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Dear Friends,
We’ve been talking about Micah a lot.
Why, you may ask, do you need to be a part of the Micah Project?
1. It’s biblical and it’s faithful.
2. It’s who we are and who we’ve been.
3. It’s Lenten and helps us grow in our faith.
4. It’s the loving thing to do for others and the world.
5. And most of all, it’s good for you and me.
Did you know that Micah 6:8 has been a part of our congregation since its earliest days?
Early Hudson settler, Lora Case, remembered when William Hanford was our pastor from
1815-1820, and wrote that the central aim of Rev. Hanford’s sermons was,
To impress upon his hearers the importance of keeping the golden rule near their hearts so as to
measure correctly all of their actions so that they might do justly, love mercy, and walk
humbly with God. ¹
In more recent times, for decades we have communally prayed the words of Micah 6:8 on
every person baptized at the church, with the hope that each will be about a just world, live
in mercy towards others, and walk humbly with God. Micah is a big part of who we’ve
always been.
The Micah Project is a perfect fit for Lent. It gives us six practices of faithful living to try on
for size. That’s what we’re called to do during Lent – try on disciplines that help us lean
into more faith-filled, meaningful lives. I guarantee that if you make a real commitment to
the Micah Project, your life will be better for it.
Many people’s Lenten practices are centered on personal betterment. That’s a good thing
to do. The problem is, solely self-focused practices typically don’t have much impact on
the world, and therefore don’t usually bring added meaning to our lives. The Micah Project practices focus on how we live as God’s people in ways that do have a real touch on the
world, and that necessarily brings deeper meaning to our own lives. The dates of Lent are
also serendipitous this year. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which happens to be February 14. Valentine’s Day is all about love. And that’s the most important calling for people
of the Christian faith, to live as reflections of God’s love for the world. Just think John 3:16,
For God so loved the world . . . That’s exactly what we’ll be doing in the Micah Project. And
Lent ends on Easter, which this year is on April 1, April Fools’ Day. That’s what Paul calls
us to be. Fools for Christ in his first letter to the Corinthians. Exactly. The world calls us to
live self-protectively. The gospel calls us to instead live vulnerably, seeking justice for others, with acts of mercy, as we walk in humility with God.
So why do you and I need to be a part of the Micah Project? Not because of anything it will
do for the church (although it is good for the whole church, too), but specifically because of
the good it will do for each of us. When we deeply engage in the six spiritual practices of
the Micah Project, our lives become better aligned with God, more in tune with the world,
and will bring greater meaning to our everyday.
I’m excited to be a part of Micah, how about you?
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Many thanks!
Peter
¹The First Congregational Church Bicentennial History, p. 9 (originally from Lora Case, Personal Reminiscences of an Aged Pioneer).

I don’t know about you, but unless I have something on the calendar or scheduled into my daily or weekly
routine, it likely will not happen, or at least it won’t happen with some regularity. Grocery shopping happens
the same day every week. So does laundry. When I come downstairs in the morning, the first thing I do is feed
the cat. If I don’t do it then, I forget until she comes and sits at my feet, giving me that look that somehow simultaneously communicates a plea for pity and annoyance that she has to remind me to feed her.
During Lent, we’re asking you to pray daily as part of the Micah Project, as part of living out the walk humbly with God portion of the Micah 6:8 verse. We’ve even written a prayer for the whole congregation to
use (see page 4), which is a win on two counts. One, you don’t have to worry about coming up with your own
prayer. Two, it’s a prayer we all say together, which is quite powerful and meaningful.
To help you fit the prayer into your daily routine, we’re asking you to pray at 6:08 am and 6:08 pm (feel
free to choose the time zone that works for you; whether you stay with the Eastern Standard Time Zone is certainly up to you.) We hope using the chapter and verse numbers from our Lenten theme verse will help you
more easily commit to this prayer practice.
And how will you remember the Micah Project Prayer? We’re giving you a keychain tag to attach to
the set of keys you carry with you each day; a small card to hang on your refrigerator or above your computer
screen or on the dash of your car; and a downloadable graphic to use as wallpaper on your phone or computer. You might even find other ways to display or carry the prayer with you, so you don’t forget to pray.
To walk humbly with God: daily prayer is one way to do that. We encourage you to try the daily Micah
Project Prayer this Lent. Walk humbly with God. Speak to God your worries, concerns, wonders, and
hopes. Hear what God wants to tell you. Listen for what God is calling you to do in your life.
Lenten Blessings,

Jeanette

February is known generally for two things – it’s the shortest month of the year and for Valentine’s Day
where the importance of love is highlighted. The length of the month we have no control over – it’s always
twenty-eight days except for every fourth year when it’s twenty-nine days determined as Leap Year. People go
out of their way for friends, partners, spouses, and latest flames with gifts of candy, flowers or an evening on
the town. Engagement proposals are often tendered on Valentine’s Day as was mine sixty years ago on February 14. There are so many expressions of love that are tied to Valentine’s Day.
This year February 14 also designates the beginning of the season of Lent in the cycle of the church
year. This season also focuses on genuine love in action. As we follow Jesus through the last days of his ministry and final act of supreme love on behalf of all of us, we come to understand how much God loves us and
begin to recognize our responsibility to share that love with others. This year we can enrich this season by participating in the Micah Project. In weekly groups with other members we will have the opportunity to examine
what the Lord wants of us as directed in Micah 6:8 “to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God.” Our discussions will enrich our understanding of worship, the importance of prayer, and the value
of closer relationships with other Christians. Hopefully, we’ll discover and experience love-based generosity
and acts of responsible concern toward others we encounter in our daily work and activities. Together we can
learn to perceive injustice when it occurs or continues and find courage to speak or act in love to face and be
part of the solution.
Most important to this entire project is that we recognize our common relationship with each other based
in Christ’s love and acceptance. This foundational basis will enable us to share and reflect together concerning
growing our faith and living out what we claim to believe in loving action both as individuals and as a community of the faithful. May the process bring a reality in each of our lives as well as in this community of faith so
others will know us as “Christians” by our active love and uplifting treatment of everyone we encounter. What
a telling and meaningful affirmation that will be for both us and the culture in which we live. May it be so this
Lenten Season and the years to come.
Blessings, Dick
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February 11 – April 8

The Micah Project is an exciting transformational journey we will embark on for Lent 2018, based off Micah
6:8 …
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness [mercy], and to walk humbly with your God?

During the season of Lent, find the joy in putting this verse into action.

•

Do justice = Righting wrongs, whether its praying for a cause you believe in or standing with the bullied.

•

Love mercy = Acting in compassion … doing something as simple as holding the door for someone or
tutoring a student.

•

Walk humbly with God = Leaning into God through worship, praying, and giving.

As a guide, we’ve created the “Micah Project Practices” - tools to help you live out these actions in your
everyday life.

Micah Project Practices
•

Participate in a Small
Group

•

Worship Weekly

•

Pray Daily

•

Give Generously

•

Act with Mercy Daily

•

Right Wrongs
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Living Out Micah 6:8
1. Participate in a Small Group
“The small group experience is invaluable, because we are thereby encouraged to respect and appreciate
others’ perspectives, to build bridges across differences, and to strive toward the common good,” said
Nikki Wingerson, Micah Small Group Leader. “I signed up for the Micah Project as a timely opportunity
to spiritually renew and grow in a small group in which head, heart, and hands are faithfully engaged.”
Small groups start the week of February 18. If you have yet to sign up, please do so soon! You can sign
up in a variety of ways:
•
•
•

Online at micahproject2018.eventbrite.com
In Fellowship Hall on Sundays
Call the office at 330.650.4048
For those of you who have signed up, your leader will be contacting you soon. If you have not heard
from your leader or have questions, please contact Steve Hockstra at shockstra@hudsonucc.org.

2. Worship Weekly
That could mean you’re in the pews every Sunday. Or you join worship via live stream. Or you attend a
worship service at another church if you’re out of town. Worship is one key way to walk humbly with
God, that is, to lean into God’s gracious and grace-filled presence, drawing closer to and relying on the
source of light and love in our lives.

3. Pray Daily
For the Micah Project, we’re giving everyone the same prayer and asking you to pray that prayer daily at
6:08 am and 6:08 pm (feel free to choose the time zone that works for you). To help you remember to
pray, we’re giving you a keychain tag and prayer card. Both will be available at the church. A downloadable graphic will be available via email.

The Daily Micah Project Prayer
O God, thank you for this day, another day to
live and to love…

Help me to follow in your ways:
To act with compassion and care…
To give generously…
To journey with you in faith and hope …
Amen.
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Living Out Micah 6:8
4. Give Generously
Imagine what might be possible if we gave 3%...or 5%...or 10% of our monthly income away. Some of us
already give at these levels. But for many of us this practice will stretch our giving muscles in new
ways. We encourage you to take a leap of faith by increasing what you currently give to the church or to
other organizations. Be thoughtful and reflective—and bold—as you consider how to prioritize your giving. How might being generous impact our faith and spiritual lives? Whose lives might be changed by
what we have to share? We won’t know unless we give it a try.

5. Act with Mercy Daily
This might be as simple as holding the door open for someone. Or it could be committing to tutoring a
child in need on an ongoing basis. We’re asking you to face each day with an attitude of compassion, to
look for the opportunities to do something small or big for someone else, to live out the loving power of
mercy in your daily living.
Scheduled Opportunities:
Akron Canton Food Bank
Saturday, February 24, morning
Sorting and packing food.
Mission Mystery Trip
Saturday, March 3, afternoon
You will receive information on what to wear, equipment needed, etc. Location will be in the Akron
area.
Easter Basket Program
Sunday, March 11, during all coffee hours
We will be supporting the Summit County Children Services 2018 Easter Basket Program. Donate
items, fill baskets, help deliver baskets
Visit the Mission Outreach Center for additional opportunities.

6. Right Wrongs
Doing justice comes in all sorts of forms and happens in all sorts of ways, but quite simply it means to
right the wrongs in the world, the wrongs that cause injustice, suffering, and inequality for people. You
might pray daily or work for a cause you believe in. Or you might choose to stand with the bullied and
marginalized of society, supporting them and working for their dignity.
We will focus on righting the wrong of childhood poverty through the lens of education.
Cradle to Career Experience Justice Opportunity
February 22 or March 20 at 7 pm – Fellowship Hall
This is an interactive, 90-minute program which gives participants an opportunity to experience and
understand the impact of poverty on the development of youth and the subsequent longer term personal and societal implications. Participants assume “roles” as either students or student advocates.
Supported by their advocates, the students follow fictitious educational pathways, that lead to a destination somewhere between hardship and prosperity. The participants gain much deeper understanding of the effort and resources that are needed in order to help students attain a level of success
which can lead to a more prosperous life.
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Music Ministries
We are in the middle of celebrating Leonard Bernstein’s 100th birthday. Bernstein died on October 4,
1990, and was probably the most famous conductor of the second half of the twentieth century. The list of
his musical accomplishments would fill a book, but here is a mere sampling:
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Graduated in music from Harvard in 1939.
Made his first appearance as a symphonic conductor at the Tanglewood Music Festival, conducting
Randall Thompson’s 2nd Symphony in 1940.
Conducted the New York Philharmonic at Carnegie Hall, substituting at the last minute for Bruno
Walter on November 13, 1943. He was the youngest person to ever conduct a Philharmonic subscription concert.
Signed his first recording contract with RCA-Victor in 1944. He also premiered his own Symphony #1,
premiered his own ballet, Fancy Free and premiered his first Broadway show, On the Town, all in the
same year!
Premiered his 2nd Symphony with Serge Koussevitsky and the Boston Symphony in 1949, with Bernstein himself at the piano.
February 26, 1953 marked the opening of Wonderful Town, Bernstein’s second Broadway show. Later
that year, he became the first American ever to conduct at La Scala Opera House in Milan, Italy.
December 1, 1956 was the opening of Candide, Bernstein’s 3rd Broadway musical.
West Side Story, Bernstein’s most decorated musical, opened at the Wintergarden Theatre on September 26, 1957. It ran 732 performances. The film, released in 1961, won ten Academy Awards.
November 19, 1957, Bernstein was appointed the Musical Director of the New York Philharmonic, the
first American-born and American-trained musical director of a major world orchestra.

Bernstein wrote Chichester Psalms, Mass: A Theatre Piece for Singer Players and Dancers, recorded Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue as both conductor and pianist, and too many other achievements to record here.
His mastery of multiple genres as composer, pianist, writer, speaker and conductor are unmatched in music history. He conducted over 1,000 concerts with the New York Symphony alone, wrote both symphonies and Broadway musicals, performed everything from Gershwin to Mozart at the piano and was the
first (and last) American to do so. Leonard Bernstein was, in a word, legendary.
We will perform some selections from his many sacred works over the next year. Watch for them.
See you in church!

Tom

For the fourth year, First Congregational Church of Hudson is inviting members of our church community to audition for our Spring Choral/Orchestral piece. This year, we are performing Christ lag in Todesbanden (Cantata #4) by Johann Sebastian Bach. It will be performed in the original German language
with members of the Akron Symphony as the chamber orchestra.
Open auditions for both chorus and SATB soloists are Sunday, February 11 from 1:00 – 4:00 at the
church, 47 Aurora Street. Anyone who cannot make this audition time can call Dr. Thomas M. Scott, Director of Music Ministries, at 330.650.4048 to arrange a personal audition. Rehearsals will be on Mondays
beginning February 19 and ending April 2. There will be TWO performances this year: Sunday morning,
April 8 (during service) at Bath UCC, and the following Sunday, April 15 (in service) at First Congregational Church of Hudson.
A group of singers and instrumentalists that grew out of this yearly collaboration performed the Fauré Requiem at Carnegie Hall in May 2017 to critical review.
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WEDDING ~ Congratulations to:
Katie Lentz and David Penny on their wedding December 22.
Proud parents include Jane and Louis Penny.
DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to:
The family and friends of Dorothy Van Buskirk on her death January 10.
Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:
Mike and Sue Baker, Nancy Christensen, Grace Lewis, Ed Lutz, JoAnn Pope
GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman
GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson
THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Betty Brucker, Doris Hill
CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick and Corky Buhler
MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Joan Buchanan
ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson
INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE OF AURORA: James Rothgery
This year, Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day and we will celebrate Easter on
April 1, commonly known as April Fool’s Day. The last year these two events fell on
those days was 1945. They were followed by President Roosevelt’s death on April 12,
then came the celebration of Victory in Europe on May 8 and Victory over Japan on August 14. That enabled our Church’s Minister Ray Burns to return from the South Pacific, but he found he could not resume his position because of a tropical disease he had
acquired. He ended up moving to a warmer climate in Texas. Fortunately, Choir Director Glen King was among the soldiers returning to us in good health and just in time
to relieve his replacement Bobby Evans who was leaving for college. ~ Frank Manak,
Church Historian

WORSHIP SCHEULE

CLERGY

9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am Worship

The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59
Services at our website and Facebook Live

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

PROGRAM STAFF
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries
Children’s Center and Education
Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries
Children’s Center and Education
Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator
Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministry Assistant
Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of Music Ministries
Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist
Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach
Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries
Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect

Phone (330) 650-4048
Fax (330) 656-1760
www.hudsonucc.org

LIKE US at
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”
Comment & SHARE!

ADJUNCT CLERGY
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community
The Rev. Janet Ross, Mission for Haiti/Amistad Chapel
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You Are Invited! Mardi Gras Sunday Lunch
Sunday, February 11, 2018 ~ Fellowship Hall
Immediately following the 10:00 am worship service
Join us for a fabulous "Fat Tuesday" Potluck Lunch on SUNDAY, February 11. There will be only one worship service that day at 10:00 am. Bring your favorite decadent side dish or dessert that serves 9-10 people to
share. Slider sandwiches will be provided. Drop off your dish in Fellowship Hall on your way to worship.
There will be warming ovens in the church kitchen. Live New Orleans jazz music provided!
Make your reservation TODAY! RSVP by either: Signing up at the Micah Information Table in Fellowship
Hall during Sunday Coffee Hour, call the Church office at 330-650-4048, or email your reservation
to ChurchOffice@hudsonucc.org.
Micah Project Important Dates:
February 11
February 14
February 18
February 22
February 24
March 3
March 11
March 20
April 1
April 8

Mardi Gras Sunday (One service at 10:00, celebration to follow)
Ash Wednesday Service
Small Groups Begin
Cradle to Career Justice Opportunity
Akron Canton Foodbank Service Opportunity
Mission Mystery Trip Service Opportunity
Easter Basket Service Project
Cradle to Career Justice Opportunity
Easter Sunday
Micah Project Celebration

Get Social! Please share your Micah Project Journey on social media using #FCCHMicahProject.
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