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For a complete overview of PazNaz, their 
beliefs, and ministries, please visit the 
website www. PazNaz.org. 
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Welcome to Transformed Under the Pepper Tree. In this monthly magazine, you will 
read stories of how God is changing people’s lives at PazNaz, transforming them 
into the image of Jesus Christ by the power of his Spirit! 
 
You might be asking, “Where can I find information about a specific PazNaz 
event?” Some information about specific events on campus is found within these 
pages, but each month Transformed is focused on relating stories about what 
PazNaz is really all about. Rather than programs or events, there are stories about 
changed lives, stories about people coming in contact with the Savior, and people 
exploring what it means to become a follower of him. It is exciting to hear what 
God is doing in the lives of people! 

 
Years ago, Pastor Earl Lee and a group of staff members gathered around a pepper tree located 
on the northern-most point of what was to become the site for First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadena. They dreamed and prayed that God would provide a place where more people could 
find power for living through Jesus. What began then has been going on for over thirty years as 
men and women, boys and girls have come into relationship with Christ in significant ways under 
the shade of that old pepper tree. The mission of the church hasn’t changed. May it continue to 
flourish as people experience the transforming power of Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

B. Scott Anderson 
Executive Pastor 
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I was born in Louisville, Kentucky, but my family 
came to California when I was less than one-year-
old. It’s funny because the love for mountains and 
Kentucky bluegrass music has been a defining part 
of my life, and I was only there as a baby! 
My dad died when I was seven, so my mom 

raised me alone in Southern California. Being the 
youngest of five, it was like being raised as an 
only child after my siblings all left for college. My 
mom was consistently supportive of my early 
interests in acting and singing, while also 
encouraging education into college and beyond. 

At Glendale High School, my 
Modern Dance teacher had 
become a Christian during my 
senior year, and we kept in touch 
after I graduated. She invited me 
to the Vineyard, and I accepted 
the Lord that very night, at age 
nineteen. During Catholic grade 
school I had been taught a lot 
about Jesus, but after receiving 
him I came to know Jesus. I 
attended the Vineyard in the San 
Fernando Valley for my college 
years and it was an exciting time. 
Bob Dylan accepted the Lord at 
my church, and Debbie and Pat 
Boone as well as Keith Green and 
his family went there. The 
Vineyard couldn’t have been a 
better foundational upbringing for 
me as a new Christian. 
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Eventually, though, I began to 
long for more depth in my faith. I 
felt like my church was excellent 
for new believers with all of our 
fundamental questions, but I 
wanted to move beyond these. I 
started looking around, attending 
other churches. 

At that time, a Christian friend told 
me about an interdenominational 
theater group she knew, and 
wondered if I’d like to join. I 
auditioned for and joined the 
Fisherman’s Players West, and 
there met my husband, Richard, 
as well as other friends we’re in 
contact with to this day. The 
Players’ rehearsal space was at 
the Church of the Transfiguration 
Episcopal Church in Arcadia, the 
same church my husband had 
attended since childhood, though 
he had become a Christian at 
college through the loving ministry 
of his friends. I checked out 
“Transfig” on a Sunday morning, 
and I could feel it was to be my 
new home – convenient, since by 
that time Richard and I were 
engaged. We attended Transfig 
for about twenty years, as our 
three children were growing up, 
but that parish, as well as the 
denomination at large, became far 
too theologically loose for us. For 
me personally, the broad 
theological road trodden there 
was confusing and was beginning 
to take a toll on my understanding 
of holiness, and even on our 
marriage. 

We knew a group of Nazarenes 
very well because Richard had 
worked with them as a graphic 
artist at a missions organization in 
Pasadena called World-Wide 
Missions. These people’s 
Christian lives were very 
consistent and genuine. PazNaz 
members Lois Hughes, Rowena 
Pestana, and Esther Remington 
were among them. We felt that if 
these beautifully sincere people 
were all a part of the same 
denomination, maybe we should 
check it out, so we came to 
PazNaz, and, once again, it was 
instantly home. That first Sunday, 
I walked into the Centurions class, 
and there was Bill Kliewer 
teaching, and Don Weisbrod at 
one of the tables. I had worked 

with both of these gentlemen at 
World Vision for a time. 
Centurions has been our class for 
now almost twelve years at 
PazNaz. We love our fellow class 
members and their mature 
wisdom. Since the youngest of 
our three children, Rose, has lived 
at home through these years (until 
about a month ago), she also 
attended PazNaz and sang in the 
choir, bringing her mom much joy. 
She has an apartment in 
Pasadena with a girlfriend from 
work as her roommate. Rose 
works with me at a local 
psychiatric hospital, and is 
studying at Azusa Pacific 
University to be a Doctor of 
Psychology. Our eldest, Ruth, is a 
technical writer in San Francisco. 
Our son, Jesse, is a freelance 
journalist in Los Angeles. 

It has been immeasurably 
spiritually significant for me to be 
a member of PazNaz. Jesus 
Christ is given his rightful place as 
mankind’s only Savior. Sound 
biblical theology is taught and 
exemplified by all members of the 
leadership. The church members 
show consistent love for one 
another and that love reaches 
outward, unendingly. It is 
beautifully clear here what 
holiness is all about. The Holy 
Spirit in and through such a 
healthy part of the body of Christ 
has been changing me ever since 
we arrived. 

PazNaz’s Celebration Choir 
ministry under the leadership of 
Pastor Alan De Vries has been 
one of the most solidly wonderful 
experiences of my life. Words 
cannot express how deeply 
meaningful and important this 
ministry is to me. In addition to 
upholding the highest standard of 
excellence we can manage, 
Pastor Alan considers the hearts 
of the people he shepherds even 

more important than the music we 
make. He values and cares about 
each of us – and he makes 
rehearsals so much fun! It’s even 
fun when he corrects us! We don’t 
mind repeating the same section 
of a song until we get past our 
mistakes, because there is no 
brow-beating or negativity in the 
ways he directs and instructs us, 
but rather gentleness, 
graciousness, and good-natured 
humor, accompanied by the finest 
musicianship. My experience with 
the Celebration Choir is that we 
get to be a family that leads our 
bigger church family in worship. 

Each week, as I experience 
fulfillment as a medications nurse 
at the hospital, and almost all of my 
energy is used up, there’s just 
enough left for my family, choir, 
church, Sunday school, friends, our 
cats, and blessed Sabbath rest. 
And that is just enough for me. 

 
- Lisa Sears 

 
 

 

 

 

We felt that if these beautifully sincere 
people were all a part of the same 
denomination, maybe we should check 
it out, so we came to PazNaz, and, once 
again, it was instantly home.  
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pward is the answer! Answer to what you may ask? It’s the 
answer to an ongoing issue arising in youth sports. Another 
question: Can participating in competitive sports at too young 
an age have a negative effect on children and their future in 
sports? Starting ages for youth in competitive sports have 
lowered dramatically in the past two decades. There is an 

estimated 40 million children that are involved in competitive sports. It's not 
just the numbers that are crazy, but the manner in which kids are playing. 
Children who get involved in organized competitive sports at a young age 
may find themselves tired of the game they once loved. Young athletes are 
becoming increasingly stressed because of pressure from their parents and 
coaches. They are traveling further, playing more games, and spending less 
time just being kids. I, for one, can attest to this first hand. Both of my 
children, Jack and Megan, have played basketball year-round since they 
were 4 or 5.  

Today’s children find themselves with a variety of competitive sports to 
choose from at earlier ages. The problem starts when the sport becomes 
more like a job than play. We, as coaches and parents, believe that playing 
all the time will translate to winning, visibility, and then scholarships. I 
believe that parents want what is best for their kids. But with this “win and 
play at all costs mentality,” are we really doing what is right for our kids?  

These days more and more 
parents are “encouraging” their 
children to practice and play year-
round to insure they have the best 
skills necessary to compete and be 
a starter in high school and on their 
club teams. Training and traveling 
all year can take a toll on children 
and teens.  

There is no doubt that youth 
sports have become a huge force in 
society. Today's forms of youth 
sports, which are competitive in 
nature, can be hurtful to future 
sports involvement for many 
reasons. 

First, the age and nature of youth 
sports begins too early. Second, 
children are being burned-out of 
sports at a young age. Third, the 
specialization of sports has 

 

U 
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My fourth year of Upward taught me how to lose. That 
year my team lost our first three games. After the first 
game I was so upset. I just couldn't believe we lost. After 
the second game I took the loss a little better. By the third 
game, I was ok with my team losing because I learned 
that sometimes you win and sometimes you lose, and 
winning isn't all that important. 

In my losing experiences I learned that God is always 
with me through the losses and wins. If I could do it all 
again, I wouldn't change a thing. That is how much I 
loved Upward.  
  
Gianni’s Testimony 

I've been participating in Upward since I was in second 
grade. It was my first experience with team sports. Being 
homeschooled, I don't have as many opportunities for 
socializing and working in teams, so I was really excited! I 
loved going to practice and competing each week. 

Over the years I played on many teams including the 
Fever, the Liberty, the Mystics, the Sky, and the Lakers. 
One year, on team Liberty, a funny thing happened. I 
received a jersey with the number 12 and three other 
players received the same number. We all got a good 
laugh out of that. 

Another year, when one of my teammates was going 
through a difficult time, our team pulled together to 
support and comfort her. The friendships we formed were 
an important part of Upward. 

During my last year in Upward we played against the 
same team every week and almost every week we lost. I 
learned a lot about sportsmanship that year. It's hurtful 
when you win and the opposing team doesn't want to 
line up and give high fives because they're upset. When I 
lost I was upset too, but I learned to try to keep a good 
attitude and congratulate the winning team. 

I love Upward! Now that I'm too old to play, I'm looking 
forward to being an assistant coach! 

 
These stories are exactly what PazNaz Upward is all 

about - learning invaluable life lessons through winning, 
losing, and practicing the game of basketball.  

 
- Pastor Doug Ravasdy 

 

dramatically affected participation in other sports and the 
development of transferable skills. Finally, children are 
often being pressured by parents to participate early to 
gain an advantage over their peers. We need to 
remember that these are just games and should be fun 
and enjoyable to those who participate in them. 

Meanwhile, PazNaz has been offering an awesome 
alternative to this model in Upward! What is this Upward 
thing all about? 

Established in 1995, Upward Sports is the world’s 
largest Christian youth sports provider. Upward Sports is 
the only organization that offers the 360 Progression™, a 
uniquely designed total sports experience that adapts and 
expands as players grow in their personal athletic 
journeys. The 360 Progression develops total athletes 
mentally, athletically, spiritually, and socially – producing 
players who excel both on and off the field.  

Today, approximately half a million players at more than 
2,000 churches in 47 states participate in camps, clinics, 
and leagues through Upward Sports’ Recreation Division. 
PazNaz has been offering Upward summer camps and 
winter leagues for approximately five years. In that time, 
our numbers have soared and God has made significant 
impact on the lives of over 1,000 kids. This season, we 
have 250 kids ages 5-11 signed up to play basketball 
and/or cheer!  

Upward’s stated mission is “Promoting the Discovery of 
Jesus through Sports.” How cool is that? When I first 
heard about Upward, I was very intrigued to see how this 
mission could be accomplished. I quickly found out that 
this wasn’t just lip service. Upward has developed a “play 
with a purpose” approach: 

 

 Learn Right from Wrong - Discover rules, 
objectives, and a love for the game.  

 Get in the Game - Introduce skills to play the game. 
 Discover Your Life's Purpose - Understand Christ's 

plan and your part in it. 
 Connect with Teammates - Play with peers and 

begin new relationships. 
 

All of these aspects are easily visible in every practice 
and game throughout the season.  

Upward has been a fantastic experience for just about 
everyone involved. Here are a couple of testimonials from 
Gina and Gianni Poreca, twins in our youth group. 

 
Gina’s Testimony 

I was in Upward for five years and it was fun! My first 
year was great. I got to play basketball and I learned a lot 
about God. After that I was hooked, I couldn't wait for the 
next season to start. My third year is easy to 
recall because my team was undefeated! 

 

There is an estimated 40 million children that are involved in 
competitive sports. It's not just the numbers that are crazy, but 
the manner in which kids are playing. Children who get 
involved in organized competitive sports at a young age may 
find themselves tired of the game they once loved. Young 
athletes are becoming increasingly stressed because of the 
pressure they are getting from their parents and coaches. 
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possible. So the next best thing 
would be working part-time and 
having my afternoons with Cooper 
and Wyatt. 

Teaching at Valley Center 
Preschool has meant so much to 
me. I love being at a school where I 
am free to reach out to the parents 
that are there and pray with them or 
speak to them about my faith. I 
have the opportunity to tell Bible 
stories to these precious little faces 
five days a week. For some of 
these kids, this may be the only 
time they hear about Christ and his 
love for us and for their families.  

 
Valley Center Preschool is 

blessed to have Jen Zych on staff. 
She is truly an answer to my 
prayers for this school because she 
has a passion for teaching and 
reflects the character of Jesus. God 
is good!  

 
- Liane D’Arezzo 

  

alley Center Preschool is growing, thanks to the Lord. With 
growth comes the opportunity to look for and find staff 
members who have a passion and desire to teach preschool 
and reflect the character of Jesus. I began praying for the 
staff as soon as we were licensed. Since I had been 
praying, I knew it was the Lord that brought Jen Zych, 
Valley Center Preschool’s teacher of four-year-olds, 

especially with the odd way it came about. I was in Huntington Beach 
visiting a friend who used to teach with me. While enjoying our day, my 
friend received a text from another mutual friend/teacher saying she would 
not be returning to her school and asked for prayer that God would help 
her know his plan for her life. When my friend shared the text with me, I 
instantly thought,“Oh, maybe she would like to come teach at Valley 
Center Preschool!” The rest, as they say, is history.  

Jen Zych began her teaching career as a preschool teacher fifteen years 
ago. After several years, she moved up to teach third grade. She is a 
terrific preschool teacher and the children in her class benefit from her 
experience and will be very ready for kindergarten.  

The following is her story and testimony.  
 
My name is Jen Zych. I moved to the Glendora area four years ago with 

my family, my husband, Phil, and our son, Cooper (who was two -years-old 
at the time). Since then we have added our second son, Wyatt, to the 
picture, who is now two. We currently attend Christ Church of the Valley on 
Saturday evenings and are loving it. However, church is not new to us. Phil 
and I met at a church in Sierra Madre where we were involved in the 
college group. After being married for six years, we felt God calling us to 
change churches. It was at Life Christian Fellowship that we introduced our 
two boys to Christ and his teachings. We fell in love with what our pastor 
was teaching us and the fellowship we were having with other Christ 
followers. However, things changed in 2014.  

In 2014 my faith in Christ was being challenged. I have taught in the 
Christian school setting for fifteen years and at the same faith -based 
school. I loved it. But one thing was lacking professionally, my California 
teaching credential. Since I was working in a private school it was not 
necessary for me to have a credential. After hearing that my job as a third 
grade teacher was in jeopardy because of what I was missing, I started to 
question if this career was the right path Christ had in mind all along. It 
was at this point that I realized my career was going to take a lot of faith in 
him. Not only did this cause my faith in him to grow, it meant I also needed 
to have hope in him. After many times in prayer for direction and continued 
faith, I found myself at Valley Center Preschool. It would be a big change 
from a moderate size school, preschool through 8

th
 grade, to a small 

preschool, just three minutes from my home.  
God could not have had a more perfect plan for my family. My husband 

and I made the decision for our oldest son to attend our local, 
neighborhood school for kindergarten while I started work at Valley Center 
Preschool. Our younger son, Wyatt, is able to attend Valley Center 
Preschool with me. The schedule for my work and Cooper ’s school work 
out perfectly. But that is not the most important thing. The new change for 
my family means that I can be home with my boys more. I have always had 
a desire to stay at home and be a full-time mom, but that just hasn’t been 

 
 




