


 

  

 

Getting to Know Warren Tang  

& Leslie Chang 
from Pastor Alan De Vries 
 

Transformation that Has a Lasting Impact 
From Pastor Julie Keith 
 

The Season Where Sin Meets Grace  

and Death Meets Life 
from Pastor Scott Daniels 

2 • PazNaz 

Transformed is a magazine publication of 
First Church of the Nazarene of Pasadena 
(PazNaz). It is designed to highlight the 
Church’s stories of personal transformation. 
For a complete overview of PazNaz, their 
beliefs, and ministries, please visit the 
website www.paznaz.org. 
 
TRANSFORMED 
Issue #49—May 2015 
The Magazine of PazNaz 
3700 East Sierra Madre Boulevard 
Pasadena, California 91107 
626.351.9631 
Fax: 626.351.5160 
www.paznaz.org 

 
Welcome to Transformed Under the Pepper Tree. In this monthly magazine, you will 
read stories of how God is changing people’s lives at PazNaz, transforming them 
into the image of Jesus Christ by the power of his Spirit! 
 
You might be asking, “Where can I find information about a specific PazNaz 
event?” Some information about specific events on campus is found within these 
pages, but each month Transformed is focused on relating stories about what 
PazNaz is really all about. Rather than programs or events, there are stories about 
changed lives, stories about people coming in contact with the Savior, and people 
exploring what it means to become a follower of him. It is exciting to hear what 
God is doing in the lives of people! 

 
Years ago, Pastor Earl Lee and a group of staff members gathered around a pepper tree located 
on the northern-most point of what was to become the site for First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadena. They dreamed and prayed that God would provide a place where more people could 
find power for living through Jesus. What began then has been going on for over thirty years as 
men and women, boys and girls have come into relationship with Christ in significant ways under 
the shade of that old pepper tree. The mission of the church hasn’t changed. May it continue to 
flourish as people experience the transforming power of Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

B. Scott Anderson 
Executive Pastor 
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they fought hard to earn their 
citizenship and provide for our 
family. Their work ethic was 
ingrained in me from a young age. 
They taught me to be content in all 
situations, to be respectful and 
considerate of others, to have 
determination, and to put forth my 
best effort in all I do.” 

  
Education 

Leslie: “I received a Bachelor’s of 
Art in Piano from Birmingham 
Southern College and a Master’s of 
Art in Worship Leadership from 
Azusa Pacific University.” 

  
Warren: “I have a Bachelor’s in 

Accounting from Cal Poly Pomona, a 
multiple subject teaching credential 
from Cal State Long Beach, and a 

One of the unique and wonderful things about PazNaz is the opportunity to do 
ministry in the midst of a true melting pot of world cultures and diversity that 
surrounds Los Angeles and Pasadena. One of the special young couples that 
I’ve grown to know and love in Worship & Celebration Arts Ministries is Warren 
Tang and Leslie Cheng. I’ve had the privilege of playing for their wedding and 
have had them lead in worship as talented singers and instrumentalists. I’ve also 
had the joy of working with Leslie as the Worship & Celebration Arts 
Administrative Assistant.  

  
Family History 

Leslie: “My parents emigrated from Hong Kong to Birmingham, Alabama to 
attend Samford University. As one of a very few Asian families, I faced many 
challenges with racism and the tension between fitting in with my surroundings 
and remaining Chinese. As the oldest sibling of two, I often perceived myself 
as the “trailblazer” because my family had to learn and figure out so much of 
American culture as I was going through grade school. Looking back, God 
taught me life-changing lessons in embracing others as reflections of his image 
and to rejoice in the unique person he made me to be.” 

Warren: “My Dad emigrated from Hong Kong and my Mom from China to 
attend Cal State Long Beach. When they came to this country, they had little 
to nothing and built our household from scratch. I am so grateful for the way 
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Th e ef f ects  of  th e econom y were als o f elt early on in our 
m arriage. Jus t two m onth s  af ter we got m arried, W arren's  

com pany h ad f inancial s truggles  and h e was  laid of f . 
Th es e s eas ons  allowed us  to experience and truly 

appreciate th e rich nes s  of  God's  kingdom . 

professional designation in Global 
Logistics from Cal State Long Beach.” 

  
Interests & Occupations 

Leslie: “I was Pastor Alan's 
Administrative Assistant in the 
Worship & Celebration Arts 
Ministries at PazNaz for two and a 
half years. Currently, I am an 
Administrative Assistant at APU in 
the School of Music.  

Outside of work, I enjoy serving on 
the worship team on Sundays by 
playing keyboard and singing. 
Occasionally I lead worship for 
Women’s Ministries events and at 
Valley Center with Warren. I also 
enjoy practicing yoga, salsa dancing, 
and my new favorite, cardio ballet. 
We both enjoy running, cooking, and 
trips to the beach.”  

  
Warren: “I currently work in the 

accounting department of a software 
company called Liferay. My company 
was founded by Christians and uses 
much of its resources for 
philanthropic purposes. Also, 
employees get one week off every 
year to perform volunteer service and 
can donate a $500 grant to an 
approved charity. The culture of the 
company is contemporary and we 
have a giant game room at our 
headquarters. 

Outside of work, I enjoy playing guitar 
as a part of the worship team and 
operating the camera for PazNaz’s 
video of the Sunday service. I also 
enjoy playing in a band with my best 
friend, Aaron Lee (earthtojupiter.com), 
cooking dinner for Leslie, and spending 
time with my family.”  

  
What are some of the ways that 
you have seen God working in 
your life, and what are some of the 
challenges you have faced? 

Leslie: “The journey into the working 
world was a challenge for us, and one 
of the big events that shaped our 
dating relationship. We both graduated 
from graduate school in the middle of 
the economic downturn when 
companies were laying off employees 
instead of hiring. We felt like huge 
burdens to our families who had to 
financially support us, and we 
questioned the worth of our skills and 
education. We wanted to get married, 
but knew we needed to find 
sustainable employment first. During 

those two years, we held jobs in 
customer service, tutoring, bank telling, 
publishing, education, logistics, and 
piano teaching. The economy led us 
into a time of uncertainty, impatience, 
and discouragement, but that paved 
the way for God to work in our lives.  

The effects of the economy were 
also felt early on in our marriage. Just 
two months after we got married, 
Warren's company had financial 
struggles and he was laid off. These 
seasons allowed us to experience 
and truly appreciate the richness of 
God's kingdom. Our community at 
PazNaz and members from our 
previous church surrounded us in 
prayer and cared for us. Countless 
brothers and sisters used all their 
resources and connections to help us 
get interviews. We also received gifts 
and meals, and enjoyed great times 
of fellowship. Through this season, 
God created opportunities for his 
people to love us and allowed us to 
receive that blessing.”  

  
Do you have any “words of 
wisdom” from your experiences 
as singles or as newlyweds? 

Leslie: “When I first moved to 
California for graduate school, I could 
count the number of people I knew on 
one hand. Additionally, with the fresh 
start in a new location and new 
season of life, it was natural for me to 
wonder if I would meet my spouse 
here. I learned very quickly that the 
best way to cope with my loneliness 
was to be proactive to love others 
instead of waiting to receive love. I 
found so much joy in learning to give 
love and to invest in the people 
around me. From my experiences I 
like to encourage people who are 
single to focus their time and energy 
on learning how to love others. It’s 
something that God calls us to do 
regardless of the trajectory of our 
lives, whether that includes 
marriage or not.”  

  

Warren: “Gary Thomas’ book, 
Sacred Marriage, played a huge role 
in shaping my view on marriage and 
life in general. One memorable quote 
from the book is, “We must not enter 
marriage predominantly to be fulfilled, 
emotionally satisfied, or romantically 
charged, but rather to become more 
like Jesus Christ.” I viewed marriage 
as something that was primarily 
meant for my own fulfillment. My 
perspective on life was the same, 
where everything was about me. My 
goal was to choose a college that 
suited my needs so that I could attain 
a career that suited my interests and 
pay me the salary I felt I deserved so I 
could buy the material items that I 
thought would bring me happiness. 
My view of marriage wasn’t any 
different. My goal was to marry a 
gorgeous woman (which I did!) who 
served my needs and catered to my 
interests. Sacred Marriage taught me 
that I am not the center of my life. 
Marriage, as well as life in general, is 
not meant to make me happy, but 
rather to make me holy. If I only view 
marriage in the context of my 
fulfillment, then God has no room to 
work in my life and I’ll want to give up 
when things get hard or go awry. The 
struggles and challenges that come 
with marriage are a welcomed 
blessing because they cause me to 
rely on God and teach me invaluable 
virtues such as reconciliation, 
forgiveness, patience, endurance, and 
selfless love. My life is whole because 
I know that loving my wife is a huge 
part of God’s call on my life. Serving 
my wife is a big part of how I worship 
and love God. The added benefit is 
that my wife makes me stronger.”  

  
Thank you, Warren and Leslie. I’m 

so glad they were willing to share the 
story of their faith journey together 
and hope you enjoyed getting to 
know them more.  

  
– Pastor Alan De Vries 
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Tips for Using Your Smart Phone 

SATURDAY, MAY 9 
9:00-10:30 am 

Room 249, Reed Hall 

If you are age 55 ore better, discover some new tips on how to use 

your smart phone. There is only room for 30 people so sign up early! 

Reserve your spot at HeBrews on Sunday or contact Sylva Hekimian at 626.351.2426. 
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W h at you m igh t not h ave s een were th e f eelings  and em otions  of  th e f am ilies  

wh o were watch ing th eir ch ild play a s port th at m any m ay not h ave th ough t was  

ever going to be a reality. W atch ing th e joy and pure pleas ure th eir ch ild was  

h aving and th e care and connection th at each  buddy m ade with  th e players  

s peaks  volum es  of  a ch urch  com m unity th at h as  m ade a place for all people.  

 

n any given Saturday s tarting in January 
th rough  M arch , th e PazNaz gym  was  f illed with  

bas ketball players , coach es , ref erees , ch eerleaders , 
and parent s  com ing to participate in U pward Sport s . 
U pward is  an am azing developm ental s port s  league 
f or kids  in Kindergarten th rough  s ixth  grades . Righ t 
in th e m iddle of  t h e day th ere is  a break f rom  t h e 
traditional bas ketball gam es . Th is  is  wh en PazNaz 
W h eels  takes  t h e court. 

PazNaz Wheels is a league for 
kids and teens that use 
wheelchairs and need additional 
support to play. Each participant 
is assigned a buddy who pushes 
them and acts as their hands and 
feet when needed. Modified 
portable basketball hoops and 
bright orange super soft balls are 
used to allow the participants the 
opportunity to play.  

Each player is registered with 
Upward Sports and receives a 
basketball uniform just like the 
other Upward Sports players. They 
also receive stars that can be 
ironed on to the t-shirts of their 
uniforms. The stars represent the 
following: offense, defense, Christ-
likeness, sportsmanship, and effort.  

 

O  O  
C ody Os born with  buddy, Ali Siebels  C ody Os born with  buddy, Ali Siebels  
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Each player, with their buddy 
pushing, wheeled down the court 
for drills. They practiced shooting 
hoops as well as passing. Then it 
was time for the game. All the 
players lined up in the hallway 
ready to have their names called. 
A tunnel of parents and friends 
was made for the players to wheel 
through. One by one their names 
were called and they were 
wheeled out to the court.  

Family members and friends 
moved to the side of the gym 
where their player and buddy 
were going to be playing a game. 
No one kept score, but the looks 
on the faces of each player said it 
all. Everyone was having a great 
time. What you might not have 
seen were the feelings and 
emotions of the families who were 
watching their child play a sport 
that many may not have thought 
was ever going to be a reality. 
Watching the joy and pure 
pleasure their child was having 
and the care and connection that 
each buddy made with the players 
speaks volumes of a church 
community that has made a place 
for all people. Thank you, PazNaz 
community, for continuing to 
support and make a space for 
those with special needs. If you 
are around on a Saturday next 
season and want to stop in and 
check out PazNaz Wheels, you 
will see for yourself transformation 
that has a lasting impact.  

 
- Pastor Julie Keith 

 
 

hoop. For some of the players, 
their buddies assist because they 
may have limited mobility. Other 
players need less assistance. The 
most important thing is that each 
player and buddy are having fun.  

The end of each season is 
always bitter sweet. The players, 
their families, and their buddies 
have had such a great time 
playing and connecting that they 
hate to see the season end. For 
many of the players, this is the 
only sporting event they 
participate in all year, so waiting 
for the next season seems like a 
long way off. With this in mind, a 
summer day camp was added so 
the players would have a chance 
to work on their skills and play 
during the off-season. The day 
camp is structured very similar to 
the season. The players come 
and work on drills, practice 
shooting hoops, and work on 
defense and offense with their 
buddies. Of course there are 
snacks and a break time. A 
scrimmage game culminates the 
end of the day camp. All of the 
parents are invited to come for the 
game and everyone gets to cheer 
and celebrate all that has been 
accomplished during the day. 

In the fall of 2014, PazNaz 
Wheels registration hit its largest 
number yet. Ten participants 
signed up to play for the 2015 
Wheels season. What an amazing 
testimony to the impact this 
league has had on the players 
and their families. This would 
mean some changes for the 
practices and games each week. 
Ten players on a half court along 
with their buddies would be a little 
crowded. So, for the first time 
ever, there would be two Wheels 
games going on in the gym.  

The first time all ten players 
came was truly a day of 
excitement and energy. The entire 
court was used for practice drills. 

PazNaz Wheels began over five 
years ago to provide an 
opportunity for kids who weren’t 
able to participate in the traditional 
Upward basketball program. The 
drive behind forming this league 
came from the Upward League 
director at the time who gave his 
heart and soul for the league, but 
whose own son was unable to 
play. To provide a way for his son, 
Alex, and a couple of friends to 
play basketball, PazNaz Wheels 
was formed. 

Wheels began with Alex and two 
other boys. These three boys had 
not had an opportunity to 
participate in a basketball league 
before Wheels. They were 
ecstatic at the opportunity, as 
were their parents. The 
scrimmage games were held at 
the end of the day during that first 
year. The excitement carried on to 
the next year. The games were 
moved to the afternoon so more 
people would be able to come and 
cheer on the players and those 
supporting them.  

The third year, two more 
players, a brother and sister, 
joined. Nikita and Ananda were so 
excited to be a part of Wheels that 
when their uniforms were 
delivered to their home they slept 
in them all night.  

At the end of the Upward season 
that year, I was contacted by 
Robert Icart. Robert was an Upward 
coach who had been observing 
Wheels. He is a basketball coach 
and has his own basketball club. He 
expressed interest in helping out 
with Wheels in some way. The next 
season, Robert began coaching 
PazNaz Wheels.  

Under Robert’s coaching and 
direction, PazNaz Wheels has 
gone to the next level. Each week 
the players and their buddies go 
through a series of practice drills. 
They are learning to pass to each 
other and to shoot the ball into the 

C ody Os born with  buddy, Ali Siebels  C ody Os born with  buddy, Ali Siebels  
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The Christian church historically celebrates the 
season of Lent very well, but often thinks of Easter as 
one special day; forgetting that Easter is an entire 
season of the church year. The season of Easter – or 
Eastertide – takes the church from Resurrection 
Sunday all the way through the celebration of 
Pentecost. It is the season when the people of God 
celebrate the reality of transformation and the presence 
of the new creation. 

Lent and Easter go together. Lent helps the church 
recognize the ugly reality of sin, violence, and 
disobedience, not only in the lives of individuals but 
also in the world. Then in juxtaposition, Easter invites 
the faithful to live into the new reality of God’s grace, 
peace, and steadfast love. 

A new friend of mine – Pastor Greg Thompson – 
recently helped me to see the way that the celebrations 
of these seasons connect together in the worship 
imagination of the Christian imagination. In Lent the 
church remembers that it is called to four things: 
 
 Covenantal Intimacy: Beneath the cross of 

Jesus, God’s people are reminded again and 
again that God both knows and loves the world. In 
Christ, God has bound himself to his creation. In 
the same way, the people of God bind themselves 
in covenant love to the world – to both neighbors 
and enemies. 

 

 Incarnational Humility: The mystery rediscovered 
each Lent is that the mysterious power of 
transcendent divinity became constrained humility. 
God confined himself to a people, to a place, and 
to a time. He subjected himself to risk, to betrayal, 
and to humiliation. Likewise, followers are called to 
have the same mind that was in Christ Jesus who 
did not regard equality with God as something to 
be grasped; but emptied himself – taking on the 
form of the servant (Phil. 2). 

 

 A Ministerial Vocation: This holy nation God is 
forming is a “kingdom of priests” set apart for the 
blessing of the world. Like the Son of Man who 
came not to be served but to serve, his church 
exists as a servant to others. 

 

 A Cruciform Expectation: Perhaps most 
dramatically at Lent, disciples of Jesus are 
reminded of the expectation that they too will have 
to take up their cross and follow him. The old 
creation does not give up easily but always 
involves a community of redemptive suffering to be 
present as good works to overcome evil. 

 
If that were the end of the story – desperate love, 

embodied humility, a posture of service, and a 
redemptive suffering – although noble in its intent, it 

would be a story largely without hope. That is why Lent 
must give way to Easter. It is why the church is willing 
to embrace Good Friday – because Sunday is coming! 

In this Eastertide season the church lives out and is 
reminded of four other aspects of life in the kingdom: 
 
 Resurrected Ambition: Christ endured the cross 

so that he might give life to all people. The church 
lives in the optimism of grace and eternal life. 

 

 Ascension Generosity: After the resurrection, 
Christ has ascended to his place of governance 
and authority over the world. His reign is generous 
to all people. (“He sends the rain on the righteous 
and the unrighteous.”) Uniquely, his reign grants 
creative space to those who deny his authority. 
Yet, the church worships and lives as a people 
dwelling together in every square inch where Christ 
is already Lord. 

 

 Pentecostal Friendship: By the power of the 
Spirit, the church embodies the unity of God’s 
redeemed people in all the beauty of God’s 
creative diversity. People from every tribe, nation, 
and language are learning to be a reflection of 
God’s redemptive and unifying love. 

 

 Eschatological Hope: In Easter, the church 
affirms again and again that Christ is making all 
things new. Sometimes this tenacious hope may 
get a person crowned emperor. At other times, to 
be a prisoner of hope may mean being thrown to 
the lions. The ultimate hope of God’s people is not 
found in the patterns of history or the character of 
human leaders. The hope of God’s people is in the 
immanent return of the earth’s true king. 

 
And so again in these last few months, PazNaz as a 

church has lived out the drama of Lent and Easter. This 
drama invites all people to participate in God’s great 
transformation. The shadow of the cross has once 
again given way to the light of resurrection. The depth 
of sin has given way to the freedom of grace. The 
bondage to death has given way to resurrection life. 
 

Thanks be to God, who gives us this victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ! As a result of all this, my loved 

brothers and sisters, you must stand firm, 
unshakable, excelling in the work of the Lord as 

always, because you know that your labor isn’t going 
to be for nothing in the Lord.  - 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 

 
- Pastor Scott Daniels 




