
 

 

A Word From Our Pastor 

Dr. Gary Carver 
 
 

One of my favorite books is by Sam Keen, entitled 

“Beginnings Without End.”  One of my favorite 

statements was by the wonderful Methodist preacher, 

Charles Allen, when he said that “Jesus is the Christ of 

the second chance.”  2015 will afford for us many new 

beginnings and second chances. 

 

But, if the New Year brings anything, it will be change.  

Someone has said that the only constant is change.  For 

us, there shall be sadness and joy, sickness and health.  

We have two nieces expecting three babies and we have 

aging parents.  For all of us there will be transition and 

change. 

 

One of the few constants is the church.  And there will 

be change here, even crisis.  How important it is to be 

connected to a small group, (Sunday School class, choir, 

study group, etc.) at the church.  They not only walk 

through crisis with us, they keep everyone informed. 

 

But, the only real constant is the love of our Lord, 

expressed through Christ.  He is always there.  If we 

aren’t aware of His presence, he is right where we left 

him, awaiting our return. 

 

So, use 2015 for intentional, Godly change.  Start that 

diet, read that book, attempt that project, renew that 

relationship, give forgiveness or seek it.  2015 also 

affords you the most wonderful opportunity of all – to 

grow more like Jesus. 

 

Happy New Year! 

Gary 

 

P.S. 

Thank you for your response to my latest book, “Stories 

That Live: The Parables of Jesus.” Published by Parson’s 

Porch.  There are a few copies left.  Also, our former 

pastor, Dr. Dwayne Cole, has published a new book, 

“Jesus’ Transforming Love.”  Just click on Parson’s Porch 

or Amazon. 

 

 

 

 
 

Was that Christmas that 

just flew by?!?   I want to 

say a huge thanks to all 

the staff and to the choir 

for contributing to a wonderful season of Advent and 

Christmas here at First Cumberland! 

 

I am especially proud of our new handbell choir for how 

well they have done in this season.  The biggest 

challenge was Christmas Eve, and they passed that big 

test with flying colors! 

 

As we move rapidly into 2015 and things get back to 

“normal,” we want to open up our activities to even 

more members of our congregation.  If you have an 

interest in being part of our choir or our handbells, we 

are interested in you!  We need to add more voices and 

ringers to our current groups, and we will be putting 

efforts into growing our numbers in 2015.   

  

Every member can help as we present special 

programming and regular services by using your gifts of 

friendship and hospitality on behalf of this church.  Bring 

your friends and neighbors to experience worship, and 

the blessing that the wonderful people of First 

Cumberland can be to them and their families. 

 

We wish God’s richest blessings on all in the New Year!! 

 

If you would like to be part of our music program at First 

Cumberland, please feel free to call me at the church 

office, or email me at gerald@firstcumberland.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

A new year gives all of us the opportunity to review the 

past year and look forward to the year to come.  In 

children’s ministry, lots of great things happened in 

2014! It’s hard to imagine 2015 topping the 

achievements of this year, but with God, all things are 

possible. 

 

Children’s MInistry 2014 Highlights 

 

● a new Sunday school curriculum, Holy Moly, was 

introduced. The innovative and creative 

approach to teaching children stories from the 

Bible has led to excitement and engagement like 

never before. 

● We have averaged 7-11 children each Sunday in 

pre-K - 5th grade. While that still is not nearly 

enough, this is a HUGE increase from where we 

were in 2013. 

● Wednesday night attendance was up for the 

entire year. With a renewed focus on 

programming for our parents, our children were 

attending in record numbers. Many thanks to 

Eddie Grant who faithfully engages our parents 

in Bible study each quarter on Wednesday 

nights! 

● We purchased and introduced the handbells to 

our children this fall! The kids love ringing and 

are looking forward to preparing and performing 

this spring. 

● Our children sang in all but one Advent service 

this Christmas. What a blessing to have over 20 

children singing songs of joy and praise this 

Christmas season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry Hopes and Dreams 2015 

 

● Complete the renovations to the children’s wing 

that has been in the works since spring of last  

● year. As part of the Visioning Priorities, The 

Session has given the selected committee 

$50,000 to renovate the children’s area. The 

committee is very close to selecting the 

contractor and beginning the work. This is such 

an exciting development and the improvements 

to the children’s area will help build on the 

momentum begun in 2014 with the building of 

the toddler playground in our CDC. 

● Introduce a new and improved Children’s Church 

that will be held in the Fellowship Hall. We have 

outgrown our space in the Friends Den for 

Children’s Church! This has given us the impetus 

to begin looking at new and exciting curriculum 

specifically designed for children’s church. There 

will most likely be a media component, which 

will require an upgrade in our current 

technology. 

● Continue teaching and building on our children’s 

musical talents in worship. The children will sing 

during Easter as well as present special offerings 

during the year, outside of the holiday seasons. 

● Continue to build on our successes with 

Wednesday nights. A renewed effort to learn 

memory verses and the books of the Bible will be 

the foundation of our new Wednesday nights. 

 

Please join me in prayer for our children and their 

families as we embark on a new year. We pray for love, 

joy, peace and happiness for all our children as they 

grow, not only in stature, but most importantly, in spirit. 

 

Thinking up! 

Jenni 

 

 
 

 

 

 


