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Our mission is to create and nurture a family of Faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Prayers for Things Purple ~
Gentle God, I give you thanks for all things purple –
for sunsets and thunderstorm August nights,
for lupine like freedom blowing above blue ocean,
for scent of lilac, and the transience of violet,
and the exotic luxury of orchid,
for advent candles that burn waiting and hope,
for a beautiful dress of childhood
and a postcard from a friend,
for one amethyst earring,
an eggplant and plum,
grandmother’s faded lavender apron
and satin ribbon tied around a small gift,
for the common cup of wine like blood
and the purple taste of holiness in tiny glasses,
for the color of beauty when I have recognized beauty in myself.
Gentle God, I pray in intercession for all things purple –
for welt marks on a battered woman’s face and shoulders,
for the smudge under sleepless eyes,
for wine spilled across spoiled pages of life,
for the lonely childhood of migrant workers with grapes in their hands,
for stiff flowers on a sympathy card
and needle bruises on an old woman’s arms,
for a bridesmaid dress that will never be worn,
and a half-finished diary, and the crumpled metal of a bicycle,
for the cloak they put on to mock a man with a crown of thorns,
and vinegar on a sponge
and twilight by a borrowed tomb,
for the color of pain when I see myself
and the color of healing when I do not look away.
All these “purple goods” woven into the fabric of my life
I lay before you in tender gratitude and urgent hope,
and ask that you clothe me in the garment of grace. Amen.
Maren Tirabassi
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday. 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
Fax:
(607)962-4035
E-mail:
ucc-corning@verizon.net
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor:
Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary:
Brenda Passmore

Dates
toissue:
Remember:
Inside this
Make-Ahead Meals Group

May 5

Women’s Fellowship

May 11

“Selma” Movie Discussion

May 11

Pentecost Sunday

May 15

Advisory Update

May 15

“Spotlight” Movie Discussion May 18
Blair- Bigler Concert

May 22

Scholarship App. Deadline

June 3

The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month.

Invest in the Vision
The Strengthen the Church Offering
Pentecost Sunday, May 15th
Strengthen the Church (STC) is a special mission
offering to reimagine and build the future of the UCC.
Shared at the conference and national levels, STC largely
supports youth ministries and full-time leaders for new
churches in parts of the country where the UCC voice has
not been heard.
As God calls our congregations to be the "church" in new
ways, your generosity will plant new churches, awaken new
ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in
our youth and young adults. STC funds will also be used
to award grants to help congregations communicate the
"God is still speaking," message.
We will receive the STC offering
on Pentecost Sunday, May 15, 2016.

Office Hours:
Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Available for appointments and visits.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Accessible by cell phone at 607-368-6131. Please avoid calling
before 9am or after 9pm unless it is an emergency.
(No home phone – there is a phone number in the local phone
book and on whitepages.com that is still listed from a cable
package in 2010, but has never been connected.)
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Community Office Hours
Pastor Marraine will be at Soulful Cup
Tuesday, May 17th, 9-11a.m. and
Wednesday, May 25th, 3-5pm.

Sunday, May 15th
Wear red to celebrate the church’s birthday.
Join us after worship for our annual group photo.
Come by for a warm drink and a visit.
Bring a friend or colleague to meet her!

Scholarship Committee

Graduation News
Is anyone in your family graduating
this year? Would you like to have it
honored in “The Caller”? Please
inform the office of who, with what,
and from where so we can share the
good news!

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED.
There are many opportunities to volunteer on
Sunday mornings. Sign up on the calendar in the
Fellowship Hall. Help offer a friendly greeting, host
coffee hour, or “float” for Sunday School. Thanks.
Currently we have a shortage
of greeters. If you are willing
to arrive for church a little
early to greet our members
and visitors as they arrive for
worship, please sign up in the
Fellowship Hall.

Are you a participant in the
church family and beginning
or continuing your higher
education at an accredited
institution? The Ruth Ann
Hooey and Ruth Burritt
Scholarship applications are
available to you if you pursue
study at a two- or four-year
college, technical school,
business or nursing school,
pursue graduate work or undertake retraining
activities.
You can find details of the scholarships along
with the applications in the narthex as well as in
the church office.
To apply, your applications must be addressed
to the Scholarship Committee and
received in the church office by
Sat., June 3, 2016.
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Dear Church Family,
The start of May concludes my supervised
ministry experience as Minister in Training
(MiT), an integral part of my seminary program.
I logged over 400 hours of service between
September and May. While the MiT handbook
has pages of objectives, the apostle Paul
expressed the general purpose of supervised
ministry:
“ To equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ,
until all of us come to the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to maturity, to the measure of the full stature
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12-13).
To that end, I feel much better equipped to
accept a call to pastoral ministry after graduation
than I did last September. This is due in part to
your involvement and encouragement. I am
deeply grateful of how lovingly you befriended
me, challenged me, and corrected me.
I also met weekly with Pastor Marraine and
monthly with my Teaching Committee of three
church members and two community members. I
also met online weekly with my class of eight
other Ministers in Training with our two
professors, which included lots of homework.
Some highlights of my supervised ministry
include youth group fundraisers, writing the
Christmas pageant, hosting Make-Ahead Meals
cooking group, doing pastoral visits and
recreation programs at Brookdale Assisted Living
Facility, and researching recent history of the
church.
I continue my part-time position as Faith
Formation Coordinator. This allows me to
continue to experience what I enjoyed most about
my supervised ministry—YOU.
In faith,
Patricia Kapusta

Update and Conversation with
Advisory on Leadership and
Governance
May 15th, after worship
Please mark your calendars and join the Advisory
Board after worship on Sunday May 15 for a
presentation about their ongoing work on the church
governance structure.
Over the last three years Advisory and other groups
have done considerable work on how to make the
governance of our church more efficient, effective,
and sustainable. Recently we have reviewed other
examples of church governance structures in the
United Church of Christ. The presentation will
include aspects of those as well as conversation
about next steps.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
(as of March 31, 2016)
ORIGINAL PLEDGED AMOUNT:
PLEDGED AMOUNT FOR 4TH YR.
TOTAL PLEDGED AMOUNT:

170,274.00
75,070.00
245,344.00

PLEDGES REC. THROUGH MARCH:

195,134.00

TOTAL EXPENSES PAID:

130,266.93

AMOUNT CURRENTLY
AVAILABLE FOR PROJECTS:

64,867.07

OUTSTANDING PLEDGES

50,210.00

Trustees have indicated that at this point in time
projects to be addressed next are:
Brisco Lounge and the parking lot.
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From the Mailbag....
Dear Church Friends and Women’s Fellowship:
This note is long overdue! Women’s Fellowship for a
great assortment of cookies.
To the friends of church and fellowship for their notes
and prayers, to know you are all thinking of me.
Love and blessing for each one of you.
Betty Carpenter
I first came to the First Congregational Church at the
age of 15.
The Watsons visit John and Francie Nelson in
Florida.

Hi!
Thank you for sending your newsletter to Grace Russell, my mother. She receives much love from members
of your congregation. She has reached a stage of her life where sustained reading is difficult. Therefore,
individual notes and/or cards would best serve her needs.
She is residing with my husband and myself at 120 W. Drake St., Boliver, MO 65613.
May you be blessed with the love of Jesus Christ!
Louise Meadows

May Birthdays
3rd
4th
11th
13th
13th
14th
15th
16th
20th

Nathaniel Jennings
Dave Lambert
Kaley Bennitt
Shauna Schieber
Mira Simons
Nadine Kohnke
Sue Roll
Matt Farwell
Margo Brown

20th
22nd
24th
26th
27th
27th
28th
29th

Bob Cooper
Clara (Star) Bright
Jan Kostolansky
John Brown
Bonnie Grinnell
Michael Bratti
Jill Palmer
Ed Reif
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Church Events
Make-Ahead Meals
In celebration of Cinco de Mayo, the Make-Ahead Meals Cooking Group will prepare
your choice of several varieties of enchiladas and snack on guacamole while we cook.

Thursday, May 5, at 10:30 a.m.
Bring an 8 x 8 or larger baking dish, preferably glass. Gluten-free and vegan options will be available.
If you haven’t attended before, please contact Patricia Kapusta at 279-6849 to make your reservation.

Women's Fellowship Meeting, Wed., May 11th at 11:30 AM.

It is a dish-to-pass lunch. Maria Quintal and John Carozza will speak to us and share photos
about their trip to Antarctica. All women of the church are welcome.

Selma Discussion – May 11th 3pm
A 2014 historical drama about Martin Luther King’s
leadership of the March on Selma, Alabama in 1965.
The national office of the United Church of Christ wrote
a discussion guide for churches to watch the movie
together. It is a perfect complement to current discussions
on race. The Spring meeting of the Susquehanna
Association featured a presentation of Sacred Conversations
on Race. Gina Burdick, Jennifer Long, John Sands,
and Pastor Marraine were in attendance.
Join us to watch the movie together and then for the discussion. If you have already watched the movie,
feel free to join us at the two hour mark to join the conversation.

Spotlight Discussion – May 18th at 3:00pm & 6:30pm
“Spotlight” won the award for Best Picture at the 2016
Oscars. It is the story of the Boston Globe Spotlight team
who investigated sexual abuse in the Boston area which
unleashed worldwide investigations into abuse in Catholic –
and other churches. The national offices of the United
Church of Christ wrote a companion discussion guide for
churches to watch the movie together. In the life of our
church and the community it is an extremely relevant
conversation on how to make our churches safe spaces in
the midst of our radical hospitality.
Join us to watch the movie together and then for the discussion.
If you have already watched the movie, feel free to join us at the two hour mark to join the conversation.
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Photo Gallery
The
Spaghetti Dinner
on April 9th!

The Make-Ahead Meals Group preparing cottage pie.
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Community Events
STEPS WALK
WHAT: A one-mile walk to increase awareness about poverty in Steuben
County and to raise funds for Catholic Charities' Turning Point programs,
providing "Help that Works… Hope that Lasts…"
WHERE: Occurring at three separate locations-choose one that works best for you!
Corning: Centerway Square
Bath: Pulteney Square
Hornell: Center Street Parking Lot
WHEN:
Saturday, May 7th in Hornell
Saturday, May 14th in Bath
Saturday, May 21st in Corning
SCHEDULE: On-site Registration and Entertainment: 9 - 9:45 a.m.
Opening Remarks: 9:45 - 10:00 a.m., Walk: 10:00 a.m.

Muds & Suds
Saturday, May 7, 2016, 10am- 2pm
A Family-Fun Day for children ages 5 to 12. This is a child
friendly, age appropriate, non-competitive event to bring
children together for some of their favorite Spring things:
Being Active, Being Outside and Getting Dirty!
The Getting Dirty Obstacle Course is designed to give children over and under fun - wet,
dry, slippery and some parts filled with mud! Other challenges will include soap suds,
bubbles, slippy slide and athletic whimsies. Parents will be responsible for the getting clean part, so bring
towels and a set of clean clothes, plus swim suits for the whole family to enjoy our heated swimming pool
afterward. The fabulous fun kicks off with the first wave of 25 starting at 10 a.m. Additional waves will
follow every ten minutes as needed.
All participants receive a t-shirt, participation ribbon and a picnic lunch: hamburger or hotdog, chips,
watermelon, cookie & drink. Spectators are welcome and additional lunch tickets can be purchased for $5 with
child's registration. Cost is $20 per child prior to May 1st and $25 after May 1st. To register or for more
information, contact Watson Homestead at 607-962-0541 or whomestead@stny.rr.com. For directions, go to
our website at www.watsonhomestead.com.

Aging in Place
Thursday, May 19th, 10am
Join us here at First Congregational UCC for an enlightening
conversation with Nancy Williamson, CEO of ServU Credit
Union, who is back by popular demand with her grab bag of
financial tips. She will discuss the new chip debit/credit card,
how to use them and what they protect. She’ll also discuss
financial fraud. All are welcome.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
1

2

3

Deacon’s Mtg.
7:00pm

9

10

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

22

16

17
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

10:00am Worship

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

12

Movie
3pm

23

18

24
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Aging in Place
9am- noon

25

14

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

21

7:00pm AA

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

26

27

Community
Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
3-5pm

31
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA

20

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

30

7

7:00pm AA

13

19

Movie
3pm & 6:30pm

Nami 7:00pm

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

Community
Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
9-11am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

29

Women’s Fellowship
11:30 am

Advisory Mtg.
7:00pm

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings

10:00am Worship
3pm Blair Bigler Concert

11

Trustee’s Mtg.
7:00pm

10:00am Worship
Pentecost Sunday
Invest in the Vision
Advisory Update

6

Sat

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

10:00am Worship
Christian Ed. Meeting

15

5
Make Ahead
Meals 10am

4pm Ev Spir. Group
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

8

4

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

10:00am Worship &
Communion

Fri

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

28

7:00pm AA
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