
 

 

A Word From Our Pastor 

Dr. Gary Carver 
 

 

A call to prayer!  Please be in prayer for the approaching 

holiday season that God will use these activities to reach 

the unchurched for Christ.  Please be in prayer for your 

Budget committee, Stewardship committee, and 

Nominating committee as they work to prepare for 

2015.  Please be in prayer as we have only two months 

to make up our current budget deficit of $102,162.72 of 

expenditures to receipts.  These last two months must 

be a time of prayer and putting feet and pocketbooks to 

those prayers. 

Pardon a personal footnote:  Last week Mr. Reagan died.  

Billy “Rip” Reagan, Mr. Reagan to us who were 

privileged to study under him, led the Emma Sansom 

High School Rebel Marching and Concert Bands to three 

VFW National Championships in 1957, 58, 59 in Miami, 

New York and Los Angeles.  Mr. Reagan took a bunch of 

cotton mill and steel mill kids, who had little and gave us 

a whole lot of discipline, pride and self-worth.  I have 

never been a part of any organization that could equal 

Mr. Reagan’s for its drive and spirit. 

I once wrote him a note thanking him for giving to us the 

gift of wearing the coveted purple and gold Rebel Band 

jacket, the symbol of excellence.  Those who wore it 

were simply the best.  That does not happen every day. 

His teaching and inspiration was exceeded only by the 

kind of person he was.  I had not seen him in over 35 

years, when he approached me in a Boaz mall and said, 

“You look like Gary Carver.” 

Reader’s Digest used to have a feature entitled, “The 

most unforgettable character I ever met.”  Mr. Reagan, 

you will never be forgotten by the thousands whose 

lives were blessed to be touched by you. 

 

Grace & Peace  

Gary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It will happen sooner, or later.”  Have you ever said or 

heard that statement? 

 

In our case, it is happening sooner – The holiday season 

is upon us!  The choirs are engaged in preparation, the 

hand bells are cranking up, and tempus fugits! 

 

I want to provide a partial list of seasonal music 

scheduled for First Cumberland so that you may be 

aware of our planning and activities.  Here goes: 

 

November 30 – Hanging of the Greens service 

December 7 AM –   Choir Christmas Service 

December 7 PM -  East Tennessee Symphony & Choir 

December 24 -  Christmas Eve Service 

December 28  -  Moravian Love Feast Service 

 

Be prepared to enjoy listening to singing and ringing 

from your children, the adult choir, our hand bells, 

brass, organ, harp, and a few guests.  You won’t want to 

miss anything this time around! 

 

Oh, and it’s not too late!  If you would like to be part of 

our holiday music program at First Cumberland, please 

feel free to call me at the church office, or email me at 

gerald@firstcumberland.com 

 

Gerald 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the mission projects this congregation has faithfully 

supported for many years is Operation Christmas Child. This 

is a wonderfully far reaching ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, 

founded by Rev. Franklin Graham, which reaches more than 8 

million children in 100 different countries around the world 

with gift-filled shoe boxes.  This is a mission project that 

everyone can easily participate in, sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with disadvantaged children for very little out of pocket 

expense. This year we are making it even easier for you to 

participate by providing the shoe boxes for you. All you will 

need to do is donate as little or as much as you feel 

comfortable giving and on Wednesday, November 19 we will 

have a Packing Celebration and Dedication as our 

Wednesday night programming. Please bring your donations 

to church on or before Sunday, November 16 and place them 

in the containers outside my office. On Wednesday evening 

November 19, sort items, write notes, and label boxes that 

will then be taken to a local distribution center. Our goal is 

100 boxes, so please consider what you would like to provide! 

Below is a list of suggested items from Samaritan’s Purse: 

 

1.) Hygiene Items:  Ziplock bag that includes toothbrush, 

toothpaste, mild bar soap (in plastic bag), comb, and 

washcloth. 

2.) School Supplies:  pens, pencils and sharpeners, 

crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing 

pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture 

books, etc. 

3.) Toys:  small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, 

harmonicas, yo-yo’s, jump ropes, small Etch a Sketch, 

toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), 

Slinky, etc. 

4.) Other:  hard candy and lollipops, mints, gum (all 

candy in Ziploc bags), T-shirts, socks, ball caps, 

sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights 

(with extra batteries). 

5.) A personal note:  If you would like to enclose a 

personal note, you may write one prior to the Packing 

Party or use the stationary provided for you at the 

event. 

6.) Picture of you and your family! 

7.) DO NOT INCLUDE:  Used or damaged items, war-

related items such as toy guns, knives or military 

figures; chocolate or food, out of date candy, liquids 

or lotions, medications or vitamins, breakable items 

such as snow globes or glass containers, aerosol cans 

Each box costs $7 to mail. Our church will make one single 

check to Samaritan’s Purse; therefore, if you are bringing 

items to donate, would you please make a $7 check payable 

to First Cumberland Presbyterian Church and give them to 

either Janice, Tammi or Jenni  when you drop off your 

donations.  You may also bring your donation on the night of 

the event.  Additionally, if you would like to track a box, you 

may make your donation online at www. 

Samaritanspurse.org/ezgive and bring your printed label to 

place on a box.  As Franklin Graham says “Your gift of love 

may be the door God uses to open a child’s heart to Jesus 

Christ.” 

Feel free to email me if you have any questions, 

jennifaires@gmail.com. We don’t want to discourage anyone 

who enjoys shopping and filling their own box; however, by 

providing donations, we can come together as a community 

of faith in prayer and celebration as we work together for a 

greater good. Mark your calendars now! November 19, a 

night where Jesus will be glorified through the work of this 

church! 

 

Thinking Up! 

Jenni 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Isaiah 51:3 

“For the Lord comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places 

and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like a garden 

of the Lord; joy & gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving 

& the voice of song.” 

  

We are all contributors to the Community of Thanksgiving 

right here!  October you brought Coats and other Outer Wear 

to share with the Day Care families and others in need in our 

community.  Thank you! 

  

This Month will be the Thankful Hearts Food Drive for the 

Community Kitchen, the Loaves and Fishes for feeding 

starving children and vouchers for the Food Bank. The 

Campbell’s Food Labels, Boxtops and Drink Tabs will also be 

distributed to our Partners in Ministry. Don’t forget that we 

will also be Partnering with Samaritan’s Purse in Operation 

Christmas Child. 

  

Health Tips – Get your flu and pneumonia vaccines to protect 

your loved ones and yourselves. Also, November is Smoking 

Cessation Month. If you would like a resource, you may 

contact the TN Tobacco Quit Line @ 1-800-QUIT-NOW, or  

1-800-784-8669. 

  

Our Church is singing the song of Thanksgiving for our 

Missionaries with our support through Our United Outreach 

(OUO) as Rev. Cliff Hudson shared with us during our Annual 

Missions meeting earlier in the Fall. We are progressing with 

the Missions Committee strategic plan to support Missionary 

L as they provide church planting and evangelism in Asia.  If 

you have not already done so, please add Missionary L to 

your prayer list. The support from the Annual Fundraiser will 

be utilized in part for this support. 

  

Take care & God bless – 

Ronni 

423-314-7548 

 


