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First Congregational
United Church of Christ

Our mission is to create and nurture
a family of Faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
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Pastor Marraine’s Musing...
Pentecost arrives June 4th.
The season of the Spirit will begin with celebrations.
We dive into Pentecost having been blessed by the
gifts of the children and youth in worship on May 30, 2017.
We look forward to the gifts of music from the
Blair Bigler Concert on June 11th and
throughout the month of June.
We embrace the spirit as we prepare
to launch our new governance structure.
We are warmed by the Spirit as we reflect on our time
together during our church retreat at Watson Homestead.
We have two young women from our church heading to
Germany this summer to experience the
workings of the greater Body of Christ.
The fruits and vegetables of our labors in the
Church Community Garden are growing.
How good and pleasant it is to be part of the mission and ministry
of the First Congregational United Church of Christ in Corning!
Thanks be to God!

Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday: 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
E-mail:
ucc-corning@verizon.net
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor:
Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary:
Brenda Passmore

Pentecost falls on
Sunday, June 4th.
Don’t forget to wear
red and stay after
We will also collect the
worship for your
Strengthen
the Church special
chance to be in the
mission offering. God calls
annual
congregations to be the
Pentecost photo!
“church” in new ways and these
funds support that mission.

Dates
toissue:
Remember:
Inside this
Strengthen the Church

June 4

Blair Bigler Concert

June 11

Church Picnic

June 18

Women’s Mystery Trip

June 21

Choir Celebration

June 25

Sale Item Collection

Aug. 16

Church Sale

Sept. 9

Office Hours:

The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month.

Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Mornings in the office, appointments
appreciated.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634

The Caller
Capital Campaign Update
We are in the last year of our
campaign - and coming to the end of
the major projects that we identified
four years ago. The final projects that
are underway are the pew cushion
replacements (ordered), replacement
of the accordion hall closet door (ordered).
Hopefully these will be completed this summer.
Meanwhile, we are beginning to revisit our plans for
the outside of our building. These include a pergola
near the back entrance, upgrades to the front entrance
and plantings all around. We hope to get moving on
these projects this summer as well.
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In the Hospital?
The church isn’t always notified
when someone is admitted to local
hospitals. If you are in the
hospital and would like to receive
a visit, please call the church
office or have a family member call. Also, if you’d
like a visit after you return home, please give the
office a call—962-7423! Thanks!

Community Garden
Final planting of our community garden was on May
28th with support from the folks at Emanuel
Lutheran Church, our gardening partners. Joyce
Nelson was kind enough to provide a picnic lunch
before we planted tomatoes, cucumber, squash, and
other plants. All the produce will go to the Corning
Food Pantry. If you’d like to be a part of this
outreach program, we welcome your participation.
Please contact Judy Garrett (936-9202)

Our church summer picnic will be
June 18 after worship.
Meat will be provided, but bring your favorite
summer dish to pass! Michael Flanagan, our Choir
Director, has agreed to wear an apron!!!

Women’s Fellowship Mystery Trip
Wednesday, June 21st
We’ll meet in the church parking lot at
9:00am! We will have a box lunch, and
the cost will be $11. Please let Beth
Briggs know if you will attend at
377-5363 or elizabethbrig@aol.com

Community Office Hours
Brisco Lounge
Trustees approved the
purchase of a very smart
television and portable
stand for use in Brisco
Lounge. It will have the
flexibility of being moved
for the Fellowship Hall as
well as the Sanctuary. Funds for these as well as the
window treatment, flooring and painting in Brisco
Lounge are from the Pauline Lewis Estate gift.
Pauline was a much beloved long time member of
our church.

Pastor Marraine will be at Soulful Cup
Tuesday, June 13th, 9-11am
Wednesday, June 14th, 3-5pm
Come by for a warm drink
and a visit. Bring a friend or colleague
to meet her!

SEPTEMBER 9, 2017

Our 2017 Flea &
Farmers’ Market
We will begin
collecting items at the
church Aug. 16th.
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Report on Church Governance
Report: Open Forum on Church Governance
Thanks to the folks who stayed for last Sunday’s after-church meeting!
We had a great discussion on the Ministry Plan, the Ministry Core Teams,
and the upcoming Congregational vote to approve the new structure.
Below are some of the questions that were raised and some answers from Advisory.
As always, if you would like to know more or get involved, please contact any Advisory Board member.
Q: What are the next steps in the process?
A: There will be three things for the Congregation to vote on:
- Revisions to the Ministry Plan that was approved in January
- A motion that defines the new leadership structure
- The slate of nominees for the new structure
These will be discussed at a Congregational Meeting on Sunday June 18 after worship.
Q: How will these changes impact me as a church member?
A: Instead of needing ~50 people to make 3-year commitments to boards and committees, the new structure
needs ~20 people to make 1-year commitments to Core Ministry Teams and seven to nine people to make 2-year
commitments to an administrative support team. We will use tools such as Google Calendar to keep track and
coordinate church activities so that fewer meetings are needed. We will shift the focus of volunteering from
serving on a committee with a broad mission to helping with specific tasks that people feel are vital to the
mission and ministry of the church.
Q: What happens on July 1? Do church programs such as Scholarship, the Community Garden, Capital
Campaign, Yard Sale, etc. just stop?
A: Church programs and activities that are functioning now will continue unchanged. If you currently enjoy
being involved in any church activity, we hope you will want to continue to serve the church in the same way.
You can confirm your interest by adding your name to the proposed ministry team responsible for the activity.
Jennifer Fais is still the Treasurer, our adopted budget is still in effect, and she will continue to write checks in
response to requests as usual. What will change is the structure of Boards and Committees that oversee those
activities and make sure they support the Mission and Ministry Plan of the church. The Ministry Core Team
guidelines that can be found on the church web site (Brenda please fill in the URL) shows how our current
activities are covered by the new structure.
Q: If we are not following the governance structure laid out in the By-Laws, how does the legal entity of the
church operate?
A: Our research into the legal aspect of the By-Laws requires us to define the structure of the Administrative
Support Team and specify the changes to the Nominating process in the motion that will be voted on. Advisory
will meet to discuss that resolution on Tuesday May 30 at 6:30 PM and will circulate it for feedback before the
Congregational Meeting on June 18.
Q: How will we figure out who will serve on the Core Ministry Teams?
A: We invite all in the congregation who wish to be involved in any aspect of our ministry to step forward. Over
the next few weeks, we will be putting out posters in Fellowship Hall with the Core Ministry Team descriptions
on them and encourage people to put their names where they would like to help. In addition, Advisory is
reaching out to people who have expressed interest in the Core Team areas in the past, current board members,
and people with known skills and talents to ask them to consider leading ministry teams or joining the
administrative support team. We know some people are more eager to do general administrative work and some
are more focused on particular tasks, so we are keeping that in mind.

The Caller
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From the Music Committee
Dear Music Lovers,
This year’s Blair/Bigler concert is dedicated to the forty-three years Richard Perry served as Music Director here
at the First Congregational United Church of Christ. It was in this church where he built, managed and directed
an exceptional musical program that has enriched our worship beyond measure. Many of you first knew Dick as
a respected teacher at Corning East High School or Northside Blodgett, others for his musical direction of great
and memorable local musicals, others for his trumpet performances in local bands.
Throughout most of Dick’s long tenure here, the FCC-UCC has provided the community with a free annual
concert endowed in honor of Luella and Isabelle Blair and their father, Walter – all of whom made great
contributions to music in this area and this church. The fund was later augmented by generous gifts to honor
Carole Bigler, church organist of extraordinary talent, teacher, recording artist and lecturer, and Dick’s life-long
friend and colleague.
It now seems very fitting to recognize the gift that Dick has given us all by generously
sharing his talent and energy for so many years by adding his name to what has become
the Blair/Bigler concert. In support of this, please consider making a gift by check (small
or large) to the First Congregational UCC Corning with "Dick Perry" in the memo
line. Please send your check to the First Congregational United Church of Christ at the
address above. Whether you make such a gift or not, please join us and The Women’s
Chorale of Corning at 4 p.m. on 11 June for this year’s Blair/Bigler/Perry Concert and a
special celebration in honor of Mr. Richard S. Perry.
Sincerely,

The Music Committee of the First Congregational United Church of Christ Cathy Hogan, Jill Palmer, Jeff DeMeritt,
John Brown, and Tom Kowalik

THE CHOIR WOULD LIKE TO ANNOUNCE THE MUSICAL MONTH OF JUNE!
We are set for some big pieces to round out our choir season, including a big musical
celebration June 25th for the 60th anniversary of the United Church of Christ.
To mark this momentous occasion, we are being lead once more by our conductor
emeritus, Richard Perry, whose many years of service coincided with much of the history
of the United Church of Christ. We invite choir members from years past to join us for our
anthem "The Church's One Foundation", which was commissioned for the centennial
celebration of the First Congregation Church of Corning, and many other favorite pieces
of service music.
Also taking place in the month of June will be the Blair Bigler concert, which we invite
choir members from any length of time to join for choir favorites in service that morning.
It is never too late to join the choir, simply come to one of our Thursday night rehearsals!
We look forward to seeing you there.
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From the Mailbag....
I joined the 6th annual STIC Abraham Path Walk Sunday, May 21 at
the Congregation Kol Ami in Elmira. It was a busy day following our church
retreat Saturday and Youth Sunday in the morning. It was a busy day for the
Muslim participants, too, as most came directly from their new Mosque
following a youth graduation ceremony.
About 20 people were asked to pair up with someone they did not
know and were provided a list of questions for discussion. We then walked and
talked the 1.4 miles to Park Church. My companion was Najeeb, a cardiologist
in private practice with two other cardiologists. Najeeb grew up in Pakistan
and was active in his Mosque there but they did not have a “Sunday” School or
youth group.
We stopped at Park Church for a 15 minute water break. Our group
had grown to about 30 by then. We then each paired with a new partner and
walked back. My second partner was Mumtaz and is the father of an engineer I
work with at Corning, Inc. He, too, grew up in Pakistan and was active in his Mosque. Mumtaz has recently
retired from his career as a travel agent and relocated to New York from Georgia.
Upon arrival back at Congregation Kol Ami we were offered a tour inside. About 10 of us heard about
the scenes depicted in the stained-glass windows. We then moved to the front of the Temple and the Rabbi
opened the metal gates and the curtain to reveal the six scrolls inside. Each is unique, contains the first five
books of the Old Testament and is hand written in Hebrew. Two congregations merged recently to form
Congregation Kol Ami and the Rabbi has been there about 18 months. He did not know exactly where the
scrolls came from but most likely from eastern Europe following World War II. Apparently, many such scrolls
outlived their congregations.
Following the tour of the Temple we drove to the Islamic Association of the Finger Lakes Center for
refreshments. Here the group grew to about 40 people and was warmly received for snacks and about an hour
of conversation. This last discussion was less formal and included movies, sports and the history of Rhode
Island as shared by Kit Tobin.
The people I met have much in common with me and my family. They practice their faith according to
its traditions and hold faith and family central to their lives. My biggest surprise was how many people in other
faith communities I already knew. I enjoyed meeting new people and getting to know ones I knew better along
the Abraham Path Walk and recommend next year’s walk to you.
Respectfully Submitted, Bob Walker

3rd
7th
8th
8th
10th
10th
18th
20th
20th

Kristen Bennitt
Ellen Good
Ethan Bratti
Christine McGrew
Jeff Nelson
Grace Cooper
Nicholas Reif
Darlene Schieber
Mike Simons

22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
25th
26th

Owen Watson
Nicholas Bennitt
Marge Fellows
Rachel Hageman
Joyce Killigrew
Maria Quintal
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Hats off to the
Graduates!

Community Events
3K Color Run
June 3, 9am-4pm
to Benefit Camp Good Days
and Community Appreciation
Open House at Hickory Hill
Family Camping Resort! To
register for the Color Run call
607-776-4345.

Nicholas Bennitt
will graduate from Corning-PP
High School. He plans to attend
Corning Community College.
Laura Cooper
graduated from Allegheny College
with a B.A. in History. She will join
the West Moreland Volunteer Corp.
in Washington, D.C.
Marian Cooper
will graduate from Corning-PP High
School. She will attend
Guilford College.
Pearl Cooper
will graduate from Corning-PP High
School. She will attend
Allegheny College.

Recycled Runway
Saturday, June 3, 7-11pm
The ARTS Council of the Southern
Finger Lakes' signature fundraising
event, Recycled Runway at the
Corning Museum of Glass. The
fashion show features one-of-a-kind creations made from recycled
or repurposed materials. The event begins with the 2017 Silent
Auction, featuring artwork from the region's most sought-after
visual artists, gift baskets from local businesses, exclusive
experience packages, and much more.

Matthew Hageman
will graduate from Corning-PP
High School.

The 33rd Annual Kids Fun Run
Sunday, June 11, at 12:30pm
Guthrie Corning Hospital takes pride
in sponsoring this event which helps
youngsters experience the joys of
running!

Mike Walker
graduated from Cornell University
with a degree in Mechanical
Engineering. He will begin working
at Corning, Inc.
Carter Wilken
will graduate from Corning-PP High
School and will attend
Sarah Lawrence College.

Corning Farmer’s Market
Thursdays 10am-3pm in
Riverfront Park Corning
It's the ultimate way to shop local!
Corning's Gaffer District invites you to
celebrate local flavor every week this
season at the annual Corning Farmers
Market. The market offers a variety of
fresh local produce, baked goods and
handmade crafts from New York's
Finger Lakes region.
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Baptism of Silas Fisher - May 14th

Church Retreat at Watson Homestead - May 20th
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Youth Sunday - May 21st

The text of the sermon and skit that our youth shared with us is available on our church website at
www.corningucc.org. Just click on the Faith Formation tab, and then the Youth tab!

UCC News
General Synod 31
June 30 - July 4, 2017 | Baltimore, MD
In June 2017, thousands from across the country (and abroad) will
gather for General Synod 31 in Baltimore, Maryland. Together, we
will discern resolutions of witness, church structure, and function.
We will stand up for issues that demand a faithful witness. And we
will join together in worship each day to lift up the Stillspeaking
God. http://synod.uccpages.org/
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MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

4
10:00am Worship
& Communion

5

6
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7

10:00am Worship

Deacon’s Mtg.
7:00pm

12

13

Church Picnic
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

25
10:00am Worship

Choir Celebration
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings

14

15

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

19

20

Community
Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
3-5pm

21
Women’s Fellowship
Mystery Trip 9 am

Nami 7:00pm

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

27

16

17

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir
7:00pm AA

22

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

26

7:00pm AA

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Trustee’s Mtg.
7:00pm
Community
Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
9-11am

18

10

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

4:00pm Blair Bigler
Concert

10:00am Worship

9
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

11

8

7:00pm AA

28

23

24

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am
6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

29

7:00pm AA

30
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Advisory Mtg.
6:30pm

12

First Congregational United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

