The Caller

1

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
Inside this issue:
Committee Reports 2-5
Mailbag

6

Birthdays

6

Photo Gallery

7

Calendar

8

Our mission is to create and nurture
a family of Faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Pastor Marraine’s Musing...
Every two years the United Church of Christ gathers as a national body
for General Synod. This year the 31st General Synod of the United Church of
Christ was held in Baltimore, MD June 28-July 4th. It included eight plenaries
(church business sessions), one major worship service every day, powerful
workshops on Saturday, committee time to discuss the resolutions before the
body, affiliate meals, an exhibit hall full of goodies, and countless opportunities
for fellowship and networking. As ordained clergy in this denomination, I have
made a point to attend General Synod in order to take advantage of all of the
above. The benefit for you, the congregation I serve, is to receive an abundance
of resources for our mission and ministry here in Corning. During General
Synod we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the denomination which this
congregation became a covenanted partner in 1961.
All told I was away from Corning for a week. Many of my expenses
including my registration and hotel costs come out of my professional expenses
line item. The purpose is to keep me connected to the wider United Church of
Christ and stay up to date on the ministry and mission of the denomination I
serve of which this congregation is a part. The question becomes, what does it
offer you as the congregation I serve? In short, General Synod offers a great
bounty of riches to pass on to the local church. Over the course of the event we
discussed issues that are relevant to our churches, the country, and the world.
We experienced different types of worship and preaching. We were exposed to
resources from the United Church of Christ, its affiliates, and like-minded
organizations. My hope throughout the summer and beyond is to share that
wealth with the congregation. Stay tuned for opportunities for discussion and
viewing of recorded events.
As I listened to the resolution discussions, worshipped, walked through
the exhibit hall, and joined in fellowship, I wished that there was at least one
person from the church to share this with. Hopefully, we can make a plan for
General Synod in Milwaukee in 2019. It would be such a blessing to share the
experience with other members of this congregation.

Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
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Please mark your calendars for these joint services!

171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday: 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
E-mail:
office@corningucc.org
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor:
Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary:
Brenda Passmore

Dates
toissue:
Remember:
Inside this
Worship at Emanuel

July 16

To welcome our Emanuel Lutheran
friends to our service on July 23rd,
we will have a picnic following worship.
Please bring your favorite dish, or a new
one you wish to make, to pass.
Meat will be provided. If you have any
questions, please contact
Joyce Nelson, (607) 962-8945

Joint Worship at FCUCC July 23
Church Picnic

June 23

Sale Item Collection

Aug. 16

Church Sale

Sept. 9
Beginning after the July 4th holiday,
the church office will be open
Thursday & Fridays from 9 am- noon.

The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month. There is no
newsletter for August, but we’ll be
back in September!

Pastor Marraine’s
Office Hours
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Available for appointments and visits.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634
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The e-mail addresses
for the church office
and the pastor have
changed.
We were going to phase in
gradually over the summer,
but we had to push that
forward because our access
to Verizon e-mail has changed.
Our office e-mail is

office@corningucc.org
and Pastor Marraine’s new e-mail address is

pastor@corningucc.org.

THE 2017 BI-ANNUAL CHURCH SALE
Saturday, September 9th, 2017,
9 a.m.– 3 p.m.
Please find an interesting article with all the
details about the sale on page 5 of this newsletter .

Watson Homestead Worship Service
It is a tradition in the church to hold worship at
Watson Homestead following our Bi-Annual Church
Sale. Our service on Sunday, September 10, 2017,
will be held in the Watson Homestead Chapel
at 10:00 a.m. Please mark your calendars as there
will not be a worship at our church

In the Hospital?
The church isn’t always notified
when someone is admitted to local
hospitals. If you are in the
hospital and would like to receive
a visit, please call the church
office or have a family member call. Also, if you’d
like a visit after you return home, please give the
office a call—962-7423! Thanks!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROJECTS UPDATE
Eleanor Cicerchi,
who played a
significant role in our
original capital
campaign committee,
was in town recently
and visited our
church to see how we
have progressed with
various projects since
she moved to Florida
two years ago. The
attached photo shows
her checking out the
new accordion door
in the hallway. (Have
you all noticed that
the old vinyl folding
door has been replaced?)
The week of July 24th will see the beginning of pew
cushion replacement. If you see a large dumpster
outside the church, you will know that work has
begun. (FYI - the dumpster is only for material
associated with the pew cushions.)
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New Governance Plan Approved
A New Governance Structure is Approved
On June 18, the congregation approved a new governance
structure for the church that changes the way we organize and
accomplish our church’s mission. (Specific documents
approved by the congregation have been e-mailed to the
membership and are available on the church’s website.) Under
this new structure, the church’s ministries will be coordinated
by several team leaders, and administrative duties will be
handled by a single board.
The intent of this new system is to shift the responsibility of the
administrative tasks that our previous boards and committees
were required to handle to a single group, and in doing so allow
members to focus on projects and activities that best express
their faith. We will accomplishing these activities through new,
flexible teams responsible for worship, faith formation, mission
and outreach, church and community life, and facilities. An
administrative support team will handle the finances, personnel,
and planning.
During the summer months, the ministry team leaders and
administrative support team will be working on transition
activities to continue work on our ministry plan and launch
during the church’s program year in September. As we move
forward, we encourage the church’s members to remain active
participants in our faith community. If you are currently
involved in church work, please remain so. While the
administrative structure may be changing, the needs of the
church will not.
If you have not been involved in the past, this is an opportunity
and an invitation to try your hand at an activity you care about.
Ministry team leaders will need the support of the congregation
to continue and extend the activities of the church. You can let
them know about your interest by responding to requests to sign
up or by offering your service.
Stay tuned for updates throughout the summer and especially as
we enter the fall season, and please consider how you can
support our church community.
Faithfully,
Pam Walker
Moderator

From your new
Worship Ministry Team

We are starting off our new structure by
proposing a few changes to make things
“more efficient and sustainable”.
Instead of having weekly “deacon of the
day” and “reader”, we are proposing a
“liturgist” or “worship assistant”. This
person would do both readings – the
opening prayers and the liturgy – and
would assist the pastor with baptism or
new member welcome as needed.
It seems appropriate that those
interested in serving in this way could
be trained together. Like the ushers
currently do, you could sign up for a
month at a time. A brief conversation
with the pastor, and you would know
any special things that are scheduled for
your month. Naturally finding your
own sub or asking one of us, would be
appropriate if you are not available one
week during your month.
We hope you will consider this
opportunity to serve our church. Please
let one of us know of your interest!
Thank you so much.
Nicolette Wagoner
Star Bright
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THE 2017 BI-ANNUAL CHURCH SALE
Saturday, September 9th, 2017, 9 a.m.– 3 p.m.
This is the year of our bi-annual sale!! To enhance our sale this year we are adding a
CRAFT CORRIDOR to our flea market, farmer’s market and baked goods items.

CRAFT CORRIDOR - We have a multi-talented congregation, along with their families and friends.
Now is the time you can clear your shelves, craft baskets, storage areas, workshops, or
studios of those items that you have made and/or collected. We are looking for any items
from hand crafts to paintings, photography, woodworking, ceramic; whatever you consider
your hobby or craft. (collecting these items can also be your hobby!)

FLEA MARKET- Things from your attic your basement, garage and yard.
Some items that sell well are, toys, games and puzzles (make sure all the pieces
are included), books, stuffed animals, sports equipment, home or office
furniture, jewelry, kitchen ware, garden tools, lawn and patio furniture, lawn
equipment, bicycles (children to adults), small appliances, seasonal items, linens
and curtains and electronics. We do request all items be clean and in working
order. NO CLOTHING
Craft and flea market items can be brought to the church on the following dates and times
STARTING WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16:
Wednesday’s, 5:00p.m. – 8:00p.m. Thursday through Sunday, 9:00a.m. - NOON

FARMER’S MARKET –

As you plant and harvest please plan extra for your Church sale.
All garden vegetables, fruits, herbs, dried flowers, jars of jams and jellies, etc.
These items can be brought to church Thursday and Friday, September 7& 8

BAKED GOODS - There is always a high demand for homemade pies, cakes, cookies,
breads, cupcakes, muffins, and any baked item you wish to make
Bring your baked goods Friday, September 8, 9:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Please have your
items labeled and wrapped to sell. Bring on paper plates or in disposable containers.

FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT –
There will be hot off the grill hot dogs and ice cold lemonade!
Musical groups to keep us entertained.

VOLUNTEERS – EVERYONE IN OUR CHURCH!
Pre-sale – sorting, arrange items on tables, and pricing
Day of sale – set up tents, take tables outside, work at tables, runners, take down and clean up
Unsold items will be placed in boxes and picked up by Northern Tier Children’s Home.
A sign-up sheet will be in fellowship hall. We also plan to have an electronic sign up.
Many, many, hands are needed. Everyone in our church can contribute to make
your sale a great success. If you have any special requests or questions, please
contact Sylvia Brown (607) 962-5759 or Joyce Nelson (607) 962-8945 or
joycenelson@stny.rr.com
Everyone please donate, work, shop, enjoy the fellowship
and have a wonderful time!
All proceeds from the sale go the Church.
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From the Mailbag

Birthdays

Hello .....
Earlier in the Spring the Wednesday AM group sent me a lovely
card with many signatures on
it! :) Want you to know the card was greatly
appreciated...AND, when I look at it now
(yes, I still have it! :)......), it is very comforting to look at each
signature and reflect about
the person..'connected' to the name!!
I send a large SUMMER BASKET filled with peace, hope, joy,
contentment, love for the world, flowers, birdsong, grace and
thoughtfulness ...
Cheers for everyone,
Barbara D

Please accept this donation from the Thursday and Saturday
night A.A. meetings. Thank you.

June 30, 2017
Dear First Congregational United Church of Christ,
The Salvation Army in Corning is certifying that we received
from you a donation on June 18, 2017 of $700 to keep Doing
the Most Good.
We want to thank you for the donation and we appreciated your
care and generosity to The Salvation Army and the community
of Corning and Steuben County.
Sincerely,
Captain Raul Rivera, Corps Officer
The Salvation Army Corning Corps

July Birthdays
1st
Laura Cooper
2nd
Jennifer Madison
3rd
Bob Lester
6th
Caitlin Hogan
6th
Gary McCaslin
9th
Barbara Briggs
12th
Jennifer Fais
th
12
Madelyn Pusateri
12th
Will Madison
15th
Bob Brown
17th
Liane Watson
19th
Gina Burdick
28th
Dick Bennitt
th
29
Claudia DeMeritt
29th
Nathan Webb

August Birthdays
3rd
Chris Walker
4th
Ruth Nelson
th
5
Luke Webb
7th
Finn Barber
7th
Carter Wilken
9th
Thomas Kowalik
11th
Dominic Grinnell
12th
Keith Gorton
th
18
Karen Madison
23rd
Walt Connor
24th
Ed Lewis
27th
Aimee Lester
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Photo Gallery
The Colonial Days Parade - June 10, 2017

A couple of our friends participated in the Painted Post Colonial Days Parade!

Women’s Mystery Trip - Tanglewood Nature Center
Elaine Spacher, Executive Director of Tanglewood, hosted our Women’s Fellowship Group on June 21st. The
event was planned by Jan Kostolansky, but she got sick and missed the rip - too bad :( We also enjoyed a great
take-out picnic lunch from Fran’s Landing. A great time was had by all!

Naturalist, Ian McLaughlin
introduced us to some of their
animals including this great horned
owl.

We walked through the museum area—a bee colony!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

10:00am Worship &
Communion

9

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

4

5

6

7

10

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

11

12

13

14

23

10:00am
Worship at
Emanuel

17

10:00am
Worship
Picnic

24

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

18

19

20

25

26

Mon

7

7:00pm AA

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

7:00pm AA

9

10

21

7:00pm AA

15

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

28

16

17

22

23

18

24

31
7:00pm AA

7:00pm AA

19
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

25
7:00pm AA

30

12
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA

29
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

11

Nami 7:00pm

10:00am Worship

29

Tue

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

10:00am Worship

27

7:00pm AA

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA

8

14

10:00am Worship

20

28

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

10:00am Worship &
Communion

13

22
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

9:30-10:30am

Bring in those Flea
Market items beginning
August 16th!
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7:00pm AA

31 Bone Builders

10:00am Worship

Sun

21

27

Nami 7:00pm

30

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA

15

7:00pm AA

10:00am Worship

16

8
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA

7:00pm AA

26
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA
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