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Welcome to Transformed Under the Pepper Tree. In this monthly magazine, you will 
read stories of how God is changing people’s lives at PazNaz, transforming them 
into the image of Jesus Christ by the power of his Spirit! 
 
You might be asking, “Where can I find information about a specific PazNaz 
event?” Some information about specific events on campus is found within these 
pages, but each month Transformed is focused on relating stories about what 
PazNaz is really all about. Rather than programs or events, there are stories about 
changed lives, stories about people coming in contact with the Savior, and people 
exploring what it means to become a follower of him. It is exciting to hear what 
God is doing in the lives of people! 

 
Years ago, Pastor Earl Lee and a group of staff members gathered around a pepper tree located 
on the northern-most point of what was to become the site for First Church of the Nazarene of 
Pasadena. They dreamed and prayed that God would provide a place where more people could 
find power for living through Jesus. What began then has been going on for over thirty years as 
men and women, boys and girls have come into relationship with Christ in significant ways under 
the shade of that old pepper tree. The mission of the church hasn’t changed. May it continue to 
flourish as people experience the transforming power of Christ. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

B. Scott Anderson 
Executive Pastor 
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I was born in Hainan, China, and lived there until I came to the United States 
in 2001. At school we received an atheistic education and were taught the 
theory of evolution, but I believed in myself. My family consists of myself and 
my younger brother and sister. Our mother passed away when I was 15 years 
old after battling a sickness for three years. During that time, my mother went 
to see all of the local doctors, but none of them were able to help her. Out of 
options, we ended up following the common practice of consulting the local 
monks and taking their advice. My aunt, being a strong Buddhist, arranged all 
of these meetings. During those years I frequently went with my aunt to the 
local temples to pray for my mom and burn incense. Although my mom’s 
situation did not get better, I became a strong Buddhist while attending the 
services at the temples on a regular basis. Even after moving to the United 
States, I continued to visit Buddhist temples regularly.  

  
My Faith Journey: 

My faith journey started after I met a Chinese pastor at a local adult school 
for learning English. After we became friends, she introduced me to Jesus 
Christ. I started to go to her church on Sundays, but also would still visit the 
local temples. Two experiences made me rethink my faith. In the Christian 
church, brothers and sisters in Christ always prayed for those who were sick 

and offered to help them. This 
shocked me as I recounted my 
experience of paying the monks for 
their service to my mother. These 
payments became a huge financial 
burden to my family. Another 
experience was at one local temple. 
One day, when I was attending a 
service, I learned that the monks 
arrange the positions of the 
memorial tablets by how much that 
person gave in offerings to the 
temple during their lifetime. 
Therefore, the rich enjoy the 
superior ranks for their memorial 
tablets after they pass away while 
the poor can only have the inferior 
ranks. I was shocked and 
disappointed by this fact.  

In addition to these experiences, 



 

 

4 • PazNaz 

an event in Dallas, Texas in 2005 
helped me make up my mind to 
become a believer. One night, while 
driving on the highway, I got lost 
with nobody around and no cell 
phone at hand. I became very 
scared in the darkness. I thought of 
Jesus and started to pray to him for 
help. Just as I finished praying, I 
saw a police car not far ahead and 
was able to get help from him. In 
Dallas, I had a business partner, a 
strong believer. I bought goods from 
her and then resold them. At that 
time, I was new to the business. 
One day, things didn’t go well and I 
had a loss in my business, but my 
partner told me that she would 
cover the whole loss for me. I was 
shocked again. After returning from 
Dallas, I was baptized in our church, 
became a believer, and continued to 
enjoy the blessings from the Lord.  

My son was a basketball player at 
his high school. One day, while 
playing at school, he bumped his 
head against another player causing 
his head to bleed seriously. A 
parent called to tell me what 
happened, but when I got to his 
school his head was not bleeding. I 
took my son to hospital and he 
received nine stitches. Later, my 
son told me that after he hurt 
himself and saw all the blood, he 
was horrified. He started to pray to 
Jesus. While he was praying, the 
bleeding stopped. My son’s 
testimony has truly strengthened my 
faith in Christ.  

  
Peace In My Life: 

My life experience was difficult in 
China. After my mother got sick, I 
took on the responsibility of taking 
care of my younger siblings and 
also the burden of doing the house 
work. When my mother passed 
away, I had to leave school and 
started to work full-time to support 
our family. Since I was under 
constant pressure and in a 
desperate situation, I went to the 
local temple for help. My depression 
soon became so severe that I often 
felt headaches and could hardly go 
to sleep. Now, the pressure of life in 
the United States is actually heavier 
than that in China, but I am able to 
enjoy the peace in my heart as I 
always bring my challenges to the 
Lord for his help. In church, I have 

experienced the support of the Body 
of Christ and God’s love from my 
new church family. After I became a 
believer, I have been thirsty for the 
Word of the Lord and studying his 
Word has given me much joy, 
comfort, and strength. This is a 
different experience from what I had 
when I was a Buddhist.    

  
At PazNaz: 

After I became a follower of Jesus 
Christ, I began praying for my sister, 
Michelle’s, salvation. I had testified 
to her about my faith, but she could 
not be convinced. Although she 
attended the services at our church, 
she did not show strong interest. 
One year ago, we were introduced 
to PazNaz’s 8:00 am service in Lee 
Chapel. I came to PazNaz with 
Michelle, praying that she may find 
Jesus in this church. To my joy, 
Michelle liked the morning service. 
She told me that the service and the 
church were peaceful, and that the 
people here were very friendly. 
Shortly after this, we learned that 
PazNaz had a Mandarin Sunday 
School class at 9:15 am. Since 
joining the group, we have enjoyed 
the friendships and discussions. 
Michelle really loves PazNaz and 
the Mandarin Sunday school and 
her love for Christ has been 
growing. In the group, Michelle was 
encouraged to commit her life to 
Christ and receive baptism during 
the 2015 Christmas season. Praise 
to the Lord, Michelle, after 
struggling for a couple of years, 
committed her life to Jesus Christ 
and testified to the congregation at 
the baptism service. On the baptism 
day, Michelle’s friends came and 
were encouraged by her testimony.  

My original plan was to return to 
my previous church after spending 
some time together with Michelle at 
PazNaz. During my time here, I 
gradually learned about the need for 
starting a Mandarin fellowship at 

PazNaz. I shared with my previous 
church about this need and received 
their encouragement to support the 
Mandarin service at PazNaz.  

At PazNaz, I was very impressed 
by In His Image’s Special Needs 
Ministries. I have been involved in 
helping children with special needs 
before so  I understood how 
challenging the work is. The burden 
many families with special needs 
children feel can be discouraging 
and cause them to lose the joy in 
their lives. But here at PazNaz, I 
have seen the love and 
encouragement that people with 
special needs and their families 
have received. Praise to the Lord for 
the Special Needs Ministries at 
PazNaz. I am so thankful to the 
Lord for his leading me and Michelle 
to PazNaz! 

 
- Rita Wu 

 
 

我为什么信主？ 

吴红  

 

我出生在中国海南，2001年来到美

国。在学校读书时接受无神论和进化

论的教育，然而在现实生活中我只相

信我自己。家里我有一个弟弟和妹

妹。我母亲曾生病在家三年，在我15

岁时母亲过世。在我母亲患病的三年

里，我们看遍了当地的医生，但她的

病情没有得到好转。我们当时没有别

的办法，按当地的习俗去找寺庙的和

尚，希望他们能帮我母亲的病情好

转。我姨是个虔诚的佛教徒，她负责

联系寺庙的事。在我母亲患病的这三

年，我常和我姨去寺庙我为母亲烧香

拜佛，祈祷她的病情好转。虽然我母

亲的病一直没有好转，我却成了一个

 

My original plan was to return to my previous church 

after spending some time together with Michelle at 

PazNaz. During my time here, I gradually learned 

about the need for starting a Mandarin Fellowship at 

PazNaz. I shared with my previous church about this 

need and received their encouragement to support 

the Mandarin service at PazNaz.  
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My original plan was to return to my previous church 

about the need for starting a Mandarin Fellowship at 

PazNaz. I shared with my previous church about this 

佛教徒并常常去寺庙烧香拜佛；来美

国后我依然常去这里的寺庙。 

  

我信仰的旅程： 

来美不久，在成人学校学英语时，我

认识了一个华语牧师，由此开始了自

己信仰的旅程。我和那个牧师成朋友

后,她传福音给我，我开始每周日去

她的教会，与此同时我仍然常去寺

庙。我在教会和寺庙的两次经历让我

开始反思自己的信仰。在教会，我看

到教会的牧师和兄弟姊妹常常为那些

生病的会众祷告并提供帮助。这让我

想到母亲生病时，我们常花钱请和尚

来我们家为母亲做法事；这笔开销成

为我们家的一个很大的经济负担。在

这里的寺庙里，我经历到另一件事。

一天，我了解到寺庙根据每个人奉献

款的多少来排他们的牌位。这样，有

钱人可以把他们的牌位放在最前面，

而穷人的牌位只能排在后面；我对此

非常失望。除这些事以外，我在达拉

斯的经历让我最后决志成为了一名基

督徒。一天晚上我在达拉斯的121高

速公路上开车迷了路，当时天很黑周

围空无一人，我的手机又没有在身

边，我很害怕。我想到耶稣便开始祷

告向耶稣求帮助。在我刚结束祷告，

我便在停车路标前看到了一辆警车，

从这个经历中我感受到了神的信实。

我在达拉斯做生意时，我的生意伙伴

是一个虔诚的基督徒。我从她那里进

货，再把货物卖出去；那时我刚刚开

始做生意。一天我的生意出现了亏

损，我的生意伙伴叫我不要担心，她

说她帮我承担亏损的部分。我很震惊

一个基督徒会如此慷慨。从达拉斯回

来后，我便决志信主并在我们教会受

了洗。神一直在他丰盛的恩典中带领

我和家人。我儿子在他的高中篮球队

打篮球，一天他在学校打球时他和其

他球员发生了碰撞，头部的伤口流血

不止。一个家长打电话给我讲了我儿

子的情况；但我赶到学校看到儿子

时，他的头部的血已经止住了。我带

他到医院，他头部伤口缝了九针。后

来儿子跟我讲了他的经历：在他头部

受伤后，伤口流血不止，他当时很害

怕。他向神祷告，求神能够把头部伤

口的血止住。在他祷告时，他头部伤

口的流血自动止住了。我儿子的见证

坚固了我在基督里的信心。 

  

我生命中的平安： 

我以前的生活经历非常坎坷。我12岁

时母亲生病，从那时起我开始负责照

顾弟弟妹妹，并开始做家务事分担父

亲的压力。15岁时母亲过世，我只能

退学开始工作在经济上来帮助家里。

处在有压力的环境下，我常去当地寺

庙寻求帮助。后来我的压力越来越

大，我常常感到头痛，并很难入睡。

现在我在美国的生活压力大过在中国

的时候，但我却可以享受到我内心的

平安。我常常将自己在生活和工作中

所遇到的挑战带到耶稣的面前，寻求

他的帮助和带领。在教会的生活中，

我深切感受到兄弟姊妹彼此的帮助和

教会大家庭的爱。在我信主后，因主

的恩典我非常渴慕神的话；学习神的

话语给我的生命带来许多喜乐、平安

和力量。这与我还是佛教徒时的经历

非常不同。 

  

在PazNaz教会： 

在我信主后，我一直在为我的妹妹吴

惠霞祷告，把我信仰的见证讲给她

听，希望她信主得救。她来我们教会

聚会，但对此没有表现出多大兴趣。

一年前，我们经朋友介绍来PazNaz

教会参加周日早上八点的敬拜。我和

吴惠霞一起来到PazNaz教会，我心

里祷告希望她能在这里遇见耶稣。让

我高兴的是，吴惠霞很喜欢早上的敬

拜，她告诉我她感受到教会敬拜的甜

美和教会的兄弟姊妹的友善。不久，

我们了解到PazNaz教会周日9:15有

华语主日学。从我们第一次加入到这

个主日学小组以来，我们很享受小组

的团契和大家一起的分享；因主的恩

典，吴惠霞对基督的爱也在与日俱

增。在主日学小组，大家鼓励吴惠霞

把她的生命交给基督，并鼓励她在

2015年圣诞节期间受洗。赞美主，

在经历数年信仰的徘徊后，吴惠霞把

自己交托给主，并在教会会众的见证

中受洗成为基督徒。在受洗当天，吴

惠霞的很多朋友来到教会，他们从吴

惠霞的见证中受到许多鼓舞。我最初

的计划是在与吴惠霞一起在PazNaz

教会聚会一段时间后回到自己的母教

会。但在我来PazaNaz教会的这段时

间，我渐渐了解到PazNaz教会需要

开始建立一个华语事工。我和我的母

教会分享了这方面的情况，他们鼓励

我支持PazNaz教会的华语事工。在

PazNaz，我对于教会开展的服务特

殊需求人士的这项事工感触很深。我

之前有帮助过特殊需求人群的经历。

我理解这项工作的挑战性和重要性。

许多有特殊需求成员的家庭背负了很

多重担，许多甚至因此失去了生活中

的喜乐。但在PazaNaz教会，我看到

有特殊需求成员和他们的家庭在这里

得到许多鼓励和爱。赞美主，

PazNaz教会在主的恩典里有这么美

好的事工！赞美主，他将我和吴惠霞

带到PazNaz教会！ 
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uring the height of Spring testing at Gladstone Elementary, I 
received a text from Pastor Joe Halbert which read, "Give me a call 
when you get the chance.” I immediately wondered to myself with 

a certain amount of dread which one of my teens from the youth 
ministry had done something bad enough to deserve a call from the 
pastor. So, in between administering benchmarks, I called him and said, 
"Hey Joe, what's up?" Pastor then shared with me that there would be 
an opportunity to lead and serve at Central Park in Pasadena. I quickly 
wanted to bury the idea by telling him I had never spoken to a group 
that size and that I had only given mini-sermons to 6th-12th graders on 
Tuesday nights over the last three years. However, I felt the Spirit 
nudging me to reply, "Yeah, absolutely. I'm in." At that point I really had 
no idea what a life-shaping experience that morning was going to be. 
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After getting to Pasadena, I 
quickly remembered one rule 
about the LA area that a kid from 
Rancho Cucamonga easily 
forgets: parking is always an 
ordeal. A few laps around the park 
later, I figured out that the metered 
parking spots each had a small 
sign that indicated that they 
weren’t enforced until after 11:00 
am. I was in the clear. A few 
moments later, vans and trucks 
pulled up with a crew to unload 
tables, chairs, and the sound setup 
alongside several faithful 
homeless attendees who diligently 
set everything up in almost no time 
at all. I began to talk with many of 
the people there and to hear their 
stories when I was told, "Pastor, 
we're ready for you." I almost 
looked over my shoulder to see 
who they were looking for and if he 
would be exciting, but then I 
remembered, "They're talking to 
me!"  

I shared a very familiar passage 
of scripture from Christ's Sermon 
on the Mount, the reassuring 
verses of God's love letter which 
remind us that if the Lord takes 
care of animals and birds, that he 
will provide for us all the more. I 
tied it all in with a story about how 
my puggle, Max, had recently run 
away. Despite being "homeless" 
in his own way, I took comfort that 
people would love him and help 
meet his needs.  

Part of faith is believing that God 
will send the right people at the 
right time into each of our lives. I 
know he has in mine. I don't 
remember exactly what all I said, 
but people laughed and 
applauded. Praise God that it 
wasn't a complete disaster. In 
fact, people asked me when I 
would come again! After everyone 
had eaten, I visited with some 
more folks and prayed for some 
people. "Thank you, Father" one 
man said. Before I could look 

down and see if my clothes had 
transformed, another said, "Yes, 
thank you Pastor." And I realized 
what we should probably all 
remember that, it's not about the 
title. It's about loving and leading. 

I got in the car to head back to 
the Valley Center campus, 
jumped on the freeway and began 
to cry. I was just so touched by 
the experience, the appreciation, 
the opportunity to bless. I couldn't 
wait until Tuesday night to share 
with the teens and anyone else 
willing to listen to what turned out 
to be an incredible day! 

 Over the course of the next 
year, many others from the 
community around the Valley 
Center Campus have come to 
serve at Church in the Park. 
Youth leaders, students, parents, 
friends, and family have had the 
opportunity to bless and be 
blessed through serving those in 
need. "It was an amazing 
experience. I loved getting to give 
what I get every day. It's an 
experience that everyone should 
get to have," recalls Jessica Hine 
(high school student), as she 
reflected back to her first of many 
Sundays of service to those in 
need. Jessica, her mom, Michele, 
and her sister, Courtney, serve as 
often as they can. Michele says, "I 
am so blessed to have experienced 
this special time to feed those less 
fortunate. The appreciation that 
the people showed was so sincere 
that it just confirmed to me that I 
was where I was meant to be. I 
will continue serving in the park 
and fellowshipping for many years 
to come."  

One of the youth ministries’ 
leaders at Valley Center, Sherry 
Johari, contemplates the course 
of her life and her incredible 
journey. "Growing up feeling lost, 
and alone, and unloved, I became 
whole again by Jesus coming to 
live in my heart. Serving the 

homeless and needy at Church in 
the Park is my contribution and 
reminder that God is love." Sherry 
and her sons, Darius and Cyrus, 
are regular servers on the third 
Sunday of every month.  

Gina Stanley shares, "It has 
been such a blessing to me and 
my girls (Abbie, 13, and Katie, 7) 
to help and serve in a small way, 
but to make such a big difference 
in the community."  

All who have come with our 
group to serve have shared 
positive experiences back at 
church, most admitting their initial 
reluctance was quickly replaced by 
a Spirit-induced boldness. Bill and 
his team do a wonderful job each 
week by making sure everything is 
prepared in advance and by 
coordinating a lot of volunteers to 
buy, prepare, and serve. 

 I am grateful to God for these 
powerful interactions and 
opportunities for reflection. I am 
grateful for the spiritual gifts he 
has given us and for the calling on 
our lives but, most of all, I’m 
thankful for the chance to shine a 
little light into an otherwise dark 
place. It is by these experiences 
that Valley Center’s youth 
ministries has been transformed 
and, because of that, the church 
will never be the same. We owe 
this and infinitely more to our 
faithful God who loves us all, 
wherever we are on this journey 
as we live life together.  

 
- Scott Farris 



8 • PazNaz 



www.paznaz.org • 9 



 

10 • PazNaz 

 

 

If we are truly honest with ourselves, I think 
many of us walk through most of our lives 
wearing masks. Societal pressures, fear of 
judgment and rejection, or simple tradition are 
just a few of the things that convince us not to 
reveal too much of ourselves. Unfortunately, the 
church is not immune to this problem. In fact, for 
many, the church is absolutely not a safe place to 
shed one’s mask. But of all the places we walk 
through, shouldn’t the church be a place where 
we can be transparent and vulnerable with one 
another - a place where we can lovingly stand by 
one another through trials, lift one another up in 
prayer, and offer grace and support? 

My family is not known for being 
vulnerable. In fact, we have a 
hard time talking about our 
feelings. Our love languages are 
more along the lines of “acts of 
service” and “quality time.” I grew 
up in a quiet, loving home in a 
suburb west of Portland, Oregon. 
And, while I always felt supported 
by my family, it was often a 
struggle for us to talk about real 
or difficult things.  

I was also raised Catholic. My 
family attended mass every week 
and, even though it was a well-
attended parish and many prayers 
and responses were spoken in 
unison, it was an individual 
experience. Faith was a very 
private matter in my life. 

When I was in high school, I 
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It would still be several years before I felt comfortable 

praying in a group of people. It’s crazy to look back and 

see how far I’ve come. If you would have asked me back 

then to stand up at a Women ’s Ministries gathering to 

pray aloud over a group of Nazarene ladies, forget it. But 

God has brought me to this place over time. 

attended a Protestant service for 
the first time and it was terrifying. 
People had their arms raised in 
the air, others were shouting 
“Amen,” and it was loud. I had 
never seen church like this 
before. I had all these thoughts 
racing through my head, “Why are 
they doing that? Do I have to do 
that? You’re supposed to be quiet 
in church; why are they being so 
loud? This sermon is so long. Is 
someone going to come out and 
ask me a question in front of 
everyone?” I just wanted to curl 
into a little ball and not be seen 
because, in my previous 
experience, people were expected 
to kneel quietly and speak only as 
a whole congregation. And when 
you prayed, you prayed silently. 

Like most students, I began to 
wrestle with my faith. So I 
continued to attend both mass 
and some Protestant services 
throughout high school and 
college. My husband, Jason, and I 
began dating and I started to 
attend a Nazarene church with 
him. During that time, four 
important things happened for me.  

First, I began to experience a 
new kind of preaching that pulled 
from scripture and gave me some 
real things to think about in my 
own personal life. Believe it or 
not, this was new to me.  

Second, I got to experience 
church as community. A church 
family had never really been a 
part of my faith. Talking about 
Jesus in front of others was scary 
to me. But little by little, I began to 
see the value of sharing life with 
others in faith. We went to a 
church family camp and a Sunday 
School class. I was still nervous 
about sharing with other people, 
but I was taking baby steps.  

Third, I found myself being 
embraced by Jason’s family. His 
family was very different from 
mine. They talked about 

everything. Loudly. They talked 
about their thoughts and feelings, 
they argued, they teased, they 
praised. They said “I love you,” 
but they also called each other 
out when they were being 
unreasonable. They admitted 
struggles and mistakes, but they 
also encouraged each other. I 
found it safe and comfortable 
enough to open up and share 
without fear or tears.  

And fourth, my prayer life began 
to really change. I had always 
prayed by myself. Silently. But 
when Jason and I began to get 
serious, we made a practice of 
praying with each other every 
night before we said goodbye or 
goodnight. It was a safe way for 
me to learn to pray with other 
people. And it gave us a strong 
foundation in our relationship. It 
would still be several years before 
I felt comfortable praying in a 
group of people. It’s crazy to look 
back and see how far I’ve come. If 
you would have asked me back 
then to stand up at a Women’s 
Ministries gathering to pray aloud 
over a group of Nazarene ladies, 
forget it. But God has brought me 
to this place over time. 

Jason and I have been attending 
PazNaz for almost five years now. 
It has become our home away 
from home. God has given us 
courage to step out in faith to do 
things we normally would be too 
shy or introverted to do. We 
became involved in ministries 
beyond the Sunday service and 
formed deep relationships with 
other couples by sharing our 
stories with one another. Since 
I’ve been involved in Women’s 
Ministries, I have met remarkable 
women of all ages with whom I 
can now walk through trials 
without wearing my masks. 

PazNaz Women’s Ministries 
ends the fall, winter, and spring 
quarters with an intimate event 

called Testimony & Praise. 
Women gather in Lee Chapel to 
worship together in song and to 
listen to the testimonies of two 
PazNaz women. After the service, 
a reception is held in Gilmore 
Hall. It’s an opportunity for women 
to courageously share their 
stories and connect with other 
women on a deeper level. It’s an 
opportunity to recognize that we 
often share a lot of the same 
struggles and experiences and to 
witness God’s grace, love, and 
faithfulness. It’s an opportunity to 
shed a piece of our masks.  

PazNaz women from all different 
stages of life have shared their 
testimonies over the last couple of 
years. Each woman’s story has 
been powerful and unique, and 
yet somehow familiar. I have seen 
God speaking in and through 
every woman, and each time I 
walk away amazed at the 
greatness of our Lord. 

I strongly encourage all women 
to attend the Testimony and 
Praise events. Upcoming dates 
for 2016 are March 18, June 10, 
and November 18, with each one 
beginning at 7:00 pm. And as with 
all Women’s Ministries events, 
free childcare is provided when 
you RSVP. If at any point you feel 
led to share part of your story with 
the women of PazNaz, please 
contact me at 
mmarsh@paznaz.org.  

May we all begin to find ways to 
share our stories and shed pieces 
of our masks with one another 
and allow God’s Holy Spirit to 
work in and through us. 

 
- Megan Marsh 

Director of Women’s Ministries 



Women’s Ministries: Girlfriend to Girlfriend 
Are you living with the stress of an overwhelmed schedule and aching with the 

sadness of an underwhelmed soul? This spring, join Women’s Ministries as 

they study The Best Yes, by Lysa Terkeurst. Books will be available the first day 

of class. There is a $20 fee for materials. Scholarships are available.   
 

6:30 pm in Gilmore Hall 

Contact Sherry Kefalas - 626.831.7590 

 

Men’s Ministries: Perfectly Imperfect 
This new series is all about people whose true-to-life stories are found in the 

Old Testament. This spring, you will get a glimpse of how God wants to 

transform you from what you are into what you can be. 
 

6:30 pm in Room 246, Reed Hall 

Contact Pastor Joe Halbert - 626.351.2421 

 

God’s Healing for Life’s Losses 
When life's losses invade your world, learn how to face suffering with God. This 

will be a raw and honest study concerning suffering, loss, and grief from a 

Christian perspective. 
 

6:30 pm in Room 247, Reed Hall 

Contact Ginny Pedrotti - 626.446.5009 

 

Restarting 
Restarting is a revolutionary solution-based approach for building joy, receiving 

inner healing, and developing life-giving relationships. Restarting offers hope 

for those that have tried other approaches and still feel hurt, empty, and 

alone. Restart your recovery for the first time! 
 

6:30 pm in Room 249, Reed Hall 

Contact Maria Berbee - 626.319.9288 

 

The Gathering 
An evening of hymns and choruses, prayer requests, testimonies, and a short 

devotion based on the book “The Names of God,” by Ken Hemphill. 
 

6:30 pm in Lee Chapel 

Contact Pastor Darwin Ng - 626.351.2461 

Early Childhood 
Birth-Kindergarten 

Children are invited to discover for themselves that Jesus is at the center of 

God’s great story of salvation—and at the center of their story too, through 

storytelling, play, music, and wonder. 
 

6:30 pm in Arms Hall 

Contact Pastor Faith Romasco - 626.351.2469 

 

PazNaz Kids: C.O.W. 
Join this group in grades 1-5 as they dive into the Bible in innovative and 

interactive ways! Each week PazNaz Kids will explore Bible stories while also 

participating in awesome worship, fun games, and crafts!  
 

6:30 pm in Room 102, Lower Sanctuary 

Contact Pastor Doug Ravasdy - 626.351.2456 

 

Student Ministries 
On Wednesday nights this spring, Student Ministries will be exploring what it 

means to follow Jesus in a complex world. If you are in 6th-12th grade, you are 

invited each week to a safe space to hang out with friends, play fun games, 

engage in worship, and have meaningful conversations about life and faith.  
 

6:30 pm in Meguiar Youth Center 

Contact Pastor Mackenzie Smith - 626.351.2441 

 

Oasis Adult Ministry 
Oasis is a ministry program for special needs teens and adults. Come for a 

time of food, fun, friendship, and learning from the Bible.  
 

6:30 pm in Room 115, Lower Sanctuary 

Contact Pastor Julie Keith - 626.351.2485 

 

Worship and Celebration Arts 
The primary purpose of Worship and Celebration Arts is to lift high the name of 

Jesus and to glorify God through the gifts he has given you. Come lift your 

voice and have fun with a great team in the Celebration Choir on Wednesday 

nights, and with the Sunrise Orchestra on Thursday evenings.  
 

Celebration Choir 

Wednesday at 6:45 pm in Room 101, Sanctuary 
 

Sunrise Orchestra  

Thursday at 7:30 pm in Room 101, Sanctuary 
 

Contact Pastor Alan De Vries - 626.351.2419 

 

Armenian Christian Outreach  
The Armenian Christian Outreach of PazNaz invites you to a time of prayer and 

Bible study on Wednesdays. 
 

Prayer Meeting at 6:30 pm in Room 149B, Reed Hall 

Bible Study at 7:30 pm in Room 146, Reed Hall 
 

Contact Pastor Mano Agulian - 626.351.2471 

Meet Todd & Connie Aebischer 
Wednesday, April 6, at 6:30 pm in Lee Chapel 
 

Kick off the spring session right with a special 

evening with PazNaz’s L.I.N.K.S. Missionaries. 

Todd and Connie were raised in rural 

Southern Oregon where they had been life-

long friends. Missions has been their passion 

and the focus of their hearts since childhood. 

Married in 1988, they had the opportunity to 

participate in a Work and Witness trip to South Africa in 1989, where 

their call to missions was solidified.  
 

In April of 2013, Todd and Connie joined the Asia-Pacific Team as 

Regional Communications Coordinators. They are based out of Manila, 

Philippines and have four grown children.   


