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Welcome to Transformed Under the Pepper Tree. In this monthly magazine, you will 
read stories of how God is changing people’s lives at PazNaz, transforming them 
into the image of Jesus Christ by the power of his Spirit! 
 
You might be asking, “Where can I find information about a specific PazNaz 
event?” Some information about specific events on campus is found within these 
pages, but each month Transformed is focused on relating stories about what 
PazNaz is really all about. Rather than programs or events, there are stories about 
changed lives, stories about people coming in contact with the Savior, and people 
exploring what it means to become a follower of him. It is exciting to hear what 
God is doing in the lives of people! 

 
Years ago, Pastor Earl Lee and a group of staff members gathered around a pepper tree located 
on the northern-most point of what was to become the site for First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadena. They dreamed and prayed that God would provide a place where more people could 
find power for living through Jesus. What began then has been going on for over thirty years as 
men and women, boys and girls have come into relationship with Christ in significant ways under 
the shade of that old pepper tree. The mission of the church hasn’t changed. May it continue to 
flourish as people experience the transforming power of Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

B. Scott Anderson 
Executive Pastor 
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participating in numerous games 
and activities. Beyond the sports 
competitions, such as soccer, 
volleyball, basketball, and ultimate 
Frisbee, there are competitions like 
bubble blowing, hula hoops, 
hopscotch, and cartwheels. 
Creativity can be displayed on 
numerous platforms, as the art 
competition included a digital 
painting, a piece of metalwork, and 
even a doll created by a student 
from PazNaz. Outside the art 
competition, other expressions of 
creativity are given space for an 
outlet: those who prefer painting or 
drawing can compete in the Timed 
Art competition; those who prefer 
the medium of words can compete 
in the storytelling, preaching, or 
poetry competitions; the social 
media-savvy can contribute to a 

bears, wood frogs, and skunks, it is not 
uncommon for a college campus to spend its 
summer months in hibernation, rather than the 

winter ones. At Point Loma Nazarene University, the campus by the sea lies 
mostly dormant for the months with the best beach weather, as collegiate 
residents explore new lands, start a new job, or simply hide away to try to 
recover from an exhausting end of the spring semester. The emptiness of the 
campus provides a stark contrast to the controlled chaos and fun of Memorial 
Day weekend every year, as buses, vans, and cars full of middle and high 
school students (and some adults crazy enough to tag along) pour through 
the gates of the university on Friday afternoon. As if the university has 
inhaled deeply, calling in students from youth groups of Nazarene churches 
throughout Arizona, California, New Mexico, Hawaii, Southern Nevada, and 
Southern Utah, participants gather for a weekend dedicated to building 
relationships, drawing close to God, competing in serious and silly events, 
and investing in the betterment of the surrounding community.   

At the Elevate event, students are drawn together from a variety of 
experiences; it is in this space that those from various socio-economic, 
linguistic, cultural, and even religious backgrounds are able to share their 
lives with each other through almost every common ground imaginable! The 
weekend is filled with events, as students find themselves bouncing from the 
recreation room, the soccer field, the cafeteria, and the gym, supporting or 
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thread of picture highlights through 
the Instagram hashtag 
#swelevate16. It is a weekend 
where those from diverse 
backgrounds with diverse modes of 
expression all tell different parts of 
the same beautiful story, that of a 
God who has created the world and 
continues to move toward 
reconciliation.  

The Ultimate Frisbee tournament 
absorbed the attention of a large 
chunk of PazNaz students’ 
Saturday, as PazNaz had two 
teams entered in the competition. 
As a former collegiate Ultimate 
player, I found myself grateful for 
the opportunity to coach the 15 
students who participated in the 
tournament. Both teams were the 
perfect picture of gracious 
competitors, as they dedicated 
themselves entirely to the 
competition, all while showing 
respect to the other teams. On 
multiple occasions, referees or 
coaches pulled me aside to 
compliment the respect and 
maturity the two PazNaz Ultimate 
teams showed for competitors and 
referees. And these observations 
extend beyond simply the Ultimate 
teams, as PazNaz competitors in 
the volleyball, timed art, hula hoop, 
basketball, art piece (brought from 
home), volley square, and many 
other activities competed with a 
great amount of respect for all 
involved.  

At Elevate, worship was not 
restricted to only music or 
theological education, but extended 
to physical activity, creative 
expression, self-sacrifice for the 
community, and relational 
development. It was truly a 
weekend where participants could 
practice what it means to worship 
God with the entirety of their being.   

In addition to the embodiment of 
the story of reconciliation in the 
events, there were musical and 
theological acts of worship. The 
music worship was led by members 
of the Point Loma Summer Ministry 
Teams, including some familiar 
faces: some participants led 
worship at the PazNaz Summer 
Camp last year (and led PazNaz 
small groups), some will lead 
worship at the upcoming PazNaz 
Summer Camp, and one worship 

leader even graduated from 
PazNaz Student Ministries a couple 
of years ago.  

Through sessions in the large 
chapel, filled to capacity with up to 
1700 students and leaders, the 
speaker shared stories that cast a 
vision of what a life rooted in the 
love of God looks like. His 
teachings were often based in 
parables told by Jesus, using 
images of trees and weeds and 
crops and fields. It was in this 
environment that students were 
invited to draw deeply from this 
love, and to find their basis in it. 
After listening, students spoke 
about their experiences and 
observations during small group 
discussion time, reflecting on the 
things they had been learning.  

Elevate 2016 was an exclamation 
mark on a long school year and set 
the stage for a summer spent 
together building relationships and 
being rooted in the love of God. 
With 65 PazNaz participants, this 
event is the highest attended 
PazNaz event of the year. I had the 
opportunity to talk with a couple of 
students about their participation at 
the event, and they shared a variety 
of experiences.  

When I asked Santiago Lopez 
what he wanted to remember about 
the event, he said, “the joy that God 
gave us all to share.” Jake Bowser 
reminisced about his favorite part of 
the weekend, saying “definitely the 
friendships made stronger and the 
Ultimate!” Hadley Halbert, reflecting 
on the weekend, said “Something I 
want to remember forever is the 
feeling of becoming vulnerable to 
God with my best friends 
surrounding me!”  

Students were drawn to the event 
for many reasons, and each of the 
65 students had a different 
experience during the weekend. 
But, at its core, this event is about 
drawing closer to God, and these 
remarkably different experiences 
were all intimate encounters with 

the God who had called these 
students to Elevate.  

As the weekend reached its 
conclusion, the event ended the 
way it was always intended to. 
Students said their goodbyes to old 
and new friends from different 
churches, and the Point Loma 
campus exhaled students back to 
their homes across the 
Southwestern United States. Those 
drawn in with various expectations 
departed from the campus as 
missionaries participating in God’s 
work in the world. Eyes had been 
opened and ears had been inclined 
to hear the call of God, and 
students returned to their homes 
with new understandings and 
perspectives on the character of 
this God. Some friendships built 
with those who live far away 
continued via social media, and 
others made plans to see each 
other at coming district events. And 
the students and leaders, after 
spending time listening to and 
talking about being “Rooted in 
God,” moved back out into places 
where the name of God is less 
known, prepared to continue to 
worship God through everything 
they say and do.  

 
- Pastor Mackenzie Smith 
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I always believed in a God, and 
since I grew up in the American 
South, that God was the Christian 
God. Christianity was woven into 
the fabric of life, albeit, a small 
thread. My parents raised my two 
sisters and me with the American 
Christian values of the time. We 
attended church sporadically, but 
my father managed to do his best 
to teach his three children the 
importance of faith and Jesus. 
Still, the early pillars of my 
theology amounted to little more 
than a God and a Jesus that grant 
me entrance into heaven based 
upon the extent of my obedience. 
Thanks to my parents, I had a 
sense of the existence of God and 
his presence, but it took me a 
long time of seeking to truly find a 
real relationship with him.  

Despite the lack of adherence 
to my own flawed theology, God 
continually had his hand on my 
life. He brought me in and out of 
a few different youth groups 
during my early teenage years, 
allowing me to play on worship 
teams and develop my God-
given talents as a musician. I 
considered myself a Christian, 
but it was mostly a cultural 
designation rather than a 
spiritual one. I said the sinners 
prayer numerous times and was 
even baptized in a lightning 
storm during a youth group 
retreat (which felt like a true 
profession of faith, considering I 
was willing to risk electrocution 
in a Cocoa Beach hotel pool for 
Jesus). Yet, I still had not truly 
surrendered my life to him or 
completely understood what it 
meant to do so. I went on as a 
cultural Christian throughout 
high school, turning to God only 
when I needed or wanted 
something. I relied on him 
usually as a last option when I 

had exhausted all others, rather 
than my first priority.  

I definitely became a prodigal 
son in my late teens and early 
twenties. I did well in school, 
thinking that if I maintained 
straight A's and was “nice,” life 
would be just fine. I fervently 
pursued the trappings of the world 
while still trying to maintain my 
spirituality. But that soon became 
twisted and perverted into a sort 
of new age theology where God 
was no longer the God of the 
Bible but the God who allowed me 
to be and do what I felt was right, 
which only led me further away 
from God and what he created me 
to be. Now in college, my worldly 
pursuits began to catch up with 
me. I got to a point where I was 
partying more than attending 
class. I lost scholarships and 
knew I was not going to be able to 
continue as a pre-med major. 
Even if I graduated, I would never 
have qualified for medical school.  
My last resort to keep my college 
career afloat was applying to a 
physical therapy program. At the 
time, I was definitely under-
qualified, at least scholastically, 
only meeting the minimum 
qualifications for acceptance. I 
sent in my application and 
returned to praying and reading 
scripture during the month I 
waited for a response. The letter 
finally arrived in the mail. I tore it 
open and read that I had not been 
accepted, but placed on an 
alternates list. I was heart broken 
and questioned God, but 
ultimately accepted my fate and 
blamed no one but myself.  

The very next day I received a 
call from the program director. 
She asked me if I was available to 
start the program in place of a 
student who had to drop out. I 
immediately said yes and became 
the most faithful follower of Jesus 
since the apostles.  

Admittedly, that was not really 
the case. However, I did begin the 
process of truly seeking God. My 
new program director, Dr. Carol 
Clayton, was an amazing 
educator and, more importantly, 
an amazing woman of God. In our 
evangelical Christian community, 
the best way to spread the gospel 
and share our faith can be a 
divisive issue. Do we simply 
preach to those around us, telling 
them about Jesus or do we live 
out our faith as an example of 
who Jesus is? I don't know which 
is right; scripture points to both, 
but I know in the case of Dr. 
Clayton, she was able to point me 
to Christ without ever saying his 
name. She taught me how to be a 
professional centered on Jesus' 
teachings of humility, 
righteousness, empathy, and love. 
Even though God wasn't 
responsible for closing the door 
on my original career path, the 
window he opened for me would 
prove to be very fruitful.  

 After graduating at the age of 
25, I had a great new career and I 
thought I had this life thing all 
figured out. In my own eyes I was 
walking right with God, but, 
unfortunately, I was trying to do it 
all on my own. I let a few bad 
experiences and second-hand 
horror stories convince me that all 
organized religion was full of 
hypocrisy and intolerance. In my 
solitary search for truth and God, I 
began distorting scripture to fit my 
life instead of conforming my life 
to scripture. I was substituting 

http://biblehub.com/jeremiah/29-13.htm
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secular new-age, metaphysical 
teachings into my theology where 
I found scripture to be lacking. I 
even distinctively remember a 
point in those days where I was 
having a conversation about faith 
with a friend. She asked me about 
my belief in God and the Bible 
and I said, “I know there is a God, 
and I believe the Bible. I'm just 
not sure about the whole Jesus 
thing.” My heart still breaks 
thinking about that exchange. My 
spiritual life began to turn from an 
emphasis on seeking God through 
scripture to more of a secular 
spiritual inquisition into “truth.”  

 
Thank God he intervened before 

I was led too far astray. My 
parents started attending a 
Calvary Chapel in my home town 
that I would attend whenever I 
went to visit. After service one day 
I was given the book “More Than 
A Carpenter” by Josh McDowell. 
After all the documentaries I 
watched and books I read, this 
little 200 page book laid out the 
case for Christ so conclusively 
that it left all my false beliefs about 
Jesus decimated. I further 
examined the claims of Jesus and 
scripture, eventually arriving at a 
crossroad: either Jesus is who he 
says he is, or he isn't. I knew there 
was a God. Now, I knew Jesus 
was his son and that he died for 
my sins and rose again to life. But 
most importantly, I finally 
understood that I needed a savior. 
God sacrificed his son because 
there was no other way by which 
his children could be saved from 
death. In the face of this 
undeniable truth I knew my life 
ultimately didn't reflect that 
belief ... that truth. I finally 
surrendered to Jesus. I would no 
longer try to live for two masters. I 
knew I could not do anything of 

my own strength. Jesus is my all 
and my everything. How freeing it 
is to know and believe that! 

As I reflect on my spiritual 
journey, I can see all the things 
God has used to establish his firm 
foundation on which I can now 
stand and put my faith. I thank 
God for the incredible parents and 
amazing family he gave me that 
led me to understand God's 
unconditional love through their 
affections toward me. My parents' 
persistent prayers, patience, 
mercy, and grace exemplifies how 
God chastens his children. The 
Lord gave me a desire and 
hunger for truth that made me 
examine myself and test scripture 
to arrive at the inevitable 
conclusions of his truth. The 
gifting of a servant's heart draws 
me to serve others and him. And, 
the amazing wife he set apart for 
me compels me to answer his call 
to be a true man of God. God has 
blessed me so much and has 
been with me every step of the 
way. He truly has worked all 
things for good. What a great God 
we get to worship and serve!  

 
How did you connect with La 
Fuente Ministries?  

God has always used my love of 
music to steer and guide me to 
where he wants me. He brought 
me to this ministry when I was 
approached by the worship 
leader, Rosa Ramirez, to play 
bass for them during the worship 
services. 

 
What does it mean for you to be 
part of La Fuente Ministries?  

In the book of Acts, I'm in awe of 
all the amazing things the early 
church body was doing. I think 
any ministry devoted to Jesus 
should embody those early 
principles of an inclusive, 
intimate, loving connection with 
one another and with God along 
with a call to service. I think La 
Fuente Ministries embodies those 
principles and it means so much 
to me to a part of that.  

 
What have you learned about 
God this past year?  

I am continually affirmed in his 
mercy and grace. This past year 

God has really opened my eyes to 
his faithfulness when we abide in 
him for everything.  

  
How are you growing within La 
Fuente Ministries?   

One of the great things about 
Pastor Marcos Canales, aka Mr. 
Mexico, is his commitment to 
facilitate growth in the community 
and individually. Whether it be 
learning about how different 
cultures worship and praise 
Jesus, the struggles facing 
different communities of believers, 
or being asked to write articles for 
PazNaz, I'm always being 
challenged to be an active 
member of my faith community.  

 
How are you serving within La 
Fuente Ministries?  

I guess the most prominent role 
I have is playing bass guitar on 
the worship team, though the 
opportunities to serve within the 
ministry extend to all aspects of 
my spiritual walk. 

 
What are your dreams for the 
next stage of development of 
La Fuente Ministries?  

I'm grateful for all the Lord has 
done so far through this ministry. 
I’m very excited to see how God 
will continue to use the intercultural 
and intergenerational demographic 
he has assembled here to serve 
his kingdom. I pray he builds up 
this ministry and all of PazNaz to 
truly influence the community with 
the love, mercy, and grace that he 
so richly pours out on us.  

 
- Joseph Perdue 

http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/undeniable
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Perhaps one of the most controversial aspects of Jesus’ ministry involves his actions at the meal table, in which he was 
openly criticized for fellowshipping with sinners. As a marriage and family therapist, this very act of inclusiveness, as well as the 
healing that Christ offered by his presence, is what therapists should strive for within our own practice. Christ offers a model of 
how to create a hospitable environment where the wounded can come with the confidence that they will receive acceptance 
and help with their bandages. In order to better understand this model that I believe Christ has enacted for us, this article will 
first briefly cover the importance of meals in the first century Palestinian context, as well as what Christ demonstrated through 
his inclusive fellowship. I will then conclude by further demonstrating the implications of Jesus’ example on the therapy room 
and our obligation as Christian therapists to attempt to create the same hospitable space that Christ did. 

 
Importance of meals - In first century Judaism, meals were one of the most significant social functions (Osiek & 

Balch, 1997:45). According to Neyrey (1991), “Meals … are a potential source of information about a group’s symbolic 
universe” (p.363). Meals were typically restricted in two ways: social status, and the difference between clean and unclean 
food. Therefore, according to Achtemeier, Green, and Meye Thompson (2001), meals established boundaries and were 
opportunities to display one’s level of honor in the society. With whom one ate and what one ate were highly emphasized by 
the religious elite, such as the Pharisees. This emphasis can be seen in the gospels by how the Pharisees are presented as 
concerned and even outraged by Jesus’ table behavior. In the Pharisaic interpretation of the law, such fellowship with 
“unclean” persons was a strict offense to the purity of Yahweh. Moreover, the self-identity of the Jewish nation as the people of 
God incorporated key practices, of which are table companions and food laws. (Achtemeier, Green, & Meye Thompson, 2001). 

 
What Jesus taught through his table fellowship - Achtemeier, Green, and Meye Thompson (2001) compare Jesus’ 

table fellowship to his miracles of healing and exorcism in that both of these actions demonstrate the “inbreaking of the 
kingdom of God” (p.151). Through his table fellowship, Jesus exhibits a future reality that impacts one’s practices today. Jesus 
is said to foster liminality, defined by Brawley (1995) as “the state between separation from social structure and reaggregation 
back into social structure. It breaks down social distinctions and stresses equality and camaraderie, and it leads … an 
undifferentiated whole over against the segmentation of social structure” (p.28). In other words, Christ joins with those who 
have been ostracized and invites them back into a place in society by joining them in a meal. 
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Unlike other teachers and noble men of his day, Jesus does not carefully 
choose his table companions in order to better his own social status or 
demonstrate his high standing to society. Instead, he eats with tax collectors and 
sinners, who would have been considered beneath his social status (Luke 15:1-
2). He blatantly disregards the wider society on a whole, as well as the Jewish 
society in particular (with special emphasis to the rejection of the Pharisee’s 
teaching), by eating with such individuals. Smith (1994) states that in this way, 
Jesus embodies the future kingdom of God in the present day, offering healing 
and salvation through his table manners.  

 Not only did his actions demonstrate Jesus’ perspective on who is and is not 
welcome into the kingdom of God as a future goal to be achieved in the next world, 
but his table fellowship also spoke to the injustice of this world, calling for a 
reorientation of actions including the welcoming of sinners back into human 
community. This must have been devastatingly insulting to the Pharisees for Jesus 
to demonstrate that these “wrong” and perhaps even “wicked” people will 
participate in the kingdom of God and should be welcomed in daily activities on 
this earth, not necessarily those who carefully practice dietary regulations. 
Furthermore, Christ not only welcomes the wicked into his kingdom, he does so 
without first requiring repentance or penitence, which is contrary to Jewish 
tradition. By eating with these “sinners,” Jesus is symbolically expressing the 
forgiveness of sins, which offers the chance of a new beginning via the context of 
fellowship (Blomberg, 2005). As a result of Jesus’ inclusive table fellowship, Jesus 
is identified with the socially marginalized, challenges established social 
boundaries, and faces much animosity. 

 
Table fellowship in the therapy room - It is quite easy to see why Jesus’ 

inclusive table fellowship stood as a stark contrast to the actions of others in that 
society. However, the question remains on how Jesus’ actions can be a direct model 
for Christian therapists. 

One of the first ways Jesus’ model affects therapists is how Jesus welcomed the 
hurting, the rejected, and the “wicked” of society to commune with him. As therapists, 
we will be in the presence of deeply wounded individuals and families. We have the 
choice to treat such persons with dignity and respect as Christ did, or join society in 
judging them and separating them from the “normal” society. Moreover, we can 
choose to side with these broken persons and shun society’s expectations and 
judgments. Perhaps the entity that will be most prone to clash with in our inclusive 
therapy is the religious society, as Christ himself experienced. We will be bombarded 
with stereotypical answers such as, “God hates _____,” “Perhaps they just need to 
spend more time with God about this,” and, “When you work with such individuals, you 
are condoning their behavior.” In my reading of the scriptures, Christ was not 
preoccupied with whether his healing presence to such hurting people was condoning 
or not. He did not require “purity” before entering into relationship with “sinners.” So too 
do we have a privileged position to join with those persons who the world/religious 
entities have rejected and judged and uphold them with welcoming love. 

In Nouwen’s (1979) short work entitled, The Wounded Healer, he encourages 
ministers (and I would add therapists to this) to recognize the sufferings in their own 
hearts and make this recognition the starting point of their ministry. Christ himself was 
a wounded healer, rejected by his own people. Yet in his injury, he welcomed others 
to come and sit with him. He did not concentrate on his own rejection, but focused on 
the hurt of others in order to offer healing from cruel situations that life has to offer, 
including ones’ own decisions. As Christ made room for these rejected individuals, so 
too must therapists make room for the hurting and must not reject them with words of 
false encouragement or subtle judgment. As Jesus demonstrates in his table 
fellowship, this requires a bold humility to join them on an equal setting and sit with 
them in the middle of their pain. 

How audacious to consider the creator of the universe intentionally humbling 
himself into the position of equality with “the wicked.” Despite truly “knowing what is 
best,” Jesus does not appear to be concerned with lavishing his profound wisdom 
onto these ostracized persons, thereby offering a not-so-subtle reminder of his 
superiority. Rather, I see him as more concerned with offering a place of safety and 
acceptance, offering forgiveness and the chance of a new beginning via relationship 
with him. This model of humility speaks to the “well-educated therapists,” with their 

tools and interventions and advanced 
knowledge that can fall short of being 
the healing balm of hope: hope of a 
new beginning, a new perspective, or 
simply a new way of handling an old 
situation. This hope must grow from 
our relationship with the clients 
based on what Rogers would state is 
“unconditional positive regard.” That 
is, judgment, condemnation, and 
arrogance must be stricken from the 
relationship and hope and 
empowerment for change must be 
cultivated. 

 
Jesus offers a model for therapists in 

his table fellowship by welcoming the 
outcasts of society to dwell in the holy 
presence of a wounded healer. So 
shall we follow this model that Christ 
has demonstrated and create a 
hospitable safe place for the hurting of 
this world. We shall create a place in 
which we can offer healing not 
necessarily out of our expertise, but 
rather from our humility in joining with 
the rejected of society and sitting with 
them in their pain. If we are to do this, 
the world will surely notice, just as it 
stood amazed at Jesus’ inclusive table 
fellowship. While some may be 
indignant, those who we invite to “eat 
with us” will experience healing and 
the eschatological hope of a future of 
caring and hospitality for all people. 

 
- Jill Alonzo 
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