The Caller

1

Our mission is to create and nurture a family of Faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ.

I shared in worship on December 21st that the winter solstice has always been an
important day in my family. In the passive solar house where I grew up we would often
mark the farthest point the sun reached on both the summer and winter solstices. Reaching the winter solstice meant days would be getting longer and we’d gradually get more
warmth from the sun. Since the age of five I have attended one of the Christmas Revels
celebrations around the country almost every year, where the “Shortest Day” poem by
Susan Cooper is read at every performance. Christmas is intimately tied into the Winter
Solstice for me and not simply because there is a historical connection.
A recent New York Times Op Ed entitled, “Bring on the Dark: Why We Need
the Winter Solstice” only reinforces my respect for this time of the year. In the darkest
days of the year, we learn of the birth of the baby Jesus who brings light to the world.
The solstice is passed, the baby is born, and light comes to the darkness. We can opt to
rush towards the light and attempt to hasten its arrival like crowds advancing on a mall
on Black Friday or we can walk prayerfully towards the lengthening of days.
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As we celebrate the Sundays of Christmas, the New calendar year, and Epiphany,
I pray that each of us will find time to find Sabbath in the darkness as much as we find
hope in the lengthening of days. We hear the comforting words of scripture. “Be not
afraid.” For behold, I bring you good news of great joy.”
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Indeed a baby has been born whose guiding star lights our way in the darkness
and brings us peace in the chaos.
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Intentionally spending time in the dark and being mindful of the Sabbath rest that
the darkness brings can bring our bodies and minds back into better balance. There is a
theory that if you camp outside for two weeks without artificial light that your body’s
rhythms will rest to where they should be. Darkness may be uncomfortable, but it is not
necessarily a bad thing.

Blessings, Pastor Marraine
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. Budget for 2015 – Including every committee’s wish list is a
challenge as we compile a balanced budget for 2015. We expect to
have a budget for the congregation to study by January 11, 2015,
which will be two weeks before the Annual Meeting, January 25th.
If you have not yet turned in a pledge, it would be very helpful if
you could do that soon, so we may complete our deliberations.
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. Roof concerns – An asbestos test of our roof revealed a positive
result – which of course isn’t actually good. This is in the original
layer, but not in the rolled roof which was put on in 1981.
However, we will let it remain as we continue our investigation
into the best course of action towards replacing the rolled
membrane – better known as EPDM. We are using a consultant
to guide us through this process. When all the information is
gathered we plan to hold a congregational meeting to explain
all the details and to discuss how we proceed.
.Treasurer -Of great concern to the Trustees is the coming
resignation in the fall of Margo Brown, our beloved and
dedicated Treasurer for the past 22 years. Probably few of us
would undertake so responsible a task as this with no remuneration
for the countless hours, commitment to accuracy and honesty that
the position entails. The Nominating Committee will try to find a
replacement by this summer, so that Margo will be able to explain
all facets of the job to whomever takes on this role. Trustees owe
Margo a huge debt of gratitude for her years of service to this
church.
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROGRESS
Receipts through December 7, 2014:

$86,765
4,350
52,427
10,900
229
1,000
$68,906

Women’s Fellowship

Jan. 14

Expenses paid through October:
Dishwasher
Windows (100%)
Sidewalk replacement
Paint/painting supplies
Painter (windows)

Annual Meeting

Jan. 25

Total expenses:

Community Garden Meeting Jan. 14

Pastor’s Office Hours
Mon.: Quiet sermon & worship preparation.
Tues.–Thurs.: appointments and visits
Fri.& Sat.: days off except for church
events.
Pastor’s cell phone (607)368-6131,
but please call between 9am and 9pm.

Cash on hand available for other projects:

$17,859

A reminder that the Capital Campaign runs from January 1, 2014 –
December 31, 2016. Our original pledged amount was $170,000.
We have received slightly over 50% of the pledged amount during
this first year of our campaign. Thank you to everyone who has
either paid their pledge in full or who is continuing to make timely
payments.
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Called to Care Classes

Sunday Morning Volunteers Needed!

This spring we offered a class to people of the
congregation to enhance skills to visit and care for
other members of the congregation. The purpose
of the class is to build a congregational care team
who will share the visitation schedules with Pastor Marraine.
The class was such a success that we will be offering it
again in the Winter starting in February. We will also be
inviting people from other churches to participate.
Contact Pastor Marraine if you are interested in
participating in the class. Classes will be on Tuesday
evenings from 5-7pm from Feb. 3rd through March 17th.

Please take a moment to look at your calendars and
sign up for Sunday morning volunteer opportunities.
We have immediate needs for the next month. Also - if
you are feeling adventurous and know your schedule,
there are dates available through next fall. http://
bit.ly/19UDYBG.

The 2015 Flower Chart

Community Garden
Please join us to discuss the next steps for
a community church garden on this
church’s property Wed., January 14th at
6pm at the First Congregational United
Church of Christ.

Please sign up to give Sunday altar
flowers. The chart is posted in the
Fellowship Hall on the North hallway Church Membership
wall. The cost of the flowers will
remain at $25.00. The flowers can
be given to honor or in memory of
a special person, celebrate a special
event, wedding, birthday, anniversary, If you have questions about church membership . . .
If you have been coming for awhile and want to know
or any other occasion you wish.
more . . . Please join us after worship on Sun., Feb. 1st
Many thanks to everyone who has
for a church membership inquiry gathering.
signed up in the past and
Deacons offering for January 2015
for signing up in 2015.
- Joyce Nelson, Flower Chair
Central Steuben County is a
Bath Area
rural community with very
Family
The Annual Meeting
Resource Center few resources for families of
Please join us for the church’s annual Connecting families,
young children. The Bath
meeting Sunday, January 25th.
schools & communities
Area Family Resource Center
In 2013 and 2014 we worked the
(BAFRC) fills a great need in
annual meeting into the Sunday
that it provides a wonderful drop-in center where
morning worship service. That
parents and caregivers can drop by with their children
worked very well in many respects
to play, learn, socialize and network in a supportive
and we may return to that again at some point. For
and empowering environment. This helps reduce the
this annual meeting we will once again be meeting
isolation that often leads to child abuse. The Center
after worship, but with a few modifications to our
also provides a great variety of more formal parenting
traditional pattern. We will be meeting in fellowship
education programs as well as family fun events.
hall directly after worship with the chairs and tables
The Center is a member of ProAction’s Family Enricharranged in a circular pattern to promote discusment Collaborative and receives in-kind services from
sion. The agenda for the meeting will include the
review of the annual reports which will be distributed Bath Central Schools. Sixty percent of its funding
comes from DSS while forty percent must be raised
in the weeks prior, election of the nominating slate,
locally through private donations, fundraising events
and the budget as well as standard annual meeting
and local foundations. (Maria Quintal coordinated this
items. Likely we will also be discussing the capital
program for six years, from its infancy, and averaged
campaign and current trustee projects, the Advisory
3,400 visits per year.) Thank you for your support.
visioning process, and Pastor Marraine’s sabbatiEvery dollar helps.
cal. Because there is potentially a lot on the agenda,
we will do our best to keep worship to no more than
an hour. That said, please plan accordingly for that
day so that you can participate as fully as possible
Griefshare will resume for its last two sessions on
in this important meeting in the life of the First
Tuesday January 13th and the 20th.
Congregational United Church of Christ in Corning.
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Here’s a big thank you to everyone who participated in the Jesse
Tree Christmas Pageant on December 14. THANK YOU!
Cast: Bob Garrett, Gwen Zimmerman, Peter Zimmerman, Dean
Simons, Graham Simons, Pam Schmitt, Morgan Dahlman, Sophie
McMaster, Beth Briggs, Barb Cooper, Phinn Barber
Animals: Mira Simons, Bryn Simons, Christine McGrew, Pearl Cooper,
Marion Cooper, Patrick McGrew, Tess Barber
Director: Patricia Edgecomb
Theme: Pastor Marraine
Fellowship Hour: CE Committee
Jesse Tree Ornaments: Youth Group Special Music: Dick Perry, Ruth Bruning, Christine McGrew
Assistants: Mary Daly, Bob Walker, Tom McGrew, Laurelyn Simons
Props: Jeff Demerritt …and anyone who participated whose name was inadvertently omitted!

Sunday School Curriculum
Continuing in January, we will be offering our new curriculum for the under eighteen set. Our Pre
K to second grade and third grade to fifth grade classes will be using the Shine Curriculum. You
can see an example of the shine curriculum at https://shinecurriculum.com. Our youth, most of
whom are confirmed, will be joining the congregation for worship on the first and third Sundays
and gathering for class on the second and fourth Sundays. They will be using the Caffeine series for youth
published by the United Church of Christ. The first book is “Caffeine and Courage.” It offers topics for
discussion which can be done independently.

Sunday School Schedule
Sunday School is every Sunday during worship after Kinder Tinder. January 4th is an activity for children of
all ages. Sunday School classes resume on January 11th. We will be finishing the fall curriculum in January.
The next series will begin February 1st.
Youth Group will meet every Sunday 6-7pm.

Let’s buy a Cow!
Every Sunday morning during Kinder Tinder we pass a fuzzy cow bank nestled in a basket to
receive offering. Do you know the story behind the cow? The Kinder Tinder offerings are
collected for Heifer Project International. Heifer Project is a nonprofit organization which
began 70 years ago. They empower families to turn hunger and poverty into hope and prosperity
– but our approach is more than just giving them a handout. Heifer links communities and helps
bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to areas with a long history of poverty. The animals
provide partners with both food and reliable income, as agricultural products such as milk, eggs
and honey can be traded or sold at market. This church has led three mission trips to Heifer
Project International’s Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA to learn firsthand about their mission and
care for animals. To learn more about the way Pass on the Gift works, https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fDIedFMSN64.
For a number of years during Kinder Tinder we have collected money to save toward purchasing an
animal through Heifer Project. We are very close to being able to buy a cow at $500.
Help us buy a cow for a community in need!

Adult Faith Formation – Survey extended
There has been a bit of discussion about increasing adult faith formation (Christian Education) offerings. In order to help guide us towards the best offerings, I have put together a
survey. Our faith formation is a lifelong process. In order to help Pastor Marraine and
the Christian Education committee discern topics for adult study endeavors at First
Congregational United Church of Christ Corning, please complete the following online
survey. http://bit.ly/1qm8Ys3. It is a google form. If your system or e-mail does not allow
for google, please let me know. We can also make paper copies available for those without
e-mail.
-Pastor Marraine
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Our Women’s Fellowship group collected hats, mittens, and scarves for kids at
Winfield School in November. They were so appreciated that we decided to
continue our collection to donate to other local schools. So please continue to
bring in mittens, hats, and scarves! Our main event in December was the Great
Cookie Bake and Exchange, when the women baked and packed cookies for our
homebound members The Fellowship also shared cookies among themselves
(gave a few to the pastor and secretary) and enjoyed a tasty lunch.
Women's Fellowship meets monthly, usually on the second Wednesday of the
month at 11:30 a.m. to share a potluck lunch and an entertaining program or mission
project. All women of the church are invited! Our next meeting is January 18th.

January Worship Themes
In the Fall of 2014, our church switched
from the Revised Common Lectionary to the
Narrative Lectionary which was developed by
theologians at Luther Seminary over the last
decade with the goal to increase biblical
literacy. In the fall we covered many of the
major stories of the Old Testament as well as
selections from the prophets. In January, we
dive into the Gospel of Matthew. The Gospel
of Matthew will be our focus through Easter.
January 4
Matthew 2:13-23
Epiphany
January 11
Matthew 3:1-17
Baptism of Christ Sunday
January 18
Matthew 4:1-17
Living With Temptation
January 25
Matthew 5:1-20
Living With Righteousness

2nd
4th
5th
6th
7th
10th
14h
15th
17th

Greeting, pinning, and signing
Lately we have had an increase of visitors.
1) Keep being your friendly, kind selves. Something
seems to be working.
2) Please remember to wear your name tags on Sunday
morning to help visitors. Remember you only have one
name to learn. It may take them a little while to learn the
names of our great cast of characters.
3) By far the best way to get the most contact information
from our guests– and correct spelling of names – is
through the Friendship pads. They are crucial in helping
Pastor Marraine and the deacons follow up on their visits.
Please lead by example and fill out the friendship pad so
that we make sure to follow up on visits.
4) There are still a number of rainbow comma pins.
They are a great way to celebrate our Open and Affirming
status. Let the church office know if you would like us to
set one aside for you.

Don Keck
Frank Klane
Sue McMaster
Jill VanDewoestine
Lorraine King
Lucille Gorton
Matthew Reif
Diane Legendre
Bentley Denison

20th
22nd
24th
25th
26th

Cooper Grinnell
Angela Allis
Steve Grinnell
Ben Mertus
David Howard
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A huge THANK YOU to the Congregation for your participation in our 2014
Christmas Salvation Army collections. You generously gave 51 items for the
Mitten Tree, 169 food/miscellaneous items for the Food Collection, and donated 35
gifts to the Children’s After School Program Angel Tree. The Salvation Army and
the children were very appreciative of your generosity. With thanks. The Deacons

Thank you to the Choir
A very warm thank you to the Choir, under the direction of Dick Perry, for their
wonderful Christmas Musical Offering that was presented during worship on
December 21, 2014. The congregation was treated to a fine selection of seasonal
music that added much to our celebration of Christmas. And a special thank you to
our organist, Eleanor Perry, for her excellent accompaniment.

Mail
Dear Lucille Gorton and the Women’s Fellowship,
On behalf of the Winfield Street Elementary School community, I am writing this letter to thank you for the
presentation of hats, gloves, and socks for the children of our school.
It is through gestures such as yours that children in need of warm winter clothing will have something to meet
their basic needs during this wintry time of year. We will certainly distribute these items to those children
and families in need. Thank you again for your support of our school community.
Sincerely
Jennifer Batzing, Principal
Karen Benjamin, School Social Worker

Dear Women’s Fellowship,
One of the perks of being church secretary is the ability to throw a quick thank you note into The Caller. I felt
the need to do so after I enjoyed yet another delicious lunch with your group yesterday. But the thanks goes
beyond the appreciation I feel each time you extend your friendly invitation to join you for lunch, and
includes those delicious cookies you gave me. My husband and I hadn’t done any Christmas baking yet, so
we were really craving some homemade treats. What a good time we had feasting on a few cookies. Nice of
me to save him a couple instead of eating them all in the office!!
Very Sincerely,
Brenda

The Family of Robert Haskins wish to thank you for letting us use your reception hall for the celebration of
Robert’s life. Special thanks to Darlene Schieber in making it possible.
Diane & Doug Haskins,

The Caller
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Church Events
Family Friday Fellowship – Yankee Swap
January 2, 2014, 5-7pm
Come celebrate Epiphany and learn about traditions around the world with your family
at the church. Pastor Marraine will make a King Cake with prizes inside. The Youth
Group will host a Yankee Swap. Please bring a gift-wrapped item from home for the
swap. It must be something you already own - the funnier the better! We will also have
board games available. Please bring a pasta dish, salad or drinks to share.

Un-hanging of the Greens
Sunday, January 4th, after the Soup Luncheon
The sanctuary has been beautiful this Christmas
season, but seasons change and it’s time to Un-hang the Greens.
Please stay after the Soup Luncheon to help pack-up until it’s Advent time again!

Save the dates!
~January 4
~February 1
~March 1
We will be offering soup luncheons after worship. Please join us!

January 25, 2015

The annual meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, January 25, 2015
It is an important meeting with the
approval of 2014 reports, election of
officers and the approval of the 2015
Budget on the agenda.
Please forward your reports to the
office by Friday, January 9th.

Pastor Marraine
will be at
Soulful Cup,
81 W Market Street in
Corning for

Community Office Hours
Tuesday, Jan. 27th, 9-11am &
Wednesday, Jan. 28, 3-5pm
Come by to visit.
Stop in for a warm drink.
Bring a friend or colleague to
meet her.
Sit and chat with
church members and friends.

Wed., January 14th
11:30 am
Please join us for a
luncheon followed by a
presentation from Shirley
Michaluk about her art.
Please plan to join us and
bring a couple cans of food
to donate to the
food pantry!
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UCC News
Call to Ecclesiastical Council for Gary Smith
Sunday, January 4th at 3:00pm at
East Side Congregational Church in Binghamton
The polity of the United Church of Christ dictates that once a person has been called
to their first ordainable call that Committee on Authorized Ministry organizes an ecclesiastical council. At that event the candidate presents part of their ordination paper
which has been distributed to clergy and delegates of the association prior to the meeting. Under the guidelines of the Susquehanna Association to which we belong delegates from the churches and pastors each will be given two opportunities to question
the candidate. The Ecclesiastical Council is the last big step on the path towards ordination. It is also a great
opportunity to see the polity of the United Church of Christ in action. Gary Smith has been under the guidance
of Pastor Marraine for the last eighteen months. Gary provided pulpit supply for us on February 23rd, 2014.
Please let Pastor Marraine know if you would like to attend.

Community Events
Family Planning Advocates Day of Action
Join Us, January 26, for FPA's
Day of Action in Albany
You'll be with dozens of clergy, including Pastor Marraine and Gary
McCaslin and hundreds of activists, at the Albany Capitol for Family
Planning Advocates Day of Action on January 26, 2015.The day
includes remarks by top state policy makers, workshops on breaking
developments and meetings with legislators who hear all too much from a
religious opposition that happily presents itself as the ultimate voice of
faith. Planned Parenthood of the
Southern Tier sponsors a bus that runs from this area. http://www.ppaction.org/site/PageNavigator/
ny_fpanys_doa_2015_registration.html

Cabin Fever Quilt Retreat
Fri, Feb 6, 2015 6:00pm - Sun, Feb 8, 2015 12:00pm
POSTCARDS: A Remembrance Quilt:
This year’s class features the quilt commissioned for Wisconsin’s Statewide Shop Hop. In it,
we take rectangular motifs that have been fussy-cut out of the specialty fabric of your choice
and turn them into squares that can then be set together in a traditional block arrangement. The design created by the setting blocks serves to further frame your specialty fabric.
What is so much fun about this design is the possibilities! Use rectangles of plain fabric and
embellish them with signatures, turning it into an Album Quilt (great for weddings, graduations, or reunions!),
or fill them with quotes for an Inspirational Quilt.... how about doing some photo transfers for a really special
keepsake.... or fussy cut motifs from children’s prints to make a Story Quilt. What ideas can you come up with?
The class sample is a wall-hanging size (41” x 41”) but instructions include multiple sizes so you can make the
size of your choice
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
1

Fri
2

The office will be closed January 1st & 2nd
for the New Year’s Holiday.

4
10am Worship
& Commun-

5

6

Unhang
Greens

5:30 Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

11
10:00am Worship
5-7pm Youth Group

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

12
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5:30 Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

18
10:00am Worship
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30 Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

7

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Deacon’s Mtg.
7:00pm

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

NAMI Mtg.
7pm

14
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

GriefShare
1-2:30pm
Trustee’s Mtg.
7:00pm

19

20

Women’s
Fellowship 11:30am
Community Garden Mtg.
6pm

21

26

10:00am Worship
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30 Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

16

27

Advisory Mtg.
7pm

10

7:00pm AA

17

10am CAAIP

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

22

7:00pm AA

23

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

Community Office
Hours Soulful Cup
9-11am
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

15

Deadline for items for
the annual report7:00pm

7:00pm AA

24

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

GriefShare
1-2:30pm

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

25

9

Trustee’s
Budget Mtg.
5:30pm

13

3
5-7pm

8

Sat

28
Community Office
Hours Soulful Cup
3-5pm

29

7:00pm AA

30

31

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am
6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

7:00pm AA
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