Dear Friends,
DON’T COME TO CHURCH ON EASTER – COME THE
SUNDAY AFTER EASTER!
April Fools! Just kidding . . . sort of . . . The truth is, we want
you here both Sundays.
I had an eccentric friend, Allen, who always put a lily on
the chancel on Christmas Eve and a poinsettia on Easter. To the best of my knowledge,
Allen did it every year until he died about ten years ago. I’m sure part of it was done
in playfulness, but another part was symbolically saying we should make people
comfortable and at home if they only come to church on Christmas and Easter. For the
Christmas and Easter only people, it would seem that churches always have both lilies
and poinsettias every week.
I hope you will be with us on April 1, for our Easter services. It’s good to be
together on those seemingly biggest days. Yes, come here for Easter, but even more, I
hope you will be with us on April 8 . . . because that’s when faith really takes root. Go
back two-thousand years to the very first Easter, and we know it was a day many
people took notice of the happenings in Jerusalem. Anybody who followed the story
of Jesus knew that he had been publicly executed. And . . . when the leader of a
movement is assassinated or executed, people look to see what will happen next. Will
the leader’s followers scatter or will they pick up where s/he left off? The people in
Jerusalem must have also heard the whispers about the empty tomb and that Jesus had
not been contained and stopped by the crucifixion. That’s the celebration that takes
place on Easter Sunday. It’s a collective confession that humanity will not have the
final word and that death will never be the end.
What matters more, though, is what happens the Sunday after Easter. That’s
the bigger deal and day. That’s when Jesus’ followers pick up the faith. That’s when
we find out whether or not God’s Word will be the next word. That’s when we find
out if the faith has truly taken hold. And . . . that’s why I especially hope you will be
with us on April 8. There is nothing wrong with coming to church on Christmas and
Easter. If fact, those are very good days to be in church together. And yet, the day that
matters the most, is the Sunday after Easter. That’s when faith begins to get traction
and is lived out.

Over four-hundred of us have been a part of the Micah Project during Lent. If
you were in a small group, you will remember that we carried one another’s prayers
with us each week. On April 8, we are asking everyone (whether you were a part of
Micah or not) to come to church with the prayer for how your faith will take hold in
the weeks and months to come. We will dedicate those prayers in worship as we live
into faith together, the best way possible, as ongoing Easter people. There will also be
special music, sharing from the Micah Project, and celebration in Fellowship Hall.
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Easter happens on April 1. But Easter really takes hold in the days that follow.
I hope you will be with us to celebrate what it means to be a faith community on the
other side of the cross on April 8; it promises to be a day you don’t want to miss.
As always, Peter
See page 3 for information on Holy Week Services

I really don’t like spring. Fall has always claimed the favored title, with summer
and winter tied for second place. Spring has always fallen dead last for me, or at least
the beginning of spring. That’s when the melting snow reveals the barren, damp, seemingly lifeless earth: dead leaves and twigs that didn’t make it to the curb for fall cleanup;
trees that stand empty with their stark, angular limbs; piles of debris and garbage left
behind by snow piles. It’s like turning up the lights at the end of a party, and you see in
the sharp light more clearly empty cups and plates left behind by the guests, the furniture disorganized, and any left-behind guests looking tired and worn.
Over the years, the advent of spring also has brought about an impatience in me,
too. I’m ready to be done with winter and jump into warm temperatures and outdoor
barbeques. But spring doesn’t afford us, usually, such a neat, quick switchover. Instead, we often endure a
few days of promising weather, with warmer temps and gentle breezes, only to have snow and freezing temperatures return for much longer than a few days. Or we endure day-after-day of rain, which leaves the
earth even more damp and dank.
How can life come from such mess, such unpleasantness? How can we hope for the return of sun and
warmth with such fitful starts to the season?
And in the middle of all of that, Easter Sunday arrives, at least for us in the northern hemisphere.
That’s exactly as it should be, honestly. The story leading up to Easter Sunday is certainly filled with
mess and unpleasantness, to put it mildly. No doubt as the disciples faced those last few days with Jesus—
days filled with conflict and betrayal, followed by his trial and crucifixion—no doubt those disciples wondered if light and warmth would return to their lives. Could they hope again?
Yes, they could, and they did. This is the lesson spring teaches me each year. This is the good news of
Easter Sunday, and the good news for our lives. Whatever mess we may find ourselves in, whatever desolate
landscape of life we may be facing, whatever seemingly lifeless situation we find ourselves in—somehow,
someway, life tenaciously springs forth, like those first tender green leaves of a tulip pushing up from the
cold, damp soil. Somehow, someway, God’s light and love warm us. Somehow, someway, we find that we
are not defeated by death, just as Jesus Christ was not defeated by death.
Happy Easter…and happy spring, Jeanette

Flower Cross – Easter Sunday, April 1
Help bring the message of the Good News of Easter morning alive with flowers! As has
been our custom the last few years, we will have a flower cross just outside the sanctuary
doors on Aurora Street. Before and after worship (9, 10:30, and 11:59), we encourage you
to place flowers on the cross. Bring your own flowers, or find them in the bucket near
the cross. We hope you’ll join us as together we celebrate God’s love that brings new life.

Newcomers & Membership Informational Gathering
Are you interested in learning more about First Congregational and how to become a member? Or do you
know someone who might be interested in learning more about membership and our congregation? Then
come join us for these two sessions:
PART I
Wednesday, April 18
7-8:30 pm, Youth Room
(child care available)

PART II
Sunday, April 22
5-7 pm, Fellowship Hall & Room 102
(meal provided & child care available)

Come learn about First Congregational Church, its ministries, and the many ways to engage your faith
wherever you are on life’s journey. Those who choose to become members will do so in worship on Sunday, May 6. To sign up, register online at hudsonucc.org (registration found under resources tab) or call
(330) 650-4048. For more information, contact Rev. Jeanette Brodersen at (330) 650-4048,
jbrodersen@hudsonucc.org.
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After a very busy winter including the church-wide Micah Project, we came to the epitome of the church year with Holy Week and Easter – all this accomplished by April 1. Now
most of our families are back from spring vacations and we look for new energy in our lives as
we move forward to our expectations of the summer months of a slower pace and hoped for
renewal.
I have been pondering what it was like for the first followers of Jesus in the aftermath
of the tumultuous final days of their teacher’s life and the impact of the cross and resurrection.
Were they discouraged? Were they afraid? Were they totally exhausted? Were they inspired? I suspect it was a mixture of these reactions. We really don’t know from scripture
accounts too much more about these disciples until fifty days later at Pentecost recounted in
the Book of Acts of the Apostles.
I also wonder what we Christians today are feeling after the intense months from Christmas through Easter?
Are we worn out from a very busy winter and Lenten Season? Are we experiencing relief that our lives have slowed
down or even gone into neutral? Hopefully we are undergoing renewal and refreshing in recognizing the new life
which Christ’s victorious resurrection has provided for each of us. Do we have to wait for Pentecost for spiritual input and energy or can we hit the ground refreshed and affirmed of the Spirit’s presence with us at all times and in all
seasons? We have experienced again God’s ultimate love for us confirmed in the Easter event and are called to love
God in return by loving concern for others. Such gratitude is full-time and calls us to responsible actions in doing
justice, showing kindness, and walking according to the presence and guidance of the spirit within us. The coming
together demonstrated in Lent’s Micah Project can become increasingly a way of daily living in each of our lives.
Such a life style and outreach is the way that God’s kingdom way becomes a reality and can both counter and transform the culture and future of the chaotic world in which we live as people with the Good News in our words and
especially our actions. May God make it so as the divine kingdom becomes a reality on this earth!

God Bless,

Dick

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
MAUNDY THURSDAY - March 29; 6:30 pm Soup Supper in Fellowship Hall, 7:30 pm Worship
(Childcare available beginning at 7:15 pm) All food will be provided. If you have any special dietary
needs, please contact Mary Enlow at marykenlow@gmail.com or (330) 697-4075. RSVP at ChurchOffice
@hudsonucc.org or (330) 650-4048. Maundy Thursday worship service will be available on livestream.

GOOD FRIDAY - March 30; 12:00 pm Community Service hosted by First Presbyterian Church, 21
Aurora Street.

EASTER - April 1
Sunrise Service at Hudson Springs Park, 6:40 am

Service of the Resurrection, Sanctuary - 9/10:30/11:59 am
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Health Ministries
“Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life..” Proverbs 4:23

If your physician says you have Metabolic Syndrome, should you
be concerned? According to recent research, the answer is a profound
“Yes!” There is a chance you have not heard that term, but are considered
at risk for heart disease because you suffer from this cluster of findings.
Metabolic Syndrome is not a disease that can be diagnosed with a single test. The diagnosis is made when someone has three or more of the following factors: a) An apple
shape, since excess fat in the waist and abdomen is a risk factor for heart disease; b)
Higher-than-normal blood sugar level; c) High blood pressure; d) High level of triglycerides, a dangerous form of fat in the blood; e) Low level of HDL cholesterol.
The root cause of Metabolic Syndrome is insulin resistance that is directly related to larger waist
size from fat. There is no good test for insulin resistance, so physicians look for rising glucose levels. Patients with insulin resistance almost always high triglycerides and a low level of good cholesterol of HDL.
Together these factors conspire to cause inflammation in the blood vessels, which causes heart disease.
Tackling individual risk factors is the treatment for Metabolic Syndrome. As each one normalizes,
insulin resistance drops. When this happens, the risk for heart attack, stroke and diabetes also decreases.
Medication may be necessary. Yet the key to reversing Metabolic Syndrome is weight loss and exercise,
which work together to lower blood pressure and cholesterol and improve insulin resistance. Metabolic
Syndrome can make losing weight a struggle, but not impossible. Try avoiding carbs, eat lean protein and
nuts, vegetables and low-carb fruits such as melon and berries. Move as much as possible. Walking, swimming, biking, dancing combined with some lifting to increase muscle mass will help you reach your
weight loss goals. If your activity is limited, try biking pedals in front of your chair, set a timer to walk
every 30-60 minutes for ten minutes, and lift soup cans while you watch tv.
Protect your heart by making changes to your lifestyle to reverse Metabolic Syndrome. You will be
surprised how much these changes will impact your overall health.
In His Name, Kathy
Life Line Screening, a provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will offer their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings here at First Congregational Church on April 26. Five
screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a
leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the
arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat
which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the
risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes four vascular tests and osteoporosis
screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.
In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, call
1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the word circle to 797979.

April FYI - Feeling Young Inside: Monday, April 16

luncheon at noon in
Fellowship Hall will feature Dave Longfellow sharing his beautiful flower slide
show. Sign up on the Connection Card on Sunday or call the church office. Questions? kyeakley@hudsonucc.org.
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Music Ministries
Last month, I wrote about happiness and music that made me happy. The
songs were an eclectic combination of hits like Call Me Al by Paul Simon to obscure
songs like She Blinded me with Science by Thomas Dolby. I also asked you to send me
some music that made YOU happy. Here is some of what I got.
Rev. Dick Clewell is a big fan of Feelin’ Groovy by Simon and Garfunkle. It
has that introductory line, “Slow down, you’re movin’ too fast, you got to make the
mornin’ last.” But it also has a less well-known stanza which is much more poetic:
“Hello, lamp post, what’s you knowin’? I come to watch your flowers growin’.”
Callie Baylor sent in some of her faves, and they include the great 1960’s tune Red Rubber Ball by
Cyrcle. You might ask why this band spelled their name the way they did. Well, they had a close relationship with the Beatles, who were the first to spell their name incorrectly. In fact, they opened for the Beatles at Candlestick Park in 1966. And there is a connection to Paul Simon as well, as Simon and Woodley
(from The Seekers) co-wrote the tune. It was a one-hit wonder for Cyrkle, but not to worry. Not only did
it sell over one million copies (which made it a gold record) but one of the band members went on to
write the “plop, plop, fizz, fizz” jingle for Alka Seltzer!
David Burr must have been feeling mellow when he selected Sittin’ on the Dock of the Bay by
Otis Redding and Steve Cropper (from the Blues Brothers). The song was in in final pre-production when
Redding and six bandmates died in an airplane crash outside Madison, Wisconsin. It, of course, became a
posthumous hit.
Someone HAD to send in Don’t Worry, Be Happy by Bobby McFarrin, and that somebody was
Barb McAdoo. It’s a catchy little song with an interesting history. It was the first A Cappella song (no instruments) to reach the Billboard Hot 100. This was in 1988, long before the A Cappella movement was
popular. The song is based on a popular quote by Indian mystic Meher Baba, who used to address his
Western followers with the same phrase.
Barb also included a more contemporary song about happiness called Happy by Pharrell Williams.
This song, first heard in Despicable Me 2, highlights a very interesting turn in the music business. In the
old days, if you wanted to get people to listen to your song, you had to get it on the radio (millennials:
what’s a radio?). Then you went on the road and toured with it all over the country, and people bought
your records (millennials: what’s a record?). These days, music is just like a box of Wheaties or an Audi –
a product placement in a movie to sell your goods. Zillions of people saw the Despicable Me franchise
movies, and any musician would love to have that kind of exposure for their original material.
There were some “legit” selections as well. Marianne Redslob sent in Prelude in Classic Style,
written by Carlton Young, to be played on the pipe organ. And we also received Golliwog’s Cakewalk by
Claude Debussy. This is a super-fun piece, and by the way, a Golliwog is a stuffed black doll with red
pants, a red bow tie and wild hair, popular in the early 1900’s.
Great job everybody! Next month, I am going to discuss the concept of joy, how it is different from
happiness and some of the music that brings me real joy. If that gives you some more ideas, send them in
and the month after that, we’ll talk about them.
See you in church, especially during Holy Week!

Tom
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Adult Faith Formation
Doing the Right Thing is BACK!!!
A well-known author on a recent TED Talk lamented: "There is so little truth in
today's culture."
Many of us have harbored the same thought. How do we live, and teach our children and grandchildren to live, according to our Christian beliefs in a world where it
seems that no one set of fundamental beliefs, principles, or standards are allowed -- or
even exists?
Join us to explore this topic in two Sunday gatherings, April 15 and April 22.
The program will be sponsored by our Adult Ed/Faith Formation Board and led by Brit
and Mike Seifert. Meetings will include discussion and DVD segments from the Doing the
Right Thing book and video set created by Charles Colson, advisor to President Richard
Nixon. (Chuck Colson, known as the "hatchet man," "master of dirty tricks," and one of the "Watergate Seven" men who
were indicted for criminal activity related to Watergate, served time in federal prison and later transformed his life and
beliefs as a dedicated Christian.) The DVDs include a distinguished panel discussion with news journalist Brit
Hume, writer/commentator Ben Stein, and Princeton professor Dr. Robert George.
Come for both Sunday gatherings, or just one. We will be meeting immediately after the 10:30 am Worship Service in the Youth Room. We will provide a light lunch and drinks. Please RSVP by April 8 via the
Connection Card, Church Website, or by emailing the church office (churchoffice@hudsonucc.org). Childcare is
available. If you have any questions please feel free to email Brit Seifert (bkseifert@gmail.com).
• Sun, April 15, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm (Youth Room)
• Sun. April 22, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm (Youth Room)

The InterFaith Group
On April 26, the Interfaith Group will host a meeting with the Senior Abbot of the Watlao Siriwathanaram
Buddhist Monastery and Temple, which is in South Akron. Earlier in the year, members of the Interfaith
Group and selected confirmands were guests of the Monastery at an evening event to learn more about Buddhism. The purpose of the April 26 meeting is to explore the feasibility of a project through which the UCC can
help both the Monastery and its local immigrant community. More details will follow.

Coming this summer to FCCH: Women's "Drop In" Bible Study!
* NO HOMEWORK * NO OUTSIDE READING * NO PRESSURE TO BE THERE EVERY WEEK
* Grab a friend and come when you are in town and available!
* A great way to spend time each week in God's word and enjoy fellowship with other women! Watch
for additional details coming in May!

Pathfinders - The Spiritual Brain: Science and Religious Experience
Starting April 8, Pathfinders will be watching and discussing, Dr. Andrew Newberg series, The Spiritual Brain:
Science and Religious Experience. Pathfinders meets at 9:00 am on Sunday in the Chapel and all are welcome.
If you have any questions about Pathfinders please contact Marie Libby at mclibby64@aol.com.
In The Spiritual Brain: Science and Religious Experience, award-winning scholar and practicing neuroscientist Dr. Andrew Newberg, Director of Research at the Myrna Brind Center of Integrative Medicine at Thomas
Jefferson University Hospital, offers you twenty four riveting lectures that explore the new and exciting field of
neurotheology, a discipline aimed at understanding the connections between our brains and different kinds of
religious phenomena. Using an academic, experimental approach into what he calls “objective measures of
spirituality,” Dr. Newberg attempts to explain what others have previously only guessed at: the neuroscientific
basis for why religion and spirituality have played such a prominent role in human life.

Women’s Retreat - Seventeen women gathered together from 6:00 pm Friday, February 23 to just after
lunch on Saturday, February 24 at the Bertram Inn in Aurora. There was lots of laughter, a few tears and a
wonderful sense of community. Our theme - Mind, Body, Soul - worked out well. We created succulent planters, participated in spiritual meditation led by Janet Ross, and enjoyed a cooking class on the topic, "Cooking
for Two." In between we had icebreakers and downtime for conversation.
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Children’s Ministries
CHURCH OFFICIALS DISCOVER
MISSING “ELEVENTH COMMANDMENT”

Hudson, OH—Residents of this quaint, law-abiding, Midwestern city are excited with the discovery of a little-known, but seemingly very important religious artifact.
Found on the grounds of the First Congregational Church, this stone tablet was lovingly wiped clean of years of dirt it had accumulated. A closer inspection showed some
sort of writing on one side.
Famed archaeology professor, I. Play Endurt, was called in to decipher the message. “At first,” he sheepishly stated, “the text was simply unreadable. But, once I
turned it right side up, I quickly figured out that the missing commandment said: ‘You
shall attend VBS 2018’”
Dee Buchanan, Director of the church’s Children’s Ministries, was ecstatic. “Fortunately for the
children of this city, we just happen to have a VBS program! Our theme this summer, Holy Moses! will
be studied from Monday, June 4 to Thursday, June 7 from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm (dinner is included!). All
children aged three years through fifth grade are welcome to attend this exciting, fun-filled week where
we will explore the amazing life of this liberator, leader, law-giver, prophet, and historian.”
It’s only $14.00/child or $42/family max (if registered before May 14 or $20/child after May 14 $60/family max.). It should be noted that children must be three years old by 09/30/17 and potty trained.

HOLY MOSES 2018
JUNE 4 -7: 5:30-8:00 pm (Dinner Included)
$14.00/Child if registered before May 14
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Youth Ministries

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our paper towel tower. The folks at Family
Promise are very appreciative!

BREAKFAST CLUB - ATTENTION ALL FIFTH GRADERS!! You aren’t middle schoolers yet but
you will be soon! So you are invited to come up to Breakfast Club at 10:30 on April 15 to see what we’re
all about (spoiler alert: there are donuts!). Come to check in and head to the Sanctuary like you normally
do. We’ll make sure you know just what to do after that. So please check your calendar and makes plans
to attend the 10:30 service on April 15. We can’t wait to see you!

D&D -

D&D meets every Wednesday 3:00 - 5:00 pm after school. We are starting the month off with
one of our favorite field trips: Lulu’s! So bring $5 and bring a friend (and wear your walking shoes). This
month we’ll also talk about friends and get some great guidance from our high school volunteers. Don’t
miss it!

CONFIRMATION – It’s here! This month fourteen 8th graders will be confirmed. Please join us at
the 10:30 service on Sunday, April 29 as these students become full church members.
Be sure to mark your calendar with our most important dates:
April 15
April 28
April 29

Stole Making & Faith Statements, 11:30 in the Activity Room, lunch is provided.
Mentors should turn in bios by this date as well
Rehearsal and Dinner, 4:00 pm in the Sanctuary, 5:00 pm at Lake Forest Country Club
Confirmation, Arrive in Fellowship Hall no later than 10:00 am

TPP - Final payment is due Wednesday, April 18. Contact Callie with any questions. Watch this space
and your email as plans continue to take shape. The Pittsburgh Project takes place July 9-13. For more information contact Callie or check out pittsburghproject.org.

LIFT: Ladies in Fellowship Together
Annual Luncheon out at Noble House
Thursday, April 26 at Noon
Join us for our annual Noble House end of year luncheon. Cost is $16 per person and
includes food, beverage and gratuity. Your check will be your reservation, due no later
than Monday, April 23. Make check payable to FCCH with LIFT in the memo line.
All women are invited. No program, just conversation and fellowship.
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Youth Ministries

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS
ASP 2018 ~ June 10-16
April 8:

New Adult Leaders Meeting - 11:45 am in Youth Room
If you are signed up as an adult leader and you have never been to ASP,
this meeting is for YOU!

April 9:

High School Seniors Meeting - 7:00 pm in Youth Room
High School Seniors it is your last hurrah at ASP and we want to hear from you… Join us as
you give input about our t-shirt, crew theme and more!

April 29:

Paperwork Meeting - 7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. If you are signed up to serve at ASP this summer, this meeting is for you! Yes, parents need to join their high school student at this meeting!

May 6:

All Adult Leaders Meeting - 11:45 am in Youth Room
If you are signed up to serve as an adult leader, this meeting is for you as we begin final preparations for our amazing week!

IMPACT
April 1:
April 8:

No Impact Easter Sunday
Social Media and Self-Esteem
According to a recent study, a high school students’ self-esteem is greatly impacted by social
media. This week at Impact we will talk about why this is the case and what we can do about it.

April 15:

Senior Matt Constable will be leading our discussion at Impact!

April 22:

Sky Zone… that is right, we are headed to Sky Zone (6217 Chittenden Rd, Boston Heights). We
will meet at Sky Zone at 5:15 pm and we will wrap at 7:00 pm. Cost is $10 and includes 90
minutes of jumping craziness, pizza and pop. If your high school student is interested in particpating, please email Amy Baldwin (abaldwin@hudsonucc.org).

April 29:

I Quit by Prince EA… Parents if you don’t know who Prince EA is then check him out on
YouTube! This night we will be talking about those people, practices, principles, they need to
quit and what ones they need to continue!

BREAKFAST CLUB
April 1:

No Breakfast Club, Easter Sunday

April 8:

Micah Celebration!

April 15:

Science and Religion, Can the two co-exist or do we have to pick a side?

April 22:

God and Punishment, Are catastrophes punishments from God?

April 29:

No Breakfast Club, Students Confirmed at 10:30 am Service
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Missions and Outreach
Family Promise - A multi-faith mission that provides overnight housing in
a congregation’s facilities for homeless families, one week at a time on a rotating
basis. FCCH supports its program solely through volunteerism. We are still in need
of the following volunteers for our up-coming Host Week, April 1- April 8: Dinner
Hosts, Evening Hosts, Overnight Host and Day Leader. Individuals as well as
families are welcome to volunteer. Questions? Email Beth Sosinski at
bethsosinski@gmail.com.

You are invited to attend a Talent Gala!
Thursday, April 26 @ 6:00 PM
Bath United Church of Christ has partnered with First Congregational Church to host a fundraising event for
SWAG (Students With A Goal), on Thursday, April 26 at Bath Church. All are invited to attend this dinner,
youth talent gala and silent auction event between 6-8:30 pm, to benefit this exceptional youth program that
promotes academic, social and spiritual development for at-risk teens in the Summit Lake Community of Akron. Several SWAG students along with youth from FCCH and Bath Church will perform a variety of acts for
the evening’s program. Tickets for the SWAG fundraiser range from $30 (individual), $50 (for two), $75 (for
four) or $200 (sponsor table of 8). $5 increase per ticket after April 23. Sponsor opportunities and reservations
can be made at churchoffice@hudsonucc.org. For additional information or questions, please contact Sue
Wimer at (330) 650-4048 or swimer@hudsonucc.org. Make checks payable to First Congregational Church,
with SWAG in the memo line.

MILLER AVENUE UCC “LUNCH ON US”
SATURDAY, April 28, 2018
Would you like the opportunity to prepare and/or serve a meal in a church that serves the needs of families in the Akron area? We are looking for volunteers to help the Mission Board serve approximately 80
people at the Miller Ave UCC: Saturday April 28 from 11:00 to 1:30 pm. Serve lunch and provide light
cleanup. And/or
Make a batch of cookies, cupcakes or sheet cake. Deliver to the church kitchen by noon on Friday, April
27. Please mark with “MILLER AVENUE” and your name. Contact Meg Searle at (330) 655-7813 if you
are interested in volunteering or have any questions.

TRINITY CLOTHING ROOM - The weather is getting warmer & we have changed over to
spring/summer needs. Thank you for continuing to support of this wonderful mission!
Located four blocks from Findley CLC, Trinity UCC provides support to the families of Findley students.
Please place your donations in the blue bin by the coat rack or the wooden cabinet in the stairwell. No food, please.
Greatest Needs:
 Spring/summer jackets/light coats: children’s, men’s and women’s sizes
 Capri pants for women and girls
 Shorts and short sleeved tops/shirts for men, women, children
 Preschool and Toddler clothing, sizes 2T – 5 (We never have enough toddler clothing!)
 Swim suits: all sizes for men, women, children
 Tennis shoes & sandals: men, women, children
 Pots and pans, silverware/flatware/kitchenware (spatulas, tongs, mixing/serving utensils, etc.)
 Blankets, sheets, comforters, quilts - Full, Queen, King; also pillows & towels
Thank you! Questions? Please contact Sandy Miller at sandyxd91@gmail.com.
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BIRTH ~ Congratulations to:
Proud great grandparents, Bill and Phyllis Witt on the birth of their first great grandchild, Jace
William Douglas Witt on February 20.
DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to:
Shirley Noe on the death of husband, Perry Noe on February 21.
Lee Piersol on the death of husband, Dick Piersol on March 1.
Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:
Mike and Sue Baker, Ran and Ann Bucey, Nancy Christensen, Pat Daum, Grace Lewis, Ed Lutz,
Lee Piersol, JoAnn Pope, Kathy Wolfe, Karen Zonyk
GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman
GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson
THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Betty Brucker, Doris Hill, Barry and Mary Lynn
Reynolds
CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick and Corky Buhler
MAPLEWOOD OF CUYAHOGA FALLS: John Blassingame
MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Joan Buchanan
DANBURY OF TALLMADGE: Marty Crichton
ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson
INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE OF AURORA: James Rothgery
Some residents of Hudson might wonder why its founder David Hudson chose this
land to purchase among the over two hundred parcels that make up the Connecticut
Western Reserve. The answer is he did not choose it. He drew it in a lottery that the
Connecticut land developers had set up. He probably would not have chosen it, because the surveyors had noted that a large portion of the western side of the parcel
was swamp land. To make up for that defect, Hudson and his partner Birdsey Norton received an extra 10,000 acres in what is now called Norton Township. After she
arrived here, Hudson’s wife Anna complained that living here was harder than toils
of trip coming here because of the mosquitos. Frank Manak, Church Historian

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am Worship
Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59
services at our web site

CLERGY
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed

PROGRAM STAFF

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries
Children’s Center and Education
Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries
Children’s Center and Education
Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator
Amy Baldwin, High School Coordinator
Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of Music Ministries
Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist
Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach
Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries
Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect

Phone (330) 650-4048
Fax (330) 656-1760
www.hudsonucc.org

LIKE US at
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”
Comment & SHARE!

ADJUNCT CLERGY
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community
The Rev. Dr. Janet Ross, Haitian Beyond Borders/Fair Trade
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A Sunday for everyone,
a morning not to be missed!

Sunday, April 8
Micah Celebration
Join us in worship (9, 10:30, or 11:59) as
we hear inspirational stories, celebrate what
the congregation has done through
the Micah Project, and look to what’s next.
Special music with Chelsea Selvaggio and
the Chancel Choir at 9/10:30, the Band at 11:59.

Requested in Home Delivery March 23-26

Wherever you are on your journey …
YOU are welcome here!
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First Congregational Church of Hudson
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