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Our mission is to create and nurture a family of Faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Inside this issue:

Pastor Marraine’s Musing...

Deacon’s Report

As I have worked on submissions for The Caller, I have also been
preparing for a trip to Maine to see my family (June 2-7) immediately followed
by the New York Conference Annual Meeting events (June 8-12). While I am in
Maine we will be marking the first anniversary of my mother’s sudden death on
June 7th. It has been a difficult year for me in many ways because of this sudden
loss. Most of all it is because of the sheer loss of her; my mother, my friend, and
my mentor. It meant the abrupt end to my journey along the Santiago de
Compostela Pilgrimage. It meant beginning the ongoing task of sorting through
my mom’s belongings. It meant addressing some of my own health issues
highlighted by my mother’s death. It meant countless conversations of grief that
go far beyond the sheer loss of my beloved mother. There were many times
where I let the busyness of the church take over and numb me from dealing with
the loss. There were a few times when the grief took over and I needed to
retreat. Balancing personal life and the responsibilities of a pastor is a delicate
balance. Caring for yourself in the midst of the aftermath of a tragedy while also
leading a church is extremely difficult. Indeed it has been a tough year.
Like with many milestones in my life, I would not have survived the past
year as well as I did without the support of the church. I am continually thankful
for the support you have offered over the last year. I am thankful the grace of
providing me a little extra space when I needed it. I am truly blessed by the
church community I serve.
I will be attending the Women at the Well retreat at Pilgrim Lodge (the
Maine Conference UCC outdoor ministry site) from June 3-5. My mother was
attending the same retreat last year when she died. Pilgrim Lodge was already
sacred ground to me because I have spent a lot of time there as a camper and a
counselor. Now it is even more so and I have planned to attend the retreat since
last fall. I will be staying in a cabin with nine women from the First
Congregational Church in Durham where I grew up. I have recently discovered
that Pam R., a member from Old South Church in Boston where I was ordained,
will be attending. It just so happens that Pam’s college classmate, Kate Hoffman
who is also a former member of this church will be in attendance as well. Once
again, I will be surrounded by love and support of my extended church
family. Thanks be to God.
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday. 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
Fax:
(607)962-4035
E-mail:
ucc-corning@verizon.net
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor:
Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary:
Brenda Passmore

Update on the Church Governance Study
First, thank you to everyone who stayed after church on May 15
to talk with the Advisory Board about the Church Governance
Study process. It was a thoughtful discussion. We came away
feeling support for our efforts so far and for our plan this summer
to look into other church management approaches. However,
during and after the meeting, we also heard suggestions on
"tweaking" our current church organizational structure. We want
to reassure the congregation that our current system will be one
of the structures we will be analyzing.
Our prayerfully-held goal is to find "a more effective, efficient,
and sustainable leadership structure in order to enhance and
enliven the spiritual life of the church."
Thank you for your continued prayers as we assess our church's
organization and learn about other vibrant churches and their
keys to success over the next few months.
The Advisory Board
(Star Bright, Jeff DeMeritt, Jennifer Fais, Carole Fimlaid,
Pastor Marraine Kettell, Tom Kowalik, Jim Nelson,
Jill VanDewoestine, Pam Walker.)

Deacons Offering for June –
CCC Campus Ministries

Dates
toissue:
Remember:
Inside this
Make-Ahead Meals Group

June 2

Scholarship Deadline

June 3

Youth Group Car Wash

June 5

Parking Lot Repaving

June 6-8

Mystery Trip

June 14

Aging in Place

June 16

Church Picnic

June 19

The deacons’ offering for June is Corning Community College
Campus Ministries. This is an organization that is funded solely
by donations and grants. It is not supported financially by
CCC. Campus Ministries offers faith based conversations and
programs throughout the year for the diverse population of
CCC. The position of part time chaplain is dependent on these
sources of revenue. The chaplain’s office helps organize the
above mentioned programs as well as to help direct students in
need and maintains a small pantry of food to supplement students
with limited resources. Pastor Marraine has served on the board
overseeing the program. Robert Cooper is currently on that same
board. This month the deacons will match up to $300 for the
deacons’ offerings to CCC Campus Ministries.

Choir & Recognition Sunday June 19
The next Caller will be a July/August
edition. So please send articles by the
25th for both months and let us know
if your group or committee will take a
break from using the church for the
summer. Thanks!

Office Hours:
Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Available for appointments and visits.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634

The Caller
COMMUNITY GARDEN PLANTED!
A hearty band of gardeners gathered at the
community garden bed on Saturday morning May
28 to kick off their Memorial Day weekend by
planting the garden! Focusing on vegetables
requested most often at the Corning Food Pantry,
our church planted bush beans, beets, cucumbers,
yellow squash and a variety of cherry and "beef
steak" tomatoes. Thank you, Ted Fellows, Bob
and Judy Garrett, Judy and Bruce Graf, Noel
Sylvester and Jennifer Fais, and Joyce Nelson for
all your work. We were joined by members of
Emanuel Lutheran who also planted their garden.
The fun has just begun: there is a sign-up sheet by
week through the summer for people interested in
helping weed and harvest. Joyce Nelson has
offered to water the garden through the season.
Time to watch our garden grow!
The Community Garden Team
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Our Potted Flowers Have Arrived!
We have nine potted flower
pots to decorate our space for
the summer. There are four at
each entrance and one in the
atrium. Donations to help
offset the cost of the
arrangements are welcome.

Community Office Hours
Pastor Marraine will be at Soulful Cup
Wednesday, June 22nd, 3-5pm
Tuesday, June 28th, 9-11am
Come by for a warm drink
and a visit.
Bring a friend or colleague
to meet her!

Worship Themes for June

June 5th
Wayne Gustafson preaching
June 12th
Deacons leading worship
June 19th
Combined Children’s
Sunday and Choir Sunday
June 26th
II Cor 4:1-15 – “Hope”

The 2016
Annual Pentecost
Photo!
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STATUS OF CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROJECTS
PARKING LOT PAVING:
Several local paving contractors
were contacted and their bids
accepted at the May Trustee
meeting. After some negotiating, the
final contractor, Christy Paving &
Excavating LLC, was selected.
Details of the exact work to be done
are available in the office. Basically
the contractor will shim up the
center section where we have had so
much standing water problems so
that the water will drain towards the
sides as well as pave the entire parking lot and duplicate all the markings. The cost of this extensive
work on the lot will be $20,740 with the contractor making a $1,000 donation to our church. We plan
to have work begin in early June with work commencing on a Monday. The parking lot will not be
available for several days while we let it cure and have it striped on those days. We will try to send out
an email to give you a heads up. Regardless - you will always be able to park on Pritchard Ave. and
walk along the grass. Trustees appreciate your cooperation.

BRISCO LOUNGE RENOVATION:
On Saturday, May 14th, strong and eager volunteers showed up to help
remove the divider in Brisco (as well as in the Music Room), sort through
books no longer needed, remove the dated paper wall trim and wash windows
and woodwork. Thanks to Mike Bratti, Marcia Vasconcelos, Noel Sylvester,
Jennifer Fais , John Madison, Margo Brown, Marraine Kettell, and especially
Will Madison’s truck, a lot was accomplished in relatively short time. On
May 17th the Brisco Lounge committee (Marraine, Margo, John Madison,
Evie Lewis, Jim Nelson, Joyce Nelson, Judy Garrett) met to determine next
steps. Expect great things in the next few weeks as we replace light fixtures,
apply a fresh coat of paint, add some needed electrical outlets, as well as a
few other changes as we transform this room into a brighter more inviting
space for the many groups that use this room.
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RECEIPTS:

THROUGH DEC. 2015
Received from Jan. - May 2016
TOTAL RECEIPTS:

164,084.00
32,650.00
196,734.00

DISHWASHER
WINDOWS
SIDEWALKS
PAINT/SUPPLIES - WINDOWS
PAINTER - WINDOWS
BACK ENTRANCE DOOR
PAINT - DOOR
ARCHITECT'S FEE - 2015
ARCHITECT'S FINAL FEE - 2016
HALE ROOFING

4,350.00
52,427.00
10,900.00
229.00
1,000.00
6,960.00
64.00
1,031.00
890.00
52,300.00

EXPENDITURES:

CONCRETE SPLASH PADS & ROOF REPAIR
PARKING LOT
BRISCO LOUNGE
TOTAL EXPENSES:
AVAILABLE:
ORIGINAL PLEDGED AMOUNT:
(42 PLEDGING UNITS)
4TH YEAR PLEDGED AMOUNT:
(17 pledges, 3 were new ones)
TOTAL PLEDGED AMOUNT:
OUTSTANDING:
OUTSTANDING CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
PROJECTS
Brisco Lounge renovation/upgrade
Parking Lot resurfacing
Folding door replacements
.Hallway closet
.Fellowship Hall ????
Pew cushion replacement
Kitchen upgrade
.Counter top replacement
.Cupboard replacement
Flooring
.Fellowship Hall
.Hallway
.Music Room
.Handicap Bathroom
Patio
.Back lawn
Front Entrance
.Wider/more inviting sidewalk
.Permanent planter boxes
.Front door treatment - lock, etc.
.Landscaping

115.93

2016

2016

130,266.93
66,467.07
170,274.00
75,070.00
245,344.00
48,610.00

Projected cost
6,000.00 Lewis Estate
20,740.00
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Go Back to the Mountain this Fall!
One story goes that late in his life, the Rev. Dr. Douglas Horton was working on a Randolph Mountain Club
trail crew to repair a bridge that crossed a brook cascading off the slopes of Mount Adams, just a few miles
south of Gorham, New Hampshire, in the Presidential Range. Horton, who had visited the area as a youth to
escape poor air in Boston that aggravated his asthma, made a summer home in Randolph in his adult life and
was an active member of the RMC -- in addition to his duties as Dean of the Harvard Divinity School. Horton
was well-known in the ecumenical community for his outreach and bridge-building between persons of faith. It
was in that spirit that he founded a Christian retreat center at the north end of the Presidential Range, on Pine
Mountain, a camp that later took the name of its founder and still thrives today.
The weekend of September 2-5, including Labor Day, Mike and Laurelyn Simons invite you to travel to
Horton Center in Gorham, NH, the Outdoor Ministries site of the New Hampshire Conference, UCC. Nestled
between the two summits of Pine Mountain, the camp sits on a 100-acre parcel with commanding views to the
south of the Presidentials and the magnificent Carter-Moriah Range, including the region's highest peak, Mt.
Washington (6288'), home of the "World's Worst Weather."
During the weekend's "Family & Friends Camp," with the Simons' providing leadership partnered with the
HCPM site staff and director Rev. Mollie Landers, guests will have the opportunity to hike in the Presidentials,
swim in the mountain runoff of the Peabody River, sit and relax in mountain-top lean-tos, visit with new friends
on the Madison Porch and enjoy a cup of coffee, worship at Chapel Rock on the north summit and enjoy
fellowship and a communion with nature and Creation all weekend long -- rain or shine!
Because of the camp's intergenerational nature, activities and programming are both extremely flexible to suit
the needs of everyone from families with energetic youngsters to those with the desire for relaxation and quiet
moments. Last year's weekend included a multi-family sleep-out on one of the rocky overlooks on site, as well
as music around campfires and rock climbing on three 55-foot ascents for the more hardy.
Registration information can be found at hortoncenter.org look for "REGISTRATION" in the Quick Links
on the right-hand side of the homepage. For those from Corning making the trip to Gorham and HCPM, you'll
want to plan to leave earlier in the morning on Friday, September 2, to arrive on site just after dinner on
Friday night. Departure is after lunch on Monday; plan on the drive taking about 8 1/2 hours via Albany and
central Vermont. Lodging is offered in one of 12 rustic bunk-style cabins, with common bathrooms in central
locations.
When Horton had finished his day's work with like-minded RMC friends on the slopes of Mount Adams, he
returned home to his wife of 23 years, Mildred. Later that night, as I've heard it told, Dr. Horton passed away.
He was 77, and as throughout his life, one of his final acts was that of bridge-building, of unifying, providing a
way for people to ascend to new places and continue their journeys, just as many tens of thousands of campers
have at Horton Center over the past five decades and more.
Laurelyn and I would love to have you join us for a weekend of bridge-building and faith exploration in the
White Mountains this September -- we hope you'll join us on Pine Mountain!
-- Mike Simons
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From the Mailbag....
Dear Friends,
Loved the colorful surprise in my
fridge last week Wednesday! I was at a
a medical appointment! Darlene
visited me on Thursday!
I savored the tasty recipe in each dish!
All were delicious:) !Yummy!

Dear church family,
Thank for the gift certificate to a local restaurant to celebrate
my training as a Student Minister at the church. Michael and I
will enjoy a quiet evening in the Gaffer District together.
Gratefully, Patricia Kapusta

Thanks so very much for thinking of
me.
Best Wishes, Barbara D.

Hats off to the
Graduates!
Nicholas Bennitt
will graduate from Corning-PP
High School.

Thanksgiving for a year of Patricia’s Minister in Training.

Ethan Bratti,
will graduate from Corning –PP
High School and will attend Corning
Community College.

Cooper Grinnell
will graduate from Corning-PP
High School.

Patrick McGrew
will graduate from Corning-PP
High School.

Samantha Reif
graduated from Syracuse University
with a degree in Social Work and will
go to Boston University for her
masters degree.

Joseph Reif
will graduate from Corning-PP
High School and will attend
Corning Community College.

3rd
7th
8th
8th
9th
10th
10th
18th
18th

Kristen Bennitt
Ellen Good
Ethan Bratti
Christine McGrew
Dustin Storm
Jeff Nelson
Grace Cooper
Mary Deneka
Nicholas Reif

20th
20th
22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
25th
26th

Darlene Schieber
Mike Simons
Owen Watson
Nicholas Bennitt
Marge Fellows
Rachel Hageman
Joyce Killigrew
Maria Quintal
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Photo Gallery
Church Clean-up

2016 Community
Garden Planting

Getting the place all spruced up for Marcia and
Mike’s wedding on July 9th.

Puppy Love—
Somewhere in
the midst of
that pile of kids
is the Walkers'
dog Hubert!
Pastor Marraine (looking a little short) and
the Bratti Family all color coordinated, with
the worship bulletin!

The Caller

9

Church Events
The Make-Ahead Meals
Cooking Group
Thursday, June 2, at 10:30 a.m.
We will bake a chicken casserole
and single-portion vegetable sides.
Bring an 8 x 8 or larger baking dish,
preferably glass. Gluten-free options
are available. If you have not
attended before, please contact
Patricia Kapusta at 279-6849 to
make your reservation.

Women’s
Fellowship

Tuesday, June 14th,
departing from the church

Women’s
Fellowship
will conclude

their season
with an exciting
mystery trip on
Tuesday, June
14th at 10 a.m.
departing from
the church.

We are inviting
the men to join
us. If you offer to drive, you will be the first to
know the destination!
Lunch will be provided for a
donation of $10.00.
Mystery clue:
Crossing Paths With Gardens!

CHURCH PICNIC AFTER
WORSHIP ON JUNE 19TH!

CHOIR SUNDAY ~
RECOGNITION
SUNDAY
JUNE 19TH
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Community Events

Aging in Place
Thursday, June 16th, 10am
Join us here at First Congregational UCC for a conversation with
Sue Gruber, CAAIP Board Member and a Certified Aging in
Place Specialist. She will discuss her recent experiences
becoming certified and will explain what her new company,
Forward-Thinking Home Solutions is all about. All are
welcome.

The Caller
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
1

2

Fri
3

Sat
4

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Make Ahead
Meals 10am

7:00pm AA

5

6

7

8

9

10

10:00am Worship &
Communion
Car Wash!
4pm Ev Spir. Group
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

12

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Deacon’s Mtg.
7:00pm

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

13

14

15

16

Women’s Fellowship
Mystery Trip 10am
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

20

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

22

23

7:00pm AA

24

25
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

26

18
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Aging in Place
9am- noon

Trustee’s Mtg.
7:00pm

21

17

10:00am Worship
Choir & Recognition
Sunday& Picnic

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

7:00pm AA

Nami 7:00pm

10:00am Worship

19

11

Community Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
3-5pm

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

Nami 7:00pm

27

28

29

30

10:00am Worship

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Community Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
9-11am

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

7:00pm AA
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