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Our mission is to create and nurture a family of Faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Happy 125th Birthday First Congregational
United Church of Christ Corning!
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Recently I have noted a few milestones. In September my
classmates of the 1995 class of Susquehanna University celebrated our
20th reunion. In August graduates of my mother’s class at the Berwick,
PA high school class of 1965 celebrated their 50th reunion. As we
gradually work on Capital Campaign projects, we also note the
54th anniversary of the building. The recognition of milestones are
important pauses in our life, from where we can look back and honor the past as we
move forward using the gifts of the past as well as a to live into the future.
This fall we mark the 125th anniversary of the founding of the church. September
24th, 1890 was the organization of the church. The church was incorporated October
13th, 1890. The first settled pastor, the Rev. Nathan Fuller, preached his first sermon
on December 21, 1890.
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Join us for worship,

Sunday morning, October 18th,
Calendar
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to celebrate the founding of this great congregation,
the history of our mission and ministry, and the vitality of our
congregation as we continue serving this community and the wider
Body of Christ into the future.
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your God in heaven.”
Matthew 5:14-16
15

Blessings,
Pastor Marraine
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday. 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
Fax:
(607)962-4035
E-mail:
ucc-corning@verizon.net
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor:
Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary:
Brenda Passmore

News from Trustees
ROOF PROJECT –Details regarding our roof are in the final stages
and we expect the process to begin in early October.
RUMMAGE SALE - While falling short of our financial goal
because of the inclement weather, indoor nature of the sale, and
fewer big ticket items, we did net a profit of 3,478.05. Those
items not sold were donated to the Northern Tier Children’s Home.
The Trustees are grateful for all those that participated. From
bringing in your treasures, to sorting and pricing, baking wonderful
goodies, to carrying tables outside, to staying all day to assist
buyers and to the clean-up crew – everyone was an important cog
in the wheel of success of this event.
We are very grateful for the work of organizing and seeing to
countless details by our co-chairs, Joyce Nelson and Sylvia Brown.
And to Jim Nelson and Bob Brown for their support in picking up
large items and for overseeing the return of tables from various
organizations. While a lot happens before the sale, still there is a
great deal of effort that goes into cleaning up after the event. A big
thank you for everyone’s help.
.Trustees authorized the net proceeds from the hot dog sales to go
to the youth group for their planned trip to the National Youth
Event in July of 2016 in Florida.
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OTHER ITEMS:
.Trustees moved to accept a new contract with Patricia Edgecomb
for her Minister in Training stipend of $3,000 for the period from
October – May 2016.
.Agreed to accept the proposal from Clearview Tree Co. to remove
the large sugar maple from our back lawn at the rate of $1200.
.Brisco Lounge update – in anticipation of redoing the lounge,
the furniture has been moved to the current Youth Room. We
discussed using the funds from Pauline Lewis’ estate to update the
lounge, which will include painting, new furniture, new window
treatments, and new divider.
.Marraine has offered us her very sturdy picnic table to replace
the current picnic table from our back lawn. In exchange, Marraine
received a donated picnic table & 4 chairs from Dick Perry via
Joyce Killegrew from the 2013 rummage sale – all happening
before the rummage sale opened. We have become our own best
customers when it comes to recycling.

. Trustees had a lengthy discussion following the reading of
Clif Christopher’s book “Not Your Parent’s Offering Plate.”
We concluded our discussion with some motions regarding who
should be privy to church finances. These have been presented
to Advisory for their deliberations and will be shared with the
congregation at an appropriate time during our Stewardship
campaign.
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Capital Campaign Progress
Receipts through September 20 :

$153,874

Expenses paid through July 2015:
Dishwasher
Windows (100%)
Sidewalk replacement
Paint/painting supplies
Painter (windows)
Back entrance door
Architectural fees (2014)

4,350
52,427
10,900
229
1,000
6,960
1,031

Total expenses:

$76,897

Cash on hand that is available for other projects:
$76,977*
(We anticipate the cost of the roof to be about
$60,000)
Thank you to everyone who has either completed their
pledge, is continuing to pay on their pledge, and to
those that have pledged to the 4th year of the capital
campaign. If you forgot to offer a pledge for the 4th
year of the campaign because of the summer break,
pledges will still be acceptable. Pledge cards are in the
Narthex.
As a reminder – the Capital Campaign began on
January 1, 2014 and concludes on December 31, 2017
for those that have made a 4th year pledge. It
concludes on December 2016 for those making a 3
year pledge.

The August statistics at Corning
Community Food Pantry
continue to hold steady.
Individuals look to the pantry
to help counterbalance their
hunger issues. In August they
served 625 households, 828 children,
1348 adults,and155 elderly for a total of 2331
individuals.
Their needs for this month are: canned tuna,
tomato soup, chicken noodle soup, and
Hamburger Helper. They could also use
shampoo and baby food. Please continue to save
clean plastic bags, They are always in need for
packing food items.
A special acknowledgment goes out to all those who
donated fresh produce throughout the summer
months. Two churches, the Emanuel Lutheran and
the First Congregational Church, partnered and
developed a garden that kept us supplied with fresh
carrots, radishes and other vegetables. The fresh
produce afforded many healthy and nutritious
choices for our clients who were delighted.
If you are interested in volunteering at the pantry,
call 607-962-6750 and ask for Beth. They offer
many diverse areas of service, all of which benefit
those who deal with food insecurity.

The sugar maple from the back lawn.

The tree
supervisors
Jim, Bob &
Noel.

Jen and Noel split logs.
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The October Deacon’s Offering–
Neighbors in Need

Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of
the United Church of Christ that supports ministries
of justice and compassion throughout the United
States. One third of NIN funds support the Council
for American Indian ministry (CAIM). Two thirds
of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and
Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct
service projects. Neighbors in Need grants are
awarded to churches and organizations doing justice
work in their communities. These grants fund
projects whose work ranges from direct service to
community organizing and advocacy to address
systemic injustice. Funding is provided through
donations to the Neighbors in Need offering.

Pastor Marraine’s Schedule
Monday: Study day and
worship prep
Tuesday-Thursday:
Office time, Meeting time,
(appointments appreciated)
Friday – Saturday: Days off unless
there is a church event
Sunday: Worship, Youth Group,

Pastor Marraine
will be away.
1)Pastor Marraine was invited
to preach at the celebration of
the 10th anniversary of
ordination for Rev. Heather Moody, pastor of First
Congregational United Church of Christ
Poughkeepsie on October 11th. Rev. Gary
McCaslin will be the supply pastor for the morning.
2) Pastor Marraine will be on vacation
October 29 - November 4. Rev. Jennifer Long will
lead worship on Sunday, November 1st.

An Update From the Treasurer
Since Margo Brown
handed over the reins at
the end of June, Assistant
Treasurer, Pam Walker,
and I have learned a great
deal. And as we have
begun transitioning the
financial record keeping
from the current paper ledger system to a computerized system, we have learned a great deal more. As a
result, we have established some new protocols to
help our shared job and dual system run more
smoothly.
First, it works best for us to keep the church financial
records in the church office, both in hard copy and
on the computer. The computer files are in three
places: on the office computer, on a back-up hard
drive, and on a portable flash drive. Only Pam
Walker, Pastor Marraine and I have access to these
files. Pam Schmitt maintains the Chief Collector
pledging files separately. No records are on the web;
thus, our files cannot be "hacked." Our financial
records are safe.
Secondly, we have asked boards and committees to
fill out our "blue form" which shows who is making
the request for an expenditure and what budget line
item is affected. Thank you to everyone for using the
new system. It makes bill paying very easy with few
follow-up calls needed.
Thirdly, Pam and I have smaller windows of time to
devote to church financial matters. Pam is paying
bills on Sunday evenings. Thus, a week may pass
before a bill/reimbursement request is paid. Thank
you for submitting these bills/requests as soon as you
can so there is no rush ahead of the bill's due date.
One final note: I am striving to create reports as
close to the current formats as possible so that
previous reports can be easily compared to the new,
computer-generated ones. Again, thank you to
everyone for your patience and helpful input.
Jennifer Fais
Church Treasurer
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Pastors and Laity from the EKHN Visit Corning
UCC NY and the EKHN in Germany are ecumenical partners.
Pastors and laity from the EKHN frequently visit for UCC NY
Annual meetings. Last summer, a group of German youth came
to New York for two weeks. There are also from time to time
trips with the UCC NY to Germany to experience German
worship. In the past five years we have had two guest preachers
from the EKHN who were doing internships in NY churches,
Marcus Krieger and Anneke Peerebom. This ecumenical partnership fortifies our connections with the wider Body of Christ.
Thanks to the New York Conference of the United Church of
Christ, Commission on Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, a
small group of German pastors and laity from the EKHN visited Corning September 25th -27th. Their visit
included a pot luck dinner with church members, a visit to Corning Museum of Glass, wine tasting at Dr.
Frank’s, and participation in worship on Sunday, the 17th. Thank you all for your hospitality. A special thank
you to Noel Sylvester, Jennifer Fais, Maria Quintal, and the McGrew family for hosting our guests for the
weekend.
A visit to Dr. Frank’s Winery.

A Church of Animal Lovers
One of the biggest challenges in finding host families for our German guests was to find
houses without pets for those with allergies. We are most definitely a church of animal
lovers. In recent decades there has been a renewed interest in St. Francis of Assisi who is
the patron saint of animals. Often churches hold services of blessing of the animals on
October 4th. Pause for a moment on October 4th to pray for the animals who are important
parts of so many of our church families.

All Saints Sunday Observance - Sunday, November 1st
On November 1st we will remember church members and friends who have passed away over the past year.
The service includes a time of reflection as we light candles and view photos of these friends so close to our
hearts.
If you would like someone to be honored during this service, please complete the following information and
return it to the office. You can also email a photo to uccpastorcorning@gmail.com or drop off a photo at the
office and we will make a copy and return the original to you.
Thank you, Board of Deacons

All Saints Sunday Observance Form
Your name:

_______________________________________________________

Name of person remembered: __________________________________________
Birthdate: ______________________

Date of Death: _______________
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From the Mailbag....
Dear Congregation,
Sunday was a lovely day and I want to thank everyone who
had a part in the planning as well as all of you who had
such kind words to say. It has been a pleasure being the
custodian of your gifts for the past 22 years. It was a
responsibility I took very seriously; but the fun was
working with so many of you. We had a good time with
many laughs along the way. I also appreciate the money
gifts which will be going to three of the organizations I’ve
been closely involved with for many years. John and I feel
very fortunate to be a part of such a generous and caring
church. Rest assured that the finances are in good hands
with Pam and Jennifer.
Thank you again,
Margo

Dear Congregation of UCC,
We visit the Finger Lakes every September and
we just love your town of Corning. Your yard
and bake sale is at the top of our list on Saturday
morning. We always get baked goods to enjoy
while watching tennis in our motel room in the
evening. This year we also purchased fresh
garlic and currant jelly and my husband was on
a book and record album buying spree. Your
church is beautiful and everyone is so very
friendly. We always feel welcome. We will see
you next September.
In Christian Love, Skip & Karen
Carlisle, PA

Thank you everyone for making our September 12, 2015
Flea & Farmer’s Market a success.
A special thank you to Art Hofstetter and to The Brass Works for their great entertainment
during the sale.
Our net profit to date is $3,478.05. The net profit from hot dog sales which was $55.18 went to our Church
Youth Group to be used for their trip to the UCC National Youth Event. The items that did not sell were given
to two groups to help fund good works . The stuffed animals were given to an individual in Alfred, New York,
who sells stuffed animals for a free will offering and all the proceeds from his sales go to the animal hospital
for assistance to animals that need surgery and their owners cannot afford the cost. All the other items not sold
were given to the Northern Tier Children’s Home in Pennsylvania to help restock their store where all the
proceeds from sales are used for operation of the facility.
With many thanks and much appreciation for everyone’s assistance in our Church fundraiser.
Sylvia Brown and Joyce Nelson, Co-Chairs

Thank you to Ruth and Don Keck
for the fichus tree they donated
to our church.
Sadly they will be leaving the Corning area
soon, but the tree will remind us of their
many years of involvement in our
congregation and their generosity of spirit.
We will keep them in our thoughts as they
head back to Florida.

October
Birthdays

2nd
5th
5th
7th
8th
12th
12th
14th
17th
17th
20th

Bev Sokira
Sam Mertus
Sophia McMaster
Lois Katt
Abigail Kohnke
Adriana Harnas
Sue Milazzo
Khris Denison
Jonathan Brown
David N. Ricotta
Graham Simons
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THE DECISION TO FORM
A CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
After a number of attempts to organize churches of various denominations had proven unsuccessful, the
Reverend Ethan Curtiss, State Secretary of the Home Missionary of the Congregational Church, was invited
to Corning to explain the purpose, organization and beliefs of the Congregational Church.
Mr. Curtiss spoke several weeks, advising that each Congregational Church was an independent body and had
the exclusive power to choose its officers, to elect its pastor, to admit and exclude members, and to regulate the
details of its own worship. The church should have its own constitution and people would be welcomed into
membership by Confession of Faith.
Mr. Curtiss’ first address on Sunday, September 9, 1890, met with immediate response and at the evening
service, a committee of five was chosen to consider the organization of a Congregational Church.
The church was organized September 24, 1890 with 34 members.
The church was incorporated on October 13, 1890 as the First Congregational Church of Corning,
New York.
An invitation to visit our church was extended to Reverend Nathan E. Fuller of Java, New York. Our church
people liked him so much that before he left Corning to return home, he was asked to be the first pastor of the
church.
2015 marks the 125th Anniversary of our church.

Crop Walk – October 25th
Sunday, October 25th our church is the base for the Corning Area CROP
walk. If you are interested in walking, please sign up at
www.crophungerwalk.org/corningny or contact Pastor Marraine for a pledge
form. All walkers must have a pledge form even if your pledges are all
collected online.
The walk route will follow the same route as it did last
year. We begin from this church, walk east on Pulteney St, south on Bridge St, and East on West
William to Museum Way. The route is roughly three miles. You are welcome to walk the route
twice to follow the CROP tradition of six miles which is the average distance someone in the two thirds world
walks for water daily.
This year CROP Hunger Walks will share almost $3 million with food banks, pantries, community gardens and
other local efforts across the U.S. This support is made possible when local CROP Hunger Walks choose the
unique option of returning to 25 percent of what their Walk raises to hunger-fighting programs in their own
community.

Please support this important ministry through
walking, pledging, or volunteering.
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Photo Gallery
Our “Thank You Margo” Reception after church on September 20th!

Margo’s
gift!

John & Margo

Guests from EKHN in
Germany visit us in
Corning and join us for
worship on September 27.

A leap of
faith!
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Church Events
Three Opportunities to Hear About
Pastor Marraine’s Pilgrimage
Camino in Worship

Join us for worship, Sunday October 4th for World Communion
Sunday. Pastor Marraine will be sharing prayers and reflections
she gathered from her trip, the communion set she purchased
during her trip, a reflection activity, pictures, and a gift for
everyone in attendance to have for their own continued journeys.

Women’s Fellowship
Join the women of the church and Pastor Marraine
for a gathering Wednesday, October 14th at
11:30am. Pastor Marraine will share stories and
pictures from her pilgrimage on the Camino
towards Santiago de Compostela, Spain. The
content for Women’s Fellowship and the following
event on October 21st will be very similar.

A Camino Evening

Join Pastor Marraine, Wednesday, October 21st, 7-8pm. She will share stories and pictures from her
pilgrimage. The evening begins with an optional pot luck at 6pm. We will close with a short prayer.
(This is a representative for possible Wonderful Wednesdays activities and programs)

Wonderful Wednesdays
A couple of years ago, we made an effort to
schedule most of our church meetings on
Tuesday nights for several reasons. First,
the consistency for both the church and
your pastor helps the rhythm of the life in
the church. Second, it freed up other
evenings for possible educational and
fellowship opportunities. Since then, most of this type of programming has been held on Wednesday evenings.

A time to recharge your spirit

We would like to step it up a little to encourage deeper connections in the life of the church ~
to offer possibilities of adult faith formation,
to provide another way for visitors to get to know our church,
and to encourage additional fellowship.
We will begin the evening with an optional pot luck from 6-7pm. Our program will be from 7-8pm.
For those interested we will close the evening with a short time of prayer or reflection in the sanctuary.
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Pastor Marraine will be at
Soulful Cup in Corning for

Community Office Hours
Tuesday, October 20th, 9-11am &
Wednesday, October 21st, 3-5pm
Come by to visit. Stop in for a warm drink.
Bring a friend or colleague to meet her.

First Congregational United
Church of Christ
Anniversary
Worship Service
October 18, 2015

Community Events

Corning Area Aging in Place
Thursday, October 15, 2015, 10a.m.
Dr. Michael Cilip, Local Internist
Back by popular demand, Dr. Cilip will engage
us in conversation about technology, medicine
and other topics of his choosing.

Inspired at CCC arrives for 2015.
This series of programs is designed to
revive, renew and refresh the middle of
your week with programs that entertain,
enrich, educate and inspire. It is held on
Wednesdays at 3:30-4:30 in the Hanley
Room (library program space) Program is
free, open to the public, and co-sponsored
by the CCC Student Association.
Refreshments will be provided.
For detailed program information, please
check their website at
https://www.corning-cc.edu/inspired.

SERVU Credit Union
Shredding Event
Saturday, Oct. 17th,
9am-noon
Administration Building
9823 Science Center Drive,
Painted Post
Don’t miss this opportunity to dispose of confidential
data in a secure manner.
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October Calendar
SUN

MON TUE

WED THU FRI
1

2

SAT
3

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

4

5

10:00am Worship &
Communion

6
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7

9

10

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Deacon’s Mtg.
7:00pm

4:00 Ev. Spir. Group
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

11

8

7:00pm AA

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

12

10:00am Worship

13

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Trustee’s Mtg.
7:00pm

14
Women’s Fellowship
11:30 am

15

7:00pm AA

16

Aging in Place
10:00 am

17

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks
6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

18

19

10:00am Worship

Anniversary Sunday

20
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks
Nami 7:00pm

25
10:00am Worship
1:00 pm CROP Walk

26

Community Office
Hours
at Soulful Cup
9-11am

Community Office
Hours
at Soulful Cup
3-5pm

Christian Ed. Mtg.
7pm

A Camino Evening
7pm, potluck at 6pm

27
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

21

28

22

23

24

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

29

7:00pm AA

30
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Advisory Mtg.
7pm

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks
Caller
article

7:00pm AA

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

31
7:00pm AA
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