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Welcome to Transformed Under the Pepper Tree. In this monthly magazine, you will 
read stories of how God is changing people’s lives at PazNaz, transforming them 
into the image of Jesus Christ by the power of his Spirit! 
 
You might be asking, “Where can I find information about a specific PazNaz 
event?” Some information about specific events on campus is found within these 
pages, but each month Transformed is focused on relating stories about what 
PazNaz is really all about. Rather than programs or events, there are stories about 
changed lives, stories about people coming in contact with the Savior, and people 
exploring what it means to become a follower of him. It is exciting to hear what 
God is doing in the lives of people! 

 
Years ago, Pastor Earl Lee and a group of staff members gathered around a pepper tree located 
on the northern-most point of what was to become the site for First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadena. They dreamed and prayed that God would provide a place where more people could 
find power for living through Jesus. What began then has been going on for over thirty years as 
men and women, boys and girls have come into relationship with Christ in significant ways under 
the shade of that old pepper tree. The mission of the church hasn’t changed. May it continue to 
flourish as people experience the transforming power of Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

B. Scott Anderson 
Executive Pastor 
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The sun was just beginning to rise 
as the Love Walk and Roll committee 
arrived on the PazNaz campus to set 
up for the day’s events. This was the 
first year the event was held on 
campus. Months of prayer, planning, 
and preparation had come down to 
only a few hours before volunteers, 
families, and friends of PazNaz’s 
Special Needs Ministries, In His 
Image, would arrive. 

Even at that early hour, the energy and enthusiasm 
of those assembling was contagious. Members of 
PazNaz’s Men’s Ministries were busy setting up the 
Weaving Wonders station. You could see from all of 
the time spent and number of individuals involved that 
this station was going to be incredible. Other 
committee members were busy putting out other 
various stations, making sure signs were placed and 
that the gates were locked securely to ensure that no 
one could drive into the lower parking lot and into the 
route of the walkers and rollers. 

Long time PazNaz members, Dave and Sandy 
Reaume, were busy assembling the last stages of an 
amazing balloon arch as the Love Walk and Roll banner 
was hung at the starting line of the walk. A seating area 
had been set up by the PazNaz facilities team under 
much needed canopies on this day of record-setting 
temperatures. 

From left to right: Keith Teramae, Pastor Scott Daniels, Joel Goodwin, Debbie Daniels, Melanie Martinez, and Caleb Daniels 

 



The unseasonably hot weather 
might have been a detriment for the 
volunteers and participants who had 
signed up. As the morning turned 
into mid-morning, more volunteers 
began to show up and take their 
assigned positions. There were also 
some last minute volunteers who 
showed up and asked to be 
assigned to any area they were 
needed. Finally, the time for 
participants to arrive was at hand.  

The registration line was busy as 
participants checked in and turned 
in their sponsor forms and funds 
raised. It was great to see so many 
friends and families who are a 
regular part of PazNaz’s Special 
Needs Ministries come to walk and 
roll. PazNaz’s Adult Sunday School 
classes also stepped up and 
sponsored class members to walk. 
The stories of individuals who went 
outside of their comfort zone to ask 
high school classmates, co-workers, 
and family members were amazing 
and encouraging. 

Sophie Daniels, Hannah Vitko, 
and another member of the 
Pasadena Christian School cheer 
squad started the walk off with a 
rousing cheer. Then the walkers 
and rollers were off! With the 
lowering of a checkered flag the 
first group began the walk headed 
for the Crazy Car Wash. Since 
there were several stations to 
navigate along the route, the 
participants were sent in small 
groups. They traveled through the 
Crazy Car Wash, sponsored by 
PazNaz Kids, then went around the 
corner of the parking lot to the 
Bubble Blast, sponsored by 
PazNaz’s Early Childhood 
Ministries, where cheerful 
volunteers blew bubbles.  

As the route curved into the 
lowest part of the lower parking lot, 
PazNaz’s Women’s Ministries 
engaged in a Beach Ball Brigade. 
Watch out, or a beach ball could 
bounce right off of you! Then came 
the Weaving Wonders. It was truly 
a highlight for everyone who 
participated in the event. As the 
participants went through this 
maze of boxes that were designed 
to look like a construction zone, a 
team of boys and men created an 
experience of amazement and 
wonder.   

Since it was one of the hottest 
days of the year, the participants 
were thankful to pass next through 
some refreshing misters on the way 
to the How Slow Can you Go 
station. This area, sponsored by the 
Worship and Celebration Arts 
Ministries, had volunteers hold up 
signs to direct the pace at which the 
participants were to walk or roll 
through the station. Young Adult 
Ministries stepped up for the Shhhh 
station, which was nearly 
impossible since everyone was 
having such a great time. PazNaz’s 
Student Ministries led the refreshing 
Squirt Gun Squadron. And not to be 
outdone, PazNaz’s Hispanic 
Ministries led the Silly Stroll and 
Roll, which featured some pretty 
silly strollers.  

Overall, it was a wonderful day of 
community and connection. The 
majority of those who came out 
stayed for a hot dog lunch and door 
prizes. Blanca Siebels shared her 
heart with the group and how In His 
Image has had an impact on her 
own family. The Siebels were one 
of three families who helped launch 
this ministry over ten years ago 
when their son, James, was 
diagnosed with autism. Her 
testimony of all that God has done 
in and through PazNaz brought 
tears to the eyes of many. Their 
story is a story of transformation, 
not just for their family, but for the 
church community of PazNaz. 

This kind of transformation takes 
time. It is the transformation of a 
church community that, over ten 
years ago, said “yes” to three 
families. That yes has extended to 
over fifty families. PazNaz has said 
yes to a fully accessible 
playground. Yes, to a sensory 
room. Yes, to the need to change 
how ministries are run, volunteers 
are trained, and even to the 
occasional interruptions during 
worship services. Yes, to creativity 
to include all people no matter who 

they are and the brokenness of 
their lives. Yes, to taking time in 
their classes and ministries to let 
special needs families share their 
own journey. Yes, to coming 
alongside these families to pray for, 
encourage, and help them to find 
their own place at the table. Yes, to 
seeing how becoming a place for all 
is living into the Kingdom of God 
and participating in his story. 

In case you missed it, the Love 
Walk on Roll on October 4 was a 
transformational event. On the 
surface it might have just looked 
like a fun time on a very hot day, 
but underneath was the coming 
together of a church community to 
say, “You are loved,” “You are 
welcomed,” and “You are a part of 
the PazNaz community.”  

Thank you to the over 100 
volunteers who came and served 
and shared the love of Jesus with 
the 134 walkers and rollers who 
raised funds and participated in an 
intergenerational community event. 
Thank you, Jesus, for the over 
$15,000 that was raised to help 
send special needs families to 
family retreat as well as other 
important opportunities of 
connection. Thank you, PazNaz 
community, for allowing Jesus to 
transform you to be a place where 
all are welcomed.  

 
- Pastor Julie Keith 
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Blanca Siebels shared her heart with the group and how In His 
Image has had an impact on her own family. The Siebels were 
one of three families who helped to start this ministry over ten 
years ago when their son, James, was diagnosed with autism ... 
Their story is a story of transformation, not just for their 
family, but for the church community of PazNaz. 
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The Story of Brother Yi-Feng Yang 
I was overjoyed when brother Yifeng Yang was baptized on Septmeber 28 

at PazNaz. Brother Yang came to the States from Zhejiang Province of 
China one year ago and was introduced to PazNaz in early May when he 
became one of our new English as a Second Language (ESL) students. 
Studying English was the initial purpose for his visit to PazNaz, but the Lord 
had another plan for him. At PazNaz he improved his English and, more 
importantly, experienced the love of God and enjoyed the fellowship with his 
new Christian friends. One day brother Yang told me that he realized 
Christians were good people and that he would like to become a Christian. I 
knew then that the Lord was working in his heart, so I paid a visit to him one 
day in May at his apartment and shared a booklet on the Four Spiritual 
Principles with him. When I finished, I asked him if he would like to pray and 
tell the Lord that he wanted to commit his life to Jesus Christ. He agreed and 
prayed the prayer right away. I could feel the immense joy he experienced 

while he was praying. Since then, we 
have made arrangements to study the 
Bible together at his apartment and he 
has started to grow in his knowledge of 
the Word of God. My prayer for brother 
Yang is that the Lord will fulfill his 
purpose in brother Yang’s life and use 
him to share the good news of God’s 
Kingdom to his family members, friends, 
and people around him so that more 
people will come to Christ through his 
testimony. The following is Brother 
Yang’s testimony in his own words the 
day of his baptism at PazNaz:      

 

Many years ago, I had a chance to read the Bible story of 
Exodus and was deeply moved by the story. Since that time, 
I have been reading the Bible. I have had a sincere wish to 
become a Christian, a child of God and to learn from the 
teachings in the Bible and be guided by God. But due to the 
fact that there are many restrictions on becoming a 
Christian in China, my wish had not been realized yet.  
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I am Yi-Feng Yang from 
Zhejiang (pronounced “zhay-
jyang”), China. Today, in the 
grace of God and by faith in 
Christ, I am being baptized and 
becoming a child of God in Christ. 
I am grateful to brother Min Xiao 
(pronounced “shee-ow”) for 
leading me to have faith in Christ 
four months ago when I first 
began attending PazNaz. Brother 
Min taught me about the Bible, we 
prayed together, and he helped 
me understand that “for God so 
loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish, 
but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
I know that God lives in my heart 
and is leading me step by step in 
his ways. I am very touched and 
encouraged by the verse, “For 
everyone who asks receives; he 
who seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened to 
him” (Matthew 7:8). I pray and ask 
because I believe in Jesus Christ. 
I am also very encouraged and 
touched by the verse, “Whoever 
acknowledges me before men, I 
will also acknowledge him before 
my Father in heaven. But whoever 
disowns me before men, I will 
disown him before my Father in 
heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33). The 
Bible teaches me that Jesus 
Christ shed his blood and 
cleansed my sin and “Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be 
saved” (Mark 16:16). Today, in 
God’s grace and by faith in Christ, 
I am baptized in Christ. I die to my 
old self and live now in Christ. I 
believe that God will help me to 
become a more honest and more 
upright person every day and live 
the life of a new creation. I am 
grateful to Pastor Darwin for 
baptizing me. I am grateful to our 
Lord that I can be baptized with 
the witness of every brother and 
sister at PazNaz. May God’s glory 
be on each of you! Amen. 

The Story of Brother 
Zhenzhong Ding 

Brother Zhenzhong Ding had a 
pretty tough life before he became 
a Christian. He told me that he 
had become more aware of the 
lack of democracy in China after 
he became an adult. He felt very 
disappointed with both his life and 
the helplessness in finding either a 
hope or a solution for his life. 
Several years ago, when he was 
in China, he had a chance to read 
the story of Exodus. This story of 
how the Lord brought the Israelite 
people out of Egypt moved him 
very much. Since then, he has had 
a heart to learn more about the 
Bible and the faith of Christianity. 
Brother Ding came to PazNaz 
through the Chinese Ministries’ 
ESL program five months ago. 
Apart from studying English at 
PazNaz, he has had the 
opportunity to experience the love 
of God and to become close to his 
new Christian friends. Brother 
Ding has been moved by what he 
has learned and what he has 
experienced at PazNaz which led 
him to submit his life to God and 
become a follower of Christ. I am 
very thankful for the work our Lord 
has done in his life. My prayer for 
him is that the Lord will continue 
to lead brother Ding to grow in 
Christ and use him, the first 
follower of Christ in his whole 
family, to share the Gospel to his 
family members, friends, and 
fellow countrymen both here in the 
States and also in China. When I 
was reading the testimony of 
brother Ding at his baptism 
service at PazNaz, my heart was 
filled with joy and my eyes were 
filled with tears. The following is 
Brother Ding’s testimony in his 
own words: 

I come from China. Many years 
ago, I had a chance to read the 
Bible story of Exodus and was 

deeply moved by the story. Since 
that time, I have been reading the 
Bible. I have had a sincere wish to 
become a Christian, a child of 
God and to learn from the 
teachings in the Bible and be 
guided by God. But due to the fact 
that there are many restrictions on 
becoming a Christian in China, my 
wish had not been realized yet. 
Today, I have come to the free 
and democratic country where I 
can realize my long sought after 
dream of becoming a Christian, a 
child of God. After I came to the 
United States, the brothers and 
sisters at PazNaz have taught me 
a lot and helped me understand 
that “for God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal 
life.” I give thanks and praise to 
the Lord that I am baptized today. 
I die to my old self and live now in 
Christ. May the Lord lead my life, 
give me opportunities to proclaim 
my testimony, and share the 
Gospel in the world. Amen. 

 
- Min Xiao  

Intern for Chinese Ministries  

Many years ago, I had a chance to read the Bible story of 
Exodus and was deeply moved by the story. Since that time, 
I have been reading the Bible. I have had a sincere wish to 
become a Christian, a child of God and to learn from the 
teachings in the Bible and be guided by God. But due to the 
fact that there are many restrictions on becoming a 
Christian in China, my wish had not been realized yet.  
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Handmade Holiday 
A CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE 

Thursday & Friday December 4 & 5 4:00 - 10:00 pm 

Handmade Crafts 
Holiday Gifts 
Festive Foods 

The First Church of the Nazarene of Pasadena 

3700 East Sierra Madre Boulevard | Pasadena, California 91107 

www.paznaz.org | 626.351.9631 

WWW.PAZNAZ.ORG/MINISTRIES/WOMENS-MINISTRIES 

Contact Megan Marsh at 626.351.9631 for more information. 



www.paznaz.org • 9 



 

10 • PazNaz 

 

 



www.paznaz.org • 11 

 

 

My parents felt a call to full-time 
ministry and an opportunity came 
up in the United States to be church 
planters in El Sereno, California. In 
a matter of two months, my parents 
gave all of our material possessions 
away and packed our life into six 
suitcases. We arrived at our new 
home and my brother and I started 
school. We were placed a year 
behind academically due to our 
English language skill levels. In 
Guatemala we had always been at 
the top of our classes, a direct 
correlation to the fact that my mom 
was a teacher and always placed 
education as a priority. Still, I was 
bumped to a lower grade despite 
being above average in 
mathematics and science. I learned 
that everyone assumed that I was 
from Mexico, yet no one understood 
my Spanish. For six months, I 
studied until late at night and was 
able to pass my ESL test right 
before we moved to plant another 
church. God was mean. 

After El Sereno, we moved to 
Corona, then to Temecula. My 
parents had a new vision for church 
planting. They felt a call to open 
Spanish speaking churches in 
already existing English 
congregations, and I became the 
official translator. There were 
always complaints, and I was the 
one that got an earful from both 
sides. I started to dread Sundays. 
Language became very important; 
tone, connotation, word choice, and 
who said it made all the difference. 
God was confusing. 

I graduated from Chaparral High 
School and went to Point Loma 
Nazarene University to pursue a BA 
in Social Work. Through my time at 
PLNU I realized how small I had 
made God. God is bigger than 
culture and language. I got involved 
in youth ministry, social justice, and 
immigration, and became 
passionate about building bridges in 
the Body of Christ. I was able to 
study abroad and research the 
cultural values and stereotypes 
between the US and Spain. During 
that time a lot of things shifted into 
place. I understood the historical 
background to the colonization of 
Latin America and why the God I 
grew up with was so different than 
the God I was learning about in 

school. I came to terms with the 
fact that our social location affects 
the way we see God and the 
church, and it was at that time that 
I was able to start an actual 
dialogue with God. I expressed my 
anger, frustration, and sadness. 
Once I was able to engage in 
prayer and learn different spiritual 
disciplines, I was able to connect 
with God in a new and fresh way. I 
didn't feel the pressure to fit into 
anyone’s expectations or live up to 
anyone’s standards. I experienced 
a true freedom in Christ. God set 
me free.  

Upon graduation I became a bi-
vocational youth pastor and social 
worker in the north county of San 
Diego. I quickly realized that, 
although I loved social work, there 
was nothing more life-giving than 
journeying with my youth group 
students. I have always avoided 
my call to ministry. Having grown 
up in a pastoral family, I saw the 
beauty but also the complexities of 
ministry. I had not been willing to 
enter into that life.  

I grew up in the Church of the 
Nazarene and am the third 
generation in my family to respond 
to God's call to ministry. My 
grandparents were the Abraham 
generation; they received the call 
and witnessed many miracles. They 
shared the stories that compel us to 
stand in awe of the power of God. 
My parents were the Isaac 
generation, the promised 
generation, where God’s miracles 
were evidence for them to continue 
on the journey. The deep gratitude 
they felt for the miracles they 
experienced beckoned them to be 
faithful to the call.  

I am much like Jacob, I have 
wrestled with God and continue to 
wrestle with God. I understand the 
journey my grandparents went 
through. I have heard their stories, 
but I did not witness the miracles. I 
am the aftermath. This aftermath 
has left me wrestling with God, but 

this wrestling also calls me to a 
faithful pursuit of discipleship.  

Since I have moved to Pasadena 
to pursue my masters degree, I 
have been involved in the Hispanic 
Ministries at PazNaz. It has been a 
place where hospitality is 
intentionally practiced. I was 
welcomed with open arms and 
have been very blessed to be able 
to gather with "mi familia" every 
Sunday. The Hispanic Ministries at 
PazNaz are unlike any other 
Spanish ministry I have ever been 
a part of. The focus is to grow in 
Christ together and not to exalt one 
culture over the other. There is a 
deep call to journey with one 
another. It is a group of people who 
are genuine, loving, and intentional, 
but also people who know how to 
throw the best potluck dinners you 
have ever seen. I look forward to 
Sundays now; in fact, I would dare 
to say that it is my favorite day of 
the week. Once, I had to choose 
which language to worship in; now, 
I get to worship in both of my heart 
languages: English and Spanish. I 
can read my Bible in both, hear the 
message in both, and worship 
through song in both. What a gift!  

I am so thankful to those who 
have encouraged me and have 
called out my giftings for ministry. I 
am now at Fuller Theological 
Seminary as the next faithful step 
in my journey. I pray that I may be 
an instrument for God to be the 
agent of reconciliation in this world. 
God is now my companion. 

 
- Jennifer Guerra  




