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First Congregational
United Church of Christ
Pastor Marraine’s Musing.....
Someone asked me recently what I thought were the top three goals of a church pastor. With all the
conversation we’ve had here at the First Congregational United Church of Christ in Corning, the answer came
pretty quickly. Here are my top three : 1-Quality and Integrity of Worship; 2 - Oversight of Congregational
Care & 3 – Discipleship.
Those categories may seem obvious, but for clarity it is important to flush out the meaning of each.
First is worship. Given that the most concentrated participation for the church community is that of worship on
Sunday mornings, we need to provide a quality worship service in terms of preaching, music, hospitality, and
lay leadership. All of those things help to offer a quality worship experience that runs smoothly. As part of our
new governance structure, the worship team works with the pastor to make sure details are in place for
Sunday morning worship. This fall the office and the staff will have hymns, scriptures, and themes in place
through the middle of November. All of that helps to insure quality of worship. The authenticity of worship is
about the message we convey through worship. Is it authentic to the common message of the church overall?
Are we in line with the mission of the local church as well as the mission of the denomination of which we are
a part? Beyond good music and good worship, it is imperative that people receive an authentic message.
Second is oversight of Congregational Care. I chose the word oversight intentionally. Each of us are
ministers of the church. (It just so happens that a couple of us are ordained.) In that role we are responsible for
fellow members of our congregation. The pastor both participates in the programs of congregational care and
offers oversight for other church members who participate. For instance in the congregation this now translates
as a visit from the pastor to homebound members roughly every quarter in hopes that other congregational
members will visit during alternating months. There are several reasons for this, but the main reason is that it
maintains the relationship between a member who is homebound and the membership who are still active.
Discipleship may be third on the list, but frankly these aren’t listed in any level of priority. At the end
of the Gospel of Matthew, we receive the great commission. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”
We are each charged to take the message of the Gospel into our daily lives. It is not simply a matter of
receiving the message. It is our responsibility as the Body of Christ to share that message beyond our church
building. As a pastor, my hope is to facilitate that testimony. This means that each of us must own the task of
continuing our own faith formation, serving in mission work, supporting the ministry and mission through
stewardship, and engaging our faith in the world.
In order to sustain a vibrant healthy ministry, the most important tool the pastor needs to accomplish
all of that is engaged and authentic lay leaders serving with integrity. As we embark on a new program year
and step into transition in the church, I encourage all of you to find ways to engage in the ministry and mission
of this church.
Blessings,

Pastor Marraine
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First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday: 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
E-mail: office@corningucc.org
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor: Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary: Brenda Passmore

Dates to Remember:
Sunday School begins

Sept. 9

Pet Parade

Sept. 15

Family Dinner

Sept. 18

Missionary Speaker

Sept. 25

Women’s Fellowship

Sept. 26

Bake & Make-A-Thon

Sept. 29

Leaf Peeping Hike

Oct. 14

CROP Walk

Oct. 21

Community Garden
I am happy to report that our two raised beds have been very

productive this summer. We decided in the spring to only plant
two crops so that when we take produce to the Corning
Community Food Pantry it would make more of an impact. One
bed for tomatoes - mostly cherry and grape - and the other for
bush beans. They have each been very productive. As of Tuesday,
August 28th, we have taken 39 ½ lbs. of beans and 23 ¾ lbs. of
tomatoes to Corning Community Food Pantry.
Usually in the summer we are challenged by having enough man
power to keep the beds well supplied with water. This summer
Mother Nature lent a helping hand for which we are grateful.
Storing water in the blue barrel worked pretty well, easing the
need to constantly hook the hose to our one outlet by the back
door.
Many thanks to those
from our church as
well as Emanuel
Lutheran Church
who have helped
with planting,
watering, harvesting
and/or taking
produce to the Pantry
to make this
community outreach
program so effective.
Bruce & Judy Graf, Bruce & Lynn Peffley, Jennifer Fais &
Noel Sylvester, Joyce Nelson, John Rector & Sue Doyle,
Brenda & Jim Passmore, Gisela Smith, Maria Quintal, and
Bob Garrett, we very much appreciate all that you did to make
this a successful planting & harvesting season. There will still be
some more harvesting to be done in the next few weeks. Please
feel free to sign up to take care of our gardens through September.
Judy Garrett

Office Hours:

The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month.

Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tu/Th/Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Mornings in the office, appointments
appreciated.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634
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Pet Parade Walk & Talk
Saturday, Sept. 15th, 9AM
Painted Post Rail Trail on Steuben
& High Streets.
Short, easy, handicap accessible
walk. Open to all, pet ownership
not required!

Church Family Dinner
Tuesday September 18th at 6 PM.
Open to all members.

Women’s Fellowship
Wed., Sept. 26th at 11:30 a.m.
Please bring a bag lunch. We will
make pumpkin rolls for our Bake &Make-A- Thon. Bring your mixer
stands and large baking trays and get
ready to bake! Please let Beth Briggs know your
attendance plans. Remember: all women in the
church are invited.

Community Office Hours

Stewardship 2018
This year, the Stewardship Campaign will take
place during the month of September. The Kick-off
will be Sunday, September 9th, ending with
Consecration Sunday, September 30th.

Office Hours
Summer office hours
end after Labor Day.
But there will be a
change in the usual
schedule. Brenda will
be in the church office
9 a.m.– noon Tuesdays,
Thursdays & Fridays.

Susquehanna Association Fall Meeting
Please join Pastor Marraine for her Community
Office Hours at Soulful Cup
Tuesday, Sept. 25th 9-11 a.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 26th, 3-5 p.m.
Come by for a warm drink and a visit.

Wineglass Water Station
Please note Emanuel Lutheran Church will not host
a Wineglass Marathon Water Station this year.
However, if you wish to individually volunteer they
are always looking for help. Here is the email link
to get in contact with them.
volunteers@wineglassmarathon.com
Note that the route has changed from West William
in front of Emanuel to Hillvue one block south of
the church. Perhaps next year we will renew our
tradition of running the last water station of the
marathon!
Mary Ellen Brennan,
Emanuel’s Water Station Coordinator

Sunday, September 13th, 2pm
First Congregational UCC of Ithaca

September Birthdays!
1st
Beth Briggs
Jim Katt
Corky Lentz
Noel Sylvester
12th
Eileen Sands
Brenda Passmore
15th
Joyce Nelson
th
17
Peter Reif
21st
Tom Breslin
st
21
Sylvia Brown
21st
Sandra Smith
th
29
Joanne Reif
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Ever wonder who to call when you have a concern?
Or who is responsible for overseeing the various parts of church life?
Each year in June, our congregation elects a slate of members who agree to lead some part of the work of the
church. These members of the Ministry and Administrative Support Teams are listed below. Of course,
leadership does not imply responsibility for accomplishing all of a team’s work. We need your help! If you
would like to get involved, reach out to one of these team leaders. Our church is strong when we are all active in
its life and ministry.
First Congregational UCC Ministry and Administrative Support Team Members 2018-19
Ministry Team Leaders:
Jan Kostolansky, Worship
Annie McCaslin, Worship
Star Bright, Mission and Outreach
Margo Brown, Mission and Outreach
Gina Burdick, Mission and Outreach
Judy Graf, Faith Formation
Chris Wilken, Faith Formation
Judy Garrett, Facilities
Jim Nelson, Facilities
Mary Daly, Church Family Life
Dave Lambert, Church Family Life
Tom Wilkinson, Church Family Life
Administrative Support Team Members:
Pam Walker, Moderator (thru December)
Jill VandeWoestine, Assistant Moderator (thru
December) (Personnel)

Jennifer Fais, Treasurer (ex officio)
Maria Quintal, Clerk
John Brown (Finance)
Barbara Cooper
Bruce Graf (Stewardship, Finance)
Rachel Hofstetter (Personnel)
Debby Perry
AST Sub-Team Members (non-elected volunteers):
Karen Madison, Personnel
Tom McGrew, Personnel
Judy Graf, Personnel
John Sands, Susquehanna Delegate
Noel Sylvester, Susquehanna Delegate
Jim Flaws, Finance
Pam Schmitt, Finance
Jill Palmer, Chief Collector

Facilities
Thank you to Ed & Evie Lewis and all of your helpers for engineering the rehabilitation
of our front entrance.
The front door of the church has been repainted with a new color, Dragonfly. I have no
idea how the paint company selected this name for the color. Many thanks to John
Brown, Michael Flanagan, and Russell Feldeisen for their help preparing the door for
painting and painting the door. More than half of the prep time was spent taking off
several layers of old paint from the hinges. I’m sure these are the original door hinges
and are an extra heavy duty hinge that would be difficult to match for replacement and
also costly. Well worth the time to expose the original finish of these hinges. Again
many thanks to the helpers for making this a fun project. Ed Lewis
Ed's work on behalf of
our kitchen...any idea
how heavy that griddle
is? Ed knows!

Joyce Nelson shines up our
much used stove/oven.

Ed's very methodical arrangement of
stove parts. It did all go back where it
belonged & is all in working order!
Thanks Ed for all your efforts.
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Administrative Support Team
AST Update and Invitation to Reconciliation
Last May as we studied the results of our churchwide survey, we acknowledged that the church is experiencing
growing financial difficulties and conflict. In response, the AST proposed a three-step approach to resolving
these and moving the church forward:
1. Refocus on fulfilling our purpose as a Christian people through reconciliation and service to one another
2. Support our pastor in implementing improvements
3. Plan for financial sustainability.
The AST and its subteams are moving ahead on all of these fronts. Over the summer, the personnel subteam
worked with Pastor Marraine to craft a new job description and revise her call in anticipation of implementing a
¾-time position. In addition, the finance subteam outlined a plan for this year’s stewardship and budgeting
processes that will help us understand our financial situation well before we enter the 2019 fiscal year.
The remaining tasks -- refocusing our attitudes, reconciling, and becoming of service to one another -- are up to
all of us. As we enter into this next program year, we need to come together as a congregation to develop a
shared, positive vision of the kind of church we want to be. As a first step, another article in this Caller invites
members to join in developing a “helping hands” program of service to one another. Please consider
contributing to this process.
There is also a second initiative underway: the Administrative Support Team has asked the New York
Conference staff to lead us through a process of reconciliation. The AST invites everyone in the congregation to
join in this effort to come together as a reconciled people.
Our hope is to begin this critical work early in the fall, as soon as we are able to schedule the Conference
support we need to begin. (Conference minister Rev. Dr. Marsha Williams is working on locating a pastor to
work with us.) So far, the AST has identified these objectives for the process:
1. All parties acknowledge contributions to current conflict, whether through deliberate action, withholding,
oversight, or indifference.
2. Let go of negativity, excuses, blaming and hurt.
3. Shift the conversation to a cooperative, forgiving, solutions oriented mindset.
4. Commit to accepting and learning to love the church we are now.
5. Develop a shared, positive vision of the kind of church we want to be.
Please reflect on these objectives as we await word on when we will hold our first session. We look forward to
announcing the start of this work which is so critical to our future as a church.
In faith,
Pam Walker, Moderator

Faith Formation
Sunday School and Youth Group
Sunday School begins, Sunday, September 9th during worship.
We will offer K-2, 3-5, and middle school classes.
Youth Group also kicks off Sept 9th at 5;30pm
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Mission and Outreach
The Mission team met this summer and hopes you will be part of our plans for this year. First of all, we are
committed to reaching beyond our walls to serve the greater community.
We have decided to support the 5 for 5 efforts (Neighbors in Need, OCWM, One Great Hour of Sharing, the
Christmas Fund and Strengthen the Church).
Next we want to support local missions and have chosen Meals on Wheels, Habitat for Humanity, the Corning
Food Pantry, Planned Parenthood, and the Salvation Army. Each month, we will present a mission on the 2nd
and 3rd Sunday of the month. You may contribute by using the white envelopes labeled “Deacons Fund” or
you can write a check to FCUCC with the mission name on the memo line.
We believe that there are more ways to give other than money so we will try each month to find ways to share
our talents and time – we'll keep you posted. Watch for special suggestions on the tables in the fellowship hall.
We hope to involve youth in our missions so we will share our information with the faith formation team so
they can participate if they want to.
Thank you so much for your support.
Margo Brown , Star Bright, Evie Lewis , and Gina Burdick

The Mission Team’s September Mission: The Corning Food Pantry
Many of you have been faithful supporters in the past and that is much appreciated. Here is some information
about the Food Pantry: One in four people struggle with hunger in the Southern Tier. The Corning Community
Food Pantry exists to provide supplemental food assistance and nutrition education to people in need. They also
regularly promote other food sources such as SNAP (the food stamp program) and local mobile food
pantries. Started in 1973, the Corning Community Food Pantry is a member agency of the Food Bank of the
Southern Tier. The Food BANK is a warehouse that acquires and stores millions of pounds of food and other
products. Our Food PANTRY is one of 150 partner agencies throughout six counties to which the Food BANK
distributes food.
Here are some opportunities for volunteering in addition to financial support. Adults—stock shelves, register
clients and assist them prepare food choice list, pack foods for clients, teach cooking skills, help prepare food.
General information—pantry receives food from Walmart and Aldi Market, sheriff’s garden beds, fresh garden
produce from community, needs shampoo, laundry detergent, toilet tissue, toothpaste from community.
Contact Beth Wasson at 607/962-6750 if you’d like to help or learn more.
Thank you! Star, Margo, Evie, Gina

MISSION SPEAKER – Tuesday, September 25th at 7pm
Mark Behle, who has served as a missionary with Global Ministries for over 30 years in Zambia and Lesotho
will visit the New York Conference area in September. We are fortunate that he has agreed to speak in our
church at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, September 25th.
Mark serves with the Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa and works with the church in Maseru as
planning officer. He assists the church with identifying and coordinating projects of the church as well as
working with the Planning Commission in developing policy and terms of reference for church bodies, looking
at church structure and other issues to improve the overall work and function of the denomination. His has
been a joint appointment by the Common Global Ministries Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the United Church of Christ, and the Presbyterian Church.
Please join us to give Mark a warm welcome and to hear about the important work he is doing.
Thanks from your Mission/Outreach Ministry Team:
Star Bright, Gina Burdick, Evie Lewis and Margo Brown.
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Thanks to Margo and John Brown and super cleaner, Russ
for serving a picnic dinner to the Salvation Army
guests on Sunday evening.
We were happy to represent UCC in one of our special missions.

Help Wanted for “Helping Hands” Project
Over the past year, the issue of how we care for one another as a congregation has emerged as a serious concern.
It is clear that sometimes we understand as a church when members need support and prayer. Hospitalizations
are announced, or individuals may ask for help. Meals are organized. Care packages are sent. Visits are made.
Other times, we miss opportunities to demonstrate our care for one another. Individuals stop attending worship,
and we may or may not know why. Or we may be aware of needs, large and small, within our own social
groups, but we don’t share them more widely. Or we might not know how to express our care and concern in
ways that are comfortable for us and others.
In recognition of this gap in our ministry, we would like to undertake a “Helping Hands” project to identify and
respond to the variety of needs among our congregation. Growing in the way we show our care for one another
will strengthen our church. We might also become more attractive to people seeking a church home if we have
well-articulated opportunities to get involved and help one another. If this sounds like a project you would like
to work on, please contact Pam Walker at pamwalker62@gmail.com or 607-769-8255. We will organize a
project team to study, propose, and launch a congregational care program over the next months.
What would the objectives of a “Helping Hands” project be?
Understand the needs we all have from time to time
Identify the needs to which we can all respond as lay people
Formalize a process for supporting and caring for one another in times of need
Develop understanding of how to ask for help
Secure participation across all age groups
Build relationships across social and age groups
Offer doable, meaningful, rewarding ways for individuals to contribute to church life
What could be included?
Rides to church/appointments
Calls to check in when members have been away
Social visits for homebound individuals
Meals during illness/emergencies
Prayers/prayer shawls
Light shopping
Light yard work
Handyman repairs
Tech support
Other “neighborly” activities as determined by project team/congregational needs
What might not be included?
Services typically provided by licensed, skilled professionals, e.g. counseling, nursing
Activities requiring more than an hour or two at a time
Please consider putting your faith in action. Help us put our talents to work in service of our faith and one
another.
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BAKE&MAKE-A-THON IS SEPTEMBER 29 - RAIN OR SHINE!
This is our church's major fundraiser for the year and we hope you will be a
part of it!
This is NOT our usual Flea Market/Rummage Sale! Please do NOT empty out
your basement/attic!! Instead, we will be selling crafts / art / handmade items /
hand-sewn items, baked goods, and garden produce / flowers. *
*(Leftover baked goods will be used for coffee hours. Leftover produce will go
to the Food Pantry. ALL OTHER UNSOLD ITEMS must be removed so the
church is clean for Sunday.)
Here is how you can help:
MAKE THINGS, GROW THINGS AND BAKE THINGS!
Help set up Thursday, Friday and/or Saturday. Staff the tables during the event.
Help clean up Saturday.
Spread the word! Tell your friends! Sign up on the bulletin board at church!
Bring items to church THURSDAY, SEPT. 27 OR FRIDAY, SEPT. 28 BETWEEN 9:00 AND NOON.
Whom should I contact, you ask?
BAKED GOODS:
Sylvia Brown, 962-5759; Jean Reep, 936-0690
ARTS/CRAFTS:
Shirley Michaluk, 962-1243, foxylady1314830@yahoo.com
PRODUCE/FLOWERS:
Judy Graf, 936-4978, judygraf@hotmail.com
Maria Quintal, 962-8018, mquintal@stny.rr.com
VENDORS:
Darlene Scheiber, 329-9191, darleneschieber@gmail.com
TEAM COORDS:
Jan Kostolansky, 962-7726, jjk35@empireaccess.com;
Jennifer Fais, 776-8018 FaisJennifer@gmail.com
NOTES FOR ALL CRAFTERS/ARTISTS: PLEASE put a sticker on each of your products so that unsold items
can be easily identified to be taken home after the sale.
We will ALSO be renting space to outside vendors who will bring their own tables & products to sell. We
collect a $20/space fee from each of them. Church members may also rent tables for $20 to sell their own
products. We strongly encourage ALL VENDORS (including church members) to make an additional donation
to the church from their proceeds since this is our fundraiser.
If the weather is definitely forecast to be good, the Bake & Make-A-Thon will be set up outside. If the weather
is poor, we will set up in the church. Vendors must be prepared to be outside rain or shine.
THANK YOU!!!

HOMEMADE PUMPKIN ROLLS!
NAME: ___________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________________________________________

I am reserving _______ # Pumpkin Rolls @ $12 each.
Place your order by MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24.
PICK UP at the BAKE&MAKE-A-THON
Saturday, September 29 from 9 - 3

The Caller
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Photo Gallery

Blair-Bigler-Perry Concert 2018
Defiance College Choral Union

Float Into Fall
Cowanesque
Lake
August 26, 2018

Big Day for the Madisons!
Jen Madison marries Kevin Shepard
July 28, 2018
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Community Events
Share the Care
Thursday Sept 13, 2018, 8:30am – 5:00pm, CareFirst, Painted Post, NY
This FREE one-day SHARE THE CARE™ training will provide you with the information and tools you need
to manage the caregiving needs of multiple illnesses, disabilities, or difficulties associated with aging. You’ll
receive a copy of the Share The Care handbook, a 98-page training manual with electronic notes, all 23 Share
The Care™ forms, and first-hand advice to guide you through every step in the process of organizing a Share
The Care group and keep it functioning even when times are tough. This knowledge will allow you to offer
information, support and concrete suggestions to new groups just getting started.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/share-the-care-tickets-47556748515

Southern Tier Interfaith Coalition
Invites you to its 2018 Annual Meeting
Sunday, September 16, 3:00 p.m.
Frederick Douglass Memorial A.M.E. Zion
Methodist Church
400 Madison Ave. Elmira NY 14901
Speakers:
Suzanne F. Krull is the Executive Director of the
Cuba Cultural Center, a nonprofit organization that serves struggling and poor families in the So. Tier of New
York. Suzanne is a mother, grandmother and domestic violence survivor who has personal experience with
poverty. She serves on the NY State Coordinating Committee for the Poor People’s Campaign.
Jessica Belgrave is an entrepreneur, mother, mentor and community activist living in Elmira. She formed a
nonprofit called “Mothers Helping Mothers”, creating mentorship programs and advocating for change. The
juggling of motherhood, activism and selflessness is a plight she gladly takes on like a badge of honor. Her
mantra: Time and energy are precious resources to be used wisely.
For further information, Contact:
Zaman Marwat (Chair): Email: sufizaman@yahoo.com | Cell: 607-731-3858
Connie Seifert (Secretary): Email: andrucilla3@gmail.com | Cell: 607-684-6239

Parents With Pride
A Community Support Group for Parents and Guardians of LGBT & Children
Monthly on First Wednesday
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Corning
Please join us! We invite parents and other care-givers to learn from and with each other.
For more information contact corningnow@gmail.com

The Caller
Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the
Calendar/Events tab for the most up-to-date version.
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