Dear Friends,

Read more about
the Micah Project inside

My favorite church sign sits in front of Saint John’s Episcopal
Church in Waterbury, Connecticut, where my friend Jim Bradley
served as rector for 21 years. Half a century before my friend
came to Saint John’s, Waterbury had been one of about half a
dozen thriving industrial cities in Connecticut. Not anymore.
Like many cities in the northeast, much of Waterbury is now
boarded-up. St. John’s, once the prominent church of the factory
owners sits at the head of the town green and now has groups of people from every
ethnic, racial, political, religious, economic and social background. A contingent of
the well-to-do from years ago is still present in the church, worshiping right beside
people off the street. St John’s is an eclectic gathering of Tiffany windows and lunch
bags from the soup kitchen. People drive in from the affluent surrounding suburbs to
hear a concert series in the sanctuary while workfare clients gather in the adjoining
auditorium.
So why do I like St John’s sign? Like most churches, their sign tells everyone the
church’s name, denomination and that it is a church of Jesus Christ. But down in the
lower right corner is something I’ve never seen on another church sign. They have
one of those symbols that you see along the highway telling you there are public
restrooms inside. I can’t imagine a more graciously welcoming symbol than that in
the middle of an old city where people’s most urgent needs are so hard to fulfill. For
the town of Waterbury, it is a clear reminder that everyone is welcome. Period.
That’s why I love the new symbols on our doors to the lower entrance from the
parking lot. They’re yellow and black. You can’t miss them; they’re not pretty. And
they’re fantastic. In reality, they simply tell people that we have automatic doors for
those who have accessibility challenges. And yet, they are so much more than that.
They tell everyone that this is a church where we want everyone to not only feel
welcome, but also to be able to enter without the added difficulty of heavy doors . . .
or anything else keeping them out.
That’s one of the forever stories of Christmas. We all know how it goes. This
young couple is expecting a child and they’re far from home. They are among the
most vulnerable with no place to stay and no people to call their own. They are from
Nazareth, a tiny village way up north. It was the type of town where everybody
knew everybody. Now they are in Bethlehem, with more than twice the population
they’d known in their hamlet in Galilee. More importantly, Bethlehem was only an
hour’s walk outside of Jerusalem. The Christmas narrative tells us they had no place
to stay and no one to care for them, with the clear indication that people of faith
should do better. At the center of the story of Christmas is the compelling call for the
church to be the place where everyone is welcome and can find a home. Period.
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But . . . the story of a Christmas welcome isn’t really about the church. So much
more, it’s aimed at you and me. Will we be the welcome that is needed in a hurting
world? If you’re wondering if you will catch the joyful spirit of Christmas this year,
I’m pretty sure the best way to find it, is to be the welcome invited in scripture.
When we do that, we not only offer the love of Christmas, we will find it for
ourselves, too.
Always, Peter

A couple weeks ago, a colleague posted on social media that she was planning to
decorate her house for Christmas that weekend, which was early November. As one
who in year’s past held steadfast to the notion that Christmas decorations do not appear in her house until after Thanksgiving, she made the radical decision to abandon
her purist mentality.
She was ready for Christmas this year, that is, she was ready to experience the
wonder, the joy, the comfort, the promise of the season before the calendar told her
that season had arrived. She needed Christmas, or more specifically, she needed the
hope that Christmas promises to surround her earlier this year, to stay with her longer, because the weight of personal, national, and international events had taken their toll on her. She
needed the hope and promise of Christmas tangible and visible to her in the decorations, in the music, in
the planning that happens for parties and dinners and family gatherings. And so she decorated, and she
let the Christmas music playlists run on repeat, and she planned for Christmas dinner—all in early November.
While I cringed inwardly at the sight of Christmas decorations in the stores the day after Halloween, I couldn’t help but sympathize with this colleague. I understand the urge, the desire, to enter earlier
than usual the anticipation and hope that the Advent and Christmas seasons bring. In the four weeks prior to Christmas Day, in the church we observe Advent, a time of expectation and hope, a time of looking
to the promise of the Christ child, God’s Word made flesh, the Light of the World entering our dark nights
and deep shadows of life. Then on Christmas Eve, we celebrate the arrival of God’s Love and Light in the
birth of baby Jesus. We have a set time for all this anticipation and expectation built in the church calendar, but that doesn’t mean our hearts aren’t ready to enter that time right now.
Mass shootings, natural disasters, and the turmoil, intransigency, and gridlock in Washington have
left many of us soul weary. Our newspapers, TVs, and online news feeds churn out fear and distrust in
such a dizzying fashion that it can all too easily leave us exhausted and overwhelmed and helpless.
Closer to home, many of us face heartache and weariness from broken relationships, lingering illnesses, and difficult life transitions. A loved one has died. We can’t seem to get back on our feet after the
last round of treatments. Our children have left home, changing the dynamics of home life and marriage. Stress, anxiety, and uncertainty have taken up more room in our lives than we’d like or care to admit. And so we need Christmas.
I hope you’ll make time to come to worship this December—on Sundays, on Christmas Eve, and at
the Longest Night Service (Thursday, December 21, see next page for details). While many may not feel
the weight of the world on their shoulders as I described above, many do.
The seasons of Advent and Christmas are indeed joyful, anticipatory, and celebratory times, but
they are fundamentally borne out of a longing for peace, for hope, for love to be known far and wide in
our lives and in the world. In the time before Jesus, the people of Israel longed for a savior, one who
would hear their distress, one who would bring justice for the wrongs of the world, one who would bring
peace—true and lasting peace. Hundreds of years later, we still long for that savior, we still long for that
peace.
And so we need Christmas, to hear once again of God’s willingness to risk becoming flesh, becoming like one of us, and doing so as a baby—innocent and vulnerable. We need to hear once again that indeed the darkness cannot overcome the light. We need to hear once again that our savior has come and
that God’s peace is not just some far-off realm to be reached at some far-off time in the future; but that
peace can come to us, to the world, now.
See you in church, Jeanette
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This year December contains all four Sundays of the Advent season when we celebrate incarnation
(coming) of Christ who is characterized by the gifts of hope, joy, peace and love. This year the fourth Sunday falls on Christmas Eve when we remember Jesus’ birth with songs of happy praise and late service
communion. The entire month signifies the commencement of the Christian year when the promise of salvation so long hoped for becomes a reality in the gift of a baby who becomes the one to demonstrate God’s
love for his creation through his life and ministry culminating in the events of the Passion and Easter.
In the midst of the celebration of this baby’s birth which is often overshadowed by the glitz of decorations and the commercialization of the season, it is important to remember that Christmas begins the process which is accomplished at Easter – evil and death are defeated, and new life is afforded to all in gracious love received in faith. The grace and love of God are demonstrated by Jesus and continue to impact
our lives wherever we are in our journeys. It’s the only gift I know that keeps on giving and brings meaningful transformation in our lives.
So, as Christmas fades from view as we quickly move into a new year, when the decorations come
down, when the toys are put away, when the exchanges are returned to the stores, may the real meaning of
Christmas continue to impact each of our lives. May divine love and grace do their work in the way we
manage our daily walk, the ways we encounter and act toward others, and share our love and faith as we
see Christ present in us and others.
May hope, joy, peace and love be yours,

Dick

Longest Night Service *

Thursday, December 21, 2017 ~ 7:00 pm
Childcare is available

If Christmas doesn’t quite feel like a happy time this year,
join us for this quiet, meditative service. Together we’ll
pray, sing, read scripture, light candles, and remember
that God’s presence is with all of us, no matter where we
are on life’s journey during this holy season.
~ All are welcome ~
* This service is held on or near the winter solstice, the longest night of
darkness during the year, and acknowledges how we are sometimes living
through the “longest nights” of our lives during the holiday season.
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Adult Faith Formation
Advent Begins Sunday, December 3.
The Adult Education Board will be providing Advent Devotionals for our
church family. The Advent Devotions will be available in the workroom
during the week and on the Adult Education table after worship on Sunday, December 3.
“Watch, pay attention, stay wide awake, for the hour is coming . . . .”—Mark 13:35
"Jesus says, “Watch!” So check yours often this season. (With your heads up, please.) And may these devotions help you
to tell time truly: to feel your pulse, find the way, scan the skies, and count your steps on your way to God, who is even
now finding a way to you, in flesh and blood and time."- Mary Luti, from the Introduction
Watch: 2017 Advent Devotional is a unique collection of devotions that includes an insightful scripture verse
and prayer for each day of Advent. Begins December 3 (first Sunday of Advent) and continues through
Christmas Day

Short Term Winter Women’s Bible Study
We’ve got the perfect New Year’s resolution for you! Resolve now to try an organized Bible study for the first
time, or to get back into regular Bible study, or to participate in a new Bible study in 2018!
Join us as we dive into God’s word together using Beth Moore’s new SIX WEEK Bible study: The Quest.
Through daily exercises and weekly videos we will explore God’s word and strengthen our faith together.
Invite a friend and mark your calendars now. All are welcome!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, January 3 – Wednesday, February 7
Daytime: 12:30 – 2:00 pm OR Evening: 6:45 – 8:15 pm
Workbooks provided for all participants
Childcare available upon request
Sign-ups begin in December
Questions? Contact Tracy Zappone (pzappone@yahoo.com)

Mark your calendar!
Thursday, January 18, 2018 is the 50th Christian Unity Prayer Service being held at First Congregational
Church of Hudson. The day begins at 10:00 am with the ecumenical prayer service which will focus on the
theme, “Your Right Hand, O Lord, Glorious in Power” (Exodus 15:6). After the service a catered lunch will be
served. The luncheon cost is $15 per person. Tickets are available through the Church Office. Make your
check payable to FCCH with CUPS in the memo line. RSVP by January 14, 2018. The prayer service is free
and open to all; it does not require a ticket to attend.

Micah Project Small Groups – At the center of the Micah Project are small groups! Small groups will
meet for five weeks starting the week of February 18 and ending the week of March 18. Coming January 7 we
will be rolling out sign ups for small groups. You will be able to select from 50 groups, meeting at various
days, times and locations. The Adult Ed Board is excited about the opportunity to engage 500-600 people in
small groups during Lent this year! If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Steve Hockstra
(shockstra@hudsonucc.org).
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Music Ministries
From November 5 - 8, a group of UCC ministers, administrators and liturgical
scholars from the United States and Canada gathered at the National Headquarters in
Cleveland. One of their goals was to design a mechanism by which lay and clergy
alike could learn about and revitalize worship in their home churches.
It was a scintillating experience. We were all liturgy wonks of one sort or another
with a wide variety of experiences and opinions. We spent hours discussing our
shared history and tradition, examining the shape of the liturgy and determining its
ability to speak to our modern world. We dissected each major section of Sunday worship (Gathering,
Word, Response, Sending), coming up with a plethora of ideas to celebrate each one fully and communally. No thought was too creative.
Our discussions surrounding communion were particularly interesting, especially considering our
shared denominational history. There was general agreement that communion should be celebrated more
often and that it is an integral part of worship, whether communion is actually served or not. In fact, one
participant church puts the plate and cup on the communion table each week, whether it is Communion
Sunday or not, reminding the worshippers that Word and Sacrament go together.
We commented on the general lack of the richness of Scripture in Sunday worship, noting that many
churches do not use the fullness of the liturgy of the Word (Old Testament, sung Psalm response, New
Testament, Gospel Acclamation, Gospel). Coming from a tradition of Sola Scriptura, it seemed odd that
Protestants would not avail themselves to that which they fought so hard to defend during the Reformation.
It is a sobering reality that many of our churches in the UCC have fewer than 100 members and for a
number of clergy, ministering to more than one congregation is a fact of life. Those preachers talked about
the challenge of doing meaningful liturgy with few resources in terms of time, talent, treasure and congregants. A number of churches have gone to a “praise band” concept since they cannot afford a trained musician and most of the praise music available today is simple enough for amateur musicians to play. That,
in itself, has serious ramifications for the future of worship.
We spent time discussing words and THE Word. It is a discussion worth having in every church, as it
has an impact on everything from prayers and Scripture to preaching and music. There were several other
fine musicians in our group and we found it interesting that the subject of music in worship was not discussed early on. It was only later we realized that it was intrinsically woven into nearly every discussion
of liturgy!
The final act of our three days together was to create a worship service at Amistad Chapel on the
ground floor of UCC headquarters. We discussed many ideas and came up with a prayer service centered
around the prayer requests of people on the street. So we went outside and gathered prayers from homeless people, folks going to the Cavs game, people going to and from work - anyone who walked by and
dropped a prayer in our little basket. We wove a worship service around those things closest to people’s
hearts and it was truly a moving experience. Actually, it kind of reminded me of our eleven fifty-nine service!
Our work will come to fruition when we offer our first Worship Camp, perhaps in Fall of 2018, to the
people of our denomination who are interested in furthering their liturgical education and being inspired
by the experience of creating worship together.
See you in church!

Tom
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Youth Ministries

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS
D&D - If you haven’t already started shopping for your ugly Christmas sweater now is the
time! Our annual D&D Christmas Party and Ugly Sweater contest is December 20 – friends and
their sweaters are most definitely welcome. Before then we’ll spend the month soaking in the
season and getting ready for Christmas. And probably eating a bunch of candy canes along the
way. We meet 3-5 pm every Wednesday. Hope to see you there!

CONFIRMATION - This is a great season for confirmands and mentors to spend time together in service. There are so many opportunities to make giving and serving part of your journey. Check this newsletter, the weekly bulletin, or get in touch with our service coordinators Mr.
Wells (330-958-4528) and Mr. Hooker (330-840-9013) for ideas. After our meeting on December 3
we meet again January 7, 2018. Remember to set up a meeting spot with your mentor so that
you may attend church together at 10:30. Afterwards, you can go right to the Youth Room (new
location!) where lunch is always provided. Be sure to bring your Bible and binder. And keep a
look out for details on our January visit to Temple Israel. Please contact Callie with any questions or concerns.

TPP - The Pittsburgh Project (TPP) is happening again next summer. At the time of this writing
there are only a handful of spaces left. Be sure to grab yours so you don’t miss out! Our first
summer was a huge success and we cannot wait to have an even better experience is 2018. Mark
your calendar now for July 9-13. Dads and Moms, we are also looking for a few chaperones – I
promise you will be inspired by the heart and hard work of our middle schoolers – plus they are
a ton of fun! Please contact Callie with any questions.

BREAKFAST CLUB - Jesus is Coming! Breakfast Club will be meeting December 3, 10 and
17 and will talk about the coming of Christ. Breakfast Club will not meet December 24 and 31,
due to Christmas Break.
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Youth Ministries

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS
IMPACT - Sunday 6:00 - 7:30 pm
•
•
•

•

December 3: All I Want to Be. If you could be anything, anything, what would you be,
what dream would you pursue?
December 10: All I Want For Christmas. If you could have anything for Christmas, what
would you ask for???
December 15: Impact Christmas Party, 7:00-9:00 pm. We will be at the home of Burke
Villenauve (34 Stratford Road) celebrating Christmas with our annual White Elephant
Gift Exchange.
December 24 & 31: NO Impact, but we will be back on January 7.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH:
GENNESARET SOUP KITCHEN - Don’t miss the opportunity to serve at Gennesaret
this month on Saturday, December 2. We serve from 9-2:30. This is a great opportunity for all of
our youth, both middle and high school as well as confirmands and their mentors. Please contact Mr. Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or Mr. Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) with questions or to sign up.

SWAG - Every couple of months, Students with a Goal, come to our church for a night of food,
fun, laughter, and games. The next time they will be here is December 7. We are looking for students who would like to hang out with the SWAG students at our church. If you are interested,
contact Meredith Coy (jeffandmer@gmail.com).

ROCK Christmas Party - Monday, December 18 at 7:00 pm at the
Menolasino home (150 North Hayden Parkway in Hudson)!
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The Micah Project … Coming Soon!

We are embarking on a new program for this Lenten season! The Micah Project, a five-week focus
on doing justice, loving mercy and walking humbly with God, includes a combination of study, daily
and weekly action and small group fellowship.

At the center of the Micah Project are small group meetings
that will meet once a week for all five weeks. In early January, you will be asked to sign up for a small group that
would fit your schedule.

But Micah is far more than small group study. It’s about incorporating daily prayer, acts of mercy, generosity, and weekly worship participation into your life.
What can you do now to get ready?
•

Put the following dates on your calendar:
Sunday, January 7: Small Group Sign Up Begins
Sunday, February 11: Fat Sunday (one service at 10:00 am)

•

Begin thinking about the best dates and times that you could participate in a small group

•

Familiarize yourself with Micah 6:8 – the foundation of the project

Questions? For information about small groups, please contact Steve Hockstra shockstra@hudsonucc.org).
For all other inquiries, contact Sue Wimer (swimer@hudsonucc.org).

Fat Tuesday Moves to Fat Sunday in 2018 – Party Planners Needed!
The Micah Project will launch on Sunday, February 11, at our single 10:00 am service. Following worship,
we will celebrate Mardi Gras! That’s right – our beloved church tradition of Fat Tuesday will be held on
Sunday this year!
We are looking for individuals who would like to be on this party planning team. Interested? Contact Sue
Wimer (swimer@hudsonucc.org).
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First Serve 2018 Kickoff Event Will Feature
Akron’s Mayor Horrigan
January 11, 2018 at 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall

A Celebration of our Day of Service
Everyone is invited to this special event highlighting the projects and people of
First Serve 2017 along with plans for our 2018 event. Reunite with your fellow crew members
and bring along a friend who may want to join us in the new year. We will feature guest speaker
Mayor Dan Horrigan and a video highlighting First Serve 2017. Friends from Summit Lake
organizations will have information tables available. Light refreshments provided.
Questions? Contact Sue Wimer at swimer@hudsonucc.org
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Children’s Ministries
Come Visit the Live Nativity!
We are so blessed to be the church that creates the Live
Nativity on our town green, so please plan on joining us.
Don’t miss this wonderful ministry we provide for our
community.
December 3, 12:00-5:00 (near the Clock Tower)

Are you able to help us during the Holiday Season?
We still have openings for some teacher and shepherd spots for this rotation (now
through 1/7). What an incredible way to celebrate Christmas by teaching our children
the amazing story of our faith! Please look below and let us know if you can help!

Toddler-KG (now through 1/7) not included: 12/24 and 12/31
9:00:
9:00:
10:30:
10:30:

Storyteller and Craft Teacher
Toddler-KG Shepherd
Storyteller and Craft Teacher
Toddler-KG shepherd

Christmas Through the Eyes of … (now through 1/7) not included: 12/24 and 12/31
9:00:
9:00 and 10:30 on 12/3:
9:00 and 10:30 on 1/7:
10:30:
10:30:

1st-5th Grade Shepherd
The Tabernacle Teacher
Our Acts Teacher
4th Grade Shepherd
5th Grade Shepherd

Pre-Kindergarten Enrichment
STEM and the ARTS
The Children’s Center is excited to introduce Pre-Kindergarten Enrichment
classes in STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) and The
Arts (visual arts, music, dance, and drama)
Beginning Wednesday January 3 all preschool children are invited to join us
for Pre-Kindergarten Enrichment classes from 12:30-2:00 pm. Each Wednesday
is a stand-alone class, so children can come once or every Wednesday! Children who are enrolled in other
local preschool programs or are at home are welcome to join us, as well. What about lunch? The Children’s Center offers Lunch & Learn (where children bring a packed lunch and share in a meal together,
followed by a little extra preschool learning, including Spanish!)
Children can arrive at 11:30 for Lunch and Learn and stay right through to our Enrichment classes until
2:00. (Or arrive at 12:30 for Enrichment classes only.)

WHO?

WHAT?

WHEN?

COST?

Three and four
year olds

Pre-Kindergarten
Enrichment in STEM
and the Arts

Wednesday afternoons
12:30-2:00 pm

Enrichment: $15
Lunch and Learn: $10

10

Missions and Outreach
"I know that I probably can't change the world,
but I'm positive that we can." -Bono
Christmas Angel Tree: Once again this year, we will have the opportunity to help
make Christmas a little brighter for the children at Findley Community Learning Center. Please visit the Christmas tree in Fellowship Hall where you can select a tag identifying the age of the student and a few gift suggestions. Unwrapped gifts can be
dropped off at the church no later than Thursday, December 14.

Trinity Clothing & Household – Winter Coats & Jackets, Shoes & Boots
Needed. Located just four blocks from Findley CLC, Trinity provides support to the families of Findley
students.
Please place your donations in the blue bin by the coat rack or the wooden cabinet in the stairwell.
Greatest Needs:
 Blankets, sheets, comforters, quilts - Full, Queen, or King
 Winter coats and jackets for all ages and sizes
 Boots and shoes: children’s, men’s and women’s sizes
 Hats, gloves, mittens, scarves for everyone
 Preschool and Toddler clothing, sizes 2T - 5
Thank you! Questions? Please contact Sandy Miller at sandyxd91@gmail.com.
Thinking about your new year's resolution? Just an hour of your time each week makes a big impact on
the life of another...as well as your own. Please consider volunteering at one of these places:
Findley Community Learning Center, contact Jane Penny at pennyfam@aol.com
SWAG, contact Bruch Hahn at Bruce.Hahn@Goodyear.com
Trinity Clothing Room, contact Sandy Miller at sandyxd91@gmail.com
Family Promise, contact Patty Molten at patty@moltenfamily.com
Gennesaret, contact Jeff Wells at jeffreylwells@gmail.com
OPEN M Lunch, contact Nancy Martinez at martclan@outlook.com
Mobile Meals, contact Henry Vigor at hkvigor@windstream.net
For information about volunteer opportunities at these programs, please stop by the Outreach Information Center located in the church's main hallway.

FAMILY PROMISE
We are so thankful for Family Promise and all of the volunteers that make this week happen. Family
Promise is made up of multi-faith communities, FCCH being one, who provide overnight housing in the
congregation’s facilities for homeless families, one week at a time on a rotating basis. The host church
provides meals, fellowship and transportation to and from work, school and the Family Day Center. If
you would like to volunteer, our next host week begins Sunday, January 7. Email Patty Molten for more
details: patty@moltenfamily.com.

Women’s Ministry - LIFT Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, December 6 - 11:30 appetizers and 12 Noon, lunch is served, Cost - $16.00
Be sure to join us for the annual Christmas Luncheon at Laurel Lake. After a lovely lunch we will be entertained by The Laurel Lake Encore Chorale to get us in the holiday spirit. Mission project is to bring an
unwrapped child’s toy or gift to donate to OPEN M. RSVP is required and due by Monday, December 4.
We hope to see you on the 6!
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Health Ministries
Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with
your soul. ~ 3 John1:2

Primary care visits can be challenging. You’ve possibly waited weeks for
the appointment. The day finally arrives and perhaps you wait again, hoping you
don’t encounter anyone sick as you ponder your visit. You finally see the physician
and the minutes fly by. How can you respect the physician’s time, but also feel that
you are fully and confidently participating in the care you receive?
First: Prepare. Ahead of time, think through what you would like to discuss. If you have an ongoing complaint, try to discover if there is a family history that will help your provider better understand you as an
individual. It is all right to take notes into an appointment with your questions.
Second: Speak up. Medical providers are trained to evaluate symptoms and decide what is causing them.
If you have a personal or family history that worries you, say something. Even if what is on your mind is
not a worry, when answering and checking all the boxes required of you by the office, make sure to say
”There’s something I want to be sure I have a chance to say.”
Third: Be honest. Don’t hide embarrassing symptoms. Even when discussing medications, don’t diminish
side effects that might be making your life uncomfortable- a doctor cannot treat what he or she is not
aware of.
Fourth: Listen reflectively. Ask for clarification when you need to. For example, “So my choices are X or Y
and you think X is best because…” or “If I decide I’d rather wait to do the test, my risk is…” Understanding your treatment plan, even just a medication choice, helps you fully participate in your own healing.
Fifth: Double-check. Most doctors will ask, “Do you have any questions?” at the close of the visit. Check
any notes you made ahead of the appointment to double-check you asked all your questions. Make sure
you leave with instructions for what follow-up forms or tests you will be responsible for and when to
schedule your next appointment to be sure you follow through on your end of the doctor-patient partnership.
*From the Model for Healthy Living

In His Name, Kathy

Next FYI (Feeling Young Inside) program will be held January 8, 2018 at 12
noon in Fellowship Hall. The topic will be Medicare Basics presented by Doug McDowell. This will be a great program for those getting ready to enter the Medicare system as
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Welcome New Members!
Joined October 29, 2017

Jim and Mackenzie Hester

Alan and Audrey Peterson

Ben and Sandy Rexroad
Heidi Walters

Jim and Mackenzie Hester
7289 Selworthy Lane, Solon 44139
Jim: 330-289-7325; Mackenzie 440-429-5767
Jim: James.F.hester@gmail.com
Mackenzie: Mjhester7@gmail.com
Jim is a software engineer for RStudio, Inc.
And Mackenzie is a stay-at-home mom.
They have two children, Elise and Charlotte.

Gary and Betsy Weimer

Rick and Kim Nickerson

Ben and Sandy Rexroad
6034 Stone Road, Hudson
330-650-2916
writesandy@msn.com
Ben and Sandy are retired.

Rick and Kim Nickerson
2 High Street, Hudson
Rick 440-596-9922; Kim: 419-350-5306
Nickerson321@gmail.com
Rick is Vice President, Service, for Energy
Control and Kim is a Financial Assistance
for Bear Pelland Associates.

Heidi Walters
2384 Cambridge Drive, Hudson
917-532-0999
heidiswalters@yahoo.com
Heidi is a writing and marketing consultant and
has two children, Ingrid and Henry.

Alan and Audrey Peterson
200 Laurel Lake Drive, Apt. E286, Hudson
330-655-4255
alaudpete@gmail.com
Alan and Audrey are retired.

Gary and Betsy Weimer
298 Tinkers Trail, Aurora 44202
Gary: 216-314-9696; Betsy: 330-569-4508
Gary and Betsy are both retired from the
Cleveland Clinic.
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CALENDAR FOR ADVENT SEASON
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Sundays in Advent: December 3, 10 and 17 ~ Worship at 9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 AM
Longest Night Service: December 21 at 7:00 PM
December 24: Single Worship at 10:00 AM
December 31: Worship at 9:00, 10:30, 11:59 AM
Advent Breakfast at Laurel Lake: Monday, December 11, 9:00 AM
Advent Worship at The Gables of Hudson: Monday, December 11, 11:00 AM

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
3:00 PM

Wonderful Wednesday Children’s Pageant: “Miracle on Bethlehem Street”*

5:00 PM

A traditional service of hearing the story and singing carols.
Special music.

7:00 PM

A traditional service of hearing the story and singing carols.
Men’s Ensemble and members of the Men of Independence with brass quartet.*

11:00 PM

Communion Service ~ Bring in Christmas at a service concluding at midnight with
the sacrament of Holy Communion.
Chancel Choir with instrumental consort.
*Nursery care available at 3/5/7 PM worship services.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Live Nativity: Sunday, December 3, Noon-5:00 PM Clock Tower Green
Women’s Ministries Christmas Luncheon: Wednesday, December 6, 11:30 AM at Laurel Lake
Impact High School Christmas Party: Friday, December 15, 7:00 PM at the Villenauve’s home
D&D Middle School Christmas Party: Wednesday, December 20, 3:00 PM Youth Room
FYI, Feeling Young Inside, Luncheon: Monday, January 8, Noon Fellowship Hall

OFFERING ENVELOPE PICK-UP
Offering envelopes will be available for pick-up beginning Sunday, December 3.
Envelopes are assigned ONLY to those who have requested them from the Church Finance Office.

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES FOR TAX PURPOSES
Contribution

Report for 2017

Report for 2018

Checks written in Dec., ‘17, placed in church offering in Jan., ‘18

X

Checks written and placed in church offering in Jan., ’18,
but “backdated” to Dec., ’17

X

Checks written and placed in church offering in Dec., ’17,
“postdated” to Jan., ’18

X

Checks written in Dec., ‘17, placed in the mail and postmarked in Dec., ‘17,
but not received by the church until Jan., ‘18
Checks written in Dec., ‘17, placed in the mail in Dec., ‘17, but not postmarked
until Jan., ‘18, and not received by the church until Jan., ’18

X
X

Important Notice
To ensure the deductibility of your church contribution, please do not file your 2017 income tax return until you have received
a written acknowledgement of your contributions from the church. This statement will be mailed out by January 31, 2018.
If you have any questions, please contact the Finance Office. Thank you!
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BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to:
The baptism of Mackenzie Jaye Hester and daughters Elise Claire and Charlotte Lorraine
Hester October 29, 2017. Jim Hester is the proud husband and father.
Nick and Emily Lopick on the baptism of daughter, Daphne Rose Lopick November 19, 2017.
DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to:
The family and friends of Rhea Bowen on her death November 5, 2017.
Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:
Nancy Christensen, Grace Lewis, Ed Lutz, JoAnn Pope, Jack Spelman,
Dorothy Van Buskirk
GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman
GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson
THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Martha Crichton, Doris Hill
CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick and Corky Buhler
MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Joan Buchanan
ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson
INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE OF AURORA: James Rothgery
In the late 1830s, Owen Brown (father of John Brown) and fellow Church member William Dawes joined the Board of Trustees of Oberlin College. They chose Oberlin over
Hudson’s Western Reserve College because it had a stronger position against slavery. In
1840, Dawes travelled to Great Britain to speak at antislavery societies and raise money
for Oberlin. In his Glasgow speech, he said, “In the Oberlin, the black man is allowed
his place as a man, his mind improved, his talents developed, and he is prepared to act
his part as a man of intelligence in society—” [as printed in the Ohio Observer, Hudson,
Ohio, Oct. 22, 1840]
Frank Manak, Church Historian

WORSHIP SCHEULE

CLERGY

9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am Worship

The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59
Services at our website and Facebook Live

PROGRAM STAFF

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries
Children’s Center and Education
Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries
Children’s Center and Education
Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator
Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministry Assistant
Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of Music Ministries
Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist
Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach
Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries
Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect

Phone (330) 650-4048
Fax (330) 656-1760
www.hudsonucc.org

ADJUNCT CLERGY
LIKE US at
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”
Comment & SHARE!

The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community
The Rev. Janet Ross, Mission for Haiti/Amistad Chapel
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
All with candlelight
Nursery care at 3/5/7PM

10:00 AM
Single Service

3:00 PM
Children’s Pageant: “Miracle on Bethlehem Street”

5:00 PM
A traditional service of hearing the story and singing carols.
Special music.

7:00 PM
A traditional service of hearing the story and singing carols.
Men’s Ensemble and members of the Men of Independence with brass quartet.

11:00 PM
Communion Service ~ Bring in Christmas at a service concluding
at midnight with the sacrament of Holy Communion.
Chancel Choir with instrumental consort.

Requested in Home Delivery Nov. 24-27
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