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February 2018

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
Pastor Marraine’s Musing.......
Our Lenten season this year begins on Valentine’s
Day with Ash Wednesday and ends with Easter falling
on April Fools’ Day. At first glance it may be a little
difficult to reconcile both of these secular holidays
with the high holy Christian holidays that share the
date this year. When we typically think of Valentine’s Day we
might think of hearts, candy, chocolates, Valentine’s Day cards,
and maybe even a special outing. April Fool’s Day brings to mind
jokes and tricks.

Our mission is to create
and nurture a family of
faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

So this year we find the Lenten stories of Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection falling between love and jokes. As strange as it may
sound, there is some validity to the placement this year. As somber
as Ash Wednesday is, it is meant to be a reminder of Jesus’ love
for us in the midst of our own mortality. It is a relational journey
with Jesus through these forty days. It is loving both Jesus and
oneself with such intentionality as to head off toward the unknown.
As we travel through Lent together, I ask you to be intentional
about your reflection on the biblical texts shared later in this
newsletter. Join us for worship. Join us for the ecumenical study
series. Rather than giving something up, I challenge you to take
something on such as a dedicated time each day for prayer or
reading a devotional book.
When we reach the celebrations of Easter, remember that the
resurrection was one of the most unexpected events that we have
ever known. Although it may not offer the silliness of a practical
joke, it was the best surprise we could have ever gotten. Allow
yourself to celebrate that joy fully and embrace resurrection in
your live for all of the ways that it can offer new life.
Blessings,

Pastor Marraine
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!

FEBRUARY WORSHIP TEXTS
Feb 4
Feb 11
Feb 14
Feb 18
Feb 25

Isaiah 40:21–31, Mark 1:29–39
Jazz Sunday
Ash Wednesday
Genesis 9: 8-17, Mark 1:9-15,
Romans 4:13-25, Mark 8:31-38

Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday: 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
E-mail: office@corningucc.org
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor: Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary: Brenda Passmore

Dates
to issue:
Remember:
Inside this
Letchworth Snow Tubing

February 3

S’mores & Games

February 4

Women’s Fellowship

February 7

Jazz Sunday

February 11

Pancake Dinner

February 13

Ash Wednesday

February 14

Lenten Study begins

February 22

Family Dinner

February 28

The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month.

Office Hours:
Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Mornings in the office, appointments
appreciated.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634

The Caller
Books Sandwiched In – Jan. 24, 2018

“Hillbilly Elegy” by J.D. Vance was reviewed by
Rev. Troy Preston along with his clergy friends - .
Rev. Connie Seifert, Rev. Jennifer Long, and our
own Rev. Marraine Kettell here at First
Congregational UCC during the Southeast
Steuben Library Book Sandwiched-in Program.
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“No Responsibility” Family Dinner

Wednesday February 28th 6:00pm
Don’t know what to feed the family?
Not wanting to deal with dinner preparation...
or the dishes… or clean-up afterwards?
Take a break and join us for a
hassle-free home cooked meal.
Bring the kids. Bring a guest family.
No Responsibility...Lots of Community!
Sponsored by the Church Family &
Community Life Ministry Team

Women’s Fellowship
God Squad S’mores
and Games
Sunday, February 4th,
5:30-7:30pm

NEED A VISIT?
Due to HIPPA privacy rules, the church rarely
gets notification from local hospitals when
someone is admitted. Please call the church
office, or have a family member call, if you are
in the hospital. If you know of a church
member who is in the hospital it is always a
good idea to let the church know just in case
we haven’t heard. Also, if you are at home
recuperating or would just like a general visit,
please call the office or the emergency number
607-438-2634.

Wednesday, February 7th at 11 a.m.
Please bring a bag lunch. We will make future
plans. Our program will be "Books Sandwiched
In": "Al Franken Giant of the Senate" Reviewed by
Bill Boland to be held at our church at 12:10 p.m.

From now through at least Easter,
I will be going on a partial
Facebook Fast. If you are a
Facebook friend, you will see far
fewer personal posts. My goal is simply to
dedicate more time to prayer and meditation
during Lent. I will continue to maintain the
church Facebook page during this time. If you
haven’t yet liked the church facebook page,
please visit this link and click like https://www.facebook.com/FCUCCC/
Blessings, Pastor Marraine
Corning Area Aging in Place

THANK YOU to everyone who
donated 43 hats, 31 pair of gloves and
mittens, 3 scarves, 2 pair of socks and
1 infant outfit to our Women’s
Fellowship Christmas Collection. The
items were delivered to The Salvation
Army, Winfield and Gregg Elementary Schools.

Thursday, February 15th at 10 a.m.
Steuben County Sheriff James Allard
This will be a chance to learn what scams are
prevalent in our area, how to handle them and not
become a victim. He will also discuss the opioid
epidemic and answer any concerns you may have
about your safety.

4

Administrative Support Team

Susquehanna Association

On Sunday, January 28, our church held its first
ever annual financial meeting. The main business
of the meeting was to approve a budget for 2018,
and we accomplished it in what might be record
time! The congregation unanimously approved an
austerity budget for the calendar year that
maintains staff salaries and reduces benevolences
while trimming other expenses across the board.

January 2018 - Greetings from your Moderator…
of the Susquehanna Association!

The congregation also voted to accept a
comprehensive report on the church’s finances.
This included greater detail on special funds and
their purposes than ever before.
Many thanks to the dedicated finance team of
Jennifer Fais, Jim Flaws, Bruce Graf, and Pam
Schmitt for all the hard work that went into
preparing these documents and for all the work
still ahead in 2018.
With the budget in place, the Administrative
Support Team now turns its attention to
responding to the difficult financial situation we
face. We are launching two new teams, one
focusing on growing and developing our
membership, and the other dedicated to finding
creative ways of increasing our income. Ideas and
members will be welcomed by both teams.
Over the next few months, we also hope to tie up
loose ends in our transition process by refreshing
job descriptions, updating work processes to better
utilize the technology we have available, and
proposing a final set of amendments to the bylaws.
Finally, for our annual program meeting in June,
we will begin to look back on what we have
accomplished as a church this year and look
forward to formulating our ministry plan for the
year to come. To make sure we have the best
possible information for this effort, we want to
gather feedback from the entire church community
in order to set priorities to guide our work
together. In anticipation of this, please give some
thought to the things you appreciate most about the
church as well as the things you are seeking in
your relationship with First Congregational. We
will have more information to share in the next
few months.
Faithfully,
Pam Walker, Moderator

Ever since the fall meeting of the Susquehanna
Association of the New York Conference of the United
Church of Christ, I have been wanting to write to you.
We met in September at our Walton Congregational
UCC. Question: What do you know about the churches
in our Association? We began our fall meeting by
playing “Susquehanna Association Bingo”, and here is
what we discovered:
Smallest church -Coventryville
Largest - Ithaca
Northern most – Preble
Southern most - Roscoe
Eastern most – Roscoe
Western most – Hornby
The “meat” of our meeting was asking the question –
why do we exist? What are we about? What is God
calling us to become? After discussions, small groups
reported and some things became clear:
We want to be in mission together. Stay tuned for how
that evolves.
We want to be in closer fellowship.
We want and need better communication. This letter is
a start. Watch for some activity on Facebook, as well.
Each church has delegates who attend our Association
Meetings, and part of their role is to report to you.
[homework assignment: find out who are your
delegates.] Your authorized clergyperson and/or
certified lay pastor are credentialed by the Association
and thus, are expected to attend the meetings and be
aware of the ministry of the Association.
In closing, I want to express thanks to God for the great
gift of ministry provided by our Associate Conference
Minister the Rev. Dr. Marsha Williams. She led our
conversations with her usual efficient, enthusiastic
grace. God has richly blessed us through her leadership.
We intend to stay in touch with you. May God’s spirit
continue to lead us – as congregations and as the
Susquehanna Association. As we model our lives after
Jesus our Christ, may God’s family be enriched because
we, collectively, say YES to God’s invitation to
discipleship.
Peace, dear brothers and sisters!
Rev. Vicki Burton, Moderator
Susquehanna Association
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Worship Team
What is happening?
Since the reorganization of our governance structure
in July, a few questions have arisen which I will try
to answer.










Why is the choir director reading the scripture?
Why not deacons? We no longer have a
deaconate so the worship team asked the
congregation to sign up to read. People have
volunteered to read for a month at a time and we
are set through June. Thank you all!
Why don't we have greeters? Jim Nelson
(thankfully) is continuing to arrange for ushers
each month and since we have fewer people
willing to fill various roles, we agreed that
ushers would do the “greeting” as well. Thank
you ushers!
What if I would like to be part of worship?
Please see Nicolette Wagoner or Star Bright and
we will very happily help you find the part you
would enjoy most.
Why do we change the ways we serve/take
communion? Sometimes we serve communion
by intinction because the Pastor requests it.
Sometimes we serve communion by intinction
because we do not have enough servers or a
family emergency has changed the plans of those
serving. We will always try to serve and honor
this sacrament even if the method changes from
time to time.
Why the new bulletin boards in the fellowship
hall? The major focus groups for the church are
trying one more means of communication. We
are trying to add announcements of upcoming
events to the boards. You will also be able to
find the people to contact with concerns or
ideas. We also hope that various groups using
the hall will be able to learn more of what we
are doing and may want to join us.

Thank you for working with us on all these changes.
We know it can feel confusing at times!
Very sincerely.
Star Bright, for the Worship Team
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Faith Formation
Faith Formation continues in 2018 with
learning, growth, faith and fun!
Sunday School continues for pre-K through 2nd

grade and 3rd through 5th grades. Please plan to join us
for worship at 10:00 each week. Youth will exit
worship for Sunday School after Kinder Tinder.

Confirmation Class dates:
February 7th and 28th, no classes February 14 (Ash
Wednesday) or 21 (School Break)
Child care is also available in the Nursery.
Confirmation classes for middle school students
continue most Wednesdays at the church. Please
contact Marraine for details.

The God Squad (middle school youth fellowship)
continues about one Sunday per month. See or e-mail
Chris Wilken (joshandchris@verizon.net) for details.

THINK SNOW for Letchworth Snow Tubing!
The young and young at heart will visit Letchworth
State Park Saturday, February 3rd for snow tubing and
tours of the new nature center and frozen waterfalls.
Named the best state park in America, Letchworth is a
natural wonder in our own backyard. We will meet at
the church at 8 to arrange rides, leave at 8:30 and plan
to be back at 4:30. Bring a snow tube and sack lunch
with something to share. See or e-mail Bob Walker for
details (walkerrj@corning.com).

Up-coming Events:
Feb 4
Feb 11

Sunday School
No Sunday School
(Jazz Sunday at Christ Episcopal)
Feb 18 + 25 No Sunday School
(CPP School Break)
March 2-4 State Youth Event at
Watson Homestead
March 4-25 Sunday School
March 25 Palm Sunday and
Easter Egg Hunt at Church
April 1
Easter (no Sunday School)
April 1, 5, 18 Sunday School
April 22 + 29 No Sunday School
(CPP School Break)
Respectfully Submitted,
Bob Walker, Faith Formation Leader
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Facilities Team
We are blessed to have a church facility that easily accommodates everyone - from young to old and from able
bodied to not so able bodied. With a large parking lot and easily accessible entrance and recent renovations, we
are finding more and more community groups are realizing this too. That is something to be celebrated. For
nonprofits that use our building, we do not charge a fee, however, if they are able to make a donation, we are
very appreciative. So far the community groups that use our building are very good about cleaning up after
themselves and in general respecting what we have to offer them.
While we do have a cleaning service that comes in twice a week with back to back events, they are not always
there to clean up after us. If we all do our part, it will keep our building in good shape for a long time to come.
Please clip the following suggestions for future use.
Jim Nelson & Judy Garrett
Facilities Team

EXPECTATIONS FOR CARE OF FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC BUILDING
FELLOWSHIP HALL
 Black folding chairs should either be put back in the racks or arranged for the next event if you know what
that event will be. For example - after Sunday’s reception we usually leave 4 tables in a square with 12-15
chairs around the tables and the rest put in racks. This accommodates either a Sunday evening gathering
and accommodates Bone Builders exercise group that meet on Monday morning.
 Floors should be dry mopped after large events and especially when food has been served. Dry mop is in the
hall closet. (We have noticed that even small children find this fun to do.)
KITCHEN
 Kitchen should be left as clean as possible. This means all counters must be cleaned, as well as the island
work area. Trays from the dishwasher should be placed back in the dishwasher. Towels should be taken
home and laundered and brought back as soon as possible. (We do not have a laundry service.) Coffee
grounds should be put in the recycle containers located to the left of the coffee maker. (Jennifer & Noel
recycle our coffee grounds.) Coffee servers should be cleaned after use.
 We have a garbage disposal but only in the larger sink. Do not throw food items in the smaller sink. If using
the garbage disposal, please use it with plenty of water during and after you are finished.
 Garbage should be either taken to the Quail Bay Apartment’s dumpster (yes we have permission) or to your
home for disposal especially after an event where food is served. Food should not be left overnight in the
kitchen.
 Clean floor as needed.
CLASSROOMS
 If any other rooms are used, be sure to leave them as you found them. Toys should be put back, food in any
of the classrooms or Brisco Lounge should be removed, etc. This way the next group that uses those rooms
will find it an inviting place to come.
Basically our message is to leave the building at least as good as you found it - or possibly make it a little better.
(Think Golden Rule!)
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Please mark your calendars because there will be no worship service
here at First Congregational UCC on Sunday, February 11th.
We will join our brothers and sisters in faith from Emanuel Lutheran and
First United Methodist at Christ Episcopal for Jazz Sunday!
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Ecumenical Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Dinner
Tuesday, February 13th
4:30pm - 7:30pm
Emanuel Lutheran Church
149 West William St., Corning

Join us for a
combined

Ash
Wednesday
Service
here at First
Congregational
UCC with Emanuel
Lutheran Church
February 14th at
7:00pm

Suggested donation: $5/person,
$15/family, under 6 free!
Proceeds will benefit the Corning
Food Pantry.

May your Ash
Wednesday be a
time of reflection
and promise.

ECUMENICAL LENTEN STUDY SERIES AND SOUP SUPPERS
Thursday evenings February 22, March 1, March 8, March 15, and March 22
Christ Episcopal Church, 33 East First Street, Corning
Soup supper at 6:30pm. Program 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Soup is provided by Fran’s Landing – donations encouraged to offset costs.

“BELOVED COMMUNITY”
The term “beloved community” gained popularity with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during the
Civil Rights movement. There has been a rebirth of the effort for justice and witness using our
voices of faith. We will be watching video clips of people who are at the front lines of this
effort to prompt discussion.
February 22: Videos from Rev. Dr. William Barber, co-leader of the Poor People’s Campaign
March 1:
Videos from Rev. Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, author of Strangers at My Door:
A True Story of Finding Jesus in Unexpected Places
March 8:
Visit by Rev. Peter Cook, Executive Director of the New York State Council of Churches
March 15:
Videos from Rev. Traci Blackmon, United Church of Christ Executive
Minister of Justice and Witness Ministries
March 22:
Wrap Up Discussion: “How do we strengthen the beloved community in our area?”
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Readers Wanted!
The African American Read-In of the Southern Tier is looking for volunteers to read to
elementary school classrooms during Black History Month in February 2018. This
program was started by several Employee Resource Groups at Corning Incorporated in
2012, and reaches over 250 public and private school classrooms in Corning, Elmira,
Horseheads and beyond.
This year, the program is going public and encouraging everyone in the community to
participate. You do not need to be African American to be a reader! You just need to love
sharing the history of America with young people. The program provides the books, helpful instructions on
points to highlight, and training sessions. Several people in our church family have volunteered for this program
over the years and have learned a ton about history, race, and how kids see the world. And best of all, it’s fun!
To get more information and sign up, visit www.readinsoutherntierny.com.

From the Mailbag

Birthdays

Many thanks to the volunteers from First Congregational UCC
who helped Emanuel Lutheran run the water station for the 2017
Wineglass Marathon. We could not have done it without you!
As a thank you for our help and hard work, the Wineglass
Marathon Committee sent Emanuel a donation of $250. What
better way to spend this money than to pay it forward with our
friends at UCC? So, $125 is coming your way for the
Community Garden project. In this way we can continue to pay
it forward by helping our Corning Food Pantry with the bounty
from our gardens.

6th
10th
12th
23rd
27th
28th
29th

Ted Fellows
Victoria Hogan
Pam Walker
Pat Smith
Patrick McGrew
Barbara Cooper
Abigail Copp

Again, thank you so much for your support and we look forward
to seeing you Sunday, Sept. 30 , 2018 for this years water
station!
Sincerely,
Mary Ellen Brennan

Dear Women’s Fellowship Group,
On behalf of our Scholar-Roos, the staff and I
thank you for your generosity. Your donation
of hats and mittens will go to good use.
Sincerely,
Michele Wright, Principal

Thank you to the Women’s Fellowship Group for the
beautiful hats, scarves, gloves and mittens. They are so
much appreciated and will be given to those in need who
visit our clothing room or attend our After School
Program.
We thank you on behalf of those who will benefit from
your generosity. May God bless you as you continue to
use your time and talent to bless others in our community.
Sincerely, Terry Reade,
Social Services Manager
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Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the
Upcoming Events tab for the most up-to-date version.
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