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Our mission is to create and nurture
a family of faith to do God’s work,
modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Pastor Marraine’s Musing....
I have always been a bit of an Advent purist. I get upset when
Christmas items appear in stores before Thanksgiving and it seems
recently even before Halloween. I roll my eyes at houses that are
decked out for Christmas before Thanksgiving. I quickly change the
channel on the radio if I hear Christmas carols during my Thanksgiving
trips to family. In our house growing up we often did not put up the
Christmas tree cut fresh from our woods until a day or two before
Christmas. Then we left the tree up at least through all twelve days of
Christmas which begin on Christmas Day and end on Epiphany.
To me there is something purely sacred in the waiting season of
Advent. At its root we are waiting in heightened expectation for the
birth of this child who somehow offers salvation to the world. It is so
easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle the holiday incurs, that the
nature of the celebration and the waiting that precedes it can get lost in
the shuffle. Honoring that waiting is an authentic part of our Christmas
journey.
With all of that said, I have decided to approach the season a
little differently this year. As a member of the clergy who is invested in
this time of holy waiting, I will make every effort to hold onto the
integrity of the moment. This year, however, I will decorate earlier. I
will play Christmas carols earlier. I will wrap presents earlier. Who
knows, I might even send out Christmas cards. My hope this Advent
season is to hold the holy waiting in healthy tension with the joy that
the Christmas miracle offers us. May it be so for you as well.

Advent Blessings,
Pastor Marraine
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“The Caller” is published by the

First Congregational
United Church of Christ
171 West Pulteney Street
Corning, NY 14830

No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!!
Office hours:
Tuesday– Friday: 9:00 a.m. - noon
Phone:
(607)962-7423
E-mail:
office@corningucc.org
Web:
www.corningucc.org
Facebook.com/FCUCCC
Pastor:
Rev. Marraine C. Kettell
Secretary:
Brenda Passmore

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the
Emergency Fund is the primary source of annual income for
the work of the United Church Board for Ministerial
Assistance, one of the corporations comprising the Pension
Boards of the United Church of Christ. You can honor the
Christ Child during this season by bringing gifts that will be
used to support and honor those who have served, and are
serving, this beloved church. Your gifts will truly represent
the incarnational nature of the church at its best.
Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health
premium supplementation to low-income retirees,
emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay
employees and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks to
hundreds of annuitants providing a lifeline of hope to many
lower-income active and retired clergy and lay employees in
the United Church of Christ.
We will collect the offering for the
Christmas Fund on Sunday, Dec 17th.

Dates
toissue:
Remember:
Inside this
Hanging the Greens

Dec. 1

Women’s Fellowship

Dec. 13

Christmas Fund Collection

Dec. 17

Christmas Pageant/Cantata Dec. 17
God Squad Christmas Party Dec. 17
Christmas Eve Services

Dec. 24

Annual Meeting

Jan. 28

The church office will be closed
Monday, December 25th,
Tuesday, the 26th
& Monday, January 1st
and Tuesday, January 2nd.
Pastor Marraine will be away December 26th - January 2nd.
Please call 607/438-2634 with emergency pastoral needs.

Office Hours:

The deadline for submitting articles
for “The Caller” is the
25th of each month.

Church Office: Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm.
Pastor Marraine: Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.
Tuesday-Thursday: Mornings in the office, appointments
appreciated.
Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.
Emergency Number: (607)438-2634
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The 2018 Flower Chart
Please sign up to give Sunday
altar flowers. The chart is
posted in the Fellowship Hall
on the North hallway
wall. The cost of the flowers
is $30.00. The flowers can be
given to honor or in memory of a special person,
celebrate a special event, wedding, birthday,
anniversary, or any other occasion you wish.
Many thanks to everyone who has signed up in the
past and for signing up in 2018.
- Joyce Nelson, Flower Chair

Stewardship
Please remember to turn in your pledge cards as
soon as possible. Your estimates of giving help in
the budget preparation and assist us in planning for
mission and ministry for the coming year.

Community Office Hours
Pastor Marraine will be at Soulful Cup
Tuesday, Dec. 19th, 9-11am
Wednesday, Dec. 20th, 3-5pm

Women’s Fellowship
Wednesday December 13, 2017 at 11:30am
Sandwich Bar and Cookie Tin Packing!
All women and men of the church are invited.
Please bring 2-3 dozen cookies to pack into tins for
our shut-ins. The congregation is also invited to
donate cookies Tuesday or Wednesday
morning. We are also collecting mittens, hats &
scarves for the Salvation Army & local elementary
schools.

Come by for a warm drink and a
visit. Bring a friend or colleague
to meet her!

Women’s Fellowship ~
Please bring your donations of hats,
scarves, mittens, & gloves to church
for the Women’s Fellowship
collection, which will be donated to
the Salvation Army and local
elementary schools.

Confirmand 1: So how is
Jesus God, but different than
God?
Confirmand 2: Jesus is God,
only he can get acne and flab.

Sunday, January 28th.
Confirmation Class Dates:
November 26th, December 6th and 13th

It’s never too early to start working on your
annual reports!
Please turn them into the office by
Tuesday, January 16th!
Thanks!!
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Facilities Team News

Administrative Support Team News

Use of church equipment - From time to time, members
have asked to borrow certain equipment, such as tables and
chairs for their personal use. We are happy to help if possible,
but there is a procedure we would ask of everyone wishing to
use church equipment.

As the calendar year comes to a close, the
Administrative Support Team will be busy
reviewing the results of the stewardship
campaign and preparing a budget proposal for
2018. As we’ve expected and tried to
communicate this fall, 2018 is shaping up to
be a difficult budget year.

PROCEDURE FOR BORROWING EQUIPMENT
Contact the office in person or phone to be sure that the
equipment you want is available when you want it. Church
events take precedence, obviously. If there are no conflicts,
your request will be recorded in the large Church Use 3-Ring
binder located in the office. You will also need to record the
date that the equipment is returned. If the church office is not
open, feel free to contact Jim Nelson (962-8945) or Judy
Garrett (936-9202). Bear in mind, however, that it will take
time for us to check the office book and schedule for
upcoming events to be sure there is no conflict. Best to plan
ahead, if possible.
While this has been the policy for several years, we have been
pretty lax about enforcing it. As a result we are missing two
black folding chairs, the Youth Room television and
seemingly the projector that has been stored in the copy room
which is locked when the office is locked. If someone has it,
but just forgot to return it, please return it ASAP. If you know
where the missing black folding chairs might be or television,
we would like those returned as well.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Your facilities team - Jim Nelson & Judy Garrett

Prior to our annual meeting, we will be
sharing the stewardship results and seeking
the congregation’s input into the final budget
proposal. Please mark these dates on your
calendar. We need everyone’s input as we
move forward.
Sunday, December 10 Announcement of Stewardship
Campaign results during worship
Sunday, January 7 Preliminary Budget Presentation and
Workshop after worship
Sunday, January 14 Presentation of Proposed Budget
after worship
Sunday, January 28 Annual Meeting of the
Congregation after worship

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION CHANGES
It has come to our attention that since no one from our church is a member of the Corning
Community Food Pantry Board and responsible for taking donated items to the new
pantry, we will temporarily suspend the collection of plastic bags and food for the pantry.
If you have such items that you want to donate to Corning Community Food Pantry, you
will need to take them to their new East Corning location. The reason for this is that the
amount of plastic bags and canned food was piling up in the entranceway with no one
responsible to take them to the Pantry on a regular basis. We will be discussing this
further with the AST and will keep you posted of any changes.
Facilities Team

If you are a member of the Corning Federal Credit Union and would like to have your donations
done electronically, call Pam Schmitt, and she will give you instructions. You must have an
account with the Credit Union to do this. If you use another banking institution, you will need to
arrange for them to mail us a check.
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CROP Walk
We had eight churches participate in the Corning CROP Walk this
year. Our church had 8 walkers and 24 pledges for a total donation
of $1,209, the highest total raised! Judy Graf had the highest total
number of pledges with $625. Thank you Jennifer and Noel for your
additional fundraising effort with the apple cider!
The Corning CROP Walk goal was $5000.
The total to date is $4,950. Thanks to one and all!

From the Mailbag
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for supporting me unconditionally for the past 12
years. This church has helped me grow both in my faith and
as an individual.
I love Guilford College, thank you for helping me get here.
Also, thank you for the laundry bag and the pillowcase. The
laundry bag is proving to be very valuable because the
laundry room is down 4 flights of stairs. I miss all of you!
Love Marion :)

Dear United Church of Christ Family,
Because of you, dreams do come true! Thanks to your
generous donation of $700 on July 13, 2017 Steuben County
Habitat for Humanity can continue to build and rehabilitate
affordable, decent homes for many well deserving families.
I would personally like to thank you for your commitment to
helping families in our community and around the world.
Your contributions help to bring people together to build
homes, communities, and hope here in Steuben County and
around the world.
Sincerely, Lisa Caracci, Executive Director

Birthdays
4th
4th
8th
8th
8th
9th
11th
13th
13th
21st
25th

Amanda McCaslin
David Tennent
Pearl Cooper
Marian Cooper
Richard Tomb
James Flaws
Eleanor Cicerchi
John Madison
Bob Walker
Frances Allis
Jesus
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Church Events
HANGING OF THE GREENS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1ST, 5:30 - 7:30PM

Artwork
courtesy of
our Sunday
School
youth in
2013!

5:30pm
Potluck Dinner
6:30pm
Brief worship service
Decorating before and after worship.
Join us to kick off the Advent season!

ADVENT 2017 ~ FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
Sunday, December 3rd
First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 10th
Bell Choir Performance
Sunday, December 17th
Christmas Pageant & Choir Cantata
Saturday, December 24th
Worship, 10am
Christmas Eve Service
Gathering Music 7pm, Worship at 7:30pm
Cookie Reception to follow
* Please bring a plate of cookies to share!

Morning Advent Prayer Services
A “Child of Hope”
Christmas Pageant &
Choir Cantata
December 17, 2017, 10:00 a.m.
Every child in our church
is welcome to take part!
Rehearsals held during Sunday School
10:15 to 11:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 3rd &
Sunday, December 10th

Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in Advent:
December 6, 13, and 20

Join us for one service or all three during
Advent. Each brief service of spoken and silent
prayer will focus on the theme of the
previous Sunday - hope, peace, and love
respectively.

God Squad Christmas Party
December 17th, 5:30-7:30 pm
at the Zimmerman’s House

Bring a wrapped gift of
$10 or less for a
Yankee Swap!
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Community Events
Service of Comfort and Hope
Sunday, December 10, soup lunch at noon, service begins at 1pm
First Presbyterian Church of Elmira
1054 West Clinton St., Elmira, NY
Everyone is invited to this special service intended to bring peace, comfort and hope to those who have lost a
loved one recently or long ago.

Each year in January and February, the Friends of
the Southeast Steuben County Library present a
lunchtime series of book talks featuring local
speakers reviewing notable new works of fiction
and nonfiction. Book talks are held on Wednesdays
from 12:10 - 1pm. This year the Library will hold
its “Books Sandwiched In” program at our church!
The series begins Wednesday, January 3, at 12:10
p.m. and ends at 1 p.m. The talks are open to the
general public and free of charge. Beverages are
provided and attendees are invited to bring a bagged
lunch.
Father Troy Preston from Christ Episcopal Church
is one of the reviewers this year. He will speak
January 24 about “Hillbilly Elegy” by JD Vance.

Rockwell Museum Holiday Open House
December 2, 9am-6pm
Every year, The Rockwell Museum and the Corning
Museum of Glass, offer FREE admission for the kick-off to
the holiday season. At the Corning Museum of Glass free
admission, craft activities, live music, and special
glassmaking experiences kick off the holiday season.
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