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Last month when I wrote those words, we were beginning the New
Lectionary year with the season of Advent. Our journey around the Sun has
continued and 2019 is now on our door step. And with 2019 here, I will confess
there is a part of me that is not looking forward to the New Year.
Please understand, I believe I am a positive person who is striving to
search for the “sunny-side of life” and I thank God every single morning for the
day I have been given. At the same time, there is still a part of me that is not
looking forward to the New Year and I believe this is due to a large number of
unknowns on the horizon.
What is the economy going to be like this year? What will happen in all
the war zones around the planet? How far will the world’s temperature rise?
How long will people continue to put up walls that divide one another instead of
working to tear them down?
I could go on with my list, but you get the idea. I would bet many
people have their own lists of concerns right beside their resolutions for the New
Year. On a much smaller scale, there are other concerns that might make us
wonder about the future…
What is the new interim minister going to be like? In what ways will our
church be called to change? What challenges will our community face in the
New Year?
It would be nice if we could get our personal and collective acts together
and be prepared for the challenges ahead but life on planet Earth does wait for
us to be totally ready. Madeline l’Engle’s poem (found on page 3) helps us
remember our world will evolve and unfold as it will and our task is to embrace
the challenges ahead with all the faith and energy we can muster. In truth we
are ready. With the promises of Christmas in our hearts, let’s welcome 2019
with open arms!
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tues./Thurs./Fri.: 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
E-mail:
office@corningucc.org
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Supply Pastor: Rev. Gary McCaslin
Secretary:
Brenda Passmore

Finance
Proposed 2019 Budget
On Sunday, January 13, after the service, the Finance Committee
will give a presentation on the proposed 2019 Budget. The
Congregation will vote on the budget on January 27th, during the
Annual Financial Meeting.
The primary drivers for the 2019 budgeting process were:
1) what could we afford for 2019 for an interim pastor, and
2) how quickly could the Church return to a full time pastor.
We made some assumptions and did forecasts through 2022.
We will present this process and our assumptions on the 13th.
In the meantime, if there are any questions/corrections about the
budget please contact the Finance Committee:
John Brown, Pam Schmitt, Bruce Graf, or Jennifer Fais
The budget was emailed out several weeks ago.
If you didn’t get it, or need another copy, let us know.

Dates to Remember:
Women’s Fellowship

Jan. 9

Budget Presentation

Jan. 13

Meals on Wheels Speaker

Jan. 13

Annual Financial Meeting Jan. 27
God Squad

Jan. 27

The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month.

Office Hours:
Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tu./Th./Fri. 9am-12pm
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634

The Caller

3

A Poem to Ponder ~
God did not wait til the world was ready,
till....the nations were at peace.
God came when the heavens were unsteady,
and prisoners cried out for release.
God did not wait for the perfect time.
God came when the need was deep and great.
God dined with sinners in all their grime,
turned water into wine.
God did not wait til hearts were pure.
In joy God came to a tarnished world of sin and
doubt. To a world like ours of anguished shame
God came, and God’s light would not go out.
God came to a world which did not mesh,
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.
In the mystery of the Word made Flesh,
the Maker of the stars was born.
We cannot wait till the world is sane
to raise our songs with joyful voice,
for to share our grief, to touch our pain,
God came with Love: Rejoice Rejoice!
~ Madeline l’Engle

Women’s
Fellowship
Women’s Fellowship
Wednesday January 9th at 11:30am
Please bring a bag lunch. We will make plans for
the rest of the year.
Our February Women's Fellowship meeting will
be held Wednesday February 13th at 11:30
am. Please bring a bag lunch. Our program will
be "Books Sandwiched In". The book is entitled
"The President is Missing” by Bill Clinton and
James Patterson.
Other Meetings will be March 13, 2018, April 10,
2018 and May 8, 2018.

Hats, scarves, mittens &
gloves!
Women’s Fellowship continues to
collect hats, scarves, mittens, and gloves in
Fellowship Hall. Donations will be delivered to
the Salvation Army and local elementary schools.

Do you have a favorite
crèche or nativity scene?
Please plan to bring it to church on January 6th to
share during fellowship following worship.

Sunday School resumes on
Sunday, January 13th.
It will not be held on Sunday, January 27th due to
the school holiday.

Faith Formation is looking for two additional
teachers to team with current teachers for the
spring semester.
God Squad meets on Sunday, January 27th.
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Transition Team
Happy New Year! Your Transition Team has been hard at work for the last 6 weeks and we’d like to bring
you up to date about what we’ve done so far.
First we met with Rev. Dr. Marsha Williams from the Susquehanna Association of the United Church of Christ,
who will be guiding us through the process of finding just the right interim pastor.
Next we wrote an Interim Job description, which includes information about our church, our community and our
priorities. Ministers who are looking for interim positions will want to know a little about us, just as we want to
know about them. We have also created some questions that we feel are important to ask an applicant. We have
sent all this information to Rev. Williams who will make some recommendations to us.
The next step is to set up some phone interviews with some of the applicants so we can each decide if we are a
good fit. Once we have a few strong applicants, we will meet with those we feel might be the best candidate for
us. Our final choice will be drawn from this group.
In the meantime, our committee was pleased with Rev. Gary McCaslin’s offer to remain as Supply Pastor
through Sunday, March 3, if needed, in order to provide continuity for the congregation in worship. Thank you
Gary! Remember that this is a process and it takes time. We may not have an interim pastor in place until early
March. We thank you for your patience and we promise to keep you informed.
The members of the Transition Team are: Jill VanDewoestine, Gary McCaslin, Laurelyn Simons,
Ed Reif, Sue McMaster, Rachel Hofstetter and Debby Perry

Mission and Outreach
Thank you, congregation, for your response
to our December mission, the Christmas
Fund. We have collected $953 for this
UCC charity which is one of our 5 for 5
contributions.
Our January mission is the Corning Meals
on Wheels. So many of us are volunteers for
this worthy cause assuring that no senior in
Steuben County goes hungry. Dave Smith
will speak to us on January 13 to keep us
updated on progress and current financial
needs.
We are still looking for your suggestions for
the month of February. Please let one of us
know if there is a special charity that is
important to you. Currently our thinking is
that we would like to have a mission night
with a speaker. It was so informative and
fun last year. Again, thank you so much for
your generosity. This church really makes a
difference in our world.
Margo Brown , Star Bright, Evie Lewis ,
Gina Burdick

Administrative Support
Volunteer opportunities abound!
Several of our Ministry Teams are looking for volunteers to
help with special projects and ongoing activities:
 Worship Team would welcome more folks to help with
planning services, recruiting volunteers for liturgists &
ushers, and scheduling pulpit supply. See Jan Kostolansky or
Anne McCaslin for more information.
 Sunday School teachers – would like two additional
folks to help, for any class (Pre-K through 1st, 2nd-5th, and
Middle School). All materials are provided, and the
commitment is shared with current teachers. See Chris
Wilkin for more details.
 Blair Bigler Perry concert team – 2-3 people to identify
possible performances, plan and publicize the event. The
event is usually held in May but timing is flexible. See any
member of the AST if you are interested.
 Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper – we need a few people
to coordinate this activity with Emanuel Lutheran, First
Presbyterian, and Christ Episcopal. Please see any member
of the AST if you are interested in leading this.
 Membership – the membership team would like some
additional volunteers as well to help generate ideas for
identifying and encouraging new members. See Bruce Graf
and Karen Madison for more information.
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The Mailbag!

Birthdays!

Dear Joyce & Women’s Fellowship,
Thank you so very much for your donation of hats and gloves. How
amazing to have these hand-crafted items to keep our children warm. They
will be helpful to our little ones who aren’t always warm on these cold
winter days! We truly appreciate your generosity!
Sincerely,
Lori Wood, RN, School Nurse
Dear First Congregational United Church of Christ,
The Salvation Army in Corning is certifying that we received from you a
donation on November 30, 2018 of $216 to keep Doing the Most Good.
We want to thank you for the donation and we appreciate your care and
generosity to The Salvation Army and the community of Corning and
Steuben County.
We are praying for many blessings for you and your family.
God bless you!

2nd
5th
6th
7th
10th
14h
15th
17th
18th
20th
22nd
24th

Don Keck
Sue McMaster
Jill VanDewoestine
Tom Wilkinson
Lucille Gorton
Matthew Reif
Diane Legendre
Bentley Denison
Jennifer Long
Cooper Grinnell
Angela Allis
Steve Grinnell
Gwen Zimmermann
Dave Howard
Mary Daly
Cory Fisher

Capt. Raul Rivera, Corps Officer
The Salvation Army Corning Corps

26th
27th
28th

Dear First Congregational UCC,

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Corning Community Food Pantry, the Board of Directors
and the people we serve, I would like to thank you for the donation from
the special September Mission/Outreach collection.

Thank you so much for
remembering me at Christmas.
I always appreciate your
generosity, and my husband
does too since I usually make
sure to take him out to dinner
at one of our favorite local
restaurants!

Unfortunately, the need to assist our neighbors with food continues to be
steady in our area. In October of 2017, the pantry moved into the new
facility on east Corning Road, and we continue to expand the offerings
that we provide. According to the Food Bank of the Southern Tier which
serves Broome, Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben, Tioga and Tompkins
Counties in the State of New York we are the #2 pantry in terms of people
served and we are #1 in Steuben County.
Thank you very much for your continuing effort to support our mission to
feed those in need.
Sincerely,
Dianne Box

I am so happy to consider
myself part of your wonderful
faith family!
Happy New Year,
Brenda Passmore,
Your Administrative Assistant!
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Community Events at First Congregational UCC
Books Sandwiches In, a lunchtime series of book talks from Friends of the
Southeast Steuben County Library meets here at First Congregational UCC
Each year in January and February, the Friends of the Southeast Steuben County Library present a
lunchtime series of book talks featuring local speakers reviewing notable new works of fiction and nonfiction.
Book talks are held on Wednesdays at the First Congregational Church (171 W. Pulteney St. in Corning) from
12:10 -1 pm. The talks are open to the general public and free of charge. Beverages are provided and attendees
are invited to bring a bagged lunch.
Jan. 16: The Soul of America by Jon Meacham, reviewed by Leslie Danks Burke.
Jan. 23: My Dear Hamilton: A Novel of Eliza Schuyler Hamilton by Stephanie Dray and Laura
Kamoie, reviewed by Cathy Patterson.
Jan. 30: Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover, reviewed by Gwen Feldman.
Feb. 6: The Power by Naomi Alderman, reviewed by Louise Sullivan-Blum.
Feb. 13: The President is Missing by James Patterson & Bill Clinton, reviewed by Bill Boland.
Feb. 20: The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben, reviewed by Akiva Silver.

Corning Area Aging in Place Meeting
Winter Concert: Night and Day
Saturday, January 12, 2019 | 2 p.m.
Snow date: Sunday, January 13 | 2 p.m.
Free and open to the public. Reception to follow.
First Congregational United Church of Christ
Night and Day.
Opposites. Each
leading into the other.
They are how we keep
track of the passing of
time. They create the
rhythm of our lives.
We celebrate and sing
about the shift from
light to dark and to light again with pieces from
Samuel Barber, Gabriel Faure, Franz Schubert,
The Beatles, Duke Ellington, and of course,
Cole Porter.

Thursday, January 17th at 10 a.m.
Charlotte Dugan will speak to us about Bampa’s House,
the Corning-Painted Post
area’s only non-profit
comfort care home.
Bampa’s House is a home
where the terminally ill can
spend the final days of their
lives receiving
compassionate care in a
peaceful, home-like
environment.
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Community Groups Who Meet at First Congregational UCC
THANK GOD FOR EVOLUTION
The First Congregational Church offers space to a group that might
be considered heretical to many staunch Christian believers. The
group is called Thank God for Evolution or TGFE for short.
Participants often refer to ideas in the book Thank God for
Evolution (2008) by Rev Michael Dowd as the initial stimulus for
the first gathering over ten years ago.
With these words ~ wherever you are on your spiritual journey you are welcome ~ FCC invites people with an
all or a questioning faith to worship. TGFE is simply a place where a discussion about each person’s spiritual
journey can take place in a safe and supportive environment. The primary objective is not to convert or
convince one way of believing over another, but to simply encourage a dialogue about the ways modern
science has altered beliefs once thought to be eternal. Everyone is welcome.

TGFE meets the first Sunday of each month, 3-5pm
First Congregational UCC Church Hall
(one week later if a holiday or another conflict gets in the way)
Our next three meetings are January 6, February 10 and March 3.
If you wish to be placed on the email reminder list or you would like more information, you are invited to
contact Rev. McCaslin in person or at garymccaslin@gmail.com.

Caregivers for People with Mental Illness Support Group
In the US, nearly one in four adults will experience an episode of mental illness. Whether this illness is mild or
severe, temporary of chronic, family and friends of people with mental illness can struggle to help their loved
ones. The Caregivers for People with Mental Illness support group provides a place where we can talk about
our struggles in a caring, confidential atmosphere. By discussing our shared experiences, we provide help and
hope. Participants have found strength and healing, and something they can count on when all else in their
lives seems hopeless.

We meet the third Monday of each month from 7:00 to 8:30.
If you would like more information, please contact Gina Burdick or Jill VanDewoestine.

Beyond the groups above, (The Southeast Steuben County
Library, The Women’s Chorale, Corning Area Aging in Place,
Thank God For Evolution, Caregivers for People with Mental
Illness), we share our facilities with many others groups such
as The Scottish American Society, Parents With Pride,
Alcoholics Anonymous, Brass Works, Sister Cities
Association of Corning, NY and many more. To find out
more about any of these groups, please contact the office.
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Photo Gallery
It was a busy November! On
Sunday, November 4th Pastor
Marraine confirmed Aiden
Wilken and Peter Zimmerman.
On Sunday, November 11th
Pastor Marraine baptized
Camden Conklin, confirmed
Graham Simons and Christian
Bratti and welcomed Noelle
Conklin into membership.
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Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the
Calendar/Events tab for the most up-to-date version.
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