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WELCOME! 
 

 Welcome to the family of God at First Christian Reformed Church of Hanford! Joining a particular church is a big 

step in your faith journey. Before anything else, let us extend our sincere and heartfelt welcome.  We are glad you have 

taken a moment to get to know a little more about who we are. 

 At First CRC you will meet a community of people from all walks of life; all of us sinners who have been saved by 

the grace of God. When you come here you will find worship that is God-glorifying and Christ-centered. We welcome you 

to come and discover your place at First CRC and to discover what it means to be a part of a deeply rooted community of 

faith, building redemptive relationships in an ever-growing community. 

 You will find that new members come to this point in their lives along different routes. For some, membership is 

an outcome of their adult conversion to Christianity. Some come to the church through transfer from one Christian church 

to another. Others may have grown up in the church, perhaps participated in the Lord’s Supper as children, and now 

assume the responsibilities of full membership through public profession or reaffirmation of their faith. And you too come 

with your own faith story that we long to hear you tell. 

 This booklet has been written to help you explore what membership at First Christian Reformed Church is all 

about. It can help explain topics discussed at new members classes, or set the stage for a visit with one of the pastors or 

church leaders, or simply give more information on First CRC’s ministries, mission, and vision. 

 We hope that you find church membership to be both a privilege and a responsibility. We are deeply committed 

to the goal of living into the image of being ‘one body, many parts.’ If we are to model that type of fellowship, it means 

we are called to celebrate with those who have cause to celebrate and to mourn with those who have cause to mourn. In 

that way, it is our endeavor that our joys would be expanded since the joy of one within the body becomes the joy of all, 

and our burdens reduced, for we divide the load as we walk with one another.  

 We hope that you will join us in that mission. When we do that, we are given a foretaste of what it means to be 

part of God’s family in serving together for the advancement of His Kingdom. 

 

 

       Pastor Justin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions to consider: 

1. What does the Bible say about being a believer? 

2. What are the steps for becoming a member of this church? 

3. What is the mission and vision of this church? 

4. What ministries does this church provide for its members (and for non-members)? 

5. What does this church expect of its members? 
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LEGACY 
 

 First CRC is a living testament to the steadfast loving-kindness of our covenant-keeping God. From generation to 

generation, He has proven Himself faithful. 

 These pages record the evidence of His guidance and grace in all our lives. As you review this document, you will 

be reminded that the promises of God made to those who went before us are the same promises given to each of us. God 

is forever faithful. This is our great comfort and joy. 

 

The apostle Paul painted a perfect picture of the point of God's great work as follows: 

 

"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members 

of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the 

chief cornerstone. In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the 

Lord. And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit." 

Ephesians 2:19-22 

 

 Our Forever Faithful God is at work in each of us. Treasure these things in your heart, and speak of them often. 

 

 

Pastor Lambert 
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THE GOSPEL IN COMMUNITY 

Romans 3:21-26 

 “But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 

 testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between 

 Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace 

 through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 

 shedding of his blood-to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 

 forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at 

 the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.” 

There is no difference… 

 In Romans 3:21-26, we find the Apostle Paul writing to the people in ancient Rome about a new righteousness 

found in Jesus Christ. These verses explain that there is no difference between the Jews, God’s first chosen people, and 

the Greeks, the proverbial term applying to all peoples who were not Jews during that time. We find, therefore, that 

God is offering a righteousness to all sinful people based on their faith in Jesus Christ alone. 

 We are all under sin and its effects, and so salvation in Jesus Christ is available to all on an equal basis. 

 With this in mind, it is my hope that you apply the grace shown to you by Jesus Christ to all those you encounter 

along the way. Whether it be to your friends, family, co-workers, strangers, or your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, 

remember and know that it was God who demonstrated his righteousness and grace to you first. 

 Our church family at First Christian Reformed Church is filled with a rich historical presence in Hanford, 

California. We have many members who have journeyed nearly every step of the way with this church body, and we 

have members who have only just begun their journey in this church’s embrace. But regardless of our backgrounds, 

regardless of current ministry goals or visions, we are a people who have been humbled by the overwhelming sacrifice 

and love of Jesus Christ. 

 We welcome you to the family of God, but, most of all, it is Christ Jesus who welcomes you, with open arms and 

the grace of his peace. 

 

 

Pastor Joel 
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Comprehensive Ministry Plan 

“[This] church is a gathering of forgiven sinners, called to be holy, dedicated to service. Saved by the patient 

grace of God, we deal patiently with others. Knowing our own weakness and failures, we bring good news 

to all sinners with understanding of their condition, and with hope in God.”  

– Our World Belongs to God: A Contemporary Testimony, section 42 

 

First CRC has developed a “Comprehensive Ministry Plan” which comprises of our Mission and Vision statements, 

our Core, Confessional, and Ministry Values, as well as an explanation of the Reformed tenets of the Christian faith. This 

ministry plan guides our ministry. It also serves as a means of assessment so that we can determine if we are meeting our 

ministry goals.  

In some ways, we see having a particular mission or vision statement for a church would be similar to McDonald’s 

having a mission’s statement. The goal is simply to sell cholesterol-filled burgers at an incredibly cheap price. A church’s 

goal is simply to honor and worship God and serve Him for the advancement of His Kingdom. However, we also know that 

each congregation is located in a particular context which doesn’t change the gospel, but does shape the ministry. For 

that reason, we have a ministry plan.  

The church of Jesus Christ is comprised of literally hundreds of thousands of congregations around the world. By 

becoming a member of this particular congregation, you join yourself to believers who are knit together by the Holy Spirit 

into that body of Christ. Jesus said, “Where two or three come together in my name, there I am with them” (Matthew 

18:20). 

 

Our Mission1:  
As stewards of God’s gifts to us, First CRC is a local gathering of Christ's church which seeks to:  

Glorify – Grow – Serve – Share – Equip – Empower 

• Glorifies God in meaningful and uplifting worship; 

• Grows together in Christian love and maturity;  

• Serves all of God’s children as agents of ‘shalom’ (advocating for peace, justice, and harmony); 

• Shares with nonbelievers the good news of Jesus Christ and embraces them with God's love; 

• Equips members for witness and service - both locally and globally; and, 

• Empowers each other to be wise stewards of the resources God has given us and to share them gratefully. 

 

Our Vision2: 
We envision First CRC to be “A Gospel Community” which seeks to: 

• Bear witness to the hope of Jesus Christ that we may be enfolded into His family  witness emphasis 

• Where together we will exalt the Lord      worship emphasis 

• And build each other up        community emphasis 

• Modeling Christ as agents of justice, mercy and compassion    justice emphasis 

• Equipping believers for loving service to Christ, His church, and His world   discipleship emphasis 

• So that in everything we do, Christ’s Kingdom may be advanced    stewardship emphasis 

 

                                                           
1 Our mission answers the ‘WHAT?’ question. What is the church’s deepest purpose? The mission should be short and succinct 
enough that it can be known and understood by all.  
2 Our vision answers the ‘HOW?’ question. How will the church carry out that mission moving forward? It should serve as a means of 
self-assessment as well. 
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Core Values:  

Undergirding our Mission and Vision Statements are the ‘Six Pillars’ that have been identified as beliefs that are 

basic to the Christian faith as well as specific to our membership and ministries. They are: Worship, Discipleship, 

Stewardship, Justice, Community, and Witness. These pillars are not only identified as core values, but also serve as a 

means of assessment for all of our ministries: 

 

The Six Pillars of First Christian Reformed Church Ministry: 

 

All people on earth worship something. We are hard-wired to celebrate, to honor, and to worship. However, 

what are we worshipping? We were made in the image and likeness of the One God, the only true God. Everything we 

do in this life either honors him or his competitors. Life is worship. The Bible calls us to worship God in Spirit and in 

Truth. This is only possible when we are in union with God in Christ, by grace through faith. Hebrews 12 say, “Look unto 

Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.” This is the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Interestingly, the word ‘discipleship’ (akolouthesis) is never used in scripture, only the verb ‘follow’ 

(akolouthein) and ‘follow after me.’ This should serve as a caution to remember that we are dealing with an ‘event’ that 

cannot simply be enclosed as a general concept. In other words, discipleship is never referred to as something to simply 

talk about or consider, but is always given as a call to action. We don’t call ourselves to be disciples, Jesus calls us. The 

only question that remains is: Will we honor the call and follow Him? 

 

A person doesn’t simply decide to become a steward of God’s gifts once they become a believer in Jesus. All 

people on earth are stewards by virtue of the fact that they are made in God’s image. The only question is this: Are we 

good or bad stewards? Stewardship in the life of a Christian requires that we take good care of all the resources 

entrusted to our care (time, talent, and treasure) so that it will be said of and to us, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

servant!’ 

 

Justice flows from God’s heart and character. Biblical justice involves making individuals, communities, and the 

entire cosmos whole, by upholding both grace and truth, goodness and impartiality. Justice is not simply about morality, 

but a transformed heart of God which leads us to care for the marginalized, neglected, poor, orphan, and widow, 

abused, as well as the abuser (of which we all are). As those justified by faith in the God of justice, we are to 

wholeheartedly extend God’s justice as citizens of His Kingdom.  

 

All of redemption history is leading us toward the new community called the “New Jerusalem,” the “City of 

Peace” – also known as “Shalom,” the Kingdom of Peace, Justice, and Harmony. We endeavor to live into that type of 

fellowship and community with our neighbors.  

 

For every Christian, as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, we are to joyfully bear witness to the joy that is ours 

in Jesus Christ for there is no greater joy. For if we simply give our neighbor bread and water, they will certainly hunger 

and thirst again tomorrow. But if we extend the ‘food’ which ends all hunger and the ‘water’ which quenches all thirst, 

then we can experience true redemption as brothers and sisters in Christ and be enfolded into His family. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. W O R S H I P : 

 

2. D I S C I P L E S H I P 

: 

 

3. S T E W A R D S H I P 

: 

 

4. J U S T I C E : 

 

5. C O M M U N I T Y : 

 

6. W I T N E S S : 
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Core Values – Images 

 

 

The 6 Pillars 
1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 

 

 
 

 

Questions to Consider: 
 

1. Why is it important for a church to have a mission and vision statement? 
2. Whose responsibility is it to carry out our mission and vision? The pastors? The council? Members of the church? 
3. Of the above ministry areas, which are areas of strength? Which are growth areas? [For you and for the church] 
4. Is it okay to flourish in some areas and not so much in others?  
5. If you were willing to describe the church with one word, which of the following would you use to describe it? 

- Hospital; Rotary Club; Dorm Room; Fortress; Home/Family; Fellowship Center; Open Community; School; 
Other. 

6. Does the gospel require us to engage all of these ‘ministry areas’ or just some? 
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So, You’re a Christian! 

 

Among the reasons why you seek church membership, one stands out: you are a Christian! And for that we praise the 

Lord. There is no greater cause for celebration than someone who comes to know the Lord. But what does it mean to be 

a Christian? You are a Christian because of what God did for you in Christ. Christ lived and died for you. Christ rose from 

the dead for you. The Holy Spirit enabled you to respond to the Word in faith. The Spirit laid the Savior’s life in your inner 

being. You are saved by grace. God did it all. God is always the first actor in our story of faith. Repentance is a byproduct 

of grace; you did not receive grace in exchange for repentance. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). The apostle Paul, likely remembering his own dramatic 

conversion (Acts 9), sings the praises of this wonderful grace3: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Questions to Consider: 

1. What is true faith? 

True faith is not only a knowledge and conviction that everything God reveals in his Word is true; 

it is also a deep-rooted assurance, created in me by the Holy Spirit through the gospel, that, out 

of sheer grace earned for us by Christ, not only others, but I too, have had my sins forgiven, have 

been made forever right with God, and have been granted salvation.  

– Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 21 

2. How do we get true faith? 

3. Which of the following do you agree with? 

- Having doubts is a sign of a sick faith or no faith 

- Most Christians have doubts at one time or another 

4. When/if you have doubts about what you believe or about God in general, how do you deal with those feelings? 

What in Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 21 could help you in times of doubt? 

 

                                                           
3 Excerpts used with permission from Louis M. Tamminga’s “Church Membership and You” 

 Grace tells us who we are. (BELONG) 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them (Genesis 1:27). 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins in which you 
used to live (Ephesians 2:1). 
 

 Grace tells us what God did. (BELIEVE) 
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by 
grace you have been saved (Ephesians 2:4-5). 
 

 Grace tells us how to respond. (BECOME) 
In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom 
and confidence (Ephesians 3:12). 
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What Do You Mean by ‘Kingdom’? 
 

Perhaps you’ve been coming to church for some time now and you’ve heard the pastors talk about the ‘Kingdom’. 

Maybe this is a relatively new topic for you. If so, perhaps it would be helpful to engage that question: 

In many ways, the answer to this question is more important than anything. It points to the nature and reality of 

our existence. Every single person on the planet since the dawn of time has, at some point or another, asked themselves 

the question, ‘Why am I here? What does it all mean?’ 

 
‘The Kingdom’ is the answer to that question. 

 
Many Christians have drawn the conclusion that the answer to that question is, ‘To have a personal relationship 

with Jesus Christ.’ Or to put it another way, ‘To be born again.’ And never should we downplay something as rich and 

beautiful as that. But to use musical terms, perhaps we have mistaken key for tune. The key of the Christians’ melodious 

journey is that they walk with Jesus. But the melody, the grand orchestra, is that of the Kingdom of God. We, and thusly 

our relationship with Jesus, are a very, very small part of the Kingdom. 

In fact, not once in scripture does Jesus say, ‘Receive me as your personal Lord and Savior’. Instead, ‘Kingdom’ is 

something Jesus spoke of incessantly. That’s something believers, seekers, and skeptics alike should consider. Even in 

Jesus’ most famous passage on being born again (which you can find in John 3), notice what he says: 

 
“…unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

 
So why be born again? So that you can enter into, and participate in, the Kingdom of God. Thus, the whole point 

of re-birth, the whole point of newness of life in Christ, the whole point of being born again is so that you can enter the 

Kingdom. 

 

OK, so ‘the Kingdom’ is important, but what is it? 

 

The answer is both tremendously complex and astonishingly simple – the Kingdom of God is the advancement 

and accomplishment of God’s will in His cosmos which, it should give us great joy to hear, includes the fulfillment of His 

promise of salvation AND the restoration of the entire world. In the life of the Christian, the advancement of God’s 

Kingdom is of more value than any other thing. Consider the church’s 6 pillars: 

 

1. Worship – When we honor and worship God, when we worship him in word and deed, 

the Kingdom is advanced; 

 

2. Discipleship – When we honor the call to follow Jesus in a spirit of discipleship, the 

Kingdom is advanced; 

 

3. Stewardship – When we recognize that everything we have and everything we are is 

not our own, but has been entrusted to our care, and when we act as faithful stewards 

of what has been entrusted to us, the Kingdom is advanced; 

 



 

| 11 

‘Why should I go to church?’ or  

‘Why should I do good works if God has saved me already?’ or  

‘Why should I be devoted to the bond of fellowship with other 

Christians? Can’t it just be me and Jesus?’  

4. Justice – When we uphold justice and mercy, caring for the marginalized, neglected, 

poor, orphan, widow, abused, as well as the abuser (of which we all are), the Kingdom 

is advanced; 

 

5. Community – When we join together in the bond of fellowship as the bride of Christ 

and serve one another in Christ-like love, the Kingdom is advanced; 

 

6. Witness – When we bear witness to the joy that is ours in Jesus Christ and extend the 

‘food’ which ends all hunger and the ‘water’ which quenches all thirst so that we can 

experience true redemption as brothers and sisters in Christ and be enfolded into his 

family, you guessed it, the Kingdom is advanced. 

 

Our mission as ‘heirs of the Kingdom of God and co-heirs with Christ’ is to honor God and his Kingdom. 

 

If ‘conversion’ is the point of Christianity, then you can anticipate hearing [or even asking yourself]:  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

But if we truly understood ‘the Kingdom’ and what it means to be ‘Kingdom ambassadors’, all of those questions 

would disappear. We would recognize that we are a part of something much, much greater than ourselves, and we would 

long for the day in which Christ’s Kingdom would be brought to completion in every nook, cranny, and crevasse of this 

world. By doing so, we join the melodious chorus of angels in the highest heavens and believers around the world 

throughout time in proclaiming God’s Kingdom, whose rule will never end. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Questions to Consider: 

 

1. What do you think are some of the challenges with emphasizing a ‘personal’ relationship with Jesus? 

2. Do you think it’s important to go to church and have fellowship with believers? Why or why not? 

3. Ask yourself, ‘What is the purpose of going to church?’  

4. Would you agree that the ‘advancement of God’s Kingdom’ is the mission of the church? 
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What is the ‘Church’? 
 

Perhaps you’ve asked the question, ‘What IS the church? Is it the building where people gather? Is it the people 

who ‘go’ to church? Is it simply people who believe in Jesus? Why does the Apostle’s Creed say we are a ‘catholic’ church? 

I thought we were protestant?’ Let’s talk about that: 

 

Who comprises the church? 

Jesus once asked his disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” And Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son 

of the living God.” Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 

you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

hell will not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:15-18). 

In the simplest of terms, the church of Christ consists of all those who testify to the name of Jesus Christ, who is 

the son of the living God. The church exists to bear witness to Christ and His Kingdom. 

‘But’, you may ask, ‘how do you know who are the true believers and who are not?’ This is a sticky question 

because it is not the responsibility of human beings to determine who is ‘in’ or ‘out’. Thus, we will draw two distinctions. 

The first distinction is: 

The church ‘visible’ versus the church ‘invisible’: 

a. By ‘visible’ we are referring to people here on earth who have professed their faith in Jesus Christ and identify 

themselves as members of a local congregation. These people reveal through word and deed that they are 

committed to the ministry of reconciling people to God and to one another.  

b. By ‘invisible’ we are referring to the ‘true church’, acknowledging that only God knows who His children are.  

The second distinction is: 

 The church ‘militant’ versus the church ‘triumphant’: 

a. By ‘militant’ we don’t necessarily mean it in the common sense of the world, but basically acknowledging the 

people who are currently serving the church. That is, the people who are on guard and tasked with the 

advancement of God’s Kingdom. Every Christian is tasked with the mission to shine God’s light in the darkness. 

b. By ‘triumphant’ we are referring to the ‘saints’ whose life and work on earth is finished, whom the Lord has called 

home. 

 

What do you mean by holy “catholic” church?  

We believe there is one single “catholic” (little ‘c’) or universal church. There aren’t ‘thousands’ of churches, only 

one—a holy congregation and gathering of Christian believers, sanctified and sealed by the Holy Spirit. This church has 

existed from the beginning of the world and will last until the end, as appears from the fact that Christ is eternal King who 

cannot be without subjects. This holy church is preserved by God against the powers of darkness, even though for a time 

it may appear very small to human eyes—as though it were snuffed out. This holy church is not confined, bound, or limited 

to a certain place or certain people. It is found throughout the entire world, though still joined and united in heart and 

will, in one and the same Spirit, by the power of faith. We believe our local congregation is a part of this universal (catholic) 

church of Jesus Christ.  

 

What is our responsibility to the Church of Jesus Christ?  

This particular congregation is a very small part of that holy “catholic” church. Scripture reveals to us that the 

bride belongs to the bridegroom (John 3:29). Though each Christian makes a personal faith commitment, their life of faith 

is worked out in context of the fellowship of believers – the church! Thus, people ought not to withdraw from the bride 

of Christ, content to be by themselves, regardless of their status or condition. We believe all people are obliged to join 
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and unite with it, keeping the unity of the church by submitting to its instruction and discipline, by taking upon themselves 

the “yoke” of Jesus Christ, and by serving to build up one another, according to the gifts God has given them as members 

of the same body. To preserve this unity more effectively, it is the duty of all believers, according to God’s Word, to join 

this blessed assembly wherever God has established it.  

 

Does that mean we are only the church when we gather for worship on Sunday? 

Absolutely not! Even though the church is referred to as ‘one body’ it is also said to have ‘many parts’. Therefore, 

Christians should recognize that they represent the church as individuals – in their workplace, in their homes, at school, 

at social events, and everywhere else they find themselves. 

A helpful way to think about this is to draw our third and final distinction: 

 The church as ‘organism’ versus the church as ‘institution’: 

a. By ‘organism’ we are referring to people, the collection of individual believers all over the world, who are living 

and active in the advancement of God’s Kingdom. 

b. By ‘institution’ we mean the organized structure of congregations around the world. We are referring to the 

structures (buildings, facilities, campuses, sanctuaries, etc.) and systems (denominations, synods, classis, etc.) we 

create and use to manage the mission of God globally.  

The ‘church’ represents both of those realms, but in all ways we are called to be ‘one body, many parts.’ Therefore, we 

ought to rejoice in every opportunity to join together with the body of believers for worship and fellowship.  

 

How should the church be governed?  

We believe this church ought to be governed according to the spiritual order that our Lord has taught us in his 

Word. There should be ministers or pastors to preach the Word of God and administer the sacraments. There should also 

be elders and deacons, along with the pastors, to make up the council of the church. In this way, true religion is preserved; 

true doctrine is able to take its course; and church discipline is conducted in good order for our spiritual growth and 

maturity, so that also the poor and all the afflicted may be helped and comforted according to their need. Our hope is that 

everything will be done well and in good order in the church, when such persons are elected who are faithful and are 

chosen according to the rule that Paul gave to Timothy. 

 

What are the “offices” of the Church? 

We believe that ministers of the Word of God, elders, and deacons ought to be chosen to their offices by a 

legitimate election of the local congregation, with prayer in the name of the Lord, and in good order, as the Word of God 

teaches. So all must be careful not to push themselves forward improperly, but must wait for God’s call, so that they may 

be assured of their calling and be certain that they are chosen by the Lord. As for the ministers of the Word, they all have 

the same power and authority, no matter where they may be, since they are all servants of Jesus Christ the only head of 

the church. Moreover, to keep God’s holy order from being violated or despised, we say that everyone ought, as much as 

possible, to hold the officers of the church in special esteem, because of the work they do, and be at peace with them, 

without grumbling, quarreling, or fighting. 

 

Why do we try to maintain good order and discipline of the Church?  

We believe that although it is useful and good for those who govern the churches to establish and set up a certain 

order among themselves for maintaining the body of the church, they ought always to guard against deviating from what 

Christ has ordained for us. Therefore, we reject all human innovations and all laws imposed on us, in our worship of God, 

which bind and force our consciences in any way. Therefore, we accept only what is proper to maintain harmony and unity 

and to keep all in obedience to God as we are instructed in God’s most holy Word. 
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What Do You Mean By ‘Reformed’? 
This church is a member of the Christian Reformed Church in North America (CRCNA). Perhaps you’re new to the 

Christian faith or have grown up attending another denomination. Maybe you’re asking yourself, ‘What does it mean to 

be ‘Reformed’? During the sixteenth century, under the leadership of such Reformers as Martin Luther and John Calvin, 

believers returned to the Word of God as the only gospel of salvation and the rule of Christian conduct (Romans 10:17; 1 

Corinthians 1:18; James 1:18). What does it mean when a church says it stands on this Reformed tradition? 

 

To be a Reformed Christian means you believe that: 

 God created everything for his glory (Colossians 1:16; Revelation 4:11).  

 God also provided for everything he made, creature and creation alike (Nehemiah 9:6; Matthew 10:30). 

 God created people in his image and promised to keep company with his children. The Bible calls this the covenant 

(Genesis 9:17; Psalm 111:5). The Garden of Eden was a place of covenant keeping. God loved and cared for Adam and 

Eve, and they loved and served God in return. Sin worked havoc with this beautiful arrangement. What a fiasco! God 

and fallen humankind separated; Adam and Eve were driven from Paradise. 

 God never gave up on the covenant promises. God sent his Son Jesus Christ to save and redeem sinners, and, through 

the Holy Spirit, to restore them to God for loving service. Since this great redemption is from start to finish the product 

of God’s grace we call it sovereign grace. Believers walk with their God in a new covenant, the covenant of grace. 

Serving God in this covenant spans our entire existence.  

 

Reformed Protestants use the five ‘solas’ as pillars which consist of their foundational beliefs: 

 To God alone be Glory (Soli Deo Gloria): We believe that God is sovereign, thus all honor and glory belongs to God 

and God alone. 

 Grace alone (Sola Gratia): We believe that our salvation is from start to finish a work of God's grace.  

 Faith alone (Sola Fide): We believe that salvation comes only by faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  

 Scripture alone (Sola Scriptura): We believe that the Bible is the only inspired Word of God for our doctrine and life.  

 Christ alone (Sola Christus): We believe that Christ is King and that it is our task to bring every part of personal and 

social life into obedience to the Lord Jesus.  

 

The Reformed vision is one of wholeness. Both creation and redemption (re-creation) are God’s work. And God’s 

people serve him everywhere – in their personal life, in society, and as keepers of God’s creation. Through Christ, the 

entire world is now the place of covenant keeping. “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be 

the glory forever! Amen” (Romans 11:36). 

With gratitude to God for what he has done for us and begun in us, we move forward to love him and serve him 

in all that we do. We can only do this when we depend on the Holy Spirit. 4 

 

What Comprises the Christian Reformed Church? 

The CRCNA (Christian Reformed Church of North America) is a group of approximately 1100 churches located in 

the United States and Canada with missions and organized churches in several other countries. Although many of our 

extended families originally immigrated to North America from the Netherlands, we are consciously working to become 

more inclusive and now include not only believers with European roots, but also Asians, Africans, Hispanics, Native 

Americans, etc. If you would like to know more about the CRC, go to www.crcna.org. 

                                                           
4 Excerpts used with permission from Louis M. Tamminga’s “Church Membership and You” 

http://www.crcna.org/
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So, You’re a ‘Confessional’ Church? 
 

Perhaps you’ve been around the block and have heard that Reformed churches are ‘confessional’ churches. 

Perhaps you’re asking, ‘What does that mean?’ 

First and foremost, we believe that the Bible is God’s message to us, the trustworthy good news, the gospel, our 

dependable guide into all truth. Through human authors it was inspired by the Holy Spirit; it is “God-breathed.” That’s 

why we trust and obey the Bible. And that’s why it is authoritative for the church (Deuteronomy 8:3; Isaiah 55:11; John 

1:1-5; 16:13; 17:17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21). 

The Bible tells us that God made the universe and created people in his image, provided redemption for fallen 

sinners by giving his Son to be their Savior and Lord, and through the Spirit formed the universal Christian church, whose 

members are the citizens of the new kingdom. The Bible, therefore, is the source of truth for the church’s teachings and 

practices; it is the church’s sure foundation. 

Though the Christian Reformed Church believes the Bible to be the only reliable source for our faith, it also holds 

six creeds (from the Latin credo, meaning “I believe”) and confessions, as truthful because they are based on the Bible. 

They are not ‘infallible’ like scripture, rather are authoritative and useful for teaching and instruction. The Christian 

Reformed Church subscribes to three “Ecumenical Creeds” as well as three “Reformed Confessions”. The creeds are 

shorter, more succinct statements of faith, while the confessions are much broader in scope. We’ll look at each of these 

briefly. (You’ll find these ecumenical creeds and doctrinal standards in the back of the Psalter Hymnal, pp. 813-949.) 

 

Three Ecumenical Creeds: 

 

     This most widely accepted and used creed of the universal Christian church stems from the early second century and is 

a summary of the apostles’ teachings. Contrary to popular belief, it was not written by the early apostles. It sets forth their 

doctrine “in sublime simplicity, in unsurpassed brevity, in beautiful order and with liturgical solemnity” (Psalter Hymnal, 

p. 813). The creed tells about the work and person of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is probably an expansion 

of the baptismal formula (Matthew 28:19). 

 

 

     This ancient creed is also Trinitarian and can be seen as an ‘expansion’, if you will, of the Apostles’ Creed, written in 

opposition to the heresy of Arianism, which teaches that only the Father is eternal and that the Son was created. This 

creed emphasizes that both the Father and the Son are eternal God. 

 

 

     This creed too takes issue with Arianism and affirms that the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are eternal. It also 

deals with Christ’s incarnation (humanity), stressing that Christ has both a divine and a human nature and thus is able to 

reconcile us to God and represent us before him. 

 

 

Three Reformed Confessions: 

 

     This confession from the Reformation era is a comprehensive statement of the Christian faith: God’s person and work, 

the nature of Scripture, creation and the fall of humanity, Christ’s person and work, the church, the sacraments, and the 

return of Christ. 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

 

Nicene Creed  

 

Athanasian Creed  

 

Belgic Confession  

 

Heidelberg Catechism  
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     Written in 1563, the Heidelberg Catechism is the book of doctrinal instruction for churches of Reformed persuasion. 

Drafted in question and answer form, it explores the greatness of human sin (misery), the gift of salvation (deliverance), 

and the new life of service (gratitude).  

 

 

     The Canons were drafted by the international Synod of Dort in 1618-19. This creed does not intend to set forth a 

summary of the faith but, rather, to take issue with the Arminians, who denied that salvation is totally the product of 

God’s grace. The Canons are a forthright declaration that our redemption is from start to finish the work of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, grounded in eternity.  

For centuries, these six creeds and confessions defined the beliefs of members of the Christian Reformed Church. In l986, 

the Christian Reformed Church adopted a contemporary testimony called Our World Belongs to God (see Psalter Hymnal, 

pp. 1019-1038). It serves as a testimony of faith for our times and as a guide for discussion of current issues in the church. 

 

Creeds and Confessions —Who Needs Them? 

“We believe that this Holy Scripture contains the will of God completely and that everything one must believe to 

be saved is sufficiently taught in it” (Belgic Confession, article 7). Then why does the church—why do we—need the 

creeds? 

The church is called upon to do three basic things: 

1. The church must present its members with the way of salvation and a code of Christian conduct based on 

the Bible. The churches of the Reformation laid down these biblical teachings in the confessions. 

2. The church is called to present a unified testimony to the world about what the Bible says, how it 

interprets the Bible, and how it applies the Bible to daily living. One clear message of God’s love is brought 

in word and deed as believers live out biblically based confessions. 

3. The church as a body of believers is to test its confessions against the Word of God. Confessions are 

sometimes called forms of unity. Believers read the Bible communally. Together they test the 

pronouncements of the creeds with the Bible and expect the confessions to reflect biblical truths. This 

practice created a sense of unity and agreement among the churches of the Reformation and does so in 

the church today. 

 

Through the generations the confessions have proven to be a great blessing to the church. The confessions have enabled 

believers to stand together in faith and in practice and to present a united front to the world. They can also help you live 

as one of Jesus’ disciples in today’s world.5 

 

 

 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. Do you think it’s important to use creeds and confessions? Why or why not? 

2. Is there anything within these documents that you are having trouble agreeing with or understanding? If so, feel 

free to talk with one of the pastors or elders. 

3. Try and think of an instance when knowing the creeds and confessions would be helpful. Remember, all six of 

these documents were written in response to what we call ‘heresies’ – beliefs which are contrary to scripture.  

                                                           
5 Excerpts used with permission from Louis M. Tamminga’s “Church Membership and You” 

Canons of Dort 
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Tell Me More about the ‘Sacraments’ 
 

Here at First Christian Reformed Church, we celebrate the two sacraments – Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

The sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper are God’s gifts to believers. The sacraments and the written 

gospel are closely connected. The Word of God brings you to salvation and nourishes you in your Christian life (Romans 

10:14-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18; 15:1-2; James 1:18). The sacraments portray the gospel and assure believers that they share 

in the gospel’s promises. Sacraments are signs and seals of salvation. 

 

 

The Christian Reformed Church baptizes believers and their children. We believe children are included in God’s 

covenant promise to be our God and the God of our children through Jesus Christ. In holy baptism, God portrays and 

certifies the washing away of our sins through the blood of Christ (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 

3:21; Colossians 2:11-12). 

From the dawn of redemptive history the children of believers have been included in God’s covenant promises. 

The sign and seal of these promises in the Old Testament was the mark of circumcision. In the New Testament the sign 

and seal of those same promises is the sacrament of baptism.  

Adults who have never been baptized, but do in fact come to faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, are 

always baptized into membership in the body of Christ as confessing members.  

It is our understanding of scripture that children of believing parents are included in God’s covenant promises and 

that God’s promises are to be sealed to them by means of the sacrament of baptism. Therefore, we expect that all 

believing parents ought to ask for baptism for their children regardless if they are their biological or adopted children.  

For further explanation of our understanding of the sacrament of baptism we refer to you to these resources: 

1. “Form for the Baptism of Children” 

 Psalter Hymnal page #960 

2. Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Days # 26-27  

 Psalter Hymnal page # 890  

3. Belgic Confession, Article # 34  

 Psalter Hymnal page # 851 

Note: Each of the above listed references are complete with appropriate biblical references.  

 

 

We believe the Lord's Supper is a means of grace. Thus we serve it with regularity (eight times per year). We issue 

an oral invitation to all believers who, with repentance and joy, have confirmed in their hearts that Jesus is their Lord and 

Savior. In the Lord’s Supper the bread we eat and the wine (or grape juice) we drink portray the Lord Jesus’ offering his 

body and blood for our sins and reassures us that our salvation is firmly established in him (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 

Corinthians 10:16; 11:23-26). The Lord selected the elements carefully: as bread nourishes and wine quickens, so his grace 

revitalizes our faith.  

The apostle Paul advised the believers of Corinth to engage in a special form of self-examination before partaking 

of the bread and wine. The sacrament had become a habit for the church members; even when they had become lax in 

faith and morals, they still continued taking the sacrament as if all were well. Paul called them to repentance and urged 

them to engage in wholesome self-examination (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).  

 

 

Baptism: 

 

Communion/The Lord’s Supper: 
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1. “Consider our sin and guilt . . .  

2. Search our hearts to see whether we truly believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior . . . and  

3. Examine our consciences to see whether we resolve sincerely and gratefully to serve Jesus Christ as Lord…” 

(Preparatory Exhortation from “Celebration of the Lord’s Supper,” Psalter Hymnal, p. 983). 

 

The celebration of the sacraments is a communal act; believers participate as a congregation both in baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper. Even so, these celebrations are also intensely personal; you accept from the Lord’s hand the assurance 

of saving grace. Treasure the sacraments. Participate in them with faithfulness, gratitude, and deepest reverence. 

 

 

After careful study of the question regarding the inclusion of covenant children (ie. The children of at least one 

believing parent) in the covenantal sacrament known as “The Lord’s Supper”, the Board of Elders made the following 

amendments to its practice regarding the administration of the sacraments: 

1. We have come to the understanding that we have not been consistent in our practice of administrating the 

sacraments of the church: 

a. We baptize the children of believing parents on the basis of a covenantal understanding of scripture and 

Christianity. 

b. We refuse these same children participation in the other covenantal sacrament because they are not yet 

confessing members of the church. 

2. Consequently, we acknowledge that we have created the very thing the Apostle Paul chastised the Corinthian 

church regarding communion: “creating a division where there is not division”.  

a. Believing parents took their covenant children to church in order to worship as well as place them under 

the preaching of the word. 

b. These same children become “spectators” once the sacrament of communion is observed in the worship 

context.  

c. This creates a division where there is none.  

d. Doing so creates the impression that we have a higher regard for the sacrament than we do for the Word. 

e. Our confessions argue otherwise. Historically, we have understood the sacraments to be in accordance to 

the Word of God, thus subordinate to it. Both sacraments are described as signs and seals which point to 

the word of God. 

3. Therefore, we wish to repent of this error and modify our behavior along the following guidelines: 

a. Open the table of the Lord to his covenant children for the very same reasons theologically that we 

present them for baptism. 

b. That we recognize the parental responsibility to do everything in their power to bring up their children in 

the fear of the Lord, which we now understand includes the following: 

i. Present their children for baptism 

ii. Bring their children to church so as to avail them of the means for grace.  

iii. To request permission from the elders to admit their children to participation in the sacrament of 

Holy Communion.  

This honors the vows made by the parents and the congregation. We now recognize that this too is a parental 

responsibility issue. This maintains the supervisory role of the elders over the sacraments. 

Concerning Covenant Children and Holy Communion: 

 

Before we participate in the Lord’s Supper, we are urged to do three things: 
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Concerning Confessing Members: 

Confessing members of our congregation, not under discipline, are always invited to participate in the blessed 

sacrament of communion. 

 

Concerning Visitors and Guests: 

Visitors and guests who meet the following criteria are also invited to participate in the sacrament: 

a. They testify that they are believers in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior as these things are taught in the Bible. 

b. They acknowledge their sinfulness and need for forgiveness in Christ’s shed blood at Calvary.  

c. They attest that they are sorry for such sin in their life and resolve to repent and live obediently in the power of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Concerning Children: 

The confessing members may request that their baptized children also participate under the following conditions: 

a. Parents submit a written request to the elders specifically requesting that their children (listed by name) be 

allowed to participate in the sacrament of communion. This written request shall also include a description of the 

following: 

i. The plan and processes for spiritual formation undertaken by the parents in their home 

ii. How their children will be taught specifically about the sacrament of communion and its relationship to 

the preaching of the word of God 

b. Parents understand that their children will still be expected to participate in the full course of spiritual formation 

classes offered through our Catechism program. 

c. Parents must impress upon their covenant children that the hope and expectation of the church remains that they 

too make a personal and public profession of their faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  

 For those parents that have not requested permission to have their children partake of the sacrament, it is 

 understood that they will have their children refrain when the elements of communion are served. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. We baptize believers as well as their children. Do you understand why we do that? If you’d like to talk more about 

that, talk to one of our pastors or elders. 

2. Sacraments are a ‘SIGN’ and a ‘SEAL’ of our salvation. What does that mean? 

3. What does it mean that sacraments are a ‘means of grace’?  

4. Why do we participate in the sacraments communally? Is this something we can do at home by ourselves or with 

our families? Why or why not? 

Implementation Guide: 
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CHURCH MINISTRIES 
 

 

Overview: 

 

 

1. Adult Ministries 

 

2. Children’s Ministries 

 

3. Friendship Ministry 

 

4. REVIVE 

 

5. Stephen Ministry 

 

6. Missions Ministry 

 

7. Sunday School/Catechism 

 

8. Other Programs and Projects 
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Coffee Break is an interfaith Bible study for women of all ages. Women can expect to discover 

what the Bible says to them in an atmosphere of warmth and fellowship. Nursery and Story 

Hour are available on Wednesday mornings.  As with all adult small groups, no church 

membership is required. All are welcome. First CRC currently has 3 different Coffee Break 

meeting times to accommodate schedules: 

a. Tuesday evenings at 7:00PM 

b. Wednesday mornings at 9:45AM 

c. Wednesday evenings at 6:30PM 

 

 

Stitch and Knit comprises of a group of ladies enjoying fellowship and needle work and meets 

on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at 1:00PM. 

 

 

The Women’s Bible Study meets on Tuesday mornings periodically throughout the year. 

 

 

First Place Weight Loss is a Christ-centered health program for women of all ages using a 

support system that incorporates Bible study, scripture memorization, prayer, and balanced 

eating and exercise plans. First Place provides an opportunity for change, not only physically, 

but spiritually and emotionally. This group meets on Wednesday evenings at 6:00PM. 

 

 

The Men's Life Bible study meets every Wednesday at 6:30AM in the council room. They study 

various books/themes of the Bible and meet all year. 

 

 

Trek is an interfaith Bible study for men of all ages. The purpose of Trek is to have men engaging 

in Christian fellowship and the study of God's word, and to build new friendships with faith in 

God as the driving force behind these relationships. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. Coffee Break: 

 

2. Stitch and Knit: 

 

3. Women’s Bible Study: 

 

4. First Place: 

 

5. Men’s Life Bible Study: 

 

6. Trek: 

 

 

 

Adult Ministries: 



 

 

            

22 | 

 

 

 

 

Our Infant and Toddler Nurseries provide an atmosphere of love and care in a safe environment 

in order to help infants and toddlers (and parents, too!) feel happy and secure. Our nurseries are open 

during every regular worship service. 

 

Children's Worship is offered each Sunday during the morning worship service.  Children will 

begin the morning with their parents in the main worship service and, after approximately 20 minutes, 

will be dismissed by a pastor or deacon to their leaders who will be waiting at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior) is a program for girls in the third through eighth 

grade and meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:15-7:30PM during REVIVE. Meetings begin with 

devotions and prayer and are followed by a lesson time with girls in their age group. The girls earn merit 

badges and also have fun doing crafts.  

 

Cadets is a program for boys in third through eighth grade and meets Wednesday evenings 

from 6:15 to 7:30PM during REVIVE. They meet together to learn a Bible lesson, earn merit badges on 

numerous topics, and do crafts. Cadets often have yearly trips as well. 

 

Common Ground is made up of youth in ninth through twelfth grade. This co-ed ministry meets 

weekly on Sunday evenings from 7:15-9:00PM. The group participates in Bible lessons, small groups, 

service projects, fun activities and games.  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Common-Ground-YouthGroup/250726834945348   

 

An opportunity for pre-school age children to come to know God through playtime, stories, 

music, crafts, and friendship while their mothers and caregivers study God’s Word and enjoy the 

fellowship of other women. 

 

Every summer, First CRC hosts a weeklong event (mornings) held in the summer for 4-year-olds 

through 5th grade where children and adults share God’s love through drama, games, crafts, music, 

snacks, and Bible stories. 

 

Good News Club is an after school program served on public school campuses to share the love 

of Christ. Each week the teacher presents an exciting Bible lesson using colorful materials from CEF 

Press. This action-packed time also includes songs, Scripture memory, a mission’s story and review 

games or other activities focused on the lesson's theme. 

As with all CEF ministries, the purpose of Good News Club is to evangelize boys and girls with 

the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and establish (disciple) them in the Word of God and in a local church 

for Christian living. 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministries: 

1. Infant and Toddler Nurseries: 

 

2. Children’s Worship: 

 

3.  GEMS (3rd to 8th Grade): 

 

4.  CADETS (3rd to 8th Grade): 

 

5. Common Ground Youth Group (9th to 12th Grade): 

 

6. Story Hour—Children’s Program in conjunction with Wednesday morning Coffee Break: 

 

7. Vacation Bible School (VBS): 

 

8. Good News Club (GNC): 

 

http://cefpress.com/
http://cefpress.com/
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A troubling reality is that much of society, along with many churches, often ignore the 

spiritual needs of people who have intellectual disabilities as well as the joys and benefits of 

having them as an integral part of our community. 

Friendship Ministries is a program devoted to share God’s love with people who have 

intellectual disabilities and to enable them to become an active part of God’s family.  

 

 

One of the main functions of Friendship is to show love to those with intellectual 

disabilities. Anyone with intellectual disabilities are welcome to come (you do not have to be a 

member of First CRC or any other church to participate).  

        An equally important function is geared towards the integration and involvement of 

people with disabilities into the life of the church. With that said, if you are interested in 

participating in the Friendship program as a tutor or guest, contact the Friendship coordinator. 

All are welcome to join. 

 

 

Each meeting is spent learning about God through singing, group learning, and crafts. 

It also includes a time for fellowship and refreshments.  

 

 

The Friendship program officially begins in the fall and goes until the summer. 

Friendship meets weekly in First CRC's Fellowship Hall on Thursdays at 6:45PM. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friendship Ministry: 

What is Friendship Ministries? 

 

Who are welcome to attend? 

 

What happens at Friendship meetings? 

 

When does it start? 
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REVIVE is a church community ministry where all ages participate through 

fellowship around a meal and in small groups.  

 

 

 For members of First CRC as well as the broader community to gather together in 

fellowship, faith, and food. 

 

 

REVIVE starts at 5:30PM with dinner. We will share a blessing and enjoy the 

company of one another for one hour. At approximately 6:30 PM all of the small groups 

start. There are a variety of small groups for all ages to participate. A few small groups are 

as follows: 

 Bible studies on issues, books, texts, and topics such as: Marriage and Singleness, 

Apologetics, Atheism, Prodigal God, etc. These themes change from year to year.  

 Cadets and Gems for youth between 3rd and 8th grade 

 Coffee Break for women of all ages 

 First Place Weight Loss—a program devoted to promoting physical, spiritual, and 

emotional health and well-being.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REVIVE: 

Mission Statement: 

 

Goals and Objective: 

 

What is the typical layout of the evening? 
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First CRC is firmly committed to the mandate of scripture to: 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2) 

Thus, First CRC uses the Stephen Ministry program: 

“To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us 

come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 

measure of the full stature of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12–13). 

 

 

Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring ministry that takes place at First CRC. 

Stephen Ministry congregations, like First CRC, equip and empower lay caregivers—called 

Stephen Ministers—to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who 

are hurting. 

 

 

A Stephen Minister is a caring Christian friend who listens, cares, prays, supports and 

encourages. Stephen Ministry relationships continue for a limited amount of time, from a few 

weeks or months to two or three years. Stephen Ministers maintain strict confidentiality.  

 

 

Stephen Ministers provide care to a variety of people for many different reasons:  those 

who have a terminal illness, or who have lost loved ones, people who are having family 

problems, who are relocating, who have lost a job, or who need help to think through life's 

challenges. 

 

 

Stephen Ministers are lay people who have received 50 hours of training in providing 

emotional and spiritual care. 

 

 Note: There are no requirements that you belong to First CRC or any other church. If you have a need for a Stephen 

Minister, we have someone who can help. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Ministry: 

1. Mission Statement: 

 

2. What is Stephen Ministry? 

 

3. What is a Stephen Minister? 

 

4. Who is eligible for a Stephen Minister? 

 

5. Stephen Minister Training 
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In light of First CRC’s mission and vision, we endeavor to honor and glorify God by 

faithfully loving our neighbors. We believe our ‘neighbor’ represents every man, woman, and 

child we come into contact with. Knowing that the Lord has established First CRC in Hanford, 

our main priority is to love and serve the people of Hanford and Kings County.  

 

 

 “Justice” is one of the six themes that we have identified as ‘pillars’ of our mission 

statement. That means to protect, preserve, and promote equity, justice, equality, and peace 

(that being all things right and fair). Examples of this include diaconal ministries that care for 

the marginalized, widow, orphan, sick, diseased, abused, and abuser. In desiring true justice, 

we aim to give voice to those who have none.  

       One way we can contribute to this mission is to commit ourselves to ministries of 

missions.  

 

 

With that in mind, First CRC is firmly committed to: 

a. At least “ONE” local mission’s project per year.  

 This will likely take place in the Fall/Winter season 

b. At least “ONE” state/international mission’s project per year 

 This will likely take place in the Spring/Summer season 

Both projects are to be intergenerational endeavors, thus providing opportunities for our 

church to grow together through service to Christ and His Kingdom.  

 

 

The Pastor-Director of Youth Ministries will serve alongside the deacons to fulfill this 

objective. The “Director of Youth Ministries” and the two “Missions Deacons” will serve jointly 

as the head organizers for such events.  

        Knowing that Christ has called each and every one of us to the task of service to His 

Kingdom, we will work diligently to provide opportunities for members to fully participate in 

this endeavor as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions Ministry: 

Mission Statement: 

 

Gospel in Community Vision: 

 

Goals and Objectives: 

 

How we will fulfill this objective: 
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In light of First CRC’s mission and vision, we endeavor to encourage and equip our 

members for loving service to Christ and His Kingdom. One way in which we do this is by having 

Sunday School classes for all ages. These classes commence Sundays at 11:00AM (after the 

morning service). Children gather in their respective classrooms and adults meet in the 

fellowship hall. Generally speaking, the Sundays following major holidays do not have Sunday 

School on the schedule. Check the bulletin or church website calendar for more up-to-date 

information.  

 

 

Occasionally, First CRC has a community Sunday School in which we will invite special 

guests to speak to us on a wide range of topics. Most often it will be a missionary we support 

or a representative of an organization we partner with.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School/Catechism: 

Mission Statement: 

 

Adult/Community Sunday School: 
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These Ministries are constantly changing based on need and availability. Please contact a member of staff 

for more up-to-date information: 

 

Martha’s Daughters:  

Our “meals on wheels” program. This ministry exists to support individuals and families that are experiencing 

times of transition, whether that be through the death of a loved one, losing a job, recently moving to the area, etc. 

Martha’s Daughters works with the deacons to serve in the ministry of benevolence and compassion for those in need. If 

you would like meals brought to you, or know of a member who does, please contact your district deacon, Elsie Barba, or 

Maggie Woodhouse.  

 

Crossroads Bible Institute:  

This is a Bible study program for prisoners throughout the United States and its territories. Volunteers work with 

inmates by correcting their Bible lessons and writing letters of encouragement.  

 

Habitat 4 Humanity: 

We are involved in this community revitalization project and we host meetings of this group on Wednesday 

evenings on an “as-needed” basis.  

 

KCAO (Kings Community Action Organization): 

We have members on the governing board of this organization. We also have responsibility for making “bulk-

food” deliveries to 5 distribution points throughout Kings County.  Deliveries are scheduled for Thursdays once a month. 

  

Faith Promise: 

In faith-promise giving, church members are given the opportunity to support specific missionaries, fields, 

projects, or agencies. Faith-promise gifts are above and beyond the support gifts given to the local church budgetary 

needs.  

 

Helping Hand - Funeral Luncheon Program: 

For member families whose loved ones pass away the church will prepare and serve a light luncheon for their 

family and guests. Doing so is an important and significant part of showing Christian love and support for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ who are grieving the loss of their loved ones.  

 If your family would like to participate in this program they are encouraged to contact the church Secretary and 

specifically ask for a luncheon. At the time of the request it is helpful to have a basic idea of how many guests will likely 

be in attendance.  

 This meal is provided by members of the congregation each of whom are asked to provide a specific kind and 

amount of food for the luncheon. The menu is simple and not subject to special requests. Typically, the menu consists of 

the following: 

- Buttered buns with meat and/or cheese, Potato Salad, Chips, Fruit Cups, Cookies, Bars, and other Dessert 

Breads, Ice Cream Punch, Coffee, Tea, and Water 

 

Other Programs and Projects: 
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Church Government 

 

If you are new to ‘church’ or even the Christian Reformed Church in general, becoming a member of this church 

may be different from what you have experienced before. Let’s talk about a few key themes to keep in mind when 

discussing the leadership and governance of our church: 

 

Christ is the Head: 

This congregation is not governed democratically. It does not have a board whose members are first of all 

accountable to the membership. Written large in the charter of your church is that Christ is the supreme ruler of the 

community of believers (Matthew 28:18-20). The assembly of office-bearers who govern the church are responsible to 

Jesus Christ, the Head of the church. (In the Christian Reformed Church, the assembly of elders is commonly referred to 

as the consistory. When both elders and deacons meet together, they are known as council.) 

 

How does this form of government work out in the affairs of the local congregation? 

Here’s a brief picture of the church in action: 

 Members of the church submit themselves to Christ’s rule by seeking the guidance of the Word of God in their 

lives. Individual members also agree to be accountable to each other in matters of faith.  

 In the affairs of the church, members submit themselves to the rule of the elders, who represent the authority of 

Christ (Matthew 16:19; Ephesians 4:11-13; 1 Timothy 5:17). The institution of the office of elder dates from early 

New Testament times (Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:6-7; 20:28; 1 Timothy 5:17; Titus 1:5; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-2). 

 Deacons promote faithful stewardship and a biblically informed concept of justice, showing Christian mercy in 

Christ’s name to the needy and to victims of injustice. Deacons were first appointed by the apostles in the early 

church (Acts 6:1-6; 2 Corinthians 8-9).  

Perhaps you feel a little uncomfortable with belonging to an institution that is not governed democratically. But keep the 

following in mind: 

 Elders rule as servants in obedience to Christ, who said, “Whoever wants to become great among you must be 

your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:26-28). 

 Elders know that a congregation is composed of mature believers who share the offices of prophet, priest, and 

king with Christ and who have access to God through the Word and prayer. That’s why elders will regularly consult 

with members, and that’s why your attendance at congregational meetings is so important.  

 The church council is composed of several office-bearers. They do their work collegially and make decisions in a 

deliberative setting. No office-bearer has the right to make decisions of consequence alone.  

 The church council is not a self-perpetuating body. At the annual congregational meeting, the congregation 

chooses its office-bearers.  

 Leadership is not confined to the council. Diligent and thoughtful members assert influence by their every word 

and deed. Perhaps you have the gift of edification, teaching, or administration; perhaps you can serve on one of 

the many committees. Be involved!  
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Experiencing Christ-like Community 

 

 

We will end the same way we began. We hope that you find church membership to be both a privilege 

and a responsibility. We are deeply committed to the goal of living into the image of being ‘one body, many parts.’ 

This goal is not accomplished by having good mission and vision statements, programs, ministries, volunteers, or 

staff, but by and through the Holy Spirit. In everything we do, we seek His leading as we aim to walk in communion 

with Him. When we join the family of God, we not only become His children, we also become family with one 

another. That makes us brothers and sisters in Christ. We hope that you will join us in that endeavor. As a body of 

Christ, we long for the day in which Christ will return and make all things new. Until that day, we will do everything 

within our power to serve His Kingdom in His world.  

 

 

1. Take our ‘Spiritual Gifts/Talents Self-Assessment’. It’s important to be able to assess your own interests and gifts 

as well as your availability when choosing activities in which you wish to participate. We hope you find First CRC 

a place where you are encouraged to cultivate your gifts and talents so that we can be jointly blessed as the 

community of Christ. 

 

2. Join a small group to deepen your faith and strengthen fellowship. Living into the type of fellowship that Christ 

calls us to means that we need to make a concerted effort to care for, pray with, admonish, and encourage one 

another as brothers and sisters in Christ. Small groups are an excellent way to live into that.  

 

3. Pray for fellow members, office-bearers, and staff, and for the church’s ministries. Most of all, pray for the city of 

Hanford and Kings County that God’s Kingdom may be advanced and that our church may reflect its call to be the 

bride of Christ. 

 

4. Consider speaking with one of the pastors, elders, or deacons in regards to getting plugged into the community. 

We know that joining a church and getting to know people in it can be a trying task. We want to do everything we 

can to extend Christ-like hospitality to you and help you grow in your faith and in your fellowship with other 

believers. But we also want to encourage you to take the initiative when we fall short of that. This is a collaborative 

effort.  

 

 

Here are a few steps you can take in order to experience community in this church 

 

The Gospel in Community – A Place to Belong 
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Notes 
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