
 

 

A Word From Our Pastor 

Dr. Gary Carver 
 

 

A Call to Prayer 
 

Spiritual discernment is a process by which we focus our 

prayer, energy and vision to determine God’s will for our 

future.  Now is such a time.  Now is the time for each and all 

of us to lay aside our personal preferences and focus upon 

what is best for First Cumberland. 
 

It is solely out of that concern for what is best for our 

congregation and its future, that I have asked the Session to 

form a pastoral search committee to find my successor.  I also 

have outlined a schedule by which we shall select and train a 

committee to pray through the process that I will help to 

guide all the way to calling a new pastor.  The new pastor’s 

arrival shall be my exit. 
 

Begin now to pray.  The selection of the committee is already 

in process and the names will be shared with you upon its 

completion as to guide your prayers. 
 

I think our church sets upon a wonderful opportunity for 

growth and expanded ministry.  We have a solid financial 

base, an excellent staff and leadership and the most 

wonderful congregation in our city.  How exciting!! 
 

Your Lord is counting on you to do your best for Him during 

this year of transition on the way to a better and brighter 

future.  I can’t wait to see what God is going to do. 
 

Just remember:  “If you pray through the right process, you’ll 

get the right product.” 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Gary 

 
 
 

Is it Spring yet? I hope so! 

As I write this note, we are 

still in the midst of 

confusing February 

weather.  March could 

bring more of the same. 

 

We can be confidant however, in the programs offered by 

First Cumberland.  These provide the perfect opportunity for 

our members to invite friends and neighbors to visit our 

church!   Here is a list of the special musical events that are 

planned for the Spring of 2015. 

 

March 7th, Saturday @ 5pm  The Morehouse College Glee 

Club, will provide an afternoon concert.  The Glee Club has a 

long tradition of significant public appearances, having 

performed at Martin Luther King Jr.'s funeral, President 

Jimmy Carter's inauguration, Super Bowl XXVIII, and the1996 

Summer Olympics in Atlanta. First Cumberland is the initial 

concert on their spring tour which includes stops in 

Cincinnati, New York and Boston. Don't miss this one! 
 

March 29th  Sunday @ 11am  - The Chancel Choir will present 

the cantata “Save In The Cross.”  This cantata is built on Celtic 

music styling, and includes a very colorful orchestration.  This 

will be a definite blessing! 
 

April 5th  Sunday @ Sunrise and 11am – Easter Sunday is 

always amazing at First Cumberland!  Come be inspired at our 

sunrise service, and at our main service.  Time to celebrate 

the resurrection of our Lord! 
 

If you would like to be part of our music program at First 

Cumberland, please feel free to call me at the church office, 

or email me at gerald@firstcumberland.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIG AND EXCITING NEWS making its way to you this month! 

Beginning in early March, the children’s wing of our church is 

getting a GIGANTIC face lift! We have hired professional 

artist, Emily Lackey, to redesign, paint and modernize our 

space -- adding much needed color and bringing the theme of 

LIVING WATER alive on the walls of our children’s 

department. 

 

Imagine, for a moment, an aquarium and the different 

exhibits you walk through. Now take that experience and 

paint those pictures on the walls. Transitioning from the 

rivers to the warm ocean waters to the frozen arctic and to 

the seas, the space will be a journey through one of God’s 

most beautiful creations. Don’t forget all the unique animals 

that God designed to live in these environments. They will 

come to life as well, frolicking in the waters and dancing in 

the seas. Emily has a wonderful way of transforming a wall 

into an unforgettable visual experience, a space that will 

capture the imagination of a child and display the GLORY of 

God’s creation in a way that you have not seen before. 

 

Be sure to check in on the progress each and every week. This 

is a three month project and will cause a bit of disruption 

during the week and on Sunday mornings, but any “pardon 

our progress” issues will be well worth the wait upon final 

completion in May.  

 

Intrigued? I have concept drawings in my office that I would 

love to share. What an exciting time for our congregation! 

Proverbs 29:18 says “Where there is no vision, the people 

perish.” This is the start of several of the objectives that the 

Visioning Report laid out as important investments in the 

future that our church needed to make. We are moving 

forward by creating a space that says First Cumberland values 

its children and their families! What an exciting time it is to 

be a member of this congregation. Share the joy… come 

BUILD and GROW with us! 

Thinking Up! 

Jenni 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Romans 12:13 

“Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 

hospitality.”    
 

Seasoning Lent Class 

The Seasoning Lent Class that Shannon Twitchell, RD and I are 

teaching on Wednesday evenings will continue to meet 

throughout this month. 
  

Easter Lily Ministry 

We would appreciate your assistance with delivery of the 

Easter Lilies to our Homebound through donation and 

delivery.  Please look for the bulletin insert March 8th so you 

can join in this lovely blessing for our entire Church family!!  
  

Missionary Update 

1st CPC Missions Committee selected to support Missionary L, 

whose service is as a church planter and evangelist in Asia.     

Asia is a closed country and that is why the missionaries are 

referenced only by an initial. The Mission Ministry’s website 

defines the services of “Missions to Closed Countries” in the 

following      “The Cumberland Presbyterian Church has 

missionaries and churches in countries that have restrictions 

on religious expression. We have churches, outreach 

ministries, and evangelism efforts in five different closed 

countries. We do not publish the names of these countries or 

the people that work there.”  Please continue to pray for 

Missionary L and our other Missionaries!  If you would like to 

assist in our financial support, please mark your donations as 

Missions Committee for Missionary L. 

  

Hope808 Update 

Hope808 is the UT-Chattanooga Campus Ministry that is 

supported by our church through the Missions Committee. 

They are reporting an ever growing number of participants: 

approximately 200 students coming through the house per 

week. But, we are in need of another person for a vacant 

Board of Directors position. If you are interested in serving, 

please let me or Mark know of your interest. 
 

Pantry Needs:  

Personal Care Items (soap, shampoo, etc. – all sizes 

welcomed including trial sizes) 
 

Health Topics that may interest you… 

• Community Resources – United Way - One of the 

easiest ways to get help is by dialing 2-1-1, 

Tennessee’s community services help line.        

• Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month - Starting at age 

50, everyone should get screened for colorectal 

cancer. Talk to your health care provider about which 

screening test is best for you and how often you need 

it.  

• National Kidney Month - 1 in 9 American adults has 

kidney disease. Millions more don’t even know they 

are at        risk. But kidney disease can be found and 

treated early. Two important steps are to: control 

your blood pressure and control your diabetes. 

Remember – we are happy to check your Blood 

Pressure after the service in the Missions Office which 

is located across the hall from the church office.  Also, 

member Shannon Twitchell, RD is available for 

assisting you with your dietary questions.     
 

Thank you for contributing to the needs of the saints and 

seeking to show hospitality in our own church, community, 

country and around the world!! 

 

Take care & God bless –  

Ronni 

423-314-7548 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The youth will be volunteering with the children at the 

Community Kitchen's Transitional Housing Facility from 3:45-

5:15 on Sunday, March 8 and March 15.  We welcome all who 

would like to assist with these 18 children while their parents 

participate in continuing education classes.  For more info, 

contact Sarah at 423.653.0091 or e-mail 

s_quattrochi@hotmail.com.  

 


