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Easter

By Courtney Krueger

Our Staff
Sunday
April 29th
5 pm central time
New Hope CPC
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Dr. Courtney Krueger ................... Senior Pastor
Bruce Clark ............... Organist, Senior Activities
Karrie Crawford ............... Interim TLC Director
Janice Guider ....... Asst. Administrative Assistant
Holly Higgins ....................... Financial Assistant
Tammi Long ................ Administrative Assistant
Gerald Peel ........................... Director of Music
Bess Williams ....Director of Children & Families
Dr. Danny Williams ................................ Pianist

Hanging on the wall of my study is a print of the crucifixion painted by Salvador Dali in the early 1950s. He
intended it to be a blend of 16th century classical techniques and 20th century modern cubism. Jesus and the
woman at the foot of the cross could be placed into any 16th century painting and not look out of place. But the
cross is a representation of a tesseract (watch the movie, “A Wrinkle In Time” to learn more about tesseracts) and
is suspended in midair above a black and white checkered “floor.” This odd painting is a reminder to me that my
job as proclaimer of the gospel is to take the old, old, story and make it accessible to modern people. The incongruous parts of the painting inspire me to never forget or diminish the awe and mystery of the gospel.
But my favorite element in the painting is a small gleam far off on the distant horizon of a mostly dark background. Is it the last rays of the sun before it sets, symbolizing
the death of Jesus and the coming darkness? I choose to see it
as the first rays of the sun on Easter morning. It reminds me
that when times are darkest the verse in the first chapter of
John’s Gospel rings true, “The light shines in the darkness…”
That hits right at the center of my theology and more importantly, my experience, of God’s presence in my life. As optimistic
and energetic as I am, it doesn’t take much to throw me off
course and into the darkness. I am an off-the-scale “feeler” on
the Myers-Briggs personality inventory. That means that I feel
things very deeply and can be empathetic to suffering to the
point of paralysis. When I find the darkness surrounding me, I
know I need to start looking on the horizon. Where is that small
gleam of light shining out there somewhere? Ancient mariners
prayed during storms to be able to see a single star so that they
could navigate. I have learned that if I am just a little bit patient,
God, in God’s own time, will show me the gleam of one star to
help me get back on course.
And that is what Easter is to me –the gleam of hope on
the horizon that sometimes blazes to fill the sky – an unending
promise that God will never leave me and is taking me somewhere. Easter is the truth of the Easter hymn,
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow
Because He lives, all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living, just because He lives
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The role of a church usher/greeter/monitor is to help our first
time guests, repeat visitors, and members experience the sacredness and joy of a worship service in a safe environment.
Ushers gr eet people, ensur e they have a bulletin, and collect the
offering. In an emergency they help people respond in the safest
way.
Greeters stand at an assigned door to welcome people as they
come to worship.
Parking Lot Monitors assist people who need dir ections to the
sanctuary and offer safety by reporting suspicious people who may
intend harm.

Marty Burkhart of Care Patrol will be the guest
speaker for the Women’s ministry meeting on
Tuesday, April 3 at 11 am. Care Patrol is a free
service to help families find appropriate care for
their elderly family members. All women, men
and guests, are invited to attend. Please bring a
sandwich and stay for the fellowship meal
following. Chips, drinks and
dessert will be provided.

Sarah Quattrochi officially joins
our staff on Sunday, April 8th!
We are so excited to have her as
our Director of Youth and
Community
Engagement.
We know you
will lend her
your support
and participation in making
our church an
outstanding
place for youth.

Contact the church office to find out more.
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