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March 2018

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
Pastor Marraine’s Musing.......
A meditation on Lent From Whistling in the Dark: A Doubter’s Dictionary
by Frederick Buechner.

Our mission is to create
and nurture a family of
faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

In many cultures there is an ancient custom of giving a tenth of each year’s
income to some holy use. For Christians, to observe forty days of Lent is to
do the same thing with roughly a tenth of each year’s days. After being
baptized by John in the river Jordan, Jesus went off alone into the wilderness
where he spent forty days asking himself the question what it meant to be
Jesus. During Lent, Christians are supposed to ask one way or another what
it meant to be themselves.
If you had to bet everything you have on whether there is a God or
whether there isn’t, which side would get your money and why?
When you look at your face in the mirror, what do you see in it that
you most like and what do you see in it that you most deplore?
If you had only one last message to leave to the
handful of people who are most important to you,
what would it be in twenty-five words or less?
Of all the things you have done in your life,
which is the one you would most like to undo?
Which is the one that make you happiest to remember?
Is there any person in the world, or any cause, that if circumstances
called for it, you would be willing to die for?
If this were the last day of your life, what would you do with it?
To hear yourself try to answer questions like these is to begin to hear
something, not only of who you are but of both what you are becoming and
what you are failing to become. It can be a pretty depressing business all in
all, but if sack cloth and ashes are at the start of it, something like Easter may
be at the end.
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday: 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
E-mail: office@corningucc.org
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor: Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary: Brenda Passmore

One Great Hour of Sharing - March 11, 2017
One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider
Mission, is the special mission offering of the United Church
of Christ that carries God’s message of love and hope to
people in 138 countries. The UCC works with international
partners to provide sources of clean water and food, education
and health care, small business micro-credit, emergency relief,
and advocacy and resettlement for refugees and
displaced persons. OGHS also supports domestic and
international ministries for disaster preparedness and
response.
Eight Christian denominations - American Baptist Church,
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Church of the Brethren, Cumberland
Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed
Church in America, the United Church of Christ, and Church
World Service work together to develop common promotional
materials thereby sharing ideas, costs, and a commitment to
faithful service.

Dates
to issue:
Remember:
Inside this
State Youth Event

March 2-4

Snow Tubing

March 10

One Great Hour of Sharing

March 11

Women’s Fellowship

March 14

God Squad Movie Night

March 18

Palm Sunday

March 25

Maundy Thursday

March 29

Good Friday

March 30

Easter

April 1

Blair Bigler Perry Concert

June 13

The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month.

Each denomination receives and manages its respective OGHS
offerings, and together raise about $12 million each year. The
United Church of Christ responds to development, disaster, and
refugee needs in 138 countries, and provides disaster relief and
immigration assistance in the United States.

Office Hours:
Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Mornings in the office, appointments
appreciated.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634
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NEED A VISIT?
Due to HIPPA privacy
rules, the church rarely
gets notification from
local hospitals when
someone is admitted.
Please call the church
office, or have a family
member call, if you are in the hospital. If you
know of a church member who is in the
hospital it is always a good idea to let the
church know just in case we haven’t heard.
Also, if you are at home recuperating or would
just like a general visit, please call the office or
the emergency number 607-438-2634.

THINK SNOW for Letchworth
Snow Tubing - Saturday, March 10th!
We will meet at the church at 8 to arrange rides,
leave at 8:30 and plan to be back at 4:30. Bring a
snow tube and sack lunch with something to share.
See or e-mail Bob Walker for details.
(walkerrj@corning.com).

Women’s Fellowship

Please join Pastor Marraine for her Community
Office Hours at Soulful Cup
Tuesday, March 20th, 9-11am
Wednesday, March 21st, 3-5pm
Come by for a warm drink and a visit.
Bring a friend or colleague to meet her!

Wednesday, March 14th at 11:30 a.m.
The Women's Fellowship Groups from Emanuel
Lutheran and Hornby Congregational churches are
also invited. We will have a St. Patrick's Day
themed luncheon featuring pork and sauerkraut,
boiled dinner, salad, Irish soda bread and
dessert. You may RSVP to Beth Briggs
at elizabethbrig@aol.com or 377-5363.

God Squad Meeting
Small Group Dinners Host Volunteers Needed.
Since October there have been
four delightful small group
dinners. Are you willing to
host one in March? You pick
the date. The host(s) supply a
simple meal - so far soup,
bread and a salad have been the entree while drinks
and dessert are supplied by other participants. We
cap the number at a total of eight, but if your comfort
level is a smaller group, that is fine too. Typically
the start time has been 6:00 - 8:30pm or so on the
evening of your choice. Please contact Mary Daly
@ 761-5494 or Tom Wilkinson @ 316-2504 if you
are willing to host a dinner. This is an effort to get
to know each other on more personal terms and
coordinated through the Church Family &
Community Life Ministry Team.

March 18. 5:30-7:30 at the church.
Youth will prepare
eggs for the Easter
Egg Hunt and watch
a movie for
discussion.

Corning Area Aging in Place
Thursday, March 15th at 10 a.m.
Mr. Thomas Dimitroff, local historian and former
teacher of history at CFA
Mr. Dimitroff will present the third part of his
history of Corning. Beginning with a look at
Corning’s geographical location to the history of
the Corning area via seven historical periods—from
B.C. to 2017. We are delighted that he is willing to
come back for one more lesson bringing us into the
modern era.
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Administrative Support Team
Dear Friends,
As we approach the end of our first ministry plan, the Administrative Support Team is preparing to develop
programs and priorities for the coming years. To be effective in this effort, we need to have a clear, shared
understanding of what is important to us as a congregation. The AST will therefore be conducting a
comprehensive survey to gather feedback from our entire church family about First Congregational United
Church of Christ’s ministry.
Background
The past few years have brought big changes in our church. Many of these have been positive. We celebrate the
families who add vitality to our church life, and we take great pride in the graduates of our confirmation classes.
We are also now an Open and Affirming church, extending our hospitality and demonstrating our love of all
God’s people. We live our motto that wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
Still, we have experienced other changes that have made us uncomfortable and concerned about our future. We
have just navigated a difficult budget season. Attendance and volunteerism for leadership positions have
declined. Several pillars of the church are shut in and cannot participate in church life; others have passed away.
Close friends have retired and left our community for other opportunities and to search for different church
experiences.
Survey Process
To gather information about these and other aspects of our church life, the survey will cover all of our activities,
from worship to mission and from faith formation to fellowship. We need every member to respond, whether
current confirmands or life-long congregants or occasional attenders. Surveys will be available beginning on
March 11 in both paper and electronic versions. We strongly encourage each and every individual who
participates in our ministry to complete this survey in its entirety.
A word of caution: the survey document will be long. We ask that you spend the time it takes to offer full,
thoughtful responses. Questions are multiple choice, with many opportunities to submit detailed comments. The
more you are willing to share, the better we will be able to understand the congregation and its needs.
You may participate without adding your name to your response. Please know that we plan to share all results
with the entire congregation. Our goal is to gather and share open and honest feedback about every aspect of our
church life.
We need the voices and inputs of all people to sustain and guide our church’s future. We will provide more
information about the survey during worship and through other communications in the weeks ahead. Please
support this effort. Your opinions will help us guide the church forward.
Faithfully,
Pam Walker
Moderator
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Faith Formation

2018 Annual State Youth Event
Greetings!
We have several requests this month. First, we
would like to ask for help with serving communion.
Star has posted sign-up sheets in the fellowship hall,
and the first four lines every month are for your
signature! Note that the first signature line is also for
the person who will bring the elements. We are
happy to provide training if you would like. Please
consider being a part of this critical sacrament.
We are planning on a special Maundy Thursday
service the week before Easter. The word "Maundy"
is from the Latin word meaning "commandment"
and the service commemorates the evening prior to
his crucifixion, when Jesus washed the feet of his
disciples and gave them the commandment to serve
and love one another. Would you like to be part of
it? We are hoping to share the Office of Tenebrae
which is a solemn and moving service needing many
readers. Either sign up in the fellowship hall or
speak to one of us.
Finally, we are helping to organize the Blair Bigler
Perry Concert which will be the evening
of Wednesday, June 13th. We are fortunate to have
the Defiance College choir traveling to Corning to
perform, and will need housing for approximately
20 students that evening. Please let Nicolette know
as soon as possible if you are willing to host, and if
so, how many students you could accommodate
(nicowags@gmail.com).
We will update you next month with more details
about the concert.
Star Bright and Nicolette Wagoner

Who am I? What difference do I play in making a
Just World for all? What is “our” Message in the
world? Why does faith matter?
What does it mean to Be The Church?
These are questions to be pondered on March 2-4 at
Watson Homestead for the 33rd Annual State Youth
Event.
There are three middle school youth attending for the
first time and Beanie and Rachel are on the planning
team.

Membership Committee
The Membership Committee has been meeting to set
some objectives, guidelines and actions to help us
understand the dynamics of our congregation- where
we’ve been, where we are, and where we want to go
in the future. We want to ensure that our
memberships’ questions are addressed and
acknowledged. To that end, we will be looking
forward to the results of the congregational survey.
We need to remember that Membership is owned by
everyone in the church. We need and appreciate your
ideas and input to help us strengthen the Church.
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Sunday March 25:
Palm Sunday Worship 10am,
Liturgy of the Passion
Thursday, March 29:
Maundy Thursday, Worship 7pm
Friday, March 30:
Good Friday Ecumenical Worship 12:00pm
at Christ Episcopal Church
Stations of the City to follow
Sunday, April 1:
Easter Sunday Worship 10:00am

From the Mailbag
February 2, 2018
On behalf of the Friends of the Southeast Steuben County
Library, I wish to convey our thanks to you for allowing us to
use your building for our Books Sandwiched In program and
Annual Meeting this year. You have a lovely facility and our
members have enjoyed meeting there.
I have enclosed our check as a donation to help offset any costs
associated with our use of the building. We hope you will
accept it along with our heartfelt thanks and gratitude.
Sincerely,
Susan Vermillion
Treasurer, Friends of the Library, SSC

January 24, 2018
Dear Marraine,
Thank you very much for your participation with Troy in Books
Sandwiched In today. Your contributions were very helpful in
the review of “Hilbilly Elegy”, and I know that the audience
was fully engaged as all of you added personal insights.
Sincerely,
Barbara

Birthdays
3rd
6th
7th
7th
8th
11th
13th
13th
15th
22nd
23rd
28th
29th
29th

Brynn Simons
Bob Garrett
Tom McGrew
Dean Simons
Jim Nelson
Geoffrey Tennent
Joseph Reif
Brynn Simons
Pauletta O’Donnell
John Sands
Lucy Breslin
Charles Hogan
Grace Lubold
Aidan Wilken
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Photo Gallery

The Pancake Supper raised over $700 for the Corning Food Pantry.
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Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the
Upcoming Events tab for the most up-to-date version.
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