
Phil and Amanda Olson
We decided to do a little something different by having a fire where kids and parents 
could fix s'mores for their treat. Although our neighborhood is full of older people, we 
had several families from an aparment building down the street who came by. The 
families seemed surprised for someone to being doing something like this on Halloween 
and they seemed to enjoy it. Dara Appleby brought the kids over and it was fun to see 
the kids enjoying some fun when things have been so difficult at home with their dad so 
sick. I invited a retired couple over the day before and she came down for a little while, 
but the next day I went up to return something and I talked with them for about an hour 
(even while they were trying to watch the Hawkeye game, LOL) Phil's parents came 
over to help out and it was nice to be able to spend sometime with them.

Kim Thomas
Mark, Sam and I made a pot of hot apple cider, filled up our thermoses and headed out 
to treat our neighbors...no tricks. We knocked on doors where the lights were on. There 
were many surprised looks as they peeked out their doors and saw 3 adults outside. 
Sam put his hood up and partially over his face in an attempt to appear "costumed" :) 
Every single person took us up on the offer of a hot cup of cheer. They were very 
surprised and grateful. Many asked us to step inside and visit for a few minutes. We 
shared that Jesus tells us to share a cup of cold water but we thought hot cider was 
more appropriate on a chilly fall night. A couple of places asked if we wanted to come in 
and visit. We did feel the press of time....wanting to contact as many as possible as well 
as the press of their doorbell ringing. I would really like to invite people to a little drop in 
gathering some Saturday or Sunday afternoon....before the weather gets too awful. This 
really was a God thing as none of us have the gift of hospitality. It was so precious to 
just love on folks and serve them and to be so welcomed.

Jeff Harper
This is probably not the kind of thing you had in mind exactly but wanted to let you know 
that it freed my evening up to do a yard raking project for a senior saint in our church. It 
was the only time available in the week she needed it done so it worked out perfectly 
and was time well-spent. The project helped her out and she contributed toward an 
upcoming mission trip for me. Thanks.

Jim and Adam Hugley
I just wanted you to know that Adam and I along with another Brother Gideon, Steve 
Aljets, were a part of a "Trunk and Treat" event in the parking lot of the Ft. Des Moines 
Church of Christ at S.E. 5th and Army Post Road on Beggar's Night, October 30th. We 
had the opportunity to give to each of the young children and many of their parents a 
New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs as well. We gave out to total of 157 
Scriptures. One young boy said, "Look Mom, I have my own Bible." So the Lord blessed 
our night. Pray that many will open His Word and read about the Saving Grace and 
Love of Jesus Christ. - Jim



Danny and Sarah Lightner
Our Beggar's Night Story: We borrowed one of the church's popcorn machines and 
made popcorn in our garage to hand out, in addition to candy. We live in a 
neighborhood that is surrounded by apartment complexes, and most of those families 
come to our neighborhood for beggar's night, so we handed out 250 bags of popcorn! 
The trick-or-treaters came in waves, and there were several times where we had 20 
people lined up in our driveway waiting to get popcorn! Sometimes we couldn't keep up 
with it fast enough! But that allowed us to talk to people while they waited in line. I'm 
sure as people approached our house, seeing a line in the driveway, they would 
wonder, "What is going on here?" We had a lot of great comments, people impressed at 
the set up and that we would take the time to do something like this, something that was 
"above and beyond" the norm, especially since we were giving it out to parents, too. 
There is one lady in our neighborhood named "Nada"--her husband was a Bosnian 
Refugee fleeing war several years ago. We initially met her a couple years ago at an 
Easter Egg Hunt that we hosted at our house (in the rain!). When she arrived at our 
house with her kids, she said something to the effect of "you guys do a lot for 
neighborhood kids", and she specifically mentioned the hot chocolate that we gave out 
at Beggar's night last year. Yay, someone is noticing! I also met a neighbor that I had 
never met before, named Dave. I got to have an extended conversation with him, and 
he came around a second time later in the evening just to say hi! One funny thing that 
happened: a girl in a cheerleaders' costume with short shorts and her stomach exposed 
came into our garage, and Josiah pointed to her and said quite loudly, "she's 
immodest!" Let's hope he keeps thinking that for another 20 years or so…

Brent Jackson
Beggar's Night We used Beggar's Night to continue interacting with our neighbors and 
deepen friendships. Back in September we encouraged people on our street (a 2 block 
section) to welcome trick or treaters and make 35th Street a great place to be. We also 
welcomed people to join us at our house since we would have a fire pit, hot chocolate 
and temporary tatoos for the kiddos. Five families came to our house to hang out! 
During the evening we were able to learn about one family's spiritual background, and 
we hope to have a natural connection with them as they are very neighborly. With 
another family we learned more about the husbands dietary restrictions (Celiac) and 
invite them over for dinner (hopefully next week). Two other highlights...Deb Boscaljon 
was able to join us which allowed us to "live on mission' with someone from our life 
group! Deb was an awesome addition as we had fun together and she quickly 
welcomed and served people who came to our house. Our international student and 
one of her friends also joined us so that they could experience Halloween for the first 
time. Both students trick-or-treated our neighborhood with Nikki and our kids. 
Throughout the night we learned more about their background, learned our student's 
real Chinese name (a story for later), and simply had fun together. I loved how the 
students and our kids were able to Jesus in action through hospitality and friendship in a 
natural environment. Walking with Jesus together was a lot of fun!




