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greetings
February 7, 2017
Dear family & friends,
Welcome to the 2016 Annual Report of the First Church of Christ ~ Bradford!
We are pleased to let you know the many ways that God is at work among us and is
building the life & ministry of this fellowship, now moving into our 335th year. This is
simply stunning!
In this report, you will be reminded of - or discover for the very first time – just how vast
the imprint of the gospel of Jesus Christ is among us and the incredible ways that God is
pouring out His favor on us and through us into the community and world around us.
Each of these reports joyfully communicate what’s happening under our roof and in
OUR FOUR REACHES*
On behalf of this congregation, I would like to express our collected gratitude and
appreciation of each and every person who has contributed to the work of ministry
through your generous time, talent & treasure. As I often say, all of us matter, but none of
us is the point. Jesus is! And He is alive and at work in you. Thank you for making this a
family!
As we move into our 335th year of life & ministry, our focus is not only to be currently
shaped by God into a humble, healthy & biblical fellowship, but also to look toward the
fast-approaching future, which we will pass on to our children & grandchildren.
For such a time as this, our God has called us together, to glorify Him, do one another
good by spreading the joy of Jesus, and to further the unstoppable gospel among us and
into the world. Our doors are always open, and there is always an outlet for your
particular gifts and talents. So come join us…
Come join us as we rest deeply in His finished work, and labor joyfully in the power of
His might!
Warmly,

Danny
Danny Ovalle, Pastor
(* blue underlined text in this report indicates a web link, so go ahead, click on it!)
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THE MEMBERSHIP COVENANT
In the presence of God, angels and men, I do now solemnly avouch the Lord Jehovah, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to be my God, the object of my supreme love and my portion
forever.
I cordially acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ in all his mediatorial offices, as Prophet, Priest
and King, to be my only Savior; and the Holy Ghost to be my only sanctifier, comforter and
guide.
I humbly and cheerfully devote myself to God in the everlasting covenant of his grace,
consecrating all my powers and faculties, with all that I possess, to his service; promising
through the assistance of his Spirit, that I will give diligent attendance on his word and
ordinances, seek the honor and interest of his kingdom, and, henceforth, denying all ungodliness
and every worldly lust, live soberly, righteously and godly in the world.
I also cordially join myself to this church, as a true church of Christ, engaging to
submit to its government and discipline, to strive earnestly for its purity, peace and enlargement,
and to walk with its members in all charity, faithfulness and circumspection.
We, then, the members of this Church, receive you affectionately to our communion,
promising you our prayers, our Christian sympathy and our love; engaging on our part also to
walk with you in all becoming watchfulness, kindness and fidelity; hoping that you and we shall
become more and more conformed to the example of our divine Master, till we come at last to
the perfection of holiness in the kingdom of his glory.
AMEN.
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FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, BRADFORD
10 Church Street
Bradford, Massachusetts 01835

WARRANT
HEAR YE, HEAR YE, HEAR YE
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that the 334th ANNUAL
MEETING of the First Church of Christ, Bradford, is hereby called for
SUNDAY, February 12, 2017 at 11:30 AM, whereby the said members
shall ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING OFFICIAL BUSINESS:
Article I:

To elect a Moderator to preside over all business meetings of the
Church in the coming year.
Article II: To elect Officers of the Church, who will serve until the next
Annual Meeting in 2018.
Article III: To review the report of the Treasurer and to act thereon.
Article IV: To hear the report of the Auditor (if provided) and to act thereon.
Article V: To review all reports of the Committees & Leaders of the
Church that may lawfully come before the meeting & to act thereon.
Article VI: To hear the Ministry Vision for 2017.
Article VII: To act upon any other business that may lawfully come before
said meeting.
ONLY MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH ARE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE ON ISSUES,
ALTHOUGH ALL CONGREGANTS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND. IN
ACCORDANCE WITH OUR BY-LAWS, A QUORUM OF 15% OF THE ACTIVE
MEMBERSHIP OF THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, BRADFORD,
MASSACHUSETTS, OR NINETEEN (19) MEMBERS, ARE REQUIRED TO BE
IN ATTENDANCE TO PASS A VOTE.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED AND WARNED THAT ALL LAWFULLY
ACTED UPON AND DULY VOTED UPON MATTERS SHALL BECOME
BINDING AND SO ADOPTED BY THE CHURCH.
EXECUTED UNDER MY OFFICIAL HAND AND SEAL THIS 1st DAY OF
February, 2017.
SIGNED,
Meredith Germinara
CLERK, FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, BRADFORD
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REPORT OF THE PASTOR
In the year of our Lord 2016, life and ministry for us at the First Church of
Christ~Bradford continues to deepen, expand and grow! From the gospel gaining more &
more territory in our hearts, to those the Lord has brought to us, we are growing ever
stronger in the grace & knowledge of our Treasure, Jesus Christ! God continues to
deepen our awareness of His vision for us to be “Rooted in the Bible, Connected to the
Past, Relevant in the Present and Hopeful for the Future” through our mission of Our
Four Reaches: the DOWNreach, UPreach, INreach and OUTreach.
On the front-burner of our ministry has been the conclusion of our sermon series in
Galatians (winter & spring) and the beginning of a series in Romans that launched in
September, continuing through 2017. In these mighty letters, God reminds us that Jesus
Christ has come to set the captives, like us, free! Here we are discovering the depths of
His amazing, inexhaustible grace is for an exhausted, broken & burned-out world! His
word of law which diagnoses the sinner and His word of gospel that delivers and calls us
saints, has been our spiritual feasting for the past year. This is the reach of God,
downward, as it were, that drives and enlivens all our other reaches!
In 2017 I plan to inaugurate a Pastoral Leadership Consortium for any who are interested
in exploring God’s call to pastoral ministry. This preparation track will provide
opportunities for theological reflection, writing, conversations, prayer and ministry
assignments. Please prayerfully consider if this proposal appeals to you.
As our desperation deepens we continue to rely on our God through corporate, weekly,
personal and online prayer. Our lay prayer ministers are available each Sunday after our
worship service for immediate prayer & encouragement. Please consider how you might
participate and serve our fellowship.
This year several FCCer’s participated in the TGCNE Conference “Faithful” in Boston,
and in the fall of 2017 we will be hosting a local conference in association with other area
churches called Reformation 500: A 5 Sola’s Celebration. This will be a fitting
celebration for the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
Our website continues to be a useful tool for connecting people from around the
community, region, country & globe with the latest FCC happenings, ministry
information & resources. We need help with the next version of our website, soon to be
released in 2017. If you are interested, please see me.
Here at FCC~Bradford, there are a plethora of opportunities through our four reaches to
be deepened and enriched in your spiritual life. Jesus reminded us to seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all other things, the 10,000 other things in
your life, will find their rightful place in Him, who loved you and gave Himself for you!
Respectfully submitted,
Danny Ovalle, Pastor
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REPORT OF THE MODERATOR
Many thanks again to everyone who made it so easy for me to be Moderator this year. It
is an honor and very humbling to be involved in the lives of so many wonderful and
supportive people.
I am very excited to be able to play a small role in journey the Lord has planned for us in
2017 and beyond.
Even though I am sure there will be many challenges ahead of us, the momentum that has
been building over the past few years is positioning us well for whatever the Lord sends
our way.
Thanks again for your unending and gracious support of our wonderful Church family.
May the Lord continue to bless us abundantly and graciously during 2017 and forever.
Respectfully submitted,
Peter Mills, Moderator
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REPORT OF THE MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE 333rd ANNUAL MEETING
THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST – BRADFORD
The 333rd Annual Meeting of the First Church of Christ-Bradford was held on Sunday, February
14, 2016 immediately following morning worship which started at 10:00am. The members were
asked to stand and count off in numerical order to insure that a quorum of 18 members as
designated by our current by-laws was achieved. A quorum being present, the meeting
proceeded.
The Warrant had been read prior to the worship service that morning by Meredith Germinara,
Clerk and was not re-read at the beginning of the Annual Meeting.
Peter Mills, Moderator called the meeting to order. A prayer for our church and the Annual
Meeting was offered by Pastor Danny Ovalle followed by a moment of silence for our dear
member, Glacia E. Kelley who passed away in 2015.
A MOTION was then duly made, and SECONDED, and unanimously VOTED to appoint Peter
Mills as our Moderator for the coming year. The meeting then continued under his direction.
The report of the Treasurer was then reviewed. A MOTION was duly made and SECONDED,
and it was voted unanimously to approve the Treasurer’s report. The report of the Auditor,
Steven R. Esty was accepted with no discussion.
The report of the Nominating Committee was then presented. A MOTION being duly made and
SECONDED, it was voted unanimously to elect all officers and committee members as noted on
the Nominating Report to serve until our next Annual Meeting.
The reports of the committees were then unanimously approved after a MOTION was duly made
and SECONDED. There was no further discussion and the new committees were instructed to
begin their duties.
As there was no further business brought before the group gathered, a MOTION was duly made
and SECONDED, and it was voted unanimously to adjourn the 333rd Annual Meeting of the First
Church of Christ- Bradford.

Respectfully Submitted,
Meredith Germinara, Clerk
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REPORT OF THE CLERK
The Active Membership reported on December 31, 2015 was 116 and we joyfully received into
membership on January 31, 2016 the following 12 persons:
Janet Charette, John Lamond, Marilyn Lewis, Anthony Lucies, Pam Lucies, Gil Malfatti, Laura
Malfatti, Josephine Ovalle, Steven Ovalle, Danny Ovalle (son of Steven Ovalle), Fran Webber,
Lauren Webber.
Removed by Death:
Kenneth O. Killilea
Sark Pashigian

April 24, 1922 - April 8, 2016
January 20, 1923 – May 28, 2016

Inactive Members Removed by Death:
Joseph P. DeMarco
September 30, 1925 – May 3, 2016
Lynne (Tatian) Lynch
September 1, 1951 – July 25, 2016
Inactive members removed from membership role by personal request:
Royce and AnnaMay Crimmin
Active Membership as of December 31, 2016: 126
There was one baptism of a child under 12 reported to the clerk during 2016:
Tristan Conte, son of John and Wendy (Higgins) Conte on December 31, 2016 with Pastor
Charles Clark officiating.
There were no marriages reported to the Clerk in 2016.
Respectfully Submitted,
Meredith Germinara, Clerk
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REPORT OF THE DIACONATE
Marc Johnson and I would like to thank the members of the Diaconate who served in 2016 for
their prayers, service to others, and dedication to the First Church of Christ- Bradford. Without
your love and support, and the love of so many of our congregational family, we would not have
been able to accomplish what we did and begin to initiate some plans for the future.
This past year, we have opened our re-furbished Children’s Room as we are hoping to expand
our children and family ministries. We have re-affirmed our commitment with our pastor, Danny
Ovalle, as we worked together to solidify the over-all Bible-based ministry of the First Church of
Christ.
Again, Marc and I would like to gratefully acknowledge the other members of the Diaconate for
2016: Linda Caruso, Meredith Germinara, Martha Kelleher, Peter Mills, David Monson, Mark
and Ellen Soucy. It has been an honor and privilege to serve as your Senior Deacon and
Deaconess as we all work together, along with the other members and friends of our church
family, to serve our Lord and Savior.
With God’s Love and Guidance, Respectfully submitted,
Susan Bergeron and Marc Johnson
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REPORT OF THE MUSIC TEAM
After the music team presented music in each service throughout the 2014 Advent Season, one of
the main objectives for 2015 was to have the music team do at least one number each service.
2016 went another level by the music team being involved in the regular hymnody throughout
the year, not just the preludes. This resulted via the encouragement and support of Lauren
Webber, and the skills and talents he brings. This has led to intense growth on my part learning
and figuring out how to play the guitar along with the standard hymnal arrangements. We have
been figuring it out ourselves as we go. We believe it is bearing excellent fruit because we are
preserving the traditional hymnody of the church along with bringing new music. We are also
building ourselves a small, non-traditional orchestra of sorts, to play along with the keyboard on
the traditional hymnody. We are hoping that this adds a desirable flavor to our worship.
Other accomplishments through the course of the year of 2016:
• Crafted an ensemble arrangement on the platform to for the singers and musicians.
• Added a monitor system to help musicians/singers hear themselves & each other.
• We did another successful joint music worship service on the Common with the music
team from Byfield. The theme was Water Images in scripture.
• We have expanded our sources of music.
• Lauren Webber has brought us many useful & beautiful arrangements.
• Christmas Cantata with Byfield Parish Church. One of the high points of this concert
was the choral arrangement of “In The First Light” by Lauren Webber.
• We have been given a taste of organ sounds again, compliments of Lauren’s keyboard.
• We have our sound system down to a point where we can move it to the common or to
the gym and provide sound support.
Objectives for 2017:
• Add new singers/musicians to our number as the Lord provides and people are so moved.
• Experiment with positioning the sound system sound board out into the pews to enable
better balancing of the sound that is heard. To conduct this experiment we will need
people volunteer to help run the soundboard.
• Obtain software & hardware to allow us to scan music & edit and transpose it for our use.
• Do more investigation on adding a Sub-Woofer to the house PA system.
• Working on adding music for offertory time.
• Create a body of songs and hymns that we could play as appropriate in the service.
Respectfully submitted,
David Monson
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REPORT OF THE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH TEAM
We had another rewarding year of ministry as we continued to focus on fighting hunger in our
community with expansion into other ministries. Through our budget, proceeds from our Souper Bowl
of Caring and donations from a Food Pantry Fund, along with your generosity we supported the
following ministries.
1. Market Basket Gifts Cards were given to members of our church family who find themselves
needing just a little bit more during holiday times. Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas cards were
given to many individuals and families.
2. Open Hearts Ministries received a donation from the church at Christmas time to help serve those
who come to their Sunday afternoon meal. Nancy and Gerald Jamgochian joined us for the 2016
Souper Bowl and spoke of their ministry.
3. Common Ground Ministries again received a monetary donation the beginning of the year to help
them serve those in the homeless community. In October we collected personal care items and
women’s purses, filling zip-lock bags and the purses with the items collected to be given to those
who visit the café. Director Ron Mills joined us for our 2016 Souper Bowl of Caring to talk
about this ministry.
4. Northeast Veterans Outreach Center is our targeted November ministry. During the month and at
the Christmas Fair we collected non-perishable items for their food pantry. This year we increased
our donation for turkeys from $150 to $200 as their need has increased during the year. Thank
you to Bob Forissoand BarronTenney for picking up all those turkeys and delivering them to the
center. We also sent left over baked goods & apple pies from the Christmas Fair.
5. The Pregnancy Care Center on Main Street is our newest ministry partner. In May we held a very
successful baby shower and at Christmas time purchased and delivered much-needed baby food
and formula.
6. Community Meals (held at the Citizen’s Center, Haverhill) again was served in the Spring and the
Fall. In addition to the $250 donated for the cost of the meal we gather a group of faithful from
the church to serve the meal to the hunger, blessing them with the love of Christ. This is a
wonderful ministry we have taken part in since its beginning more than 25 years ago.
7. Sacred Hearts Food Pantry is the recipient of our monthly food donations as well as many items
received from our Souper Bowl of Caring.
8. Global Mission Nepal is our global mission focus. This year we assisted, supported financially
and prayed for Paul and Amy Miller, as they prepare to move their family to the mission field of
Nepal. This year we gifted them with our budgeted $1200 and an additional $500 at Christmas.
We continued to pray of Paul, Amy and their children that they may soon reach their goal and join
the ministry in Nepal.
9. Our 10th Annual Souper Bowl of Caring was a huge success as we move to Saturday night,
inviting more of the Haverhill community to our campus. We had approximately 20
soups/stews/chowders served to about 100 people, collected an abundance of non-perishable
items for the food pantry and raised $1150 to help fund our various outreach ministry partners.
We thank you all for your continued support and encourage you all to join in participation and prayer for
the OUTreach of the First Church of Christ~Bradford as we moved forward in service.
Respectfully Submitted,
Marilyn Crosby, Chair
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REPORT OF THE CANDY CANE CRAFT FAIR
This year our Annual Candy Cane Christmas Craft Fair, held on Saturday, November 19th,, was a
phenomenal success! We continued our branding of the Fair with the Candy Cane name and theme of
red and white. We again took advantage of advertising, running announcements in local newspapers and
on the Haverhill Cable station. We also sought vendors and advertised the event through many social
media listings and by visiting other area fairs, and had an increased number of vendors.
We welcomed 27 vendors into our midst using 36 spaces in the Hall, Parlor and Library. One good
problem we encountered was that we had to turn away vendors due to lack of space or tables. We again
took pre-registrations, and will need to think about addition space usage going forward as our numbers
grow.
Our church-sponsored venues at the fair were:
• The White Church Café: offering our popular soup and sandwich menu. We received donations
from two area restaurants. The Music Room was made available for our guests to enjoy lunch in
a comfortable atmosphere.
• Santa’s Workshop: was located on the stage, and was a fun, busy stop for the family. Children
had the chance to visit Santa and Mrs. Claus and many enjoyed the amazing interactive train
village.
• White Church Bakery and Sweet Shop: Many enjoyed our Cookie Walk & Bake Table which
offered an array of frozen apple pies for Thanksgiving, cakes, brownies, breads and pumpkin &
homemade fudge along with a plethora of other sweet treats. Unsold items were sent to the
Northeast Veteran’s Outreach Center to share with vets and their families for Thanksgiving.
• The Raffle Table: We received 33 great gift donations to raffle off from local area businesses.
This was very successful & busy area, located in the hallway where visitors passed by on their
way to the Main Hall and vendor other rooms.
Aside from the obvious profit of over $900, our biggest measure of success was seeing our church
family coming together and working to make this a successful fair. We came together, stuck together
and worked together as we shared in the success of the fruits of our labor. Again we received many
comments from vendors and visitors about the warm welcome and joyful atmosphere they were greeted
with at our fair.
I can’t begin to express how thankful I am to all who helped, from the pre-fair building clean up to all
hands on deck when we needed to get decorating and set up done and those who helped with the afterfair clean up. I won’t even attempt to name names for fear of forgetting someone. You all know who
you are, also know how much you have blessed our church and all those who you encountered that day.
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Crosby, Fair Chair
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REPORT OF THE PROPERTY TEAM
During 2016 the Property Committee continued to oversee and coordinate many activities
such as the Bradford Christian Academy facility usage and renovations (funded by them)
as well and many other Fellowship Hall rentals and sanctuary events. Extensive work in
the basement and outside were done to reduce and eliminate water in the basement,
including replacement basement window and repairs to sills.
In addition, we continued to maintain our outside grounds, empty trash, clean bathrooms,
replace light bulbs, repair broken windows, decorate the Sanctuary for special events,
clean up and organize storage areas, set up and break down for various events and many
other day-to-day activities. This past fall we organized a cleanup inside and out for the
Christmas fair and our church. This was a great success with 30 plus helping out. Our
plan going forward is to do a biannual (spring, fall) cleanup. Thanks to all who helped.
We will be meeting in early 2017 to prioritize the numerous projects that continually
need to be undertaken. The list is long but we will continue to focus on renovating the
Church Parlor. Work done by our own folks has saved over ten thousand dollars to FCC.
Coordinating exterior painting and other repair projects, ensuring our interior electrical
lighting and signage is up to code.
Staying within budget will once again be very challenging with such a large facility, but
we will continue to try and keep it as well maintained as possible at the lowest possible
cost.
We would like to give special thanks to not only all the “official” members of our
Property Committee, but also to the many others who stepped in and supported our
numerous projects. All are welcome, as many hands make light work!
Thanks again for all your prayers and support in 2016 and in advance for even more in
2017!
Respectfully Submitted,
Mark Soucy
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING TEAM
2017 OFFICERS AND MINISTRY TEAMS
OFFICERS:
Pastor: Daniel A. Ovalle
Moderator: Peter Mills
Clerk: Meredith Germinara
Treasurer: Linda Cunningham
Asst. Treasurer: Kammy Lanza
Financial Secretary: Linda Caruso
Asst. Financial Secretary: Priscilla Monson
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Pastor: Daniel A. Ovalle
Moderator: Peter Mills
Clerk: Meredith Germinara
Chairpersons of:
Deaconate:
Finance:
Property:
STANDING COMMITTEE
Pastor: Daniel A. Ovalle
Moderator: Peter Mills (Chair)
Clerk: Meredith Germinara
Chairpersons of: (To be voted on at first committee meeting)
Christian Outreach:
Deaconate:
Finance:
Music:
Property:
DEACONATE (9)
Gil Malfatti - Meredith Germinara – Mark Soucy
Joyce LaRosa - Martha Kelleher – Ellen Soucy
David Monson – Susan Bergeron – Fran Webber
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH (6)
Bob Forisso – Elizabeth Mungwazi – Marilyn Crosby
Ellen Soucy – Barron Tenney – Jeannie Tenney
FINANCE (4) (Treasurer & Financial Secretary, Ex Officio)
Linda Cunningham (Treasurer)
Linda Caruso (Financial Secretary)
Kammy Lanza - Priscilla Monson
Scott Higgins – Marilyn Crosby
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2017 OFFICERS AND MINISTRY TEAMS (Continued)
MUSIC (3)
Scott Higgins – Lauren Webber - David Monson
PROPERTY (4)
Mike Lanza – Linda Caruso – Marc Johnson – Mark Soucy

Unofficial Committees not on Standing Committee, By-Laws (Article 9, Section 1.A)
HISTORIANS
Joyce Marzioli - Barron Tenney – Harriet Duffy (consultant)
FLOWERS
Joyce LaRosa – Susan Bergeron
SCHOLARSHIP (2)
Nancy Esty – Meredith Germinara – Peter Mills
BELL-MASTER
Mark Sherar

REPORT OF THE HISTORICAL TEAM
In 2016, in order to further the work of our Lord, our Historical Team focused on the following
projects:
1. Old Bradford Burial Ground (OBBG) – Pastors Flags of 5 pastors placed in Old Bradford
Burial Ground (4) and Dr. Kingsbury in Elmwood Cemetery.
2. OBBG – Held celebration in May regarding OBBG receiving Nation Historic Registry
(NHR) recognition.
3. Judson Display in Church – Presented a computer slide show of FCCB history, including
Judson’s story, for Christmas Fair. It would be nice to have a physical display on site.
Will work toward this in 2017.
4. Transcriptions of Ancient Church Records – Need to buy a voice translator. Continue in
2017.
5. Scan all loose church records in history files – in progress. Continue in 2017.
6. Scanning of Pastors’ files – in progress. The Kingsbury file is very large. Continue in
2107.
7. Donation sent to Congregational Library in Boston, the group that holds our 1682 early
records in a controlled environment facility. Will make another donation in 2017.
8. Put together Day genealogy, past members (1670 to current) of FCCB, for Toni Putnam.
9. Lost a History Team member. Need to replace. Need help with all this stuff.
10. Frame pastor pictures in 2017 and display in Parlor. I guess it will coincide with the
completion of the Parlor.
11. Take photo of church members on front steps of church building in 2017.
12. Tour of George Whitefield places in 2017.
13. In 2017, interview one of FCCB’s oldest members, Deacon Emeritus Leon Deroian, and
write a history of his life, especially his experience with FCCB and all the changes he has
seen in the church in his approximate 80 years at FCCB. Leon was born on 06 March
1928 and joined the church around the age of 6 or 8. His picture appears in the 1938
group picture in the church hallway. Do you know which one he is? He was 10 years old
at the time. Leon will be 90 years old 06 March 2018.
Respectfully Submitted,
Barron Tenney
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CRAZY-GOOD LIFE @ FCC

First Church of Christ ~ Bradford

10 Church Street Bradford, MA 01835
T: (978) 374-1114
E: office@fccbradford.org
W: www.fccbradford.org

