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Sarah Quattrochi (Youth and Community Outreach/
Engagement Director) and Karrie Crawford (TLC Director) have begun their respective jobs. We are excited
about the future of these programs under their direction. An installation service will take place for them on
Sunday, May 6, during the morning worship hour.

Potluck
Sunday—May 6!

Contact
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Non-argumentative Arguments
By Courtney Krueger

On Sunday, April 22 I preached about how Paul and Silas surprised
a jailer into listening to them. The jailer was apparently not swayed by
their singing or praying. But when Paul, Silas and all the other prisoners
did not flee as all the prison doors flew open, he was surprised enough to
listen to what they had to say. The main point of the sermon was that we
too have the best chance of being great witnesses by surprising people
with our love, joy, and sacrifice for them.

Active Shooter
Response Training
On May 9 from 10 am—12 pm First Cumberland Presbyterian
Church will host an active-shooter-response training course. The
session will be led by Chris Jones, training specialist at the University of Tennessee’s Law Enforcement Innovation Center.

The training will cover guidelines for making emergency management plans as well as teaching how to beef up security, de-escalate
active shootings and how to best use surveillance cameras, remote
door locks and other security technology.
This course is free to all who wish to attend.

Friday, May 25
Watch for more info
As we get closer to the day!
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Gerald Peel ........................... Director of Music
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I quoted Ignatius of Antioch, one of my favorite early church fathers. He was bishop of Antioch and was arrested and taken in chains to
Rome to be killed for sport in the Coliseum. Along the way, he wrote a
number of letters. One of those was to the church at Ephesus. His words
from all those years ago still ring so true for us today. In the letter, he
asked the church to pray for him and then he says, “But pray unceasingly
also for the rest of humanity, for they offer ground for hoping that they
may be converted and win their way to God. Give them an opportunity
therefore, at least by your conduct, of becoming your disciples. Meet their
angry outbursts with your own gentleness, their boastfulness with your
humility, their revilings with your prayers, their error with your constancy
in the faith, their harshness with your meekness; and beware of trying to
match their example. Let us prove ourselves their brothers and sisters
through courtesy.”
A more modern quote that has the same intention comes from
Madeleine L’Engle, author of “A Wrinkle in Time” and many other books.
She said, “We draw people to Christ not by loudly discrediting what they
believe, by telling them how wrong they are and how right we are, but by
showing them a light that is so lovely that they want with all their hearts to
know the source of it.”
I once heard someone say, “No one ever became a Christian because they lost the argument.” However, that doesn’t mean there aren’t
arguments to be made. We can make compelling arguments (with both
words and action) without being argumentative. On Sunday, April 29 we
will continue to focus on how we can be witnesses by considering the verbal arguments Paul made to the Philosophers in Athens. You can find the
story in Acts 17:16-34. I look forward to being in worship with you and to
committing with you to witness for Christ through both word and deed!

Wednesday Night
Memorial Day Event
On Wednesday, May 23, at 6:15 pm
we welcome guest speaker SSG. Ed
Winkelman, as he shares his personal testimony with us. He served
with the 504 Airborne Infantry of
the 82nd Airborne Division and also
the 75th Rangers of the 25th Infantry
Division.
Come early at 5:45 pm for a dinner
of fried chicken, potato salad,
baked beans, dessert & drink for $6
per person. Children will receive a
kid friendly meal (like pizza) for
free. Reservations must be made
with the church office for the meal.
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Women’s Ministry
Meeting
Join the Women’s Ministry for their
monthly meeting on Tuesday, May 1 at
11 am. Please bring a sandwich and
stay after the meeting for a fellowship
lunch. Chips, drinks and dessert will be
provided.

Stripped: Uncovering Art and Life
A 6 Week Study for ages 17-25(ish)

Where will we meet? Sar ah & Sam Quattr ochi' s home at 502 Hillcrest Avenue, Chattanooga, TN 37411 (about 5 minutes from church)
When will we meet? Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
(First meeting is May 14)
What will we do? On May 14, we will enjoy dinner, socialize,
and take a look at copies of "Stripped: Uncovering Art and Life" it's a 6 week study that we will begin on Monday, June 4.
During the study, we'll discuss concepts like isolation, reconciliation, meaning, value, truth, and God - it's a study for believers and
non-believers alike. How do you launch into such weighty subjects? Center the conversation on the great artists and masterpieces of the western
world: The Scream by Munch, Mona Lisa by Da Vinci, Return of the Prodigal
Son by Rembrandt, among other works.

By Bess Williams

Jo Hughes ................................ 05/01
Cindy Williams.......................... 05/02
Avery Faires ............................. 05/05
Linda Hopf ................................ 05/05
Margaret Hall............................ 05/07
Caroline Barnes ....................... 05/08
Jim Young ................................ 05/10
Margaret Liner .......................... 05/12
Tia Rusk ................................... 05/15
Janette McCroskey .................. 05/16
Jeff Smith ................................. 05/17
Betty Booth .............................. 05/18
Charla Koozer .......................... 05/21
Mack Fairley ............................. 05/22
Bud Connally ............................ 05/23
Marty Fletcher .......................... 05/23
Kelly Keith ................................ 05/23
Carolyn Clement ...................... 05/24
McKaylyn Fults ......................... 05/26
Regena Richardson ................. 05/26
David Moore ............................. 05/29
Scott Sussdorff ......................... 05/29
Terra Nunley ............................ 05/30
Jo Pelham ................................ 05/30
Dixie Walker ............................. 05/31

Find creative ways to let people know
about all the great things going on at
First Cumberland. Then make sure you
let Courtney or the church office know
what you did.
And remember that it is YOUR job to
give a gift bag to guests on Sunday - you
can find gift bags in a plastic box in the
Narthex and in the North Transept.
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As the start of one our largest ministries, Dayplayers Summer Camp, approaches I
find myself very much looking forward to seeing returning campers and meeting all
of our new campers as well. I'm excited to see how they've grown- physically,
mentally and spiritually. Dayplayer families will entrust us with their most precious
possessions this summer... their children. This fact is always on my mind. As I interviewed possible counselors and visited with the returning counselors (2/3 of the
staff from last year will be returning- and many of them are former daycare kids
and Dayplayer campers as well!) I found myself repeating one phrase... "we are
here to show the children God's love by giving them our love, care and patience." They deserve that. As if this fact wasn't already in the forefront of my
mind, it became even more so after I attended the funeral of Virginia Card. Virginia
Card was the founder and director of the Dayplayers for longer than I could ever imagine to be. One thing that
stood out to me in hearing stories about her was that she was PRESENT. When she was with children- she was
mentally and physically PRESENT. I couldn't help but be reminded of both my grandmas when I thought is
this. My grandmas were much like Virginia Card in that, when it came time for a family gathering, both of
them would play with the kids instead of hang out with the adults. We always felt loved and that our happiness and well being was important to them while we were together. I have so many wonderful memories of
my grandmas, and I could not have felt more loved. I know now that even when my grandmas had to discipline us kids, that it was done out of love and a concern for shaping us into the type of adults they hoped we
would be. I imagine this is how children felt when Virginia was around, and it's my mission to make sure that
the Dayplayers camp continues this important practice with each and every camper.
I also can't help but be reminded that I have someone alongside me every day at camp that is
a strong example of how to do just that. We have been so fortunate to have another beautiful soul that has dedicated the last 11 years of her life to the Dayplayers- Barb Mattoon. As I
sat at Virginia's funeral, I realized that Barb is wonderful example of all the things that Virginia
felt were important as well. Barb is dedicated to children with every fiber of her being- and
the kids all love "Miss Barb" so much.

This should be fun, enlightening, and a great
way to get to know new people. We're going
to start by inviting young people who are connected to the church through DayPlayers, the
daycare, life guards, our current members and
youth. All friends are welcome as well!

Don’t Forget About the Staff/
Deacon Session Outreach Challenge
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New Hope Class

So as summer approaches, I am going to put a focus on making sure that we do everything we can to
be PRESENT with our campers- so they will know our love and the GIFT of God's love. I think this will best continue the legacy that Virginia Card started so many years ago.

Special thanks to Pat
Booth for organizing and
overseeing our Parking
Lot Safety Patrol.
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