
Pastor Mike’s
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Elders

Moses Rodriguez—674-8808

Jerry Smith—675-3292

Ron Snipes—673-4562

Secretary

Nickie Smith—674-5203

Pastor

Michael G. Stipe—259-6879

Note:
The 2011 shepherding lists are posted
in the hallway. Call your elder when
you become aware of a need.

“FALL HARVEST
CARNIVAL”

In the month of Octo-
ber we will seek to reach out to our
neighbors with a Free Harvest Carni-
val. There will be pony rides, a pet-
ting zoo, hay bale maze, pumpkin
patch and hay rides. We will serve
hot dogs and popcorn
along with nachos. All
of this is free!

Why would we try to
do this? We have
close to 500 resi-
dences within a three
block area surround-
ing our facility. Our
decision is to invite our neighbors
and their children to our home and
continue the process of creating ave-
nues for relationships.

For this to work we will need all of
our church helping out. This begins
with a change in our thinking. We
have to move from the idea that this
is an event “for us” to this is an
event “by us for others.”

What does this mean? Mostly it

means that we will come to help out
with the event and not simply to at-
tend it. It means that we will help
out by donating pumpkins and candy
and time to help supervise and run
the games. It means we will help
with the food and being the best
hosts we can be to those who would
come to visit us.

Our dream for this
time is to see some
folks come by for a
visit and realize that
they want to become
a part of this church
family. But we cannot
do this without you

and your help. A small group of
dedicated workers has been praying
and making plans for this event.
Now we all need to step up and help.

Choose today to make a difference in
the neighborhood around us by help-
ing your church meet, greet and im-
pact them for Christ.

Let’s have the best time ever and I
will see you Sunday!

Connecting People To God- To Each Other & To The World

October
2011
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Praise God with

My Posture
Have you ever found yourself wondering
what would be the posture that is most
conducive to praise? The answer to this
question can be found in the Bible. Formal
worship of God has its beginnings in the
Old Testament, where detailed instruc-
tions were given for the building and fur-
nishing of the tabernacle. Noticeably ab-
sent from the list of furnishings for God’s
dwelling was a chair. This is because
standing, not sitting, is an appropriate
expression of praise. Standing during
praise and worship serves two functions.
First, it indicates respect. Standing out of
respect is not exclusive to God; we all
would stand if the President or the Queen
of England walked into the room. God is
so much more important…and so much
more worthy of our reverence. In Revela-
tion, He sits as our King, and we all stand
as we worship Him! The second function
of standing is alertness. It is so easy for
our minds to disengage and to wander

when we sit. Standing and praising go
together, and it is easier to stay focused
on worship while we are standing.

There are other Biblical worship postures
which are not as commonly seen in to-
day’s church. However, these are still ap-
propriate in today’s worship: kneeling,
bowing, and prostration. Psalm 95:6 says,
“Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.” In
Matthew, the wise men fell down in pros-
tration to worship Jesus. In Revelation, the
twenty-four elders continually fall in pros-
tration before the throne of God. We sing
many songs about bowing down to wor-
ship, and it is perfectly fitting to kneel or
bow during the worship service. The act of
kneeling can allow one to enter a special
place of reverential awe in God’s pres-
ence.

Next month, we will discuss singing and
audible praise. May God richly bless you
as you grow in worship.

Blessings, Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Doug & Robin Priest
CMF International Executive Director

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Scott & Anelle Price
CMF International — Tanzania

Kim Rowell
Panama Mission

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

American Indian Christian
Missions

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on
the missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

Clarence Lee former Florida State Football
player will be joining us for a Sunday morn-
ing of amazing feats of strength and a clear
presentation of God’s working in his life. He
still holds the weightlifting records at Florida
State where he played nose guard on their Na-
tional Championship team in 1993 being
coached by Bobby Bowden. Clarence was the
strongest man ever to play at Florida State,
setting the bench press record at 530 lbs. His

all-time best bench press was 650 lbs and his leg press was one ton.

Find a friend to bring with you and use this as an opportunity to share
Christ with them.

Clarence Lee—Sunday October 9th



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

7:30 am Men’s Break-

fast @ Madera Inn

Elders Meeting

2

Bible Classes 9:30
Worship 10:45

2 pm Board Meeting in
the Conference Room

3 4
10:00 am CWF Meeting

in the Conference Room

Intercessory Prayer
6:30—7:30 p.m.

5

10 am Women’s Bible
Study

6

Worship Team Practice
6:00 p.m.

7 8

9

Bible Classes 9:30
Worship 10:45
Clarence Lee with
CFT

10 11

Intercessory Prayer
6:30—7:30 p.m.

12

10 am Women’s Bible
Study

13

Worship Team Practice
6:00 p.m.

14 15

16

Bible Classes 9:30
Worship 10:45
Scott & Annelle
Price with CMF

17 18

Intercessory Prayer
6:30—7:30 p.m.

19
10 am Women’s Bible Study

11:30 am Women’s Salad

Luncheon

20

Worship Team Practice
6:00 p.m.

21

11:30 am Rescue
Mission Auxiliary
Luncheon

22

23

Bible Classes 9:30
Worship 10:45

24 25

Intercessory Prayer
6:30—7:30 p.m.

26

10 am Women’s Bible
Study

27Worship Team Prac-
tice

6:00 p.m.

28 29

30

Bible Classes 9:30
Worship 10:45

31 BIRTHDAYS 18 Shirley Holdcroft ANNIVERSARIES 4 Mike & Mickie
Purl

13 Dennis & Kathy
Schwenck
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Scott & Annelle Price
On Sunday, October 16th,
the Prices, our missionaries
from Tanzania, will be with
us for the morning Bible
School time and Service.
You will not want to miss
their report as our hands
and feet in Africa.

Calendar Connecting Points

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry has moved

from Thursday to Tuesday evenings from 6:30-

7:30. Each week they gather to lift up one aspect

of our church family. All that needs to happen

for you to become a

part is for you to ar-

rive and join us in the

Prayer Chapel behind

the platform.

(Remember the FCC Prayer

Team meets each Sunday

morning at 8:45 in Pastor

Mike’s Office! Join us!)

"Prayer is the
joining of the

mind’s intention
with the heart’s

affection.”
~John Trapp

ADULT BIBLE CLASSES FOR YOU
In the Social Hall:

Gospel of John begins October 23rd.
Taught by Pastor Mike

In the Conference Room:
Revelation taught by Ron Snipes

“SURVIVING
THE

STORMS
OF LIFE”

week sermon series to help us as a
church family seek God’s solutions in
the midst of these times. John 16:33
tells us that even though we face tribu-
lations in this world we know that
Christ has overcome the world.

We all face difficult
situations in our lives and
at times they can become
great upheavals. In Octo-
ber Pastor begins a six-


