Dear Friends,
I woke up this morning feeling a little like the Indians.
As I write, the Indians have won a record eighteen games
straight (and counting). At FCCH, we are on a similar run.
Yesterday was our sixth winning First Serve in a row. About
800 of us were in the Summit Lake neighborhood of Akron
engaged in service, and even more in building relationships. Why was it a win this
year? I want to share just a few of my personal observations.
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The day started in worship, which is the best way to frame our days. Even more,
with a packed Sanctuary and overflow in Fellowship Hall, it was a joy to share
with people of many faiths in the sending. Yes, each of our faiths is unique. Yet
it matters that we celebrate that which holds us together as children of God,
which is how God sees all the people of the world.



Having all 800 people in one neighborhood gave a greater sense of community
than in previous years when our work stretched from Cleveland to Akron and
everywhere in between. As I drove through the side streets of the Summit Lake
neighborhood, I rarely went more than a block when I would see another cluster
of people in gray First Serve t-shirts engaged in one of more than sixty projects.



Not only did we bring many people to the neighborhood, thanks to our
partnerships with the City of Akron and so many organizations, lots of the
residents of the community joined in on the work. That’s the best type of service:
projects people want and become a part of themselves.



New relationships were formed. I had the privilege of working on a community
garden on Bachtel Avenue, digging post holes and putting up a fence. I started
digging the holes by myself, but was quickly joined by a young man by the name
of Ahmed who offered to help (he ended up digging more holes than I did). As
we dug, we had a lot of time to talk. I asked him how he ended up at the garden
and he told me he “likes doing community service.” He said he did it a lot in his
home country, Saudi Arabia. He told me he came to the states for graduate
work. He spent about a year in Blacksburg, Virginia learning English. He came
to Akron nine months ago seeking a master’s degree in mechanical engineering,
so that he could teach in a university back home. He told me how much he’s
loved being in the United States, but that it has been very lonely without family
and friends. I’m thankful that I now have a new friend who joined me
throughout the rest of the afternoon, long after we finished work on the fence,
hauling debris and painting.



Most of all, I was struck by the wonder of each of you. The overwhelming
majority of people were from our congregation. Not only did you enter the day
with a spirit of generosity, you did so with joy and with love. It was evident in
everyone I saw. Each of you seeking to build new relationships and be a
presence for neighbors you didn’t know until that day.
Continued on page 3

I’ll say it again this year, as I say every year: autumn is my favorite season. The
changing colors in the landscape, the cooler weather, the sharper shadows as the earth’s tilt
toward the sun shifts, the harvest of fields and gardens—all of it is pleasing to my eyes and
gives me a comforting, satisfactory feeling. The tastes of the season are pleasing, too, like
hot apple cider, crisp apples you pick yourself from an orchard, homemade pumpkin pie,
and Heinen’s delicious pumpkin roll. If I must express one displeasure with the season,
it’s with all foods flavored with “pumpkin-spice,” like lattes and cereals. The whole
“pumpkin-spice” craze has gotten a little out of control for my tastes.
Yet, indeed, autumn offers much for all the senses. Beyond sight and taste, there’s
the smell of smoke from evening fire pits that ward off the creeping cold. There’s the crunch of fallen, dried
leaves under foot. There’s the smooth surface of a pumpkin and the rough texture of the stem where it attached
to the vine.
As autumn approached this year, I realized my love for the season arises mainly from all the visible
change the season evokes. All seasons of the year provide visible changes to the scenery around us, but something of the dying (changing) nature inherent in the fall season captivates me. Perhaps it’s the fact that while the
earth will lie dormant under the cold and snow of winter, that life—and spring—will follow. It’s a distant hope,
but that’s the promise of autumn: that dying and death are followed by life, not immediately, but eventually.
What strikes me about my love of the fall season and all the changes that happen during it is that I, like
many of you, don’t automatically embrace change when it happens in life. Sometimes change is welcome, like
the opportunity to take a vacation and get away from the day-to-day routine. More often, though, change
brings uncertainty, discomfort, and grief to our lives. Yes, grief. A mentor once commented that all change involves grieving at some level. When change happens, something is lost; and we may grieve that loss, even if we
are looking forward to whatever is new or changed in our lives.
So is my love of the fall season with all its changes some twisted fascination with grief? I don’t think so,
at least I hope that’s not the case. But autumn does remind me most vividly that change happens, whether
we’re ready for it or not, whether we want it or not. Autumn comes each year, as does change in our lives. The
writer of Ecclesiastes certainly knew this wisdom as captured in the famous verses, “For everything there is a
season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a
time to pluck up what is planted…” (3:1-2).
Change happens, and we do best to embrace that change and the grief that accompanies it as best we
can, even if our doing so is ugly and painful and difficult. For when we acknowledge change and its companion grief; when we identify it and name it in our lives, then somehow, we are able to face it and move with it
and move through it. And we often find it isn’t a solitary journeying. We do it with our faith, with God as our
sure and constant presence, and with the support of friends and family
Change—the death of a loved one, the dissolution of a relationship, a move to college, a change in job, a
loss of ability, and so many other changes. They will happen in our lives, just as the autumn season does, and
will likely bring us grief. Something is lost, something dies. But as the autumn season shows us, death happens; yet life will rise again from the cold, hard earth.
I wish I could say that with this realization I will better face changes in my life. I now have the realization, though, so that helps to some extent. I can still say autumn is my favorite season, and perhaps even more
so now. For if the natural world God created is able to face change, so can I, with God’s help.
Autumn Blessings to You,

Jeanette
Newcomers and Membership Informational Gathering
See the back page for details on our next class in October.
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The month of October marks nature’s glorious turning of the tree leaves into glorious colors and perhaps the most brilliant display before they fall in a crescendo to the
ground. The cycle of nature is completed and the land lies dormant until new life comes
in the early spring.
In over fifty-five years of ministry, I am struck with the parallels and similarities
in the death or process of dying of family, friends, parishioners or others encounter on
their life and faith journeys. Some have gone peacefully in their sleep which is the wish
of the living if they had their choice. In contrast, some others have gone kicking and
screaming, even cursing God. Still others put up impressive battles against horrifying
diseases, chronic pain, or ever progressing Parkinson’s disease or the destructive course
of Alzheimer’s and its impact on their life span.
Why do some people die with a song in their heart while others seem defeated or enduring something
which should never happen to them? The most impressive factor that makes a huge difference is their faith
relationship with God and others. One instance I remember vividly was an experience as an Army Chaplain
paying a pastoral visit to a general who was a terminal patient in Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C.
He stridently insisted that he would not die because he was in an important position and had too much left to
do. His angry determination would pull him through his current situation. He defiantly passed away in the
next forty-eight hours.
In contrast, I have encountered numerous people, some young and many older, who face the ending
of their lives with acceptance and peace because of their experience of the love and presence of God in their
life journeys. To them their lives have been grounded in rich and fulfilling relationships with others, and
they have loved and received love in return. As they near the end of their lives, they feel it is important that
there is no unfinished business with family or friends and the need to affirm those relationships with final
goodbyes. Many have expressed their readiness for God to take them with the only question being “When?”
or “How soon?” A number have expressed such acceptance as a prayer of thanks to the One who has sustained them or given them long life with memorable relationships and meaningful experiences that have
made differences in the lives of others – certainly such expressions describe “the peace that passes understanding” which their faith provides.
In such reflection, I am struck by the cycle of human life as part of the cycle of nature where this article began. As trees produce new life in the early spring, so we too are born, go through a growth cycle to maturity, and bring forth whatever fruit in our living and loving relationships before our dying with promise
and hope of new life. Our calling as Christians is to live our lives fully demonstrating the love and acceptance we receive from God in our love and care for others. That process gives meaning, fulfillment, and
peace to our journeys. May it be so!
Blessings, Dick

Rev. Peter Wiley ~ Continued from page 1

I offer great thanks to all who were a part of the day in whatever way you were able, physically
present, in financial support and for those who prayerfully held the day and those involved in your
hearts. There are far too many people to thank, but I’d be remiss if I didn’t give thanks to our co-chairs,
Sue Wimer and Trip Kern, who held the day together in a wonderful spirit. If nothing else was learned
that day, there is no doubt, we are far more together than we could ever hope to be apart.
As always,
Peter
PS: As I write this, I do so with the hope the Indians winning streak will continue, and confident that our
efforts of love in the world will never stop winning.
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Adult Faith Formation
EXPERT OFFERING … New
On Saturday, October 14, Shane Claiborne, a well-known theologian, author,
and social activist will lead a conversation about the Christian faith and the work of
overcoming division. This event, hosted by the Westside UCC Theological Forum,
will take place between 9:00-11:00 am at The Pilgrim Congregational Church in
Tremont.
Shane is founding partner of The Simple Way community, a radical and
progressive faith community that lives among and serves the homeless in the
Kensington neighborhood of Philadelphia. Shane is the author of several books
including The Irresistible Revolution and Jesus for President. In 2008, Shane and The Simple Way community
were featured in a documentary entitled The Ordinary Radicals.
If you are interested in attending this “field trip” please sign-up through the Church Office, (330) 650-4048
or email churchoffice@hudsonucc.org by Sunday, October 8. The cost to attend is $20 per person. Board
member Kelly Berger will contact registrants prior to the event to coordinate transportation.

The Bridge Group
A group for moms of FCCH who are crossing over the “bridge,” as their kids leave the elementary years
and enter their teen years, as they gently guide, then walk alongside their kids into adulthood. This phase
brings a whole new set of challenges: teenagers (need we say more?), college decisions, “senioritis,”
college drop-off, graduations, new jobs, moving out, etc. This group is for moms of teens and young
adults looking for friendship and support while traveling on a new path of motherhood. We laugh; we
cry; we pray; we lift each other up and have fun together! We meet in members’ homes once a month
(date is the hostess’ choice). Watch the bulletins for our next gathering. Questions? Contact Steve
Hockstra and he’ll put you in touch with one of our coordinators.

Book Study – Love to Stay: Sex, Grace, and Commitment
Falling in love is easy, but staying in love takes courage, hard work, and lots of grace. In this book, Adam
Hamilton explores how, with God’s help, we can make love last. Drawing upon a survey of thousands of
couples and singles, interviews with relationship and marriage therapists, the latest research in the field,
and wisdom from the Bible, Hamilton looks at what it takes to create and sustain healthy, meaningful
romantic relationships across the course of a lifetime.
When: 7:00-8:00 pm, Monday evenings (October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, and November 6)
Where: Room 301
Childcare available upon request.
Books are available in class.
Sign up by contacting the Church Office at churchoffice@hudsonucc.org, (330) 650-4048, or online
at www.hudsonucc.org (under the Adults tab).

SMALL HOME STUDY GROUPS
Connecting … Equipping … Transforming
- Are you Interested in joining or forming a small home study group?
- Do you want to explore the possibility of growing in your faith while connecting with others?
- Are you simply curious about what a small group might be able to offer?
Small home study groups offer social connections, trust, faith, fun and fellowship and are now forming.
If you are interested in learning more or have questions, email Bob Carleton at bobcarleton@adjob.com.
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Music Ministries

We have been talking about water a lot lately, for better or for worse. Just like
another primordial force - fire, water can be used for good or ill. We saw the devastation of a hurricane in Texas recently that cost much loss of life and property. And we
experienced the joy of Water Sunday when congregants brought water from the far
corners of the earth (interestingly enough, since the earth is round and doesn’t have any corners. I have
always wondered where that phrase came from!).
The Scriptures are replete with water references (722 of them), beginning at Genesis 1:2 and ending
with Revelation 21:7. Before there was even light, there was water, over which hovered the Spirit of God.
The role of water for purification and cleansing goes far back into the book of Leviticus, written around
500 B.C.
Perhaps the most deeply spiritual use of water in the New Testament is the use of water in baptism, one of the two sacraments celebrated in our church. Since everyone is familiar with water’s role in
cleansing, it is easy to understand the analogy of baptism cleansing the soul from sin. The image of dying
to sin and rising to new life is also graphically displayed if the baptism is by immersion. The passage from
Ezekiel 47 is often employed during the blessing of the baptismal waters; the famous Vidi aqam (I saw water flowing).

On the sacred music side, there are naturally many, many songs that have water as their subject.
Down in the River to Pray (made popular in O Brother, Where Art Thou?) extends an invitation to come
down in the river to be baptized. In fact, there are numerous songs with the identical title of Come to the
Water. John Foley’s version is another touching invitation (let all who thirst, come to the water) to come
bringing nothing but yourself. Another piece with the same title uses the water in human tears as an analogy of Christ’s suffering on the cross. I have often thought that the word “Come” is used as an invitation
in these instances, not a command. God is always welcoming us, coaxing us even, to come to the healing
waters of salvation and grace.
That healing element is used numerous times throughout the Scriptures. The story of Elisha and
Naaman in 2 Kings 5 has Naaman wash in the Jordan River seven times to be cleaned of leprosy. Jesus
sent a blind man to the Pool of Siloam to wash and receive his sight (John 9:7), for which many songs were
written, mostly entitled Blind Man or Jesus said to the Blind Man. Wade in the Water, that great Negro
Spiritual, is a reference to the Pool of Siloam, where they believed that God “troubled the waters”.
It is not surprising that authors and composers would be inspired to write about something as
basic to life as water. Water cleanses, nourishes, purifies and heals us. Let us immerse ourselves in the River of Life as we praise the author of all that is good.

See you in church!

Tom
5

Youth Ministries - Middle School

D&D
What an exciting start to D&D we have had this year! We have already made great friendships, learned
some fun new games, gone on a field trip, served together, and collected donations for hurricane victims.
Join us as we continue to have fun, learn, grown, and talk about what’s important to you. We meet every
Wednesday, right after school in the Youth Room. Just head over right after school for snacks, games and
great discussions. Friends are always welcome so bring a buddy to share the fun.

Confirmation
Thirteen confirmands and their mentors have kicked off a great year of growing and sharing their
faith. Regular meeting will be the first Sunday of every month, including October 1, from 10:30-1:00
pm. This month we also have our first group outing. Friday, October 13 at 12:00 pm we will visit the Islamic Society of Akron and Kent. There is no school this day. We will meet at church and travel together
to the mosque, where we will observe Friday prayer services. Afterwards we will have a chance to chat
with some of their members. Lunch will be provided. Mentors are welcome and encouraged to attend,
however, we know the difficulty of scheduling this on a work day. Confirmands should attend even if
their mentors cannot. We will make sure everyone has transportation. Please let Callie know if you will
be attending.
Our next meeting is November 5. Remember to set up a meeting spot with your mentor so that you may
attend church together at 10:30. Afterwards, you can go right to the Activity Room where lunch is always
provided. Contact Callie with any questions or concerns (cbaylor@hudsonucc.org).

Middle School Mission Trip: TPP
It’s official: our middle schoolers will head back to Pennsylvania next summer for our second annual mission trip: The Pittsburgh Project (TPP). Our first summer was a huge success and we cannot wait to have
an even better experience in 2018. Mark your calendar now for July 9-13. Your $50 deposit will secure
your spot and is due Wednesday, October 25. The total cost of the trip is $395. Spaces are limited so be
sure to get your money in ASAP. Parents, we are also looking for a few chaperones – I promise you will
be inspired by the heart and hard work of our youth. Contact Callie with any questions.
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Youth Ministries - High School
High School Retreat
Keep our high school students in your prayers as they are on their Retreat, September
30 -October 1. Please pray that there is a sense of community and unity amongst our
students. We will be sure to share some pics on our Church Facebook Page and in our
newsletter article next month.

Impact
•
•
•

•
•

•

Sunday 6:00-7:30 pm
October 1 - There will be NO Impact due to the High School Retreat
October 8 - Family … Our hope and desire is that Impact feels like a family to our students. One
important aspect of a family is shared meal time … so once a month our Impact family will share
a meal together! This night at Impact we will be sharing a meal together catered by Panera.
October 15 - Do you get Hangry? Join us as we talk about anger and how best to handle it!
October 22 - Research has found that teens on average spend nine hours a day glued to a screen.
This week at Impact we will be talking about screen time and what we are missing out on in real
time as a result.
October 29 - Impact will gather at the Lehman home, located at 6597 Westpoint Drive in Hudson.
We will meet at our normal time, 6:00-7:30 pm. If you have any questions about this, contact Amy
Baldwin (abaldwin@hudsonucc.org).

ASP Meeting
Are you planning on participating in our high school 2018 ASP Trip? We will gather Sunday, October 8
from 7:30-8:00 pm in Fellowship Hall for an informational meeting and to SIGN UP for this amazing
week of service!

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Breakfast Club - Breakfast Club meets every week at 10:30. However, October 1 is Communion Sunday.
That means there is NO BREAKFAST CLUB for grades 8-12. Instead, high schoolers join your family and
friends in the sanctuary for worship and communion. There will be Breakfast Club on October 1 just for
grades 6 –7 in the Youth Room.

Gennesaret - Don’t miss the opportunity to serve at Gennesaret this month on Saturday, October 7. We
serve from 9-2:30. This is a great opportunity for all of our youth, both middle and high school as well as
confirmands and their mentors. Please contact Mr. Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or Mr. Hooker
(mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) with questions or to sign up.

Service Opportunity: Findley Elementary School Annual Reading Carnival - October 18
The fun filled Findley Elementary Reading Carnival is fast approaching! What’s involved? Adults, high
school and middle school student volunteers help set up the carnival, man carnival game stations and
prize tables, the face painting station, talk and hang out with Findley Elementary students and help with
cleanup/tear down after the carnival has ended. Students will meet at FCCH at 4:15 and return by 7:30
pm. To signup email Jeff Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or Scott Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com)
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First Serve 2017

First Serve 2017—Thank You!
800 participants. 5,000 hours of service. 65 projects. 1,000 hot dogs. Countless lives impacted. First Serve
2017 was quite a success … all thanks to you, the compassionate and hardworking volunteers. At the start
of the day, we crowded in the sanctuary to worship with our friends from Temple Beth Shalom and The
Islamic Center of Akron & Kent. The interfaith service was a perfect way to set the tone for a day of service. Then, all 800 of our volunteers made their way to Summit Lake – where we swarmed the community
with service and love. Here’s what some of the Project Leaders have to say about their experiences.

“The Mural Project was a bridge builder in many ways between
the various groups, in and outside the Summit Lake Neighborhood. Thank you for tearing down the imaginary barrier that allowed us see the beauty in our common shared values rather than
our differences.” - Kareem Melaiye

“We had a crew of all high school service learning students who
were very engaged in the project and stated that it was very eye
opening for them to see how work like this is done and how
needed it is. We all felt we made a positive difference in the living conditions as well as getting to know some nice people who
needed a helping hand.” - Brian M.
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First Serve 2017
“I am particularly glad my kids went (boys ages 6 and
8). They enjoyed working alongside the older volunteers
but particularly, they met some of the kids from the neighborhood who use that playground and came over to help
as well. To me it was important for them to see, even at
age 6 and 8, that they can do something to help others.
Thanks for a great experience!” - Marty Bach

“We just want to say how rewarding it has been to be
able to help the residents of the Summit Lake area. We
know how much it means to them to experience this
kind of effort and support for the community because
so many of them told us so. A great cause, a great day
and a great outcome!” - Meg Searle
Picture by: Laura Johnston, Cleveland.com

“We really enjoyed working with new people, and reaching
in to the neighborhood. The kids couldn’t wait for the
books!” - Kirstin Toth
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Children’s Ministries

Join us for Fall Fellowship at
Munroe Falls Metro Park!
Gather at the Shady Beach Shelter in the Munroe
Falls Metro Park, 521 South River Rd., on October
22 from 2:00 - 4:00 pm. Enjoy the hiking trail, have
fun on a nature scavenger hunt, make some fall
leaf crafts! Feel free to bring yard games (and
there’s fishing available!) plus yummy fall treats
for the whole family! Relax, hang with your
church family, and enjoy fall in one of our area's
prettiest parks!

Try-Outs for our Christmas Pageant!
All 3rd-5th graders are invited to come try-out for solo singing and speaking parts in this year’s Christmas
Pageant! Try-outs will be Wednesday, October 18 from 5:00-6:30 pm.
All K-2nd graders are invited to be part of our pageant, too (but not try-out for parts).
Rehearsals will be every Wednesday between October 25 and December 20 (not November 22) from 5:006:30 pm and there will be a mandatory dress rehearsal Saturday, December 23 from 9:00-11:00 am. The
pageant will be performed December 24 at our 3:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship Service.

Heifer International Collection Boxes
Do you still have a little box full (or partially full) of change sitting at home? There’s still time to donate to
Heifer International! Bring your box (or any donation) in by October 22. We only need $947.03 to reach our
very hopeful goal of $5,000. Every penny counts! Thank you!
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Health Ministries
“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?” ~Psalm 8:3-4

My friend called me to describe a night he had just experienced while at his
lake house. He had just helped his wife settle in to bed and stepped onto the porch.
The sky was pitch dark, the only visible light coming from nearby dock lights reflecting off the water. He said the moon caught his eye this particular night and instead of
going on to the next thing like he normally would, he left his iPad on the table and felt
grateful and present in the moment. Even though his wife of 25 years could not join
him due to her deteriorating disability, he could hear her telling him to stop, look and enjoy.

The longboat glided over the river with grace of a swan, parting the waters and making a soft gurgling sound as I perched myself on a deck chair at the front of the ship. It puzzled me that no one else
seemed to be lured to the top deck, but extremely grateful that I could fully enjoy the night without distraction. The moon was a perfect crescent that shone across the sky. I looked up and saw the stars you can
only see when you are away from the city lights, the stars so far away the light you see is old. It was cool,
it was clear; it was so quiet all I could hear were the sounds God’s world makes. I closed my eyes and listened. I almost chose not to go on this cruise. My mom was recovering in a rehab center from a serious fall.
But as I listened to the silence, I could feel my dad, long deceased, but such a part of my quiet self, whispering to me. “It’s okay to feel content. It’s okay to feel right with the world.”
In spite of what so many want us to believe, this is an amazing world in which we live. There is
beauty, light, and life all around us, and we truly live in the most amazing, safest, richest time in history. I
know, there are wars, rumors of wars, hunger, poverty, and true tragedy all around us, and we must confront all of that. But life, today, in this era, while complicated, is incredible.
That smiling moon the color of which I am at a loss to describe, that moment when my friend’s
wife and my dad’s always-present spirit told us to look, to feel, to breathe, to forget everything else - moments like that show me that God is with us. God smiles at all of us and says it’s okay to feel good.
In His Name,

Kathy
The next FYI (Feeling Young Inside) will be Monday, October 16 at 12
noon in Fellowship Hall. Our speaker is a Park Ranger from the National
Park Service who will give us insight into the Cuyahoga Valley National
Parks. Everyone is welcome! Sign up by calling the Church Office. Questions? kyeakley@hudsonucc.org. Suggestions for future programs always
welcome!

Blood Pressure Clinic
Next blood pressure clinic will be Sunday, October 8 following the 9:00
and 10:30 am services, located in the Church Office.
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Missions and outreach

FOURTH ANNUAL FAMILY HARVEST DINNER
Findley Community Learning Center
The staff and teachers LOVE getting our Findley school families together to “build community.” Once
again, Team Findley is hosting a Harvest Dinner on Thursday, November 16 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at the
school for students and their families. Buchtel High School Culinary students will prepare and serve the
feast for 600! With over two dozen country flags draping the entrance of Findley School, representing students’ homelands, this event brings cultures from all over the world together sharing in the family spirit of
the American Thanksgiving.
Please consider sponsoring a family of four for $25 (or perhaps several families). It is a wonderful way
to share the gratitude of Thanksgiving with our mission partner, Findley CLC in North Hill, Akron.
How to make a donation: Send a check to the church, payable to FCCH with Findley Harvest Dinner
in the memo line or go to MyFCCH and make a donation online. Thank you!

Shoebox Ministry
Saturday, November 18, 9:00 am; Fellowship Hall
Join us as we fill shoeboxes for children around the
world. Come to Fellowship Hall on Saturday, November 18 to help fill and sort boxes for shipping. Until
then, you can shop and prepare for the day. Suggestions of what to buy include:
Musical Instrument
Toy Car
Socks
Hair Clips
Toothbrushes
Combs
Notebooks and Paper

Stuffed Animal, small
Jump Rope
Hats
Jewelry and Watches
Bar Soap
Pens, Pencils, Sharpeners
Coloring and Picture Books

Dolls
Yo-Yos
Sunglasses
Flashlights, with extra batteries
Washcloths
Crayons and Markers
Solar Calculator

DO NOT INCLUDE: Candy; toothpaste; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or
lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

If you are not able to shop or be involved with the day, you can make a monetary donation to the church
to support the effort. Mark your memo line as Shoebox Ministry. There is also a more extensive shopping
list online at this link: samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoeboxsuggestions/.
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Missions and Outreach
Trinity Clothing and Household
Now accepting fall & winter clothing, outerwear, shoes
Located just four blocks from Findley Community Learning Center, the Trinity UCC
Clothing Room provides support for the families of Findley students, including older
and younger siblings, and extended family.
Please place your donations in the blue bin by the coat rack or the wooden cabinet in
the stairwell. Thank you!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New and gently used school uniform clothing for students of all ages
New underwear and socks for all ages and sizes
Student backpacks – all sizes
Fall and winter jackets for all ages and sizes
Shoes, especially children’s and men’s sizes
Preschool and toddler clothing, sizes 2T - 5
Blankets, sheets and pillowcases
Towels and washcloths
Bath rugs and throw rugs
Kitchen basics: pots and pans, small working appliances, dinnerware, etc.

Family Promise Host Week Thank You!
We had four families with us for a week in September and over 75 of you provided meals, transportation,
set-up and take down of cots, spent the night and played games with our guests. Your hospitality is such a
gift to the families we serve and we thank you for all that you do! Special thanks to Great Clips of Hudson and the Lehman family for providing free haircuts for our guests while they were with us.

Our Next Host Week is October 29 - November 3
Volunteers are needed for moving the cots in on October 29, food shopping, dinner host, evening host,
breakfast host, overnight host, van driving and moving cots out on November 3. A volunteer schedule has
been started and if you would like to sign up, contact Patty Molten at pattymolten58@gmail.com.
New volunteers are always welcome!
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Pledge Drive

2018 Pledge Drive Highlights
•

We are replacing the traditional fall pledge drive with a new approach to giving and stewardship. We will not hold a big pledge drive kick-off event and we will not be distributing pledge
packets to the congregation.

•

If you made a pledge for 2017, you will receive instructions in the mail about actions we are requesting you take for 2018. Be on the lookout for this mailing between now and early October.

•

We look forward to providing more information about our new approach to the entire congregation in early 2018.
If you have questions, please contact Peter, wiley@hudsonucc.org or Sue, swimer@hudsonucc.org.

Women’s Ministries

Women’s Ministries are collecting ACME Community Cashback register receipts. Deposit the entire receipt in the ACME box in the main hallway. The
words “Community Cashback” and a dollar amount greater than $0.00 must
appear in order to be tallied. Dates of this program are August 10 to December
30, 2017. Thank you for helping us with this very easy fundraiser for the continued support of the Women’s Ministries of First Congregational Church.
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News of the Fellowship

WEDDING ~ Congratulations to:
Justin Fodor and Katie Kwiecien on their marriage September 2. Proud parents include Lisa and
Gary Kwiecien and Tim and Dannette Fodor.
DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to:
Cheryl and Ana Mathers and Sue and Jim Conlin on the death of husband, father and brother,
Jim Mathers August 25.
Michele Zelko on the death of father, Frank Zelko August 25.
Jon Dodson and Jeanette Brodersen on the death of Jon’s brother, David Dodson August 26.
Leslie and Doug Bowser and family on the death of Leslie’s mother, Julie Schaar August 30.
The family and friends of Ella Norder on her death August 31.
Judy Stock and family on the death of mother, Lois Jean Lopeman September 2.

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:
Rhea Bowen, Joan Buchanan, Nancy Christensen, Grace Lewis, Ed Lutz, JoAnn Pope,
Jack Spelman, Dorothy Van Buskirk
GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman
GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson, Mary Gergely
THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Martha Crichton, Doris Hill
CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick and Corky Buhler
ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson
In the fall of 1983, a new Social Concerns Board began operating. Its first action
was to take a survey of the congregation to determine what social issues to
address. The survey revealed the top areas of concern were strengthening the
family, developing employment opportunities, world hunger, the nuclear arms
race, human rights, and drug and alcohol abuse. The Board’s first forum was in
October that year, on the arms race.
Frank Manak, Church Historian

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am Worship
Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59
services at our website and Facebook Live

CLERGY
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed

PROGRAM STAFF

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries
Children’s Center and Education
Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries
Children’s Center and Education
Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator
Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministry Assistant
Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of Music Ministries
Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist
Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach
Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries
Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect

Phone (330) 650-4048
Fax (330) 656-1760
www.hudsonucc.org

LIKE US at
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”
Comment & SHARE!

ADJUNCT CLERGY
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community
The Rev. Janet Ross, Mission for Haiti/Amistad Chapel
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Newcomers and Membership Informational Gathering
Are you interested in learning more about First Congregational Church and how to become a
member? Or do you know someone who might be interested in learning more about membership
and our congregation? Join us for these two sessions:
PART I
Wednesday, October 11
7:00 - 8:30 pm; Youth Room
(child care available)

PART II
Sunday, October 15
5:00 - 7:00 pm; Room 102 and Fellowship Hall
(meal provided & child care available)

Come learn about FCCH, its ministries, and the many ways to engage your faith wherever you
are on life’s journey. Those who choose to become members will do so in worship on Sunday,
October 29. To sign up, call (330) 650-4048. For more information, contact Rev. Jeanette Brodersen
at jbrodersen@hudsonucc.org.

Requested in Home Delivery Sept. 29-Oct. 2
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