67 N622 Evergreen Blvd.
All are welcome to attend this traditional Mexican Christmas
celebration. The group will walk down Washington Avenue to
look for shelter for Mary and Joseph, ending the journey at
the Live Nativity at Advent.

THIENSVILLE —
Suburban Motors
Harley-Davidson will
host its annual series
of holiday open
houses, beginning
Saturday and Dec. 15.
Doors open at 9:30 a.m.
at each event.

Admission is free.
Everyone who attends
will receive a raffle
ticket for a chance at

the Let’s Make a Deal game that is played like the TV show
of the same name, with the chance to win cash prizes and
merchandise. Those who bring three nonperishable food
items will receive an extra chance. All food collected will
be delivered to the Saukville Food Pantry. 

On Dec. 15, the Let’s Make a Deal game will offer an
additional incentive, with the chance to win a pre-owned
1994 Ultra Classic bike. Free pictures with Santa will be
taken from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be  complimentary food
and drink and discounts on retail in-stock merchandise.

Suburban Motors is located at 139 N. Main St. 
in Thiensville. 

For information, call 262-242-2464.

Help the hungry, 
win a chance at a Harley

Photos by Art Dahlke

Left, members of the cast include Sophia Ransdell as Mary,
Truman Ransdell as Joseph, Roman Ransdell as Baby Jesus,
Natalie Hill and Linea Harries as sheep, Vivian (Vivi) Line and
Charlotte (Charlie) Baivier as angels, Max Line as the shepherd,
Clare Abrahamson as the cow and Cole Abrahamson as the
donkey. Right, retired pastor Mark Belnap provided the sheep in
the pen.

Bethany Thiede-Wray, far right, served as Advent’s narrator Friday evening, and the Advent
Lutheran Church Choir performed carols to accompany the narrative.

Cedarburg’s Christmas story
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Far left: the one-act class and their awards. Left,
Kaet Sisney as Ash and Mary Wilkerson as Enki.
Above, Ash and the Firefly Chorus. Right,
Gatekeepers of the Cave, Bev Gabor and Megan
Siatczynski.

HHS’s ‘The Cave’ wins  
five awards at state

CEDARBURG — St. Francis Borgia Catholic School produced a musical for the
second year in a row, “Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr.” The cast and crew performed
three shows earlier this semester.  

The musical received standing ovations for the outstanding performance of third-

through eighth-grade students, who auditioned in May of last school year and have
been dedicated and working hard ever since. Everything from the costume design to the
stage direction and choreography was seamlessly executed, leaving guests thoroughly
entertained by the production.  

‘Disney’s the Little Mermaid Jr.’ is SFB’s fall play
Photos submitted


