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Our mission is to create and nurture a family of Faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Yes, the rumors are true. I will be taking a sabbatical. In April, I will have been
the called pastor at First Congregational United Church of Christ Corning for five years.
(My anniversary date is April 11, 2015.) According to my call agreement, I will then be
eligible for a three month sabbatical.
The purpose of Sabbatical is to set aside time when the pastor can step away
from the normal responsibilities of the position to encourage rest and renewal which
allows for continued excellence in ministry. It is not a vacation, nor an extended study
period. Rather it is a release from the routine of physical, spiritual, mental, and
intellectual well-being of a pastor. The idea of a sabbatical has Biblical basis. My call
agreement also states that I would remain at the church for at least a year after my return.
With all of that said, my hope is to use my sabbatical to consider what a long term
pastorate here at the church would look like and therefore discern the next part of my
call here.
I will be walking the Santiago de Compostela Pilgrimage trail from St. Jean-Pied
-de-Port, France to Santiago, Spain, a trek of close to 500miles. The Santiago trail is the
third most popular pilgrimage after Jerusalem and Rome. I was introduced to the
Santiago de Compostela trail when I was studying in Southern France during my junior
year in college. The school was housed in a renovated thirteenth century chapel which
was supposedly used to house pilgrims on the trail at various points. I have been
fascinated with the Santiago trail ever since.
The Santiago de Compostela trail is also referred to as El Camino, or
the Way, as well as Saint James Way. The history is that the remains of St. James the
Apostle were carried from Jerusalem to Northern Spain and rest in the Cathedral in
Santiago. Pilgrimage routes begin in places all over Europe and all lead to Santiago
Spain which is in the northwest corner of Spain at the Cathedral of St. James.
The purpose of a pilgrimage is to discern my spiritual direction and deepen my
life of faith through experience of pilgrimage. While on pilgrimage I hope to tap into my
spiritual practices of photography and writing in hopes of finding other ways to share my
experience.
(Pastor Marraine’s Message is continued on page 4)
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. Budget for 2015 – The budget for 2015 was approved at the
Annual Meeting with a couple of amendments.
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Corning, NY 14830
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E-mail:
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Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor:
Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary:
Brenda Passmore

. Roof concerns – We have started the process of getting bids from
four local roofing companies based on specifications drawn up for
us by our consultant, Lawrence Hoetzlein. When all information
has been received, we will hold an informational meeting to keep
you informed.
. Stained glass window – John Madison presented Trustees with
a very thorough study that he has undertaken to monitor any
movement in the window. This will be an ongoing study and we
are confident that this concern is being addressed in so
professional a manner.
. Tom McGrew made a presentation at our January meeting
regarding a program called “Financial Peace University.” Tom
has had experience before coming to our church with this program
and felt we might want to consider it for our congregation. It was
decided to share his thoughts about the program with the Advisory
Board.
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROGRESS

Dates
to issue:
Remember:
Inside this

Receipts through December 31, 2014:
Receipts through January 25, 2015:
Total Receipts:
Expenses paid through December 2014:

Souper Bowl Lunch

Feb. 1

Membership Inquiry

Feb. 1

Family Fun Night

Feb. 6

Women’s Fellowship Mtg.

Feb. 11

Dishwasher
Windows (100%)
Sidewalk replacement
Paint/painting supplies
Painter (windows)

Valentine’s High Tea

Feb. 15

Total expenses:

Pancake Dinner

Feb. 17

Ash Wednesday Service

Feb. 18

Technology Discussion

Feb. 22

Lenten Soup Supper & Study Feb. 26
Blair Bigler Concert

Mar. 8

Pastor’s Office Hours
Mon: Quiet sermon & worship preparation.
Tues–Thurs: appointments and visits
Fri & Sat: days off except church events.
Pastor’s cell phone: (607)368-6131, but
please call between 9am and 9pm unless it
is an emergency.

$ 92,248
$ 29,090
$121,338

4,350
52,427
10,900
229
1,000
$68,906

Cash on hand that is available for other projects: $52,432
A reminder that the Capital Campaign is now in the 2nd year.
Our original pledged amount was $170,000.
We have received slightly over 71% of the pledged amount.
Thank you to everyone who has either paid their pledge in full or
who is continuing to make timely payments. If you are unsure
where you stand with the capital campaign, please contact Pam
Schmitt, our Chief Collector, who keeps those records.
The campaign is scheduled to continue through to 2016.
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Church Membership

Microphone Use

If you have questions about church
membership . . . If you have been
coming for awhile and want to know
more . . . Please join us after worship on
Sun., Feb. 1st for a church membership
inquiry gathering.

The 2015

We would like to encourage the use
of the microphones during celebrations
and concerns as well as any other
announcements. Although many of us
have solid voices, sometimes even those
get lost in the rafters. There are also a
few technical reasons. For one, most
often
if
someone
in the congregation stands up to share
Flower Chart
their
prayer
they
tend
to face the back of the church.
Please sign up to give Sunday altar
When this happens the choir can miss many of the
flowers. The chart is posted in the
Fellowship Hall on the North hallway comments because of the way the sound moves.
Second, our hearing assistance devices are tied into the
wall. The cost of the flowers will
sound system. Third, with the microphones in use,
remain at $25.00. The flowers can
those in the kitchen can keep track of worship.
be given to honor or in memory of
Finally, we have occasionally been recording services
a special person, celebrate a special
event, wedding, birthday, anniversary, for those who are not able to make it to Sunday
morning worship. The sound quality of those
or any other occasion you wish.
recordings is dependent on the sound going into the
Many thanks to everyone who has
microphone. Thank you for your consideration. And
signed up in the past and
trust that we will put those strong voices to work in
for signing up in 2015.
other areas!
- Joyce Nelson, Flower Chair

Corning Community Food Pantry

Sunday Morning Volunteers Needed!
Please take a moment to look at

Winter is here. It is a
your calendars and sign up for
new year and unfortuSunday morning volunteer
nately, there are new
opportunities. If you are feeling
record breaking intake
adventurous and know your
numbers for Corning
schedule, there are dates available
Community Food
through next fall.
Pantry. December 2014
numbers are as follows:
http://bit.ly/19UDYBG.
Households served 614
Children served 692
We all know the profound
Adults served 1250
pain that can be associated
Elderly served 152
with the death of a loved
Total individuals served 2094. In addition these dedicated
one. Recovery takes time
volunteers distributed 404 Turkey Baskets over the holidays.
and
is
not
easy.
We
also
know
that our Christian faith
1651 individuals benefited from their hard work and were
offers
God’s
promises
and
hope.
That is why UCC is
able to serve their households a nutritious and healthy meal
pleased
to
offer
GriefShare.
during the holiday season.
Needs for the New Year: canned tuna, cocoa and canned
soup for the winter months. Special needs: baby food,
diapers and dish soap. Please continue to donate your clean
plastic bags. These help us properly pack our client's food
items. New and gently used winter clothing, especially for
children would be appreciated.. A tax receipt is available.
If you wish to help us with our necessary work, please
consider volunteering, donating food/money/clothing/
books/toys to help with our special projects. Mail all
monetary donations to: CCFP, PO Box 1255, Corning, NY
14830. YOU continue to make a difference in so many
lives by your generous actions.

GriefShare offers comfort and encouragement in a
small group setting. Video seminars featuring some of
the nation’s top experts on grief and recovery topics
from a biblical perspective are combined with group
discussion to support you in your grief journey.
The group meets for thirteen weeks on
Tuesdays from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. at the church
starting on February 17.
The cost is $15 for the workbook.
For more information, contact the church office.
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(Pastor Marraine’s Message continued from page 1)
The most frequent questions I have encountered so far are:
What are the dates?
April 20 – August 3rd. I will be leaving Monday, April 20th, the day after we are scheduled to
bless our new church community garden, bound for New England. I leave for Europe April 22nd.
I will return to the office Monday, August 3rd.
Who will cover us in your absence?
We are in the midst of a search helped by the association, the conference, and Pastor Marraine’s
connections across the United Church of Christ
500 miles, really Pastor Marraine, do you honestly think you can do that?
My mantra has become: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” I am walking as
much as I can and adding yoga and weight training when possible. Soon you will see me wearing my
hiking boots everywhere including in worship. You may also see me around town with my backpack
on to train. If you’d like to join me on a walk, just let me know.
But who is going to take care of your cats?
Someone would live at my house during my absence and care for the cats.
You are coming back, right?
Absolutely! As much as I have loved traveling and living in Europe, home is here on the East Coast of
the U.S.
How can we learn more?
Stay tuned for events in February and March to learn more about the Santiago de Compostela trail.
I will be putting a binder together with information on the trail in the narthex. Also throughout my
journey, I will be blogging

Buen Camino - Pastor Marraine
p.s. I want to add two notes of great thanksgiving. Thank you for all of your contributions to the staff
Christmas gifts. It is indeed a privilege to serve this church and your generosity is very touching. Along those
same lines, I also want to thank you for your support, patience, and prayers during my Uncle Terry’s illness and
death. It has been a very difficult time for my family. Your grace has allowed me the time to care for my
family and grieve.

Calling for Candidates for the next
Getting Ahead Cohort
The Bridges Out of Poverty Coalition is currently recruiting
candidates for the next “Getting Ahead in a Just-Getting-By World”
cohort. This class is an opportunity for people living in poverty to
build resources for a better life. The next 15-week program is
scheduled for Tuesday, February 3, 2015 through Tuesday, May 12,
2015 from 5 pm to 8 pm at the United Church of Painted Post, 201 North Hamilton Street in Painted Post, NY.
Each Getting Ahead group consists of six to 12 people who meet for two to three hours once a week for 15
weeks. Participants are known as “investigators” who work with the support of their cohort to examine their
lives and the world around them to discover how to build a better future for themselves and their families. The
program focuses on the tools and supports that can help people living in poverty become self-sufficient. By
examining our society and economy through the lens of economic class, each cohort investigates the impact of
poverty and low wages on their lives and what it takes to move from a “just-getting-by world” into a “gettingahead world.” The Bridges Out of Poverty Coalition’s mission is to link people in poverty to resources of
opportunity. Bridges Out of Poverty is a Coalition of Turning Point, a service priority for Catholic Charities of
Steuben. If you or someone you know is interested in participating in a cohort where your voice will be heard,
you will be understood, and will have a chance to succeed, please contact Getting Ahead Facilitator Paula Stark
at 607-937-3255 or pstark@pathwaysforyou.org.
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Worship
Why Do You Come To Our Church?
Such a simple question, isn’t it? For most of us, the decision was made years ago. Whatever
the original reason to join our congregation, you certainly have a reason to continue to come
and participate in our church life. The Advisory board is currently looking at how our church
operates and revisiting our mission/vision. As the discussions progressed, it became clear
that having a general understanding of why people attend would be helpful in future
discussions of where we want our church to go.
So what do we want from you? Simply, a brief description of why you come to church.
It can be a short sentence, or entire paragraph. Let your spirit write on! On February 1st,
we will be collecting your “whys” after the service. You may either put them on a note at
that point or send them to Pastor Marraine via email. Marraine, Jill VanDewoestine, and Dave Tennent will
be sitting down

Rev. Ryan Henderson to Preach February 22nd

Rev. Henderson will join Pastor Marraine in leading worship on Sunday February 22nd. Ryan is
an Associate Conference Minister for the New York Conference who provides staff support for
Committees on Ministry as well as search and call assistance to local church search committees
based in the Western and Genesee Valley Associations of the New York Conference. He also
directs the development of youth ministry programming in the New York Conference as well as
young adult networks and ministry. He nurtures the UCC/Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
partnership. His gifts also include the advancement of social networking and emerging technologies among
New York Conference churches as well as the support for online education opportunities. Ryan enjoys fairly
traded coffee and chocolate.
Ryan previously served churches in Maine where he met Pastor Marraine during a week of camp counseling
at Pilgrim Lodge. Ryan and Marraine were also ministry neighbors when both served churches in
Pennsylvania. Please join us for Ryan’s visit and a wonderful Sunday of worship and ministry.

February Worship Themes
February 1
Matthew 6:7-21 and/or 25-34
Treasure in Heaven
February 8
Matthew 14:13-33
Feeding the 5,000
February 15
Matthew 16:24-17:8
Transformation Sunday
February 22
Matthew 18:1-9
First Sunday in Lent
Rev. Ryan Henderson preaching

#What Would Jesus
Tweet?
Join us after worship
on February 22nd
Rev. Ryan Henderson will lead a
discussion on the role of technology
and social media in the church.
Topics include: the importance of technology for the entire
church, how the rubber hits the road as far as church goes,
and how we can use it as a tool for ministry. Ryan will offer
a presentation and then allow plenty of time for questions.
Feel free to bring your phone, tablet, or other device to the
workshop.
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Mail
Dear First Congregational Church,
This is a thank you letter that is a joy to write! After all, The Salvation Army is
always happy to share good news. Thanks to the generous gifts of friends like you, we
are able to help many families, children, and elderly in our community.
Our goals extend throughout the year. We seek to enable growth and selfsufficiency in everyone that comes to us for assistance. Your gift of $1,000 on
December 9th has helped to assure that we were able to feed and provide a safe
environment for needy children in our community. Without the help we receive from
caring people like you, we would not be able to help those who come to us in their time
of need.
May God Bless You. Major Laurence Wittenberg
Dear UCC Church family,
Thank you so much for the very generous Christmas gift. It was so thoughtful of you to think of me. It has
been my pleasure to serve as the Bell Choir director for the past 6 years. Your generosity during this holiday
season is greatly appreciated.
Musically yours, Liane Watson
Dear UCC Friends,
It was wonderful to join you for worship and for delicious coffee hour snacks on December 21st. Not to
mention the additional treat of your fabulous Christmas gift! I can’t thank you enough for your friendship
and fellowship! I have really enjoyed this year spent working with you and the Lord!!
God’s Blessings to you all and to the wonderful work you do here! Brenda
Dear Women’s Fellowship,
Thank you for being so nice! The cookies
were delicious. My family enjoyed them
and we all enjoyed our visit with Jennifer
and Noel. I hope you all had a Merry
Christmas.
Sincerely, Joyce Killigrew

6th
10th
12th
23rd
27th
28th
29th

Dear Friends, Ladies of
Church,
Thank you so much for
your thoughtfulness. The
cookies were delicious and
were truly appreciated.
Love, Betty Carpenter

Ted Fellows
Victoria Hogan
Pam Walker
Pat Smith
Bill Bigler
Barbara Cooper
Abigail Copp

Women’s Fellowship,
The products of your
individual baking talents
were, as usual, much
enjoyed.
Kenneth Reed & Corky
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Church Events
Souper Bowl Sunday

Join us Sunday, February 1st
after worship for our second soup luncheon of the year.
We will be featuring Cheeseburger Soup and Veggie Chili.
There is a suggested $5.00 donation to help us cover costs.
All additional proceeds will go to the Corning Community Food Pantry.
Thank you to all who joined us for our January Soup Luncheon featuring
Tomato Basil and Broccoli Cheddar Soups. What a great team of cooks we have!

Sunday, February 15th after worship. All are invited!
Coming in March ……….
The Blair Bigler Concert March 8, 2015

Family Fun Night
February 6th 5:00-7:00pm
Come join us for a dish to
pass dinner. We will be
making Valentines to send to
some of our church members
and friends.

Wed., Feb. 11th at 11:30 am
Please join us to plan for the
Valentine’s Day High Tea.

Pastor Marraine will be at
Soulful Cup
81 W Market Street in Corning for

Community Office Hours
Tuesday, Feb. 24th, 9-11am &
Wednesday, Feb. 25th, 3-5pm
Come by to visit. Stop in for a warm drink.
Bring a friend or colleague to meet her.
Sit and chat with church members and friends.
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Lent
Lenten Soup Supper and Study - Each Thursday from February 26 – March 2
Emanuel Lutheran, First Congregational United Church of Christ, Christ
Episcopal, and First United Methodist Churches are gathering for a simple soup
supper at 6 pm followed by a study group. This year the study will be based on
the five part DVD series “Making Sense of the Cross”, exploring the history,
presentation, and evolved understanding of the place of the cross in Christianity
featuring David Lose.
David Lose is the president of Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.
Previously was the Chair in Biblical Preaching at Luther Seminary in Minnesota,
where he also served as the Director of the Center for Biblical Preaching. He is the
author of Preaching at the Crossroads: How the World -- and Our Preaching -- Is
Changing (2013), Making Sense of the Cross (2011), Making Sense of the Christian Faith (2010), Making Sense of Scripture (2009), and Confessing Jesus Christ:
Preaching in a Postmodern World (2003). He speaks widely in the United States
and abroad on preaching, Christian faith in a postmodern world, and biblical interpretation. He was one of the speakers at the Festival of Homiletics which Pastor Marraine attended last May
and is a featured commentator on the Working Preacher website which is a resource she frequently uses.

 February 18, Ash Wednesday First Congregational United Church of Christ
7:00pm
 March 29, Palm Sunday

First Congregational United Church of Christ
Corning, 10:00am

 April 2 Maundy Thursday

First Congregational United Church of Christ
5:30pm – dish to pass
7:00pm worship

 April 3, Good Friday

Christ Episcopal Church Community Service
12:00pm

 April 3, Stations of the City Good Friday, 1:00pm - 3:00pm
 April 5, Easter Sunday

First Congregational United Church of Christ
10:00am
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UCC News
Lenten Veggie Fast (Blessing the Earth)
This is a Lenten discipline proposed by the New York Conference UCC open to all
churches, members, and friends. Their goal is to engage in the spiritual discipline of a
healthy diet and cleansing lifestyle that "blesses the earth" through ecologically sustainable
and justice focused food choices and consumption habits. How does it work?
At least one day per week during Lent, each person who "pledges participation" will eat a
mindful diet focused on blessing the earth as well as her/his mind, body and spirit. We will
provide education and inspiration for the journey.
We ask participants to pledge during Lent to:

Eat locally grown, raised and produced foods whenever possible... reducing their carbon footprint
and supporting local farmers.

Observe at least one meatless day... for your health and the health of the planet (We recommend
"Meatless Monday")

Purchase and consume Fair Trade coffee and other products... a matter of justice by providing
living wages for farm workers.

Purchase and consume less processed foods... less packaging... less waste

Eat produce grown organically or without chemicals... for the health of planet and you

Avoid GMOs (Genetically Modified Organism)... encouraging biodiversity- for the health of you
and the planet

Share your journey, ideas and challenges on our Facebook page
You can Pledge NOW to join the New York Conference "Lenten Veggie Fast (Blessing the Earth) simply by
"liking" the new Facebook page where we will build our online community around the Lenten fast. It is not too
early to start posting vegetarian recipes that you recommend.
During Lent we will provide each church who wishes to support the Lenten Veggie Fast with very brief "tidbits"
of information on the benefits of the fast.

2015 UCC New York State Youth Event
Once again it is time for another exciting New York State Youth Event. This year’s
event entitled “ONE TEAM, ONE DREAM” will look upon the ways we are connected
in God’s love for all. It will be a wonderful opportunity for youth and adults from all
over the state to get a chance to meet, learn, have fun, and worship together. The
weekend is packed with many exciting as well as challenging workshops, and plenty of
fun and free time!
This year we will have an amazing celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the UCCNY State Youth Event.
The celebration will include a Saturday night dinner with remarks from the Reverend Geoffrey Black General Minister and President of the UCC, Mr. Eric Falla and Ms. Deborah Dee Brayton~ along with other
surprises. You do not want to miss this moment in history.
We will also have many workshops for you to choose from as well as the ever popular dance on Saturday night,
Bible studies, and creative worship. Bring your musical instruments if you wish. If we have snow there will be
plenty of outdoor activities, as well.
We are opening Saturday night Gala celebration to “Alumni” of the State Youth Event~ Cost for the dinner and
dance will be $30. Please contact Pastor Marraine if you are interested in registering.
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FEBRUARY 2015
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Sat

1

7

2

10am Worship
& Communion
Member Inquiry

3

10:00am Worship
5-7pm Youth Group

5

Deacon’s Mtg.
7:00pm

9

6

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30 Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

8

4

10

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

11

12

Women’s
Fellowship 11:30am

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5:00-7:00pm

13

7:00pm AA

14

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5:30 Strings
7:00pm Brassworks
Trustee’s Mtg.
7:00pm

15
10:00am Worship

16

17

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

18

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

4:30pm -7:30pm

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30 Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

21

10am CAAIP

NAMI Mtg.
7pm

10:00am Worship
Rev. Henderson
Technology
Discussion

20

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

5-7pm Youth Group
5:30 Strings
7:00pm Brassworks

22

19

7:00pm AA

23
Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm Service
GriefShare
5-6:30pm

24

25

6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

26

Bone Builders
9:30-10:30am

7:00pm AA

27

28

GriefShare
5-6:30pm
Community Office
Hours Soulful Cup
9-11am

Advisory Mtg.
7pm

Community Office
Hours Soulful Cup
3-5pm
6:00pm
6:00pm Bells
7:00 AA
7:15pm Choir

7:00pm AA
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