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Transformed is a magazine publication of 
First Church of the Nazarene of Pasadena 
( PazNaz). It is designed to highlight the 
Church’s stories of personal transformation. 
For a complete overview of PazNaz, their 
beliefs, and ministries, please visit the 
website www.paznaz.org. 
 
TRANSFORMED 
Issue #65—September 2016 
The Magazine of PazNaz 
3700 East Sierra Madre Boulevard 
Pasadena, California 91107 
626.351.9631 
Fax: 626.351.5160 
www.paznaz.org 

 
Welcome to Transformed Under the Pepper Tree. In this monthly magazine, you will 
read stories of how God is changing people’s lives at PazNaz, transforming them 
into the image of Jesus Christ by the power of his Spirit! 
 
You might be asking, “Where can I find information about a specific PazNaz 
event?” Some information about specific events on campus is found within these 
pages, but each month Transformed is focused on relating stories about what 
PazNaz is really all about. Rather than programs or events, there are stories about 
changed lives, stories about people coming in contact with the Savior, and people 
exploring what it means to become a follower of him. It is exciting to hear what 
God is doing in the lives of people! 

 
Years ago, Pastor Earl Lee and a group of staff members gathered around a pepper tree located 
on the northern-most point of what was to become the site for First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadena. They dreamed and prayed that God would provide a place where more people could 
find power for living through Jesus. What began then has been going on for over thirty years as 
men and women, boys and girls have come into relationship with Christ in significant ways under 
the shade of that old pepper tree. The mission of the church hasn’t changed. May it continue to 
flourish as people experience the transforming power of Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

B. Scott Anderson 
Executive Pastor 
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LIFE EXPERIENCES 
Camp is a chance to gain valuable 

life experiences. In this controlled, 
safe environment, kids are able to 
make their own decisions about 
simple things like what activity they 
want to do, how many s’mores they 
want to make, what clothes they are 
going to wear, or maybe even skip a 
tooth brushing.  

Camp gives kids a chance to 
practice being the best they can 
be. They experience a place 
designed to create happy 
memories and encourage self-
expression. They have the 
opportunity to climb towers, swim 
in lakes, shoot an arrow, or even 
dare to conquer the BLOB! Camp 
stays with them forever. 

 

Summer camp…  
those words are two of my favorites. First 

of all, it means that summer is here with no 
school, long days, and warm nights. The 

word camp brings thoughts of family and 
friends around the fire pit fellowshipping 

and making s’mores. The two words, 
summer camp, together mean all of those 

awesome things and so much more! So why 
should kids attend summer camp?  
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Kids are empowered at camp to 
take care of themselves, with 
guidance from camp counselors. 
Bedtimes are set and schedules 
are packed, but children still have 
to get themselves up and ready, 
make their camp beds, and find 
their way to breakfast.  

Living in a yurt, cooking food, 
climbing ropes, and overcoming 
obstacles are life accomplishments 
young people can achieve that 
help build strength of character, 
courage, determination, and focus 
on something bigger than 
themselves. 

 

KID’S NEED A BREAK 
There is so much competition for 

our children’s time in the summer 
— sports practices, summer 
school, well-deserved vacations. 
But let’s not forget the value of a 
camp experience. Free from the 
overly-structured, overly-
scheduled routines of home and 
school, life at camp gives children 
much needed free time to just 
play. Camp is a slice of carefree 
living where kids can relax, laugh, 
and be silly all day long. When 
kids go to camp, they are taking a 
break from the TV and internet. 
They turn in their cell phones, 
unplug their music, and begin to 
breathe deeply again. It is very fun 
to see kids surprised by a sunset, 
in awe at the sound of crickets at 
night, or even the simple 
excitement of needing and using a 
flashlight. Within the first two days 
at camp, you can begin to see 
them really enjoy being “away.”  

 

GAIN CONFIDENCE  
AND FRIENDSHIPS 

Camp is the place where kids 
make their very best friends. 
When they sleep in the same 
cabin with seven or eight other 
campers and a counselor over a 
period of six days, kids learn how 
to work with others, build 
meaningful relationships, accept 
guidance, and develop decision-
making skills. By engaging with 
new friends and diving into “never 
tried before” activities, kids will re-
discover or develop a higher level 
of self-confidence. 

TRANSFORMATION 
This is the main reason why I 

think it is super important for kids 
to go to camp. When kids are 
away from home, surrounded by 
God's creation, taught the truth of 
scripture, and are allowed to 
participate in worship and 
fellowship, they are being 
transformed. Did you know that 
80% of Christ followers say they 
accepted Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior before the age of 13? One 
student at camp gave her life to 
Jesus and said that her parents 
were working on staying sober. 
She said that with Jesus in her 
heart, she knows that she will be 
able to help other kids in similar 
situations and will be able to 
share the hope that exists when 
you give your life to God. God 
always works in amazing ways, 
but I believe that Christian camps 
are used by God to transform the 
lives of kids for his purposes and 
his glory. 

 

PAZNAZ KIDS GO TO CAMP 
The third week of June can 

mean different things to different 
people. For PazNaz and PNK it 
has nearly always meant a trip to 
Forest Home for summer camp! 
According to my research, it 
appears that PazNaz has been 
taking kids to Forest Home this 
same week for at least 35 years. 
(PazNaz historians please feel 
free to correct me if I am 
mistaken.) This year was no 
exception as we loaded up the 
bus on June 19

 
and headed out 

for a summer camp adventure.  
Josh and Elizabeth Krueger 

were two of our campers this 
year, two great kids who loved the 
camp and more importantly love 
the Lord! 

 
My name is Joshua Krueger and 

I attended Adventure Mountain. 
One thing I learned about God is 

justice. Justice means you get 
what you deserve. I need to learn 
to make good decisions because 
if I don’t I deserve my 
punishment. I also learned the 
difference between a hope and a 
wish. A hope is something that 
lasts for eternity and a wish is 
something that you want. It is 
definitely more important to have 
hope. Those are some of the 
things I learned at Forest Home. 

 
My name is Elizabeth Krueger 

and I attended The Village! 
Something that I learned about 
Jesus Christ is how to give mercy. 
Mercy means “not getting 
something you deserve.” I had so 
much fun with Natalia, Ashley, 
Elena, and my counselors. I loved 
singing the worship songs. I’m still 
singing the worship songs I 
learned every day!  

 
These are only two stories from 

kids transformed by the Holy 
Spirit at Forest Home. There are 
many more stories of kids growing 
in Jesus and in relationships with 
each other at Forest Home. I am 
humbled to be part of PazNaz 
Kids where I get to go to camp 
and witness kids having a blast as 
well as learning how much God 
loves them and invites them into 
his amazing story. 

 
- Pastor Doug Ravasdy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 

When kids are away from home, surrounded by God's 
creation, and are taught the truth of scripture, participate 
in worship and fellowship, they are being transformed. Did 
you know that 80% of Christ Followers say they accepted 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior before the age of 13?   
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could not be divorced, so he turned 
in his license and sought other 
work. He moved in with his mother 
and fell into a deep depression, 
blaming God for his loss. He 
admits that he has apologized to 
the Lord a million times for that 
anger.  

David met Rebecca “Becky” 
Olson at the Bethel Church of the 
Nazarene in Pasadena and they 
were married in 1958. Becky had 
two children from a former 
marriage and David’s son, Michael, 
came to live with them. He settled 
down to care for his family. 

 

Ambassador College  
At that time David began a 

gardening position with the 
renowned Ambassador College in 
Pasadena for $5 an hour. As a 

Early Years 
David was born March 9, 1926, one of 7 children living in a two -room 

house in the hills of Los Angeles halfway between Elysian Park and 
Griffith Park. The family was very poor, so during the Depression years 
David was often called upon to head down the hill and gather food from 
dumpsters or purchase day-old loaves of bread for 20 cents each. The 
bread was often moldy, but toasting it over a fire to scrape off the mold 
worked pretty well. Occasionally he trekked down to the viaduct after the 
river had overflowed its banks. There he would usually find fish for the 
family meal. 

David’s mother grew up in a Nazarene church, so on Sunday mornings 
the family made their way down the hill and walked along the road to the 
Riverside Church of the Nazarene. David’s faith was grounded there in 
holiness preaching. As a teenager his main tasks for the church were to 
gather wood for the fire and assist the pastor in cranking his car to get it 
running. He was very proud of his duties. 

 

Marriage 
David’s first marriage ended in divorce when his wife came home from 

work one day and told him she wanted to leave the marriage and take 
their three sons with her. David had been studying for the ministry at 
Pasadena College and held a district license, but in those days a minister 
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child in grade school he was often 
asked, “What will you be when 
you grow up?” and he would 
always answer, “I don’t know, but 
not a gardener!” In the early years 
at Ambassador College David 
often prayed, “Lord, if I’m going to 
keep this job you will have to help 
me. I don’t have a clue what to 
do.” One day he was asked to 
prune a tree at the home of the 
College president, Herbert W. 
Armstrong. He looked up at the 
tree, set up a 20 ft ladder, 
fastened the rope to secure his 
safety and then prayed, “Lord, 
show me how to cut this tree.” 
The Lord gave him a picture in his 
mind of how the tree would look 
after it was pruned. As he was 
finishing the work his boss and 
the head gardener happened to 
walk by. The gardener said, 
“David, who taught you to prune a 
tree like that? It’s the most 
beautiful job I have ever seen.” 
David would tell you without 
reservation the Lord showed him 
what to do that day and 
throughout his career as a 
gardener for the College. When 
he retired in 1992 he was known 
as an expert in his profession. 

 

The Sunrise Campus 
David has held membership in 

the Raymond Street Church, the 
Mountain Street Church, and now 
PazNaz, “the Sunrise Campus,” 
affectionately named by Pastor 
Earl Lee, the land purchased 1.7 
miles toward the sunrise. Seven 
landscape architects laid out 
plans for the new campus, but at 
the time of installing the plants, 
scrubs, trees and flowers, David 
was the only one left to fulfill 
those plans. He took charge and 
with a score of volunteers 
produced the beautiful campus we 
enjoy today. David brought his 
expertise from Ambassador 
College to the Sunrise Campus. 
He has prayed often in the 
intervening years when facing an 
overwhelming task, “Lord, help 
me because I don’t know what to 
do.” The Lord has always been 
faithful. 

The Garden Tomb 
Pastor Earl Lee had just 

returned from a trip to the Holy 
Land when he called David in and 
asked him to construct an Easter 
garden tomb on campus. The 
tomb, now located on the north 
side just below the three crosses, 
has served as the backdrop for 
Easter Sunrise services, for 
preschool children to visit each 
year and hear the Easter story, 
and for families to step inside and 
view a rendition of the tomb of the 
resurrection during the Easter 
season. Every year in January the 
meticulous preparation begins. 

 

Prayer Garden  
In 2003 David began 

construction on the Prayer 
Garden located near the three 
crosses in the upper lawn area on 
the east side. It provides a quiet 
place, with the sound of a flowing 
stream nearby, for anyone to stop, 
rest, pray and be renewed in 
spirit. Scriptures mounted on 
stones throughout the walk tell the 
gospel story. 

David will tell you his favorite 
song is O To Be Like Thee, 
Blessed Redeemer, but another 
favorite has to be In the Garden, 
with the lyrics “I come to the 
garden alone while the dew is still 
on the roses. And He walks with 
me and He talks with me, and He 
tells me I am His own.” 

Favorite verses are from the 
King James Version in 
Philippians: I can do all things 
through Christ which 
strengtheneth me (4:13) and My 
God shall supply all your needs 
according to his riches in glory  
(4:19). 

If asked what he desires for 
PazNaz, David would say, “I hope 
that everyone who comes on 
campus will sense the presence 
of the Lord and will know God is 
here.” 

David recently retired from 
gardening at PazNaz although he 
still visits to see if all matters 
related to the care of plants, 
trees, shrubs, and flowers are 
being covered adequately. Becky 
is now in heaven. Michael is close 
by to assist as life becomes a little 
more difficult to manage. 

You can find him on a Sunday 
morning up front, shuffling along 
on the east side of the Sanctuary 
just before 10:30 am, cap in hand, 
aided by a cane, slowly making 
his way to his seat in the second 
row. If you have an opportunity to 
greet him, you will see that million 
dollar smile and perhaps have to 
stop for a bit of conversation. Be 
sure to speak up because he can’t 
hear you very well. And at the end 
of the visit you will hear his 
favorite words, “Blessings on 
you!” which means, “I hope you 
sense God’s presence here today 
for whatever your need may be.” 

Well done, good and faithful 
servant.  

 
- Sharon Densford 

 

If asked what he desires for PazNaz, David 
would say, “I hope that everyone who 
comes on campus will sense the presence  
of the Lord and will know God is here.” 
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What was the world like when 
you were a teenager? 

I was an introvert and I didn’t 
really participate in school 
activities, but I went to everything 
at church. I rode my bike 
everywhere. I loved watching hero 
related TV shows like Wonder 
Woman, Police Woman, and 
Chips; any show in which the 
main character was out to save 
the day. I liked listening to records 
of Barry Manilow and Neil 
Diamond with my sister. My first 
car was a 1965 Chevy Nova and I 
graduated in 1986.  

 
Did you have any important 
spiritual moments as a 
teenager? 

I came from a large family. My 
parents were foster parents and 
they had a great heart for that 
mission. At church a lot of the 
youth leaders recognized that and 
paid special attention; they were 

 

henever I meet someone new I am often asked what I do for a 
living. At that moment I pause, and before answering I ask 
myself, “Who am I engaging with? What is their background? 
How will they receive me once I have outed myself as the 

crazy sort-of-pastor who works with teenagers?” Their responses vary but 
usually sound similar to one of the following trains of thought. “Oh, how 
many years do you have to do that before you can become a senior pastor?” 
“Why?” “I can’t stand teenagers, they’re loud, they’re rude, they’re ...” “Bless 
you, I could never do that.” If the conversation continues and they also have 
a church background, then a different kind of dialogue follows. “Oh, I 
became a Christian in middle school.” “My youth pastor growing up was so 
influential in my faith development.” “I loved youth group.” “God spoke to me 
at that camp, or this retreat, or such and such missions trip.” Often what I 
notice from these discussions is a tension between how influential the 
church was during their own teenage years and a lack of passion or 
compassion for teenagers in their lives now.  

Every once in a while I meet someone who is optimistic about teenagers 
and the church. I try to soak up those conversations because they bring life 
to my calling and ministry. I sat down with our longest serving volunteer staff 
member and asked her some questions about her experience with 
teenagers. Karen Bowser is known around campus as the PazNaz 
Paparazzi. When I asked Karen how long she had been volunteering with 
Student Ministries at PazNaz her response was; “Well, my daughter is 26 
now and I started when she was in 6

th
 grade.” As a youth pastor I can say 

that I am grateful for that kind commitment and longevity to one ministry.  

W 



www.paznaz.org • 11 

very focused on me. The church 
understood that my mom’s 
ministry took a lot of time and 
investment. I’ve had over 300 
siblings. John Harrison would 
always greet me with arms open 
wide, give me a big hug, and 
welcome me in.  

When one of my foster sisters, 
Lisa, was a year old, the doctors 
found a big lump, a tumor. It was 
the size of a football and went into 
the medical books. She went 
through many treatments for it 
and made it through the cancer 
treatments, but developed AIDS 
from untested blood she was 
given during many transfusions. 
She was in and out of the hospital 
a lot. We kept getting phone calls 
that this would be the last time we 
would get to see her. She died 
when she was 3, the day after 
Christmas, when I was 15. I 
remember going to youth group 
the Sunday after she passed. 
Certain people came along side 
me during that time. I have always 
known God and had a close 
relationship with him. Before she 
passed, I remember praying that if 
God couldn’t heal her or fix her 
then to please take her, and God 
did. Bob Hoyt, Papa Harrison, and 
Gene and Dede Street were some 
of the biggest influences on my 
life during that time.  

 
Why did you start volunteering 
with teenagers? 

PazNaz was going through a big 
change and it was really rough on 
all of the kids. Different people 
were stepping up to fill the gaps 
and they didn’t have the help that 
they needed. I knew I had two 
choices: I could sit on the sideline 
and bark and complain, or I could 
be a part of it, so I chose to be a 
part of it. Those adults that had 
shared their lives with me 
impacted me so much that I 
wanted to give back and share my 
life with the youth of today. It is a 
lot of fun and keeps me young. I 
have always enjoyed working with 
the teenagers and going on their 
trips. Technology bums me out 
though. Kids can be so quiet now. 
Some folks would appreciate that, 
but I like the noise of life. I enjoy 
hearing life being lived.  

Student Ministries is crucial and 
important. The kids that don’t 
have a church to help raise them 
end up in situations with drugs 
and alcohol, and we need to be 
able to accept and speak to all 
kinds of kids.  

 
Why do you think it is 
important for the church and 
the congregation to support 
students? 

I think it’s important for youth 
today to understand that they 
matter and can come to a place 
where they will be heard. They 
need somebody to remember 
what being a teenager was like 
and to walk with them through the 
tough times, to understand that 
high school is such a small part of 
life, and that it’s not the end of the 
world if you are embarrassed or if 
your girlfriend or boyfriend dumps 
you. Teenagers need to know that 
there are people to hear them and 
to help them feel like what they 
are going through matters, and 
that they will get through it. They 
need someone to show them how 
to take negative experiences and 
make them positive. They need to 
learn to help others and not be 
absorbed with themselves. 

 
The volunteer staff in Student 

Ministries is vitally important. 
These people remind me to show 
compassion when teenagers seem 
loud or rude because sometimes 
even youth pastors get frustrated 
and tired of teenagers. These are 
the people who walk the journey 
of youth ministry with me and they 
are the life blood of Student 
Ministries here at PazNaz. I want 
to take a moment and thank them 
for their patience with the energy 
of middle school boys, their 
compassion for the problems of 
middle school girls, their prayers 
for high school boys, and their 
mentorship with high school girls.  

Thank you for sharing your lives, 
prayer requests, doubts, and 
spiritual mountaintops with these 
teenagers. Thank you Karen 
Bowser, Vic Conti, Alyssa Smith, 
Daniel Ramos, Nathaniel Sarkar, 
Teresa Arnsberg, Josh Speakes, 
Joe Somervell, and Wilson 
Geyling. I also want to say thank 
you to the countless other 
volunteers who have served with 
PazNaz Student Ministries over 
the past three and a half decades. 
Your sacrifice and service are still 
making waves in the Kingdom of 
God, and Pastor Mackenzie Smith 
and I, as the current youth 
pastors, could not be more 
grateful for the investment you 
have made and are making. 

 
- Pastor Heather Rickert 

 
 
 

 

I have always enjoyed working with the 
teenagers and going on their trips. 
Technology bums me out though. Kids can 
be so quiet now. Some folks would 
appreciate that, but I like the noise of life.  
I enjoy hearing life being lived.  




