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Ushers—please mark your calendars for
Sunday, March 18. After the service a luncheon
will be provided for you followed by training to
aid you in the important ministry of being an
usher. We look forward to a fun and
informative afternoon.

The Leadership of

Remember to set your
clocks forward one hour on
Sunday, March 11th and
make it to the church on

Session
Courtney Krueger (Senior Pastor, Moderator of the Session)
Bruce Antman (Property and Grounds, Music)
Janet Black (Finance, Missions)
Jack Boran (Personnel, Stewardship)
Christy Cooper (Clerk of the Session, Personnel)
Rick Layne (Missions, TLC)
Meredith Middleton (Christian Education)
Shannon Twitchell (CYF)
Diaconate
Carolyn Clement (Property and Grounds)
Mike Craft (CYF)
Eddie Grant (Chairperson of Deacons, Personnel)
Kell Harvey (Vice Chairperson of Deacons, Property and Grounds)
Bridget Johnston (Endowment, Finance)
Jackie Kisting (Secretary of Deacons, TLC)
Katie Marye
Tim McDonald (Property and Grounds, Music)
Sharon Turner
Jill Wynn (Missions)
Full-Time Staff Members
Courtney Krueger, Senior Pastor
Bruce Clark, Organmaster and Senior Adult Director
Steve Faulkner, Building Manager
Karrie Crawford, Interim TLC Director
Tammi Long, Administrative Assistant
Gerald Peel, Director of Music
Bess Williams, Director of Ministries to Children and Families
Committees for 2018 are forming now. If you would like to serve
the Lord and our church on a committee, please contact our pastor
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Our Staff
Dr. Courtney Krueger ................... Senior Pastor
Bruce Clark ............... Organist, Senior Activities
Karrie Crawford ............... Interim TLC Director
Janice Guider ....... Asst. Administrative Assistant
Holly Higgins ....................... Financial Assistant
Tammi Long ................ Administrative Assistant
Gerald Peel ........................... Director of Music
Bess Williams ....Director of Children & Families
Dr. Danny Williams ................................ Pianist
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Staff/Deacons/Elders Outreach Challenge
By Courtney Krueger
When I made my start in ministry both raising a budget and growing a
church really weren’t that hard. If you offered quality programs, inspiring worship, and mission opportunities, the money and the growth just kind of took care of
themselves. Our culture has seen profound changes in the last couple of decades,
particularly in terms of church participation. Working hard to ensure that the
church is “being church” just isn’t enough anymore. People need frequent reminders and invitations to be part of the church.
I realized some time ago that being very intentional about outreach was
something I needed to do. I simply had to add to my weekly “to-do” list doing
things to let other people know about our church and/or inviting people (both within and outside) to participate. I challenged myself to be able to list at least one new
thing I did every week in the outreach “department.” Some weeks it has been creating a Facebook ad and posting it to let the community know about our church.
Some weeks I have written letters to friends or prospects of the church. Some
weeks I have picked up the phone or otherwise made a direct contact. Most weeks
I have managed to do all three.
It dawned on me a few weeks ago, that I needed to challenge our staff to
do the same. At staff meeting I gave them the Pastor’s outreach challenge. I challenged each staff member to do at least one outreach activity each week. A new
agenda item for our staff meeting is that we get to “brag” about what we did for
outreach in the last week. I am keeping a record of these, so that we will be able to
do some analysis of what we are doing and what seems to be working.
It then dawned on me that the staff needed to do a Staff Outreach challenge for our Deacons and Elders. We issued that challenge to them at the Joint
Staff/Deacon/Session meeting we held this month. A regular agenda item for both
the Deacons and Session will be the chance to brag about what outreach attempts
they made.
Tuesday after the meeting, it dawned on me (I’m clearly a slow learner!)
that we needed to do a Staff/Deacons/Elders Outreach Challenge to the rest of the
congregation. So we challenge YOU – Do at least ONE act of outreach on behalf
of our church each week. Some ideas are:
Invite a friend or neighbor to come with you to worship or for some other
event.
Utilize social media by sharing posts that the church makes or by writing
posts of your own that tell how a particular service or event at church
was meaningful to you.
Write a letter or make a phone call to someone you haven’t seen in church
lately and tell them you miss them.
Talk to someone whom you don’t know and who is in our sanctuary on a
Sunday morning.
Be more creative than these ideas and find ways to enthusiastically promote our church!
When you do an act of outreach, email or call me and brag about
it! I want to know what you are doing, and I will take your ideas and
share them with others. My email is ck@firstcumberland.com
Together we can all help Chattanooga know about the quality programs,
inspiring worship, and mission opportunities that we have to offer!

Church Pride Day
We want to encourage everyone to help
us clean up the church and grounds for
Palm Sunday and Easter. We will meet
on Saturday March 17 from 8 am until
noon (March 24 is our rain date). We
will not be planting anything this year,
since it's too early to avoid frost, but we
need all the help we can get. Bringing
your favorite yard tools, gloves, etc., is
encouraged but not required - we will
have a good collection on hand.
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Palm Sunday Music
By Gerald Peel

Join the Women’s Ministry for their monthly meeting on Tuesday,
March 6 at 11 am. Our guest will speak about missions. Please
bring a sandwich and stay after the meeting for a fellowship lunch.
Chips, drinks and dessert will be provided.

For everything there is a Season
By Bess Williams, Director of Ministries to Children & Families
I've been doing a lot of reading about children's ministry since starting in my
position here at First Cumberland. I wish I could say that I have more answers than
questions, but that wouldn't be the truth. I've done a lot of reading, but even more
planning. Planning ways to get through to the children and to make church a place
where they have fun and fellowship with each other. Planning on how to make it a
place they feel welcome and a place they want to come back to.
I have had lots of help from church members in the past, and I'm realizing
that I need to ask for even more help in the future if we are to grow. I need those
that work with our children to understand that you are not simply fulfilling a need you are part of a MISSION.
"What can I do?" you might be asking? I pray that every member of our
church family would start by doing one thing every
time you interact with our children and youth; welcome them by name. It sounds simple but it's something that the children and youth need to hear. They
want to be included- just as we all do. One of my favorite quotes I have read is this: "If you take a child by
the hand, you take a parent by the heart." If we embrace our children, their families will feel that connection to First Cumberland as well.
There is a season in a person's life when they are most open to learning
what it means to trust God.... and that season is childhood. What is rooted in the
heart of a child is almost impossible to uproot in the life of an adult.
Let's start with the smallest members of our congregation and help the love
of God take root in their hearts during this season of their lives.

March 1, 2018
Friendship Class
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Elizabeth Roemer..................... 03/01
Rufus Marye ............................. 03/02
Addison Rusk ........................... 03/03
Lynn Casey .............................. 03/04
Emma Chambers .................... 03/04
Kaylee Guider .......................... 03/04
Ruby Quattrochi ....................... 03/05
Saylor Stanley .......................... 03/06
Jan Antman .............................. 03/07
Charlie Arant ............................ 03/08
Joshua Harshman .................... 03/09
James Rice .............................. 03/09
Barbara Deweese .................... 03/10
Glenda Pinckard....................... 03/10
Angela Schrader ...................... 03/14
Bess Williams ........................... 03/14
John Bergen ............................. 03/19
Pam Rigsby .............................. 03/19
Elmer Ellis ................................ 03/20
Brenda Turner ......................... 03/20
Carolyn White........................... 03/22
Nadine Mitchell......................... 03/23
Leslie Morgan........................... 03/23
Soloman Rolen......................... 03/23
Janet Black .............................. 03/27
Beth Cox .................................. 03/29
Richard Grant ........................... 03/29
Megan Roberts......................... 03/29
Tommy Turner.......................... 03/29
Whitni Resides ......................... 03/30
Lena McNabb ........................... 03/31
Grady Ragan ............................ 03/31

On Palm Sunday this year (March 25) the choir will sing a set of hymn settings
that are intended for a Tenebrae service. A Tenebrae commemorates the difficult hours just prior to the crucifixion of Christ. Many of these are familiar
hymns that will bring to mind that the suffering of Jesus was not limited to His
time on the Cross. Scriptural narration along with the hymns will take us
through those hours so that we may revisit and reflect on what our Savior has
done for us. Be sure to be in church at 11:00 am on Palm Sunday, March 25 to
be part of it.

Time to
Order
Tenebrae Service 11 am
Taize Service 5 pm

Stations of the Cross 4 –8 pm

Stations of the Cross 4—5:30 pm
Maundy Service with Communion 6 pm

Meetings In March
March 4
CYF committee after potluck
March 5
TLC 5 pm in the library
March 6
Property & Grounds 6 pm
March 19
Deacons 6 pm
March 20
Finance committee 6 pm
March 26
Session 6 pm

Stations of the Cross 9 am—Noon

In the bulletin this
Sunday you will have the
opportunity to purchase
either Easter Lilies or
Food Vouchers in honor
or memory of someone
special to you. Lilies are
$9 each and food
vouchers are $10 each.
The deadline for ordering
will be March 18 so order
early!

Sunrise Service 7:30 am
Pancake breakfast beginning at 8:30 am
Adult Sunday School at 9:45 am
Easter Egg Hunt 10 am
Worship Celebrating Easter at 11 am
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