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Church work can be a bit like sailing at times. There is an art to sailing that
takes a lot of practice. It takes some trial and error. Sometimes you get a little
wet. Sometimes the wind blows a little too strongly. Sometimes there is no
wind at all. Certainly there are well experienced sailors, even professional
ones, whose relationship with the elements allows them to navigate
intuitively. Even with all of that experience they continue to learn about
rhythms of the water and wind. For any excursion, the sails must be adjusted
according to the conditions at that particular moment. A number of years ago
out on Casco Bay sailing with a family friend, he talked about finding the sweet
spot in sailing when the wind, the waves, the water, and the boat were all
working together seamlessly. He spoke of how much work he put into helping
to make those moments happen.
Indeed serving a church as a pastor, or a lay leader, or simply participating in
worship or activities is a bit like sailing. We navigate the waters of faith
together in this boat we call our church. We depend on each other to take
responsibility for the tasks we have chosen. We pay attention to the forces
outside our boat that effect the sailing directions. We adjust as we need to
depending on the elements we encounter. Praise be to God, all of the energy
we put into the sailing of our vessel helps it to run as smoothly as possible to
find that sweet spot even in the mist of wind and waves.

Blessings, Pastor Marraine
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“The Caller” is published by the
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Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
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In keeping with our Stewardship Campaign for 2017, a second
letter is in the mail from the Trustees. The letter touches on how
important your giving is to the success of First Congregational,
UCC and its mission and ministries. It is your generosity that
allows us to “Go and do the same”.
A Pledge Card is enclosed in that mailing for your use in
indicating your planned giving for support to our church – its
operational needs and its local and wider missions and
ministries. When you have made your personal commitment
decision, you are welcome to mail your pledge card to the
church office; OR – better yet – bring it with you to worship on
Sunday, November 13, when we will dedicate those promises
and celebrate Commitment Sunday. And please plan to remain
after the service for lunch!
A tentative budget for 2017 is also enclosed in your mailing.
Because of the timing of our campaign, many budget items were
not available for inclusion. Members were requesting a budget to
help them in their pledging decisions; therefore, what you will
note is a budget that is very similar to the one for 2016. As
committee requests come in for salaries and program changes
and pledge totals are known, the trustees will update that budget
for presentation and discussion at a budget meeting to be held
after church on Sunday, December 4. It is probably safe to say
that our total budget needs will not decrease for next year.

Intro. to the Bible

Nov. 2, 9, 16

All Saints Sunday

November 6

Ministry Workshop

November 6

Women’s Fellowship

November 9

Commitment Sunday

November 13

Don’t forget to join us on November 13 to celebrate our
promised gifts and on December 4 to cogitate on how to best
use them.

Hanging of the Greens

December 2

Trustees Finance Committee

Budget Discussion

December 4

Annual Meeting

January 17

Office Hours:
The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month.

Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Available for appointments and visits.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634
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The November Deacon’s Offering–
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

Women’s Fellowship ~

The Pastor’s discretionary fund is used for
emergency funding for church members and
friends who are experiencing challenges.

Please bring your donations of
hats, scarves, mittens, & gloves to
church for the Women’s
Fellowship collection, which will
be donated to the Salvation Army,
Winfield Street School, and Severn Elementary.

Many needs in the community are covered by
assistance organizations the congregation supports
such as the Food Pantry and Salvation Army.
However, there are quite a few that aren’t. The
fund is sporadically replenished by money from the
deacon’s endowment.

The Salvation Army ~

Examples of requests are gas money for a medical
appointment, money for groceries to supplement
food pantry offerings, money for the Laundromat,
bus fare, small birthday or Christmas presents for
children, emergency housing, and much more.
Typically, the grants are less than $20, but
instances arise when more is needed.

Donations of new or gently used winter coats can
be brought to the Salvation Army for their clothing
room to distribute to local families - all sizes for
children and adults.
They are located at 32 Denison Parkway East,
Corning, and their hours are Mon- Fri., 8:30 a.m. to
noon, 1:30p.m. to 4:30 p.m. You can leave your
coats inside the back door, or if you’d like a receipt,
you can get one from their front office.

Need a name tag?
The office is about to send in an order,
so if you’d like one, be sure to let
Brenda know!

Community Office Hours
Pastor Marraine will be at Soulful Cup
Tuesday, November 15th, 9-11am
Wednesday, November 16th, 3-5pm
Come by for a warm drink
and a visit.
Bring a friend or colleague
to meet her!

Your support of this fund assists UCC Corning
in helping with emergency needs.

Women's Fellowship Meeting,
Wednesday, November 9th at 11:30 AM.
Bring a bag lunch. We will make plans for our
Nov. 13th Coffee Hour and begin collecting hats,
mittens & gloves for the Salvation Army, Winfield
and Severn Elementary Schools on November 6th.
All women are welcome to join us!
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Church Governance Study
Advisory has considered
the feedback from the
meeting on September
25, and has revised our
process to incorporate
what we heard. People
seemed to be most
excited about the idea of
a Ministry Plan, so that’s
where we will start. Sunday November 6, we
will hold an interactive workshop to collect
ideas and create a Ministry Plan. We plan to
explain the process and ask participants to write
their critical church activities down so that
everything we do now is considered. The list
will be separated into groups and posted in
Fellowship Hall/Brisco Lounge during November
and December. People are invited to add to the
list during that time. In early January the
information will be collected and put into a draft
Ministry Plan for approval at the January 17,
2017 Annual Meeting.

Equal Exchange Sale –
Nov 20 – Dec 4
This congregation supports fair wages to people
across the globe by purchasing fair trade coffee for
coffee hour and other church events.
This year we are combining our mission for fair trade
with a youth group fundraiser. The youth are raising
the last bit of money to cover their expenses for the
UCC National Youth Event they attended in Florida
in July 2016. During coffee hour in late November
and early December, youth will be available with a
catalog of fair trade items – everything from coffee,
to chocolate, to jewelry, to pottery.
If you order from a youth directly, the group will get
40% of the profits. There is also an option to order
online and the items can be shipped directly to a
recipient. In that case the profit is 25%.
http://fundraiser.equalexchange.coop/

Christian Education
Introduction to the Bible for Adults
This fall our two older Sunday School classes are studying basics of the Bible. Their classes will culminate in
the awarding of Bibles during worship on November 20th and include a Bible Trivia session with the kids
facing off against the adults that day during coffee hour.
To prepare the adults for the trivia session,
Pastor Marraine is offering a morning and
an evening session:

Three Wednesdays ~
November 2, 9, and 16.
You may chose either the morning session
at 9am or the evening session at 7pm
depending on your schedule.
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From the Mailbag....
First Congregational UCC,
Thank you for your generous support of Corning Meals
on Wheels with your contribution of $225.
This organization delivers over 52,000 meals a year 5
days a week less six holidays. Also on Friday an
additional package goes to many homes to provide
meals on Saturday and Sunday.
Society wins when elderly and infirm
can remain in their homes,
as well as the individual.
John T. Brown
Dear Women’s Fellowship,
Thank you for the wonderful care package!!! It came at
just the right time. I’ve been very busy, but it’s been a
great semester so far. I’ve been working on my senior
thesis and running cross country! I can’t wait to see all
of you at Thanksgiving. I have many stories to tell
about my adventures in France this past summer. I
hope everyone is doing well. Thank you again. It
means so much to me to be part of such a loving
church.
Love, Laura Cooper

1st Hannah Farwell
2nd Judy Garrett
Laura Nelson
3rd Paul Schmitt
6th Nicolette Barber
8th Janet Dillenbeck
8th Dick Perry
12th Shirley Michaluk

15th
17th
24th
25th
26th
28th

Ken Watson
Alex Bennitt
Evie Lewis
Betty Bissmeyer
Beth Wuench
Jeff DeMeritt

Dear Friends,
The Salvation Army in Corning is certifying that
we received your donation of $50 from your
September 2016: Deacons Fund Contribution to
keep Doing the Most Good.
We want to thank you for the donation and we
appreciate your care and generosity to The
Salvation Army and the community of Corning
and Steuben County. We are praying for many
blessings for you and your family.
God bless you!
Sincerely,
Captain Wanda Rivera
Corps Officer, The Salvation Army Corning Corps
Thank you to
Women’s Fellowship
from Mike Walker!

Rather than send your
Christmas cards to each
church family on your
Christmas card list, why not
bring (or send) your
Christmas card to church?
We will create a festive
display of all the Christmas
cards we receive. Then we
all get to enjoy them!
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Photo Gallery

A beautiful fall day at
First Congregational UCC

Noel trims the boiler room fire
door...he is now an expert if
you ever need doors trimmed!

The 2016 CROP Walkers!
Thank you to all those who walked to fight hunger in our community and around the world!
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Church Events
All Saints Sunday Observance Sunday, November 6th
On November 6th we will remember church members and friends
who have passed away over the past year. The service includes a time
of reflection as we light candles and view photos of friends so close to
our hearts. Please plan to join us.

Ministry
Planning
Workshop
Sunday,
November 6th

Commitment
Sunday
November 13th

Community Events
Election Eve Community Prayer
Monday, Nov. 7th, 6:15-6:45pm
Salvation Army, 32 Denison Parkway East, Corning
Praying for peace and unity
for our nation and integrity in
our election process. Led by
Rev. Jeff Ugoretz, Pastor of
First Presbyterian Church,
Corning.

Aging in Place
Thursday, November 17, 2016
Dan McRae, Director of Steuben
Veteran’s Service Agency
Many of us have become aware that
we might be eligible for veteran’s
benefits but do not know what we may
be entitled to. Dan will provide an
informative talk about those benefits
and what we need to do to apply.

Homestead for the Holidays 2016
GINGERBREAD HOUSE BUILDING WORKSHOP
Sunday, November 27th, 1-4pm
Watson Homestead Conference & Retreat Center, 9620 Dry Run Rd., Painted Post
Materials will be provided: gingerbread – icing – candy and a box to carry your house home.
Bring your Christmas Spirit, Joy & Creative Inner Elf to make the day fun and memorable
while building a delicious gift for yourself and loved ones. Additional activities include
ornament creating and decorating traditional sugar cookies. The cost is $35 per gingerbread
house. Up to 4 people can successfully share the decoration process. Larger families or
groups may wish to order additional houses. Please contact Watson Homestead to register.
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5
7:00pm AA

Bible Study
9am/7pm

Deacon’s Mtg.
7:00pm

6
10:00am Worship &
Communion
All Saints Sunday
Ministry Workshop
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

13
10:00am Worship
Commitment Sunday

7

8

Nami 7:00pm

14

21

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

22

Women’s Fellowship
11:30 am

16

Bible Study
9am/7pm

23

Nami 7:00pm

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

11

12

29

30

7:00pm AA

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

17

18

19
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Aging in Place
9am- noon

7:00pm AA

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

24

25

26
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Advisory Mtg.
7:00pm

28

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Community
Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
3-5pm

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

27

Community
Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
9-11am
Pastoral Relations Mtg.
7:00pm

10:00am Worship

10:00am Worship

Trustee’s Mtg.
7:00pm

15

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

10

Bible Study
9am/7pm

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

20

9

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

7:00pm AA
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