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Meetings
In June

A Publication of First Cumberland Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga

June 4
CYF Committee 6 pm

Organ Notes

June 12
Men’s Fellowship Lunch
11:30 am at Applebee’s on
Brainerd Rd

By Courtney Krueger

June 18
Deacon’s Meeting 6 pm
June 25
Session Meeting 6 pm
June 26
Finance Committee 7 pm

June 7, 2018
Youth

Potluck
Sunday—June 3!

Call the church
office to take
care of cuties
on Sundays
like this one!
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Our Staff
Dr. Courtney Krueger ................... Senior Pastor
Bruce Clark ............... Organist, Senior Activities
Karrie Crawford ........................... TLC Director
Janice Guider ....... Asst. Administrative Assistant
Holly Higgins ....................... Financial Assistant
Tammi Long ................ Administrative Assistant
Gerald Peel ........................... Director of Music
Sarah Quattrochi ....... Dir. of Youth & Outreach
Bess Williams .......... Dir. of Children & Families
Dr. Danny Williams ................................ Pianist

When you think of the Ruffati Organ in our sanctuary, what comes to mind?
The first time I ever walked into our sanctuary, the Pastor Search Committee had a surprise for me. They had
“staged” Bruce at the organ and surreptitiously called him just before Lea and I walked into the narthex. As we stepped
into the sanctuary for the first time, Bruce began playing Trumpet Voluntary. As if the sanctuary is not breathtaking
enough, hearing that majestic tune from that magnificent organ definitely sealed the deal for us. We began praying
hard for a call to serve at First Cumberland!
My favorite organ story comes from Bess Williams’ wedding planning days and also involves Trumpet Voluntary.
14 years ago, as Bess was meeting with Bruce to discuss music for her wedding she was very clear: “I want soft, peaceful
music.” In her words, “Bruce turned his head the way he does and asked, ‘Have you ever heard this organ?’ I shook my
head, ‘no.’ He responded, ‘Then walk to the back of the church.’ I walked back there and he started Trumpet Voluntary.
He had not played for long before I came back down the aisle, tears streaming down my face as I blubbered, ‘I want
more of THAT for my wedding!’”
When I lead chapel for The Learning Center kids, they always have questions about our organ. They asked if the
swell chamber is a jail (because of its louvers, it does look kind of ominous!). They ask how the organ works (since my
understanding is about on par with a 4 year old, I can give good answers they understand to this one!). If Bruce happens to walk through, they ALWAYS ask if he will play for them. They sometimes hold their ears when the trumpets
sound, but they also enjoy singing familiar songs that he plays for them. It is wonderful seeing 3-5 year olds enjoying
our organ and using it in worship.
We hosted my Leadership Chattanooga class on May 10. As part of the day, Bruce agreed to play a little concert
for them and talk to them about the organ. The adults were spellbound by the concert and profusely thanked Bruce for
taking the time to share with them.
Yet, as magnificent as our organ currently is, it is severely handicapped. Lightning took out all of its digital voices some years ago and the rest of the organ is in need of a 40 year restorative “tune up.”
All of these “notes” about the organ are for the purpose of announcing that we have the money in hand ($272,000) and have signed
the contract for the first phase of the Organ Restoration project. This
will be the purchase of a new console with all new digital voices and
restoration of the wind lines. This will be funded out of the current organ fund, the Preservation fund, and the estate of Carol Hammock.
In the near future, we will begin a campaign to raise approximately $235,000 in order to complete this project. Although the
“bottom line” expense is great, I view it as rather small for an instrument that has served us so well for 40 years and, after restoration, will
serve us for many decades to come. How thankful I am that our
church is committed to “organ notes” and that we are doing what is
necessary to hear them (in both musical and story form) for a long,
long time.

January 2018

Stripped: Uncovering Art and Life

Congratulations to our 2018 High School & College Graduates!

A 6 Week Study for ages 17-25(ish)

Where will we meet? Sar ah & Sam Quattr ochi' s home
at 502 Hillcrest Avenue, Chattanooga, TN 37411 (about 5
minutes from church)
When will we meet? Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
(First meeting is May 14)
What will we do? On May 14, we will enjoy dinner, socialize, and take a look at copies of "Stripped: Uncovering Art and
Life" - it's a 6 week study that we will begin on Monday, June 4.
During the study, we'll discuss concepts like isolation, reconciliation, meaning,
value, truth, and God - it's a study for believers and non-believers alike. How do
you launch into such weighty subjects? Center the conversation on the great artists and masterpieces of the western world: The Scream by
Munch, Mona Lisa by Da Vinci, Return of the
Prodigal Son by Rembrandt, among other
works.
This should be fun, enlightening, and a great
way to get to know new people. We're going to
start by inviting young people who are connected to the church through DayPlayers, the daycare, life guards, our current members and
youth. All friends are welcome as well!

Rehearsals for the Cumberland
Men will begin June 12 at 6 pm.
Contact Gerald
Peel to add
your voice to this amazing
group!

Summer 2018
Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study
5:30 pm in the Chapel
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Katie Marye .............................. 06/01
Terry Wooden .......................... 06/02
Allan Carpenter ........................ 06/03
Steve Baker.............................. 06/07
Richard Goldberg ..................... 06/07
Fred Ballard.............................. 06/08
Christian Foreman.................... 06/08
Lucille Riley .............................. 06/08
Lynda Barrett............................ 06/10
Jack Felix ................................. 06/10
Phyllis Green ............................ 06/10
Bridget Johnston ...................... 06/10
Evelyn Kincer ........................... 06/10
Judy Wilson .............................. 06/10
Elisabeth Eaton ........................ 06/11
Charles Schrader ..................... 06/11
Mike Ragsdale ......................... 06/12
Eric Dupree .............................. 06/13
Douglas Marlin ......................... 06/13
Cal Grant.................................. 06/14
Kim Rieder ............................... 06/15
Reagan Nunley ........................ 06/16
Lana Rolen ............................... 06/16
Caroline Quinn ......................... 06/20
Chas Resides ........................... 06/20
Tony Faires .............................. 06/21
Lowell Parris............................. 06/22
Charles Arnold ......................... 06/24
Debbie Arnold .......................... 06/25
Allen Cox .................................. 06/25
Michael Eaton .......................... 06/26
Jim Johnson ............................. 06/27
Gail Connally ............................ 06/29
Annabel Semore ...................... 06/30

Group photo (L-R): Whitni Resides (UTK), Chas Resides (UTK), Andy Stone
(UTC), Chris Stone (Auburn University), Sydney Spencer (UTC), Gracie Spencer
(Boyd Buchanan School), Mabry Carpenter (Ooltewah High School),
Cassidy Craven (UTC)

Wednesday, May 30 No Study this evening
Wednesday, June 6 Cumberland Presbyterians and Worship
Wednesday, June 13 Cumberland Presbyterians and Communion
Wednesday, June 20 No Study this evening
Wednesday, June 27 Cumberland Presbyterians and Baptism
Wednesday, July 4 No Study this evening
Wednesday, July 11 Music in Church History
Wednesday, July 18 Music in Church History
Wednesday, July 25 Dayplayers Musical
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The Women’s
Ministry will not
meet again until
August 7. Enjoy
your summer!

Avery Faires
(The Episcopal School,
Alexandria, VA)

James "Doogan" Boyd
(Notre Dame High
School)

Emily Carpenter (UTC)

Styker Rolen
(Lakeview-Fort
Oglethorpe High
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