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Welcome to Transformed Under the Pepper Tree. In this monthly magazine, you will 
read stories of how God is changing people’s lives at PazNaz, transforming them 
into the image of Jesus Christ by the power of his Spirit! 
 
You might be asking, “Where can I find information about a specific PazNaz 
event?” Some information about specific events on campus is found within these 
pages, but each month Transformed is focused on relating stories about what 
PazNaz is really all about. Rather than programs or events, there are stories about 
changed lives, stories about people coming in contact with the Savior, and people 
exploring what it means to become a follower of him. It is exciting to hear what 
God is doing in the lives of people! 

 
Years ago, Pastor Earl Lee and a group of staff members gathered around a pepper tree located 
on the northern-most point of what was to become the site for First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadena. They dreamed and prayed that God would provide a place where more people could 
find power for living through Jesus. What began then has been going on for over thirty years as 
men and women, boys and girls have come into relationship with Christ in significant ways under 
the shade of that old pepper tree. The mission of the church hasn’t changed. May it continue to 
flourish as people experience the transforming power of Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

B. Scott Anderson 
Executive Pastor 
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My family and I began attending PazNaz 
45 years ago when I was in high school. 
It was through a "modern day miracle" 
that my family ended up at PazNaz (ask 
me about it sometime when you see me). 
My brother, Phil Calafat, and I became 
very active in the youth group and the 
teen choir, The Christian Minstrels. My 
youth pastor and his wife, Dee and Vi 
Freeborn, became not only my youth 
leaders but, over the years, dear friends. 

After graduating from Westmont 

College, I rekindled my love for 

music by joining the church choir. 

My husband, Chuck Young, told 

me that when he saw me singing 

in the choir, he told the Lord, 

"That's the girl I want to marry.” 

Well, one thing led to another, 

and we were married by Pastor 

Lee at the Mountain Street church 

location, and in January we will 

celebrate 37 years of marriage. 

The Lord blessed us with two 

beautiful baby girls, Darlene and 

Crystal, a year-and-a-half apart. 

We knew that the best place for 

them to grow spiritually, in 

addition to what we taught them at 

home, would be the wonderful 
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programs that PazNaz had to 

offer for all ages. From infants 

through high school, our girls 

grew up in the children and youth 

ministries at PazNaz and were 

challenged weekly to learn God's 

Word and then live it out in their 

daily lives. They are adults now 

with families of their own, and 

continue to love and serve the 

Lord. 

Three years ago my brother, 

Phil Calafat, was in a horrible 

motorcycle accident near Las 

Vegas, in which he almost lost his 

life. While he spent four weeks in 

the LV Trauma Unit, Chuck and I 

drove back and forth every couple 

of days to be with him. Our dear 

friends, Pastor Ridge Ireland and 

Bob Kelley came to visit Phil, 

which was a wonderful blessing to 

us. During rehab, Phil had 

numerous visitors from church 

who came to encourage him. 

About a year-and-a half-ago, I 

found myself in the hospital for 

knee replacement surgery. Due 

to complications during and after 

surgery, what I was told would be 

a three-day stay turned into 

almost two weeks. Due to these 

various issues, my family 

requested "no visitors," but that 

didn't keep Pastors Alan De Vries 

and Darwin Ng away! They 

visited daily and called by phone 

to check up on me. I felt loved 

and connected to my church. 

During that very physically painful 

and often lonely time of recovery, 

I knew that I was being prayed 

for by my pastors and church 

friends. Choir members and 

Home Group friends blessed 

Chuck and me by providing 

meals when I returned home. 

I love music and love to sing. 

Nine years ago I rejoined the 

Celebration Choir at church. 

Thinking this was a great place of 

ministry, I was looking forward to 

singing again. What I didn't 

realize was that the choir 

ministered to me and gave me 

more than I could ever give back. 

I have made many lasting 

friendships through choir and 

have rekindled old ones. Pastor 

Alan has the heart of a pastor and 

I know that he and the other choir 

members lift me up in prayer 

whenever I have a need. I find 

much joy in praying for my fellow 

choir members, and love sharing 

the message of Christ through 

music and leading others in 

worship every Sunday. 

About the time that I joined the 

choir, our youngest daughter, 

Crystal, left for a three-year 

mission trip to share the love of 

Jesus with the Kurds in Northern 

Iraq. Many PazNaz people 

pledged to pray for her and for 

Chuck and me, and many 

supported her ministry financially 

while she was gone. Those were 

difficult days for our family as we 

not only missed our sweet 

daughter, but as any parents 

would, we worried about her 

safety. There were many times 

that church friends prayed for us 

during this difficult time. The 

Faithbuilders Sunday School 

Class, of which my mom, Tressie 

Calafat, is a longtime member, 

pledged to help Crystal 

financially, and never failed to 

pray for her each and every 

Sunday of those three years that 

she was away. God bless the 

prayer warriors at PazNaz! 

While I am busy enjoying my 

involvement in choir, my 

husband, Chuck Young, enjoys 

serving on the church board. He 

also loves working with Church in 

the Park and serving the 

homeless every Sunday morning 

at Central Park in Pasadena. It 

has been a much loved ministry 

for him for over 15 years. 

When not at church, I enjoy 

spending time weekly with my 

new grandson, Ezekiel Charles 

(Zeke). I'm pretty crazy about him 

and think he's pretty cute! I also 

love riding and taking care of my 

horse, Wrangler. Horses have 

always been a part of my life, and 

riding 3-4 times a week is a 

passion for me. 

Chuck and I love PazNaz. There 

has been and is no better place 

for us to be! 

 
- Debbi Young 

 

 

 

I love music and love to sing. Nine years ago I 
rejoined the Celebration Choir at church. 
Thinking this was a great place of ministry, I  
was looking forward to singing again. What I 
didn't realize was that the choir ministered to  
me and gave me more than I could ever give back.  
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Worship is more complete and we feel like this 
allows us to connect with God in really meaningful 
ways. This also allows us to get to know people 
from other cultures. We are practicing what it 
means to be a part of the body of Christ.

 

uillermo and Roseann Kohn have been an integral part of 
Hispanic Ministries at PazNaz. As some of the founding 
members of this ministry, Guillermo and Roseann come to 

Hispanic Ministries with more than two decades of church 
planting experience and a passion for evangelism and 

service. They met in the Chaco province of Argentina when 
Roseann, an Armenian-American, went on a mission trip to the city of 
Resistencia. Guillermo’s brother introduced them and they began to 
correspond, visit, and call each other for over a year until they became 
engaged and married. They have now been married for 35 years. 

Guillermo and Roseann arrived at PazNaz more than 15 years ago 
when their son Phillip connected with PazNaz’s youth group. At the time, 
they were members of another congregation but, as Phillip got more 
involved in the life of the youth group, they decided it was best to worship 
together in the same congregation. After many years of service and 
ministry at PazNaz including choir, Centurions Sunday school class, and 
Helping Hands, Guillermo and Roseann began to sense a need to 
minister within the Latina community.  

I remember meeting them on my first Sunday at PazNaz, and I was 
amazed at their perseverance as they waited for many years for PazNaz to 
launch a Hispanic Ministry. Roseann approached me and said: “There is so 

much for us to do in this 
community; we are ready, Pastor! 
We have been ready! When do we 
start? Whatever you want us to do, 
we are here to serve God.”  

Guillermo and Roseann 
responded to God’s invitation to 
launch a new ministry at PazNaz. 
As the ministry has developed and 
strengthened, Guillermo and 
Roseann’s gifts have made a 
tremendous relational and 
pastoral impact upon the lives of 
many in Hispanic Ministries, 
especially across generations. 
They have become a voice of wise 
counsel, genuine encouragement, 
and real honesty. Each Sunday 
morning, it is common to see 
Guillermo embracing and 
engaging first-time visitors with 
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country, but time and time again 
we saw God at work. Even when 
the toughest season of our lives 
approached, I (Roseann) would 
ask God: “Lord, why me?” But 
Guillermo always reminded me, 
“Why not you?” So we have grown 
in our understanding of trust. We 
are faced with situations all the 
time, especially this last year, but 
God has always made a way. God 
has grabbed our hand and has 
said, “Let’s walk through this.” 

 

What are your dreams for the 
next stage of development of 
Hispanic Ministries? 

Our hope is that as we grow in 
the Word of God and in the 
knowledge of our Lord, we will 
also grow in our passion for 
evangelism. We are a beautiful 
ministry that can reach multiple 
generations and cultures. We 
want others in our community, in 
our city, to experience the love, 
the intimacy, the koinonia that 
God has given us. We know that 
there are others in our community 
that we need to get to know so 
that we can serve together. Our 
hope is that in serving God, we 
will serve one another genuinely, 
and that in serving one another, 
we will serve our neighbors. It is 
truly an honor and a privilege to 
serve in a bilingual community 
that seeks to be loving in this city. 

 
After attending PazNaz for the 

last 15 years, I am thankful that 
Guillermo and Roseann Kohn 
have found a place as spiritual 
mentors within Hispanic Ministries.  

 
- Pastor Marcos Canales 

 

know people from other cultures. 
We are practicing what it means 
to be a part of the body of Christ. 

 

How are you serving within 
Hispanic Ministries? 

Even though we are retired, we 
are finding ways in which the Lord 
can use us so that we can serve 
him. Being part of this ministry 
allows us to use our gifts. There is 
no other way to look at church; we 
are using our church planting 
gifts, but we are also using our 
leadership skills. We both serve on 
the Hispanic Ministries Leadership 
Team. Guillermo is an usher; I 
teach Sunday School, and we are 
both ministering to a younger 
generation through mentorship.  

 

Tell us more about those 
mentoring relationships? 

Well, we have been able to 
create very special mentoring 
relationships with younger 
families and some grad students. 
We are able to laugh together, eat 
together, pray together, and cry 
together. We have been able to 
see God move and use us in 
powerful ways when we are 
willing to accompany families and 
walk them through unknown and 
hard territory, whether relationally, 
emotionally, or spiritually. What is 
amazing is that they are also 
transforming us! They are 
concerned and caring towards our 
well-being. We are looking 
beyond ourselves and, in turn, we 
are finding that the younger 
generation also wants to go 
beyond themselves in service.  

 

What have you learned about 
God this past year? 

We have really learned to trust 
in all situations. During life’s 
journey, prior to this year, we 
faced illnesses, financial 
problems, and adjusting to a new  

openness and warmth, and for 
Roseann to be providing a 
listening ear to younger women.  

 

How did you connect with 
Hispanic Ministries? 

When the ministry launched, we 
wanted to be supportive. We had 
been thinking and dreaming about 
what it would look like for PazNaz 
to reach out to the Latina 
community. We were trying to find 
a way to start a Spanish ministry. 
We prayed and we found others 
who had the same heart and 
purpose. After many 
conversations, Pastor Scott 
Anderson told us that the church 
had found a pastor to launch the 
ministry. We were so excited! We 
wanted to join. 

 

What does it mean for you to 
be part of Hispanic Ministries? 

It is a tremendous blessing to 
have a bilingual service! It is a 
blessing to be intergenerational 
and intercultural. The other day a 
group of us went to lunch 
together. When we sat down at 
the table I (Roseann) said, “I 
would have never, ever, eaten 
with you before if it weren’t for 
Hispanic Ministries. I probably 
would have sat next to you in the 
Sanctuary, but I never would have 
gotten to know you.” We are 
blessed to be part of Hispanic 
Ministries. 

 

How are you growing within 
Hispanic Ministries? 

We are growing in our sense of 
community. Since our worship 
service is bilingual and we are a 
bicultural couple, both of us can 
understand, in our own language 
everything that is going on. 
Worship is more complete and we 
feel like this allows us to connect 
with God in really meaningful 
ways. This also allows us to get to 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hispanic Ministries of 
PazNaz is a community of 

intercultural, 
intergenerational and 

bilingual Christ-followers 
who are invited to connect, 
grow, and serve in Christ. 
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This is our journey, but God’s story, 
and I am so glad that he is a gracious 
writer. Cindy was a young, single mom 
to a child with autism. She dated, but 
nothing worked out. She accepted the 
fact that she was not going to meet 
anyone. As for me, I had just moved 
back to Los Angeles after living in 
New York City for the better part of 
five years. I was single and, at 38-years
-old, was resigned to the fact that if I 
were to meet someone now, she’d 
probably have both a teenager and a 
crazy ex. I was not hopeful.  

God took two different individuals 
with different backgrounds, issues, 
and lives, and had them meet on 
August 20, 2007. That was the first 
day of work for teachers in LAUSD. It 
was a training session. Cindy, due to 
her experiences and trials with 
Nathan, ditched any plans to become 
a doctor and instead chose to 
become a preschool-special 
education teacher. I, nearly destitute 
from five years of acting, took my 
friend’s job offer to become a 
preschool-special education teacher 
again (prior to becoming an actor, I 
was a special education teacher for 
six years). I had the advantage of 
being one of the few male teachers 
that day, and Cindy had the 
advantage of … well, she was cute. 

As it so happened, or perhaps God 
planned it that way, that year (and 
subsequent years) we shared the 
same assistant principal, despite the 
fact that we worked at two different 
locations. The assistant principal, who 
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he looked good. Had it not been for 
us going to the hospital that night, 
Brian could have been born earlier – 
three weeks earlier. To quote the 
doctor that examined Cindy that 
fateful night, “Everyday that he stays 
inside counts.” Those three additional 
weeks were precious - quite possibly 
the three most impactful weeks of our 
lives, to date. 

God was not done. The day after 
Brian was born, I went to visit my 
mom in the hospital, right before her 
tracheostomy. I showed her a picture 
of Brian, the grandson that she had 
been waiting for her entire life. Her 
condition was not good, maybe even 
grave. However, despite a difficult 
recovery, mom got better. In fact, she 
recovered well enough to throw her 
grandson a banquet. At the 
celebration, people did not even know 
that she was ill. She got to spend time 
with Brian for the next few months. In 
that time, she held him and played 
with him. In addition, she was 
ministered to by Pastor Darwin Ng, 
and was saved. She passed away on 
January 17, nearly a year after Brian 
was born.  

Our journey took us away from 
PazNaz temporarily. Brian had a 
number of medical issues that made 
it difficult for us to bring him 
anywhere. We did, however, try 
returning when he was about one-
year-old, but eventually we stopped 
attending church all together. During 
this time we had our third son, 
Joseph, who is now two-years-old. 
Once Joseph reached 18-months-old, 
we wanted to go back to church, but it 
was difficult getting all three kids 
ready in time to drive all the way to 
Pasadena (we live in Granada Hills).  

We tried attending a few churches 
closer to home, but after trying to 
make things work, we decided that 
we missed PazNaz too much. We 
missed the people, we missed the 
teaching … we missed YR. In 
addition, we knew that PazNaz would 
be able to support all three of our 
children in their Sunday School 
classes. We returned to PazNaz at 
the beginning of 2015, and are so 
happy to be back, continuing God’s 
story and building our faith together 
as a family of five.  

 
- Arthur Kwan 

 

During one of our first visits to 
PazNaz, we saw an announcement 
that a group for single mothers, led by 
Debbie Daniels, was meeting. 
Hesitant at first, Cindy went to the 
function to meet people and get some 
support from other single moms. She 
met some wonderful women that 
night and was invited to one of their 
Sunday School classes, the YR 
class. We visited YR along with a few 
other classes in the following weeks 
to decide on which class was the best 
fit for us. We decided that we already 
felt a connection with the people in 
the YR class and, over the years, the 
people in that class have become our 
family. The class has since 
celebrated many milestones with us. 
They shared the joy of our marriage 
in 2009, and the birth of our son, 
Brian, who is now four-years-old. 
They also shared some of our 
burdens such as Brian being 
diagnosed with Neurofibromatosis 1, 
and prayed with us.  

God continued to work in our lives, 
and time after time used the positive 
and negative events to fulfill his plan 
in our lives. In 2010, at about the 
same time that my mother’s health 
was failing, Cindy became pregnant 
with Brian. On January 2, at 25 
weeks gestation, we were in a car 
accident. We were okay, but as a 
precaution we went to the hospital to 
have Cindy examined. The doctors 
discovered that she was already 
having contractions, and that it was 
probably not due to the accident. 
Cindy was admitted, put on bed rest, 
and given drugs to help stop the 
contractions. At church, Brian’s name 
was included on the prayer board. As 
a result, Brian stayed inside for three 
more weeks. On the night of January 
27, when it was apparent that Brian 
was coming, I called my sister. In that 
conversation, she informed me that 
mom had cancer. Brian was born and 
weighed in at a healthy 3 lbs. 9 ozs., 
a pound more than they had 
expected. The neonatologist said that 

probably thought that she had the 
best preschool-special education 
teacher in Cindy, insisted that I go 
observe, talk to, and learn from 
Cindy. Eventually, I visited Cindy at 
her site. We hit it off and, a few weeks 
later, started dating.  

God had a plan for Cindy, Nathan, 
and me. When we first started dating, 
we were not church-goers. Her 
experience was limited to a few years 
of Catholic school early in her life. As 
for me, I grew up in church, but once I 
entered college, I stopped attending. 
However, Nathan started asking 
Cindy questions about God. She 
thought that it might be a good idea to 
start attending church. At the same 
time, I was feeling the need to go 
back to church as well. Soon after, 
we started looking for a church.  

We visited several churches in the 
Los Angeles area. A friend told us 
about PazNaz and the In His Image 
ministries. During our first visit, we 
were introduced to Julie Keith, the 
Pastor of In His Image. She helped 
us learn about the ministry and made 
us feel welcome, not only within In 
His Image for Nathan, but also in the 
church community. We ended up 
choosing PazNaz for our church 
because of In His Image. Nathan 
enjoyed his days in Sunday School, 
looking forward to seeing his friends 
every week. After a few years, Pastor 
Julie recognized that Nathan was 
ready to be included in the regular 
Children’s church. The wonderful 
volunteers of In His Image supported 
Nathan’s transition to Children’s 
church. Nathan is now in high school 
and, although he does not require 
direct support from In His Image 
volunteers anymore, Pastor Julie still 
supports him by asking how he is 
doing and assisting us in helping 
Nathan feel comfortable with the 
people around him.  

With Nathan happy in our new 
church home, we were able to 
comfortably focus on finding a 
Sunday School class for ourselves. 

A friend told us about PazNaz and the In His Image 

ministries. During our first visit, we were 

introduced to Julie Keith, the Pastor of In His 

Image. She helped us learn about the ministry and 

made us feel welcome, not only within In His Image 

for Nathan, but also in the church community. 




