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Our mission is to create and nurture a family of Faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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PastorMarraine’s Musings ~
With the candlelight of Christmas Eve and the festivities of Christmas behind
us, it is all too easy to move back into our daily routines and allow the miracle
of the Christ to wane in our daily lives. As the current year comes to a close
and the new year dawns, it is a perfect time to remind ourselves that Christmas
is not over. Not only do we have the remainder of the twelve days of
Christmas to celebrate with Epiphany to mark their completion, but the work of
Christmas continues throughout the year. I am reminded of a poem by Howard
Thurman, an influential American author, philosopher, theologian, educator
and civil rights leader.
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.
The text may seem familiar. It appears in an anthem known as
“When the Song of Angels is Stilled.” You can find a recording at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5xs_P-4ydtE.
Church, our work of Christmas begins anew every year.
May we find renewed spirit and sense of call in our mission of ministry.

Pastor Marraine
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday. 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
Fax:
(607)962-4035
E-mail:
ucc-corning@verizon.net
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor:
Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary:
Brenda Passmore

Dates
to issue:
Remember:
Inside this
Soup’s On!

Jan. 3

Women’s Fellowship

Jan. 6

Camp Songs

Jan. 10

Cabin Fever Luncheon

Jan. 10

Make Ahead Cooking

Jan. 23

Annual Meeting

Jan. 31

News from Trustees
ROOF PROJECT UPDATEThe flat white PVC roof has been completed. All six downspouts
have been custom made and are in place. The total cost of this
project is $52,300 which will come from the Capital Campaign
Fund. The roof project was approved by the manufacturer for a
20 year warranty. As work was completed on the flat portion, a
weakness in a valley, totally unconnected to the large flat roof
project, was discovered. The repair of that will be a separate work
order and will be repaired by Hale Roofing. (See photo on pg. 6)
WOMEN’S BATHROOM SINK – The sink has been replaced
and repair to the counter has been completed.
ELECTRICAL ISSUES – Two light fixtures in the kitchen have
been replaced by new energy efficient units that match the other
lights. Atrium lights have been worked on and are now
functional. The exterior lights by the large lawn sign are not
functioning. Once it is determined where gas and water lines
come into our building, we will have the lines going to the sign
dug up to locate the source of this problem. Hartman Electric is
our contractor for this repair.
BUDGETING FOR NEXT YEAR IS NEARLY COMPLETE If you have not returned your pledge card yet, please either mail it
to the office or better yet bring it to the next worship service and
place it in the collection plate. If you do not have a card, there are
extras in the Narthex or call the church office and one will be
mailed to you. Trustees greatly appreciate the generosity of our
congregation for the many times you have been asked to give this
past year. Whether it was for an additional 4th year of the capital
campaign, support for another UCC church, gifts to support
important programs in our community in the name of our retiring
Treasurer, as well as monthly Deacon offerings, you have been
most generous. Thank you all.

Office Hours:
The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month.
The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Annual Report” is
Tuesday, January 12th, 2016.

Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Available for appointments and visits.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Accessible by cell phone at 607-368-6131. Please avoid calling
before 9am or after 9pm unless it is an emergency.
(No home phone – there is a phone number in the local phone
book and on whitepages.com that is still listed from a cable
package in 2010, but has never been connected.)
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Nursery Person
In December, we hired a Corning Community
College student, Emily Notebeart, as our new
nursery staff person. Our hope is to supplement the
position with one other staff person so that they can
cover each other if they are away for the weekend.
In the meantime, our capable, lovely, friendly youth
will be covering when Emily can’t be with us.

Called to Care Class
Do you enjoy visiting people? Want to learn a little
more about visiting in the context of pastoral care?
Pastor Marraine will be offering a daytime Called
to Care class beginning in early February. This
class was offered in the evenings two years ago.
The members of that class have helped Pastor
Marraine with visitation since then.

Need for Prayer Shawls

The Youth Group Needs Pots!

Our Prayer Shawl box is
getting a little low. Winter is a
perfect time to curl up in front
of a movie or a radio show,
take out the yarn, and knit or
crochet a prayer shawl.
Please see Pastor Marraine if you have any questions.

6” gardening pots, that is. The Youth Group will sell
potted daffodils and tulips for indoor blooming
around Easter. You can increase their margin by
donating 6” plastic, clay, or ceramic gardening pots
and indoor potting mix (please, no soil) to the labeled
box under the coat rack.
The Youth Group thanks you!

A Place in the Pew
During the review
process of the church and
the pastor this year, the
youth group followed the
same process as the
boards. One of the
suggestions they made for the pastor was to start
sitting with people during the anthem rather than
sitting alone in one of the front pews. This is easy
enough to put into practice. So, slide over, snuggle
up to your neighbor, make room in your pew. You
may just be joined by a visitor or even the pastor.

Thank You to Our Singers & Musicians
A very warm thank you
to the Choir, under the
direction of Dick Perry,
for the wonderful Rutter
Christmas Music that was
presented during worship
on December 20, 2015.
The congregation was
treated to a fine selection of seasonal music that
added much to our celebration of Christmas. And a
special thank you to our organist, Eleanor Perry, for
her excellent accompaniment.

The 2016 Flower Chart

Community Office Hours
Pastor Marraine will be at Soulful Cup
Tuesday, January 19th – 9-11a.m. and
Wednesday, January 20th, 3-5pm.
Come by for a
warm drink and a
visit.
Bring a friend or
colleague to meet
her!

Please sign up to give Sunday altar
flowers. The chart is posted in the
Fellowship Hall on the North
hallway wall. The cost of the
flowers will remain at $25.00. The
flowers can be given to honor or in
memory of a special person,
celebrate a special event, wedding,
birthday, anniversary, or any other
occasion you wish.
Many thanks to everyone who has
signed up in the past and
for signing up in 2016.
- Joyce Nelson, Flower Chair
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Receipts through November:

$160,964

Expenses paid through Nov. 2015:
Dishwasher
Windows (100%)
Sidewalk replacement
Paint/painting supplies
Painter (windows)
Back entrance door
Paint for back
Architect fees
Hale Roofing (1st payment)
Total expenses:

4,350
52,427
10,900
229
1,000
6,960
64
1,031
41,000
$117,961

Cash on hand that is available for other projects:
$43,003
Thank you to everyone who has either completed
their pledge, is continuing to pay on their pledge,
and to those that have pledged to the 4th year of the
capital campaign.
As a reminder – the Capital Campaign began on
January 1, 2014 and concludes on December 31,
2017 for those that have made a 4th year pledge.
It concludes on December 2016 for those making a
3 year pledge
OTHER CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROJECTS –
As we come to the end of our roof project, Trustees
have discussed what projects to tackle next.
We decided to work on ~
•Brisco Lounge over the winter.
This is a project we can do on our own. It needs
to be given a fresh coat of paint first and then a
decision made about window treatments and
furniture.
Other projects to be tackled as we have the funds to
do so include ~
• parking lot (a fair weather project)
• flooring throughout the entrance area, hallway
and Fellowship Hall and Music Room
• pew cushion replacement
• folding door replacement;
• kitchen updates, etc.
If you would like to help paint Brisco Lounge,
please contact Jim Nelson or Judy Garrett.

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for

Sunday, January 31st after worship.
The Annual Congregational Meeting is an
important meeting with the approval of 2015
reports, election of officers and the approval of the
2016 Budget on the agenda. The Annual Report
will be available after worship January 17th so that
it may be reviewed before the Annual Meeting.
If you are responsible for writing a report,
please have it in no later than January 12th.
For this annual meeting we will once again be
meeting after worship, but with a few
modifications to our traditional pattern. We will
be meeting in fellowship hall directly after
worship with the chairs and tables arranged in a
circular pattern to promote discussion.
The agenda for the meeting will include the review
of the annual reports which will be distributed in
the weeks prior, election of the nominating slate,
and the budget as well as standard annual meeting
items. Likely we will also be discussing the
capital campaign and current trustee projects, the
Advisory visioning process including governance
transitions. Because there is potentially a lot on
the agenda, we will do our best to keep worship to
no more than an hour. That said, please plan
accordingly for that day so that you can participate
as fully as possible in this important meeting in the
life of the First Congregational United Church of
Christ in Corning.
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christian education
Sunday School Curriculum
Continuing in January, we will be offering our Sunday School curriculum for the under eighteen
set. Our Pre K to second grade and third grade to fifth grade classes will be using the Shine
Curriculum. You can see an example of the shine curriculum at https://shinecurriculum.com.
Our youth, most of whom are confirmed, will be joining the congregation for worship.
~No classes January 3rd; Classes begin January 10th. The nursery will be staffed.

What Matters to You?
With Christmas decorations still up, we're already planning for Easter.
Mark your calendar now for weekly gatherings during Lent -

Tuesdays from 10 am to noon
February 16 to March 22.
Each week focuses on a core theme of the United Church of Christ from the book

What Matters to You? Matters to Us by UCC minister Sidney Fowler.
Whether you come weekly or come once, you're welcome!

Donations for Kinder Tinder –
We bought a cow in 2015. Can we buy a goat this year???
Every Sunday morning during Kinder Tinder we pass a coffee can bank
hand painted by Pastor Marraine’s mother. The Kinder Tinder offerings are
collected for Heifer Project International. Heifer Project is a nonprofit
organization which began 70 years ago. They empower families to turn
hunger and poverty into hope and prosperity – but their approach is more
than just giving a handout. Heifer links communities and helps bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to
areas with a long history of poverty. The animals provide partners with both food and reliable income, as
agricultural products such as milk, eggs and honey can be traded or sold at market. This church has led three
mission trips to Heifer Project International’s Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA to learn firsthand about their
mission and care for animals. To learn more about the way Pass on the gift works, check https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDIedFMSN64.

Join the Make-Ahead Meals Cooking Group!
The January Make-Ahead Meals Cooking Group
will cook together in the church kitchen on

Saturday, January 23rd, starting at 9 am.
The purpose of Make-Ahead Meals is to enjoy fellowship, to gain cooking
skills, and to take home nutritious entrees to freeze and reheat. No cooking
experience is required. We will prepare several entrees, like casseroles and
stews. Your cost depends on the number of servings you order for the meal.
Registration is due by Thursday, January 21. Sign up in the Fellowship Hall
or contact the church office. Specify the number of servings and any dietary
restrictions. Registrants will be advised what storage containers to bring.
Contact Patricia Kapusta at 279-6849 for more information.
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We Have a New Banner!

Greeting, Pinning, and Signing

Lately we have had an increase of visitors.
It Reads: Be the Church, Protect the environment,
Care for the Poor, Embrace Diversity, Reject Racism,
Forgive Often, Love God, Fight for the powerless,
Share earthly and spiritual resources, enjoy this life.
In the fall of 2014 and the fall of 2015 our church was
invited to participate in the fall comedy event of
Corning Inc’s LGBT affiliate group SPECTRE. Each
year they put on an event and invite organizations
who support the LGBT community in the area. Our
church was invited to participate starting in 2013
shortly after we became an Open and Affirming
Congregation. For the last two years the event has
included a 50/50 raffle. Support organizations like
ours were given part of the proceeds from the raffle.
At the December deacon’s meeting we voted to use
the money received from that event over the last two
years to purchase the banner. At the very least it will
be used at next fall’s SPECTRE event. Beyond that
the options are endless. How might you use the
banner’s message to tell people about this church?

1) Keep being your friendly, kind selves.
Something seems to be working.
2) Please remember to wear your name tags on
Sunday morning to help visitors. Remember you
only have one name to learn. It may take them a
little while to learn the names of our great cast of
characters.
3) By far the best way to get the most contact
information from our guests– and correct spelling
of names – is through the Friendship pads. They
are crucial in helping Pastor Marraine and the
deacons follow up on their visits. Please lead by
example and fill out the friendship pad so that we
can follow up on visits.
4) There are still a number of
rainbow comma pins. They are a
great way to celebrate our Open
and Affirming status. Let the
church office know if you would
like us to set one aside for you.

What was Judy Garrett
doing with her camera
up on the church roof?
Looking for Santa?!
No! She was just
inspecting
First Congregational
UCC’s new flat roof!
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From the Mailbag....
Thank you for supporting my Minister-in-Training
experience at FCUCC in partial fulfillment of my
seminary program. I am absent from church until
January 17 for my wedding on December 27 and
then to Bethany Theological Seminary in
Richmond, IN for a two-week Bible course.
Thank you to Trustees and my church family for the
Christmas bonus check. It is a privilege and honor
to support various ministries of the church.
Welcome, 2016!
Patricia Kapusta
Women’s Fellowship Group,
Thank you so much for your generous donation of
the hats and mittens to Severn Elementary School!
We use these on a weekly basis to provide students
with these basic winter necessities.

Dear Friends at First Congregational UCC,
Thanks for everything!
Well, first I would definitely like to thank you for my
Christmas bonus check. You are a generous group and
the timing is handy! But for much more than that.
Leaving the church after worship on December 20th,
I felt riches that go way beyond just my check. You
know what I mean, the gifts you receive just by being a
part of this faith community– beautiful music, delicious
coffee hour snacks, fellowship, friendship, laughter,
and of course, I can’t forget, intellectual and spiritual
growth as well! I feel blessed to be a part of your lives
and your church!
Thanks for all the support and fun I receive all year
long!!! Happy 2016!
Brenda Passmore,
Secretary

Thank you! Mrs. Stefani, School Nurse
Dear UCC church family,
Thank you so much for the very generous Christmas bonus. It was so thoughtful of you to think of me.
What an honor it is to lead our talented bell choir.
I also want to wish all of you a joyous holiday season.
Musically yours,
Liane Watson
My deep appreciation to the First Congregational United Church of Christ of Corning this season.
First of all, thank you very much for the monetary gift presented on December 20th. Most importantly though,
my family and I are deeply grateful for your blessing in giving me Christmas Eve off to spend in Maine with my
family during this first Christmas after my mom’s death. This is indeed a tribute to your strength as a church
that you support me in such a fashion.
Continued blessings to all of you as the Christmas season continues.
Pastor Marraine

January Birthdays
2nd
5th
6th
7th
10th
14h
15th

Don Keck
Sue McMaster
Jill VanDewoestine
Lorraine King
Lucille Gorton
Matthew Reif
Diane Legendre

17th
18th
20th
22nd
24th
24th
25th

Bentley Denison
Jennifer Long
Cooper Grinnell
Angela Allis
Steve Grinnell
Walt Iddings
Ben Mertus
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Church Events
The annual meeting is
scheduled for
Sunday, January 31, 2015.

It is a meeting with the approval of 2015 reports, election of
officers, and the approval of the 2016 Budget on the agenda.
Please forward your reports to the office by
Tuesday, January 12th.

Camp Song Sunday
Sunday, January 10th, 9:30 am.

Do you like to sing?
Have you ever been to church camp ?
Join Pastor Marraine and a few other
church camp veterans to learn and
share a few camp songs.
We will gather in the Fellowship Hall
at 9:30 am and break for worship at
9:50 am.
Join us to raise your voice
and have some fun.

Soup Luncheons
We are once again offering soup luncheons on the

First Sundays of January, February, and March.
Michael Simons is rounding up the men of the church to chop, slice, cook,
stir, and serve delicious homemade soup. There will be donation baskets to
cover the cost of the supplies. Any proceeds will be donated to the Corning
Community Food Pantry.

The next Women’s Fellowship meeting will be Thursday, January 6th at 11:30 am.
All women of the church are welcome. Bring a brown bag lunch!
We’ll be making plans for the New Year and finalizing plans for our

Cabin Fever Luncheon
to be held following the church service on

Sunday January 10, 2015.
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First
Congregational
United Church
of Christ
12 •13 •15

10

First
Congregational
UCC Choir
Presentation
12 •20 •15

Advent Candle lighting with Betty
Bissmeyer and Barbara Cooper .

Kinder Tinder featuring FCUCC’s
children and Pastors Marraine and
Gary!

Our delightful secretary
Brenda reads flawlessly from
the book of Luke.
She obviously also
wrote this caption!

Community Events
Family Planning Advocates Day of Action
Join Us, January 25, for FPA's Day of Action in Albany
You'll be with dozens of clergy and hundreds of activists at the Albany
Capitol for Family Planning Advocates Day of Action on January 25,
2016.The day includes remarks by top state policy makers, workshops on
breaking developments and meetings with legislators who hear all too much
from a religious opposition that happily presents itself as the ultimate voice
of faith. Planned Parenthood of the Southern Tier sponsors a bus that runs from this area.
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2016

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

7:00pm AA

3

4

10:00am Worship &
Communion
Soups On!

5
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

6
Deacon’s Mtg.
7:00pm

7

8

Women’s Fellowship
11:30 am

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

9
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

4pm Ev Spir. Group
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

9:30am Camp Songs!
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

10:00am Worship
Cabin Fever Lunch
5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

17

18
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

24

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

31
10:00am Worship

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30pm Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA

Trustee’s Mtg.
7:00pm

10:00am Worship

10:00am Worship

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

Annual Report
article

19

20

Community
Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
9-11am

Community
Office Hours
at Soulful Cup
3-5pm

21

22

23 9:00 am Make Meals

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

7:00pm AA

Nami 7:00pm

25

26
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Caller
article

27

28

29

30
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