The Caller

First Congregational
United Church of Christ

1

Our mission is to create
and nurture a family of
faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

I will be on leave June 25th through July 15th.
In case of pastoral emergency, please call 607-438-2634. Please remember
to leave a message as the information will be passed to area clergy on call
this week.
Alternately you may also reach out to Rachel Hofstetter with any
administrative concerns and to Maria Quintal with any pastoral care
concerns.
Blessings,

Rev. Marraine Kettell, Pastor
Creator God
who breathed this world into being,
who is discernible within the harmony of nature,
the perfection of a butterfly's wing,
the grandeur of a mountain range,
the soaring eagle and humming bird,
thank you for this world
which you have created.
Thank you for summer sun,
which reminds us
that your creative breath
is still alive and active.
Thank you for the warmth of your love,
sustaining this world,
your garden.
John Birch, 2016
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday: 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
E-mail: office@corningucc.org
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor: Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary: Brenda Passmore

Congregation Approves Change
in Pastor’s Position
On Sunday, June 24, the congregation acted to authorize the
Administrative Support Team, the Personnel Team, and the
pastor to work together to develop and implement a plan to
change the pastor’s position to ¾ time, effective no later than
October 1. The vote was by paper ballot and passed 32 to 20.
The proposal was developed in
response to ongoing financial concerns
that the church would not have
sufficient cash for operations at some
point during the 2019 fiscal year.
Reducing the pastor’s position to a
¾-time role would restore a projected
$3,100 to cash reserves.
The paper ballot allowed members
who wished to communicate reasons
for their votes to do so. Most “no”
votes included comments, which the
AST will review carefully as it works
to implement the proposal.
Members wishing to provide further input are encouraged to
telephone or email members of the AST.

Beginning after the July 4th holiday,
the church office will be open
Thursday & Fridays from 9 am- noon.

The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month. There is no
newsletter for August, but we’ll be
back in September!

Office Hours:
Church Office: Brenda is in the office Thurs./Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Mornings in the office, appointments
appreciated.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634
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EASY AS PIE!
I know summer is a time
for relaxation and that you
may not make it into
church every Sunday.
HOWEVER, your pledge
could! :-)
Your bank most likely has a "bill pay" system in
which you can sign up to have your pledge sent to
the church automatically weekly/monthly/quarterly or on a schedule that suits you!
Thank you for keeping your pledges up-to-date so
that I can pay our bills in a timely manner.
Jennifer Fais, Treasurer

Musical Talent!
Please consider sharing
your talents (voice or
instrument) this
summer. There are five
Sundays in July and four
in August. There are
signup sheets in the
Fellowship Hall.

Name Tags
The new batch of name tags is in, and they are
hanging on the name tag board! Look for
yours. The new ones will be obvious in their
clear plastic covers!

JESUS CHRIST

Altar Flowers - Northside Floral
Our altar flowers are now
being provided by Northside
Floral. The cost remains the
same at $30. A special thank
you to everyone that signs up
to give flowers for a special
celebration, memorial or to
honor a special person or event. The flower signup sheet is on the north wall of the Fellowship
Hall. If you have any questions, please contact
Joyce Nelson at 607/962-8945 or
joycenelson@stny.rr.com.

Blessings before the Summer Holidays
Take time to claim your strength;
this is a gift from God.
Take time to have fun;
it is God’s way of teaching you your strengths.
Take time to grow yourself;
only you can grow you.
Take time to trust yourself;
God trusts you.
Take time to be self-reliant;
it is better than being dependent.
Take time to share with others;
they will bless you and you will bless them.
Take time to have hope;
you are a child of God.
Parish of Edgeley and Cheadle
Heath
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Ministry Plan and Nominating Slate Approved
On Sunday, July 10, the congregation unanimously approved the proposed ministry plan for 2018-19 and the
nominating slate of new leaders for the church. This was an important step as we continue on under a two-year
trial governance structure, the purpose of which is to streamline operations and reduce the number of nominated
positions we fill each year
The ministry plan for the 2018-19 program year is much the same as that under which we are currently
operating. A few modifications recognize procedures that are already in place: the facilities team is responsible
for managing the use of the church by community groups, and the missions team will recommend special
offerings to benefit local organizations such as the Salvation Army.
A significant addition to the plan acknowledges the importance of regular communications among the various
teams and staff and provides a framework for sharing information.
The nominating slate approved by the congregation includes many individuals continuing in their positions as
well as several new team leaders. The complete slate of officers and team leaders is as follows:
Worship Team Leaders: Jan Kostolansky, Annie McCaslin
Faith Formation Team Leader: Chris Wilkins
Church Family/Community Life Team Leaders: Mary Daly, Tom Wilkinson, Dave Lambert
Mission and Outreach Team Leaders: Star Bright, Margo Brown, Gina Burdick
Facilities Team Leaders: Judy Garett, Jim Nelson

Administrative Support Team:
Moderator: Pam Walker (through December 2018)
Assistant Moderator: Jill VanDewoestine (through December 2018)
Clerk: Maria Quintal
Treasurer: Jennifer Fais (ex officio)
John Brown
Barbara Cooper
Bruce Graf
Rachel Hofstetter
Delegate to Susquehanna Association: John Sands
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Mission & Outreach
Here's to the start of the
2018-2019 church year!
The mission team has met and is planning for the
2018-2019 year ahead. We still need to get
approval for our plans from the AST but we are
hoping to start in September with our chosen local
charity being the Corning Food Pantry. We will
bring in a speaker and hope also that the youth will
be able to bring vegetables from their gardens or
provide some other contribution or learning
opportunity. This is the time of harvest for our
community garden as well so it should be a grand
outreach opportunity.
During the year, our plan is to choose several local
charities as well as the 4 UCC donation
opportunities. We hope to provide other ways to
contribute – not just money! Stay tuned...
Your new ministry team,
Margo Brown
Evie Lewis
Gina Burdick
Star Bright
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Facilities Team
Summer is here and
unfortunately
so are the ants!
Before you leave the church after
an event where there has been
food please:
•Dry mop, sweep and/or clean up all crumbs and
spills in the Fellowship Hall, the kitchen and any
place there has been food.
•The containers in the kitchen by the garbage can are
for coffee grounds only - do not put food items in the
containers and leave church.
•Take garbage bags and recyclable containers to the
dumpsters at Quail Bay Apartments (we have an
agreement with the management to use their
dumpsters.) Our supply of garbage bags is in the
closet by the back door.
Judy Garrett is traveling in Ireland until the end of
July. If you have a concern or problem regarding the
building and grounds or a building request, please
contact Jim Nelson at (607)962-8945 or cell (607)
329-2284 or email jnelson2@stny.rr.com.
Thanks to everyone for your assistance in keeping
our building clean and items stored in their proper
places.
Jim Nelson, Facilities Team

Mailbag

Administrative Support Team

June 2018

AST Summer Meeting Schedule -

Pastor Marraine,
Thank you for
“stepping up” for the
prayer at the Steps
Walk. To think the
Lord walked
everywhere!
Lew Brown

Tuesday, July 23rd, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 14th, 6:30 p.m.
All meetings are open to interested
members of the congregation.
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Personnel Committee
Announcement from Rachel Hofstetter, Chair of the Personnel Committee –
Pastor Marraine’s Healthcare Provider has ordered her to take three weeks’ medical leave. This leave will
begin June 25, 2018 and go through and include July 15, 2018.
The Personnel Committee has consulted church policies and procedures and consulted with the NY Conference
staff to determine how to handle this leave. Based on this information, the Personnel Committee has
determined that Marraine will use 2 weeks’ vacation and 1 week of personal leave to cover this
absence. Personal leave is referenced in Pastor Marraine’s Pastoral Call. Since she has already taken one full
week and one partial week of vacation, this will leave her with 1 full week plus one Sunday of vacation for the
rest of 2018.
Pulpit supply has been arranged for Sunday July 1 & July 15 and is in process for July 8.
Pastoral care emergency coverage will also be provided as usual and can be obtained by calling 607-438-2634.
While Pastor Marraine is away, Maria Quintal will relay messages of care & concern, as the pastor will not be
able to respond to emails or phone calls.
If there are any additional questions or concerns about our personnel policies, they can be addressed to Rachel
Hofstetter as the Personnel Committee Chair. Rachel's email: hofstetter@corning-cc.edu Cell # 607-3779636, please feel free to leave a message with your contact information if she doesn’t answer.

July Birthdays
1st
Laura Cooper
2nd
Jennifer Madison
3rd
Bob Lester
6th
Caitlin Hogan
th
6
Gary McCaslin
9th
Barbara Briggs
12th
Jennifer Fais
12th
Madelyn Pusateri
12th
Will Madison
15th
Bob Brown
th
17
Liane Watson
19th
Gina Burdick
28th
Dick Bennitt
29th
Claudia DeMeritt
29th
Nathan Webb

August Birthdays
3rd
Chris Walker
4th
Ruth Nelson
5th
Luke Webb
7th
Finn Barber
th
7
Carter Wilken
9th
Thomas Kowalik
11th
Dominic Grinnell
12th
Keith Gorton
18th
Karen Madison
23rd
Walt Connor
th
24
Ed Lewis
27th
Aimee Lester
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Photo Gallery
Women's Fellowship (along with two gentlemen) had fun on
our annual Mystery Trip on June 13th. Jan Kostolansky
arranged for us to tour the Wings of Eagles museum in Big
Flats and eat at their cafe, Sweet and Saucy. There were 16 of
us and we all had a great time.

Evie and Ed Lewis, Joyce Nelson, John Brown
and Maria Quintal spruce up the front of the
church!
Next on the chore list - increase the curb appeal!
Want to help? Please see Judy Garrett - she
would love the help!
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Faith Formation volunteers and students are recognized during
worship on June 10th!

Community Events

Corning's Gaffer District and
the Southeast Steuben
County Library are excited
to host the annual summer
program, Storytime in
Centerway Square. Please
join us as guest readers
animatedly read from
children's books. We're sure
your favorite will be on the
list! Rain location will be at
the Information Center.
One lucky child in the crowd
will win a book to take home
with them, courtesy of the
Southeast Steuben County
Library!
Storytime in the Square is
every other Tuesday, at 10
am, beginning July 10th
through the end of August.

When you need a
tire changed—
Bob Walker &
Jeff DeMerritt
gallantly came to
Star Bright's
rescue one recent
Sunday. Keep
them in mind if
you have a tire
issue! Note...Bob
even had special
gloves.
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The calendar changes rapidly, so please check www.corningucc.org under the Calendar/Events tab for the
most up-to-date version. Late changes to Pastor Marraine’s schedule are not yet reflected in the calendar.
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