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First Church of the Nazarene of Pasadena 
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Welcome to Transformed Under the Pepper Tree. In this monthly magazine, you will 
read stories of how God is changing people’s lives at PazNaz, transforming them 
into the image of Jesus Christ by the power of his Spirit! 
 
You might be asking, “Where can I find information about a specific PazNaz 
event?” Some information about specific events on campus is found within these 
pages, but each month Transformed is focused on relating stories about what 
PazNaz is really all about. Rather than programs or events, there are stories about 
changed lives, stories about people coming in contact with the Savior, and people 
exploring what it means to become a follower of him. It is exciting to hear what 
God is doing in the lives of people! 

 
Years ago, Pastor Earl Lee and a group of staff members gathered around a pepper tree located 
on the northern-most point of what was to become the site for First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadena. They dreamed and prayed that God would provide a place where more people could 
find power for living through Jesus. What began then has been going on for over thirty years as 
men and women, boys and girls have come into relationship with Christ in significant ways under 
the shade of that old pepper tree. The mission of the church hasn’t changed. May it continue to 
flourish as people experience the transforming power of Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

B. Scott Anderson 
Executive Pastor 
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So I made my way to a nearby 
church that was known as a big 
outlier in its outreach to high 
school students. I’d had nothing to 
do with that, but I was aware of 
what made them exceptional. 
While browsing the book cart in 
their office, I was greeted by their 
assistant pastor, a guy named 
Roger Minassian. Roger 
wondered who this kid was and 
what he was up to. I told him I’d 
just finished a course on eastern 
religions and realized I knew 
nothing about Christianity, so we 
talked. Looking back to that 
unplanned conversation, he was 
surprisingly patient with my foolish 
nonsense. Over the course of our 
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conversation he made his pitch. In 
reply I said, “Roger, you’re a nice 
guy, but I’m not ready for this 
stuff.” Roger then challenged me 
to read a chapter of Mark each 
day for the next three weeks and 
to come back with my decision. I 
said I would, and I did.  

After a couple of weeks, I was 
hooked. Soon my dad and sister 
gave their lives to Jesus. Mom 
was long out of the picture by that 
point, so in less than two years all 
three of us, our whole household, 
had gone from no faith to a 
lifelong faith.  

Our ministers encouraged me to 
consider making their vocation 
mine, however the idea of 
spending so much time on a 
church campus struck me as too 
sheltered. I saw myself living a life 
more akin to “the pointy end of the 
spear,” so that became my 
direction. But as I was finishing 
my undergraduate degree, my 
growing impatience with the low 
clinical efficacies that seemed 
likely during my future working 
years made my planned PhD in 
Psychology seem unreasonable. 
But I did like measuring 
observable behavior.  

This led to a long career in 
fashion merchandising and 
information technology. By most 
measures, this has worked out 
quite well. It was in this industry 
that I met my future wife of going 
on 32 years. For many years I 
traveled the world designing and 
leading the implementation of 
many cutting-edge technology 
solutions for the world’s largest 
retailers. Which gets me back to 
my “pointy spear” objective, with a 
sampling of the things the Lord 
can allow one to experience, and 
a caution on what can happen 
along the way. 

Upon graduation from college I 
had a job waiting in the 
management program at the San 
Francisco headquarters of what 
was then one of the nation’s 
largest department store chains. 
Before moving there, I had heard 
the pejoratives of the day about 
the people of “The City,” but knew 
better than to pay any attention to 
that. Once I started getting 
established in the fashion 

industry, I got to experience what 
it can be like to be a member of a 
small minority. But rather than find 
prejudice, the opposite happened. 
It was as if these afflicted minority 
members had all decided they 
were going to treat oddball me the 
way they wished they had been 
treated, even though many of 
them didn’t know each other.  

What those experiences did was 
take the scales off of my eyes 
when reading verses championed 
by those who look harshly upon 
these minorities. Imbedded in my 
new community relationally and in 
mutual respect, and in a small 
way like Jesus’ choice of where 
he spent his time, I saw how 
inconsistent our legacy 
understanding of these verses is 
with the rest of the Bible. Getting 
to know many of these people 
well, and for a long time, reveals 
the intent of these scriptures in 
ways that a view from the 
sidelines never will. Legacy 
interpretations of “other,” be they 
female, homeless, LGBTQ, 
special needs, or whatever people 
think of as “other,” can be both 
simple and dead wrong.  

Speaking of special needs, 
years later when my wife and I 
finally decided to have children, 
we were blessed with two, with 
the first one becoming a member 
of the special needs community 
upon his birth over 21 years ago. I 
believe some lessons apply in this 
area as well. The first is the 
blessings that come from a faith 
that allows one to reject being 
defined by life events in favor of 
being able to focus on the positive 
actions we are free to take in 
service to our Lord.  

A second lesson is that the 
divorce of any law or verse from 
its context, be it prohibitions 
against leadership and/or 
sacrament for this demographic or 

that, or demands that every verse 
be given a literal interpretation to 
the exclusion of Tohu Bohu or any 
other important insight, or to 
consider those who look or act 
differently from society’s norms to 
be demoniacs, all remain as 
unchristlike as ever. Even so, the 
vast majority of American church 
leaders still consider passive, do-
nothing acceptance of persons 
with special needs worthy of best 
practices status.  

From my experience, it is wise 
to avoid getting too weary 
engaging challenges which have 
persisted for generations and may 
outlast your mortal being. 
Choosing instead to answer the 
siren call of the many whom you 
may find along the way depending 
on you at work and elsewhere, to 
the point where you have crowded 
out the Lord and taken back the 
life you gave to him, is no solution 
either. Remember that you follow 
the Lord, not others. As a fellow 
believer recently said to me, 
“Keep looking up!” 

In summary and for our family, 
where there is no place for our 
special needs son, there is no 
place for the Wassons. Our family 
is blessed that the PazNaz 
community has committed itself to 
active support for Special Needs 
individuals whom society 
considers “other.” Praise God our 
family is unchurched no more!  

We look forward to growing our 
shared faith with you!  

 
- Bruce Wasson 
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 The staff at Sunrise Preschool is 
exceptional. As you can guess, I 
am not impartial, but I can say with 
all confidence that the staff at 
Sunrise Preschool is unique in a 
number of ways. They are highly 
trained in early childhood education 
and are professional in every way. 
They love kids, and nothing delights 
them more than seeing a child learn 
a new skill or understand a new 
concept for the first time. And, since 
preschool is all about “firsts,” that’s 
why you will see smiles on our 
faces every day. Our teachers are 
rich with years of experience, and 
are fervent about sharing their love 
for Christ and his word with our 
children and families. We are as 
diverse as our students in cultures 
and personalities and we absolutely 
love working together. 

The families whose children have 
attended our school throughout the 
years have been our greatest 
source of support in the community. 
They come from near and far. As 
expected, we have families from 
our church family and some from 
our own backyard. Each day I see 
moms walking to school, pushing a 
stroller with their preschooler in tow; 
these are our Pasadena locals who 
live just around the corner. Because 
we are a ministry that is open to the 
entire community, we have families 
who don’t know the Lord, but come 
with openness to a school that has 
a reputation for academic 
excellence. As they attend each 
day, they are introduced to an 
Almighty God who loves them in a 
personal way. Others come from 
surrounding cities in our area, some 
from quite a distance. Their words 
of praise for the school as they 
interact with friends and colleagues 
have proven to be the best 
marketing a school could hope for, 
and could never pay to attain.  

And last but not least, as a 
preschool we are blessed to be one 
of the ministries of PazNaz. As a 

community partner, we are able to 
reach out to our local neighbors in 
so many practical ways because of 
the support of the church family. 
We have an amazing facility 
because, 25 years ago, when 
building this church, the church 
members had the forethought and 
vision for not only a church where 
people could worship on Sundays, 
but also a preschool where children 
could learn and grow in the 
knowledge of God’s word all week 
long. Our Associate Preschool 
Board is made up of a small group 
of church members who bless and 
support the preschool in a 
significant way with their time and 
talents. The school parents have 
access to all of the church 
ministries which are helpful 
resources that bring blessings to 
their lives.  

A number of moms have joined 
the Mothers Of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) group. Our MOPS moms 
will drop off their little ones and 
head upstairs to be involved in a 
ministry where they have found 
friendship, godly mentors, and 
God’s guidance for their young 
families. We work hand in hand with 
all the children’s ministries of the 
church to not only share 

classrooms, but also to invite 
parents to take part in Positive 
Parenting, Fall Fest, and Eggs-
travaganza events at PazNaz. Here 
the parents receive practical 
training and they make valuable 
connections with the PazNaz family 
who shower them with God’s love. 
Other parents will join a Bible study 
where they will be grounded in the 
truth and rub shoulders with mature 
believers.  

This month we will have our 
Sunrise Preschool Spring concert. 
Once a year we fill up the PazNaz 
Sanctuary with nearly a thousand 
people for this special event. This is 
an amazing opportunity to welcome 
the community to our church and to 
share the hope of the Gospel with 
these precious families. As 
believers we often strive to figure 
out ways to reach those who don’t 
know Christ and his love. At 
PazNaz, we don’t have to run after 
them; they are walking through our 
doors every day. 

I’ve had the privilege of serving at 
the school for two years now and 
the time really has flown by as a 
result of this blessed partnership 
with staff, families, and church. We 
look forward to the next 25 years of 
growing in the grace and 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, and we 
look forward to doing it … together. 

 
- Janine Sagherian 

Sunrise Preschool Director  
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In God’s grace and in the midst of the supporting prayers of the whole congregation, PazNaz’s Mandarin 
Ministries held their first Sunday worship service on Easter Sunday, March 27, with 48 people in attendance. 
Among the 48 attendees, there were a few who were first time church -goers, and most of the group were not 
regular church attendees. My message for the first service was that “God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only son,” and it was warmly received by the new congregation.  

 

Deep in our hearts, we have heard the calling from our Lord to share the Gospel to the Mandarin speaking 
residents and visitors around PazNaz. And now, in his grace, the Spirit of the Lord has led us to answer the call by 
starting this new Mandarin Sunday worship service. This new service is also the fruit of the vision given to Earl G. 
Lee, who, in his book, The Saga of the Pepper Tree, written in 1980, shared that God’s plan for building PazNaz at 
its current site was for the Nazarenes of PazNaz to serve the total community of the San Gabriel Valley . Praise the 
Lord for his continuous work in the congregation of PazNaz!   

 
- Pastor Min Xiao  

 
 

在主的恩典和弟兄姐妹的祷告中，培城第一宣圣会华语主日崇拜在3月27日开始。在48位的参加者中，有第一次来教

会的，也有不常参加教会崇拜的朋友。第一次华语崇拜的信息是“神爱世人”，参加者从信息中得到了极大的激励。在

心里深处，我们已经听到了主对我们向华人传福音的呼召，华语主日崇拜就是在主的恩典中圣灵带领我们用行动对从上

面而来的呼召的回应。同时，我们相信，华语主日崇拜的建立也是源于主当日赐给Earl G. Lee牧师的那个异象：培城第

一宣圣会在现在这个地方建立教堂，就是要在这个地区向邻舍广传福音。我们赞美主在第一宣圣会的弟兄姐妹中继续了

他自己的工作！ 
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What is this whole “kid’s pastor” gig about? That 

was the question that I posed to myself as I pondered 

and prayed about God’s direction for my life. So I 

started to ask questions, search the internet, read 

books, stalk other kid’s pastors (by Facebook to 

clarify) to figure out if I was at all capable of filling 

this significant role in the only church I have ever 

really attended. A church that my wife was brought 

up in since the age of five. The same church where 

my kids had the legendary Pastor Matt Schilz! Can I 

really do this? God said yes, and so did I. 

 

Saying “yes,” I found out quickly, was the easy part. 

There is only one way to enter the realm of the 

PazNaz Kid’s (PNK) pastor and that is head first! 

Fresh out of the frozen tundra of Colorado and back 

home to the warmth of California, I stepped into my 

role as pastor on August 1, 2014. I remember being 

super excited to get started, except I had no idea 

where to start. I knew that I had just missed the core 

of the summer programming and that I had something 

called a “Fall Fest” coming soon.  

My first ten days of ministry were a 
bit overwhelming, but incredibly 
enlightening. I met with PazNaz’s 
church board, then the entire staff, 
and then the PNK Sunday school 
teachers and the majority of the 
volunteers within Children’s 
Ministries. I also had a meet and 
greet with the PNK parents. I knew 
at this point that I was surrounded by 
awesome people and that this 
calling, as challenging as it may be, 
would not be done on my own.  

As I researched what this position 
was really about, I realized that this 
job has four main pieces: 

 

 Building Relationships 
 Events   
 Camps  
 Weekly Programming 

 

Building Relationships 

I love kids. This is my favorite part 
of the job. Who doesn’t want to hang 
out with large groups of 6- to 11-year-
olds? My first year in the “Cave” (the 
room downstairs we call home) was 
awesome, as I got to meet all of the 
kids for the first time along with the 
newcomers we get each week. It’s 
fun to hear about their weekly 
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It’s fun to hear about their weekly activities. These kids love 

to share about things they are passionate about and there is 

nothing better than watching an excited young one’s face as 

they do! I try to catch as many of their activities as I can in 

person. I like to visit them at sporting events, birthday 

parties, musicals, or just visit them at their schools.  

activities. These kids love to share 
about things they are passionate 
about and there is nothing better than 
watching an excited young one’s face 
as they do! I try to catch as many of 
their activities as I can in person. I like 
to visit them at sporting events, 
birthday parties, musicals, or just visit 
them at their schools. The kids really 
enjoy showing me what they do in 
their own environment. Building 
relationships in PNK is easy since 
PazNaz has such amazing kids and 
families. 

 

Events 

Each year PazNaz puts on a couple 
of awesome community events. Our 
first event of the school year occurs in 
October and is called Fall Festival. 
This past year’s event was a great 
success and fun-filled. With hayrides, 
jumpers, trunk or treat, games, an 
outdoor movie, and lots of candy. 
This event is a perfect time for 
families to get together for fellowship 
and fun.  

In the spring, the day before Easter, 
PazNaz hosts another community 
event called Eggs-tavaganza! The 
recent version of this event was Mary 
Poppins-themed and proved to be 
very popluar. We put on multiple egg 
hunts for the various ages. There 
were bounce houses, games in the 
gym, chalk art on the patio, as well as 
our version of the Jolly Holiday Café 
in Gilmore Hall. Mary Poppins herself 
was there to take pictures! A fun time 
was had by all, and I hope you were 
able to attend as it was a beautiful 
day. These events are huge 
undertakings. I feel blessed to be a 
part of this PazNaz staff as they all 
invest an incredible amount of time 
and energy to make these happen. 

 

Camps 

Forest Home Camp: This place is 
awesome! Each summer in June, 
PazNaz takes a group of 2

nd
 through 

5
th
 graders to camp. Last year we 

took 30 PNKers for this week of fun. 

No TV’s, no video games, and no cell 
phones. Just the kids, a handful of 
great counselors, the beautiful 
outdoors, and a fantastic Forest 
Home staff. The kids and counselors 
sleep in rustic cabins or Yurts that 
sleep 7-10. It’s as close to sleeping 
outdoors as you can get without 
being outdoors. Once that first 
morning comes, the kids are going 
from sun up to sun down with an 
incredible number of activities. 
Spending time at the lake, hiking, 
swimming, archery, and outdoor 
games are just a few of the many 
options they can choose. If you ever 
run into a PNKer, ask them about the 
blob. They love that thing and always 
have fun stories about it. Each 
evening ends with a campfire time of 
reflection, devotions, and fantastic 
worship by the staff. We are looking 
forward to taking another big group 
again this June! 

Upward Basketball & Cheer: Each 
year we invite the community of 1

st
 

through 6
th
 graders to participate in 

our Upward programming. There are 
a couple of one week camps in June 
and July. Last summer there were 40 
kids in each camp. They spent their 
time developing their skills and 
competing, while staying focused with 
devotions and character 
development. In the late fall, we host 
the Upward basketball and cheer 
league. This past season we had 
over 300 Upward basketball players, 
a large cheer team, as well as an 
excited group participating in PazNaz 
Wheels!  

 

Weekly Programming 

I have been a coach for over 20 
years, so when I was told that there 
were two very important days each 
week (Wednesdays and Sundays), I 
realized those would be my “game 
days.” I needed to do my research 
and game plan how to manage and 
maximize these two 90-minute 
periods of time. I was starting to feel 
the pressure … How do I make the 

greatest impact on these awesome 
and impressionable young people? 
Challenge accepted! 

Sundays: Each Sunday, PNK has 
Sunday school programming starting 
at 9:15 am, as well as a PNK service 
that runs from 10:30 am to Noon. 
Each Sunday school class has a 
unique curriculum designed to excite 
the kids about learning more about 
the Bible. PazNaz is truly blessed 
with a group of fantastic Sunday 
school teachers. These young ones 
are learning about God’s Word and 
how each one of them is part of 
God’s story. Our 10:30 am children’s 
service is specifically designed to 
maximize their “Cave” church 
experience. We have great 
volunteers every week helping to 
greet and hang out with the kids 
throughout the service. Each service 
has a time of prayer and reflection, 
high energy worship, a craft or a 
game, and a lesson. We are currently 
using the fun “Holy Moly” curriculum 
which the kids love. This curriculum 
does a great job of telling God’s story 
and also challenges the kids to use 
what they learn in their everyday 
lives. I invite you to come visit us 
sometime. You don’t even need to 
have kids. The “Cave” is an awesome 
place to be!   

Wednesdays: In the fall, winter, and 
spring, we meet in the “Cave” with a 
program called C.O.W., or “Creating 
on Wednesdays.” This is a great night 
of worship, crafts, games, and 
awesome Bible stories. The C.O.W. 
experience is different from Sunday 
programming since the group of kids 
is generally smaller. This allows me 
and our C.O.W. volunteers to engage 
with the kids in small groups or even 
one-on-one, to get to know them 
better and to ensure that they have a 
firm understanding of that night’s 
lesson.  

 
   So after 18 months of experience 

in this job, what does a kid’s pastor 
do? This one has tons of fun hanging 
out with kids in lots of different ways 
and locations all while diving into the 
Word of God! 

 
- Pastor Doug Ravasdy  




