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From the Pastor’s Office . . .
March is finally here! It seems to have been a long winter, but we say
that almost every year. Winter is winter, and how we view it depends on many
different factors. We may enjoy the snow one day, and the very next say that
we are tired of it. What changed? Many times, situations change because of
others, the world around us, or our emotions, and many other factors filter how
we view and interpret things. Our perspective plays an interesting role in how we live our
lives out every day.
That is true with our spiritual lives as we have encountered in the first 7 stories in Genesis.
We can choose to believe one thing one minute, and then choose to go in the very opposite
direction the next. We have seen that the sin of Ego/pride/selfishness is frequently the cause of
this change. Whenever we take our eyes off of God and His way of living, we have the strong
opportunity to choose to go our own way and leave God in the background.
The human choice and the understanding of spiritual choices is an interesting thing. We
are given the opportunity by God to choose to follow Him or ourselves (Romans 10:13). That
choosing was seen with Adam and Eve, Cain & Abel, and all humanity that chose to sin and
received the consequence of their sin. Likewise, the choosing to live for God everyday in
Holiness is an awesome opportunity to live for Him (1 Peter
1:16). We saw this in the example of Abel, Enoch, Noah and
Abraham as they chose to follow God’s ways.
This choosing can also be viewed from the choosing that
God does. He chose to not eliminate humanity because of our
sin, but to show forgiveness. Even in human temptation God
always makes a way of escape for us (1 Cor 10:13). He made
that way through Jesus Christ for our salvation, not only to be
saved for eternity, but saved to live for Him each and every
day of our lives. God chooses to save us and sanctify us through His Son by choosing to show
us His love, mercy and grace, but never forces us, but gives us the choice to follow His way.
With the freedom that God has given humanity, He has intricately woven together a way
for His choice to create, to save and to sanctify humanity, as well as a way to incorporate the
responsibility of humanity to choose to accept His salvation and to live in His sanctification.
This overwhelms me, but it is so well seen in each of the Chronicles that we have studied so
far.
As Holy week is upon us, may we look at all that God chose for us. God chose to love us
so much to give His Son (John 3:16), and Jesus chose to come to earth, die and rise again, and
the Holy Spirit chooses to live in us as Christ followers. So, what should we choose? First,
choose to follow Christ. Second, choose to continually live for Christ. Third, choose to be
Christ to those around you.
This month we also are beginning our new discipleship development. We hope that everyone will join us in these groups to develop as stronger individuals in Christ and as a more passionate church for Jesus Christ. May the FBC colony be a spiritual home for your family and
may we choose to work together for His honor and glory.
I pray you have a blessed Spring, but most of all choosing to
celebrate the resurrection of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
God Bless.

Pastor Fred
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Upcoming Events
 Friday, March 2, Food
Pantry 10am-12pm
 Friday, March 9, Friday
Night Coffee 6:30pm
 Sunday, March 11, Pork
Chop Dinner Planning Mtg,
12:00pm
 Monday, March 12, BCE
Meeting, 6:30pm
 Friday, March 16, Food
Pantry, 10a-12p
 Saturday, March 17, Men’s
Breakfast, 8:00am
 Sunday, March 18, Deacon/
Deaconess Meeting, 12:00pm
 Monday, March 19, Board of
Directors Mtg, 6:30pm
 Sunday, March 25, PALM
SUNDAY Service, 9:30am
 Sunday, March 25, The Case
for Christ Movie, 12:15
 Friday, March 30, Passover
Seder Meal, 6:30pm
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March
VolunteerSchedule
Schedule
May Volunteer

SUNDAYS

SUNDAYS

Greeters

Do you need a ride to church
on Sunday mornings?

3- 4
3 - 11
3 - 18
3 - 25

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sally Wagner
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Bev Wolf
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Connie Wood
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Evelyn Zigler

* * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please
contact Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

Hosts
3- 4
3 - 11
3 - 18
3 - 25

Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday
morning guests. Please contact Bev Wolf 251-1244.

Nursery
3- 4

9:30am - Cindi Jewett
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

3 - 11

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

3 - 18

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - __________________

3 - 25

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing
to help volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.

Please contact Paula Freed at (574) 259-6844 no
later than Friday evening at 5:00pm so she can get
you scheduled for a ride.

Financial Stewards
3- 4
3 - 11
3 - 18
3 - 25

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter

************************************

MONDAYS

Monday Morning Mailers
3- 5
3 - 12
3 - 19
3 - 26

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod with questions, 298-7223.
*************************************

Friday Night Coffee
March 9, 2018
6:30pm
Please join us for a wonderful time of fellowship
and a great time of discussion on Prophecy.
**************************************

~ MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST will be Saturday,
March 17 at 8:00am.
Blood Pressure Screening
All men are invited for fellowship, good food and a time for
This will be available on Sunday,
March 25 in the Conference Room next prayer and Bible reading.
to the library starting at 10:30am.

************************************

**************************************

Please call Sandy Sherrod at 298-7223 if you are interested in helping with this ministry. Thank you.
**************************************

Trustee of the Month - Merlin Seske

*************************************

Remember: Every child has a gift some just open it sooner than others.

Sunday, March 25
9:30am Morning Service
12:15pm Movie
“The Case for Christ”
(Please bring a food item to share for a quick
lunch before the movie.)
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LIBRARY NEWS

MARCH CELEBRATIONS

How does a Roman Catholic baby
come to be raised by an Amish family?
This is the story of Rosanna McGonegal
who becomes Amish. It is written by
her son, Joseph, who also taught at
what is now Goshen College back in
the early 1900’s when it was called Elkhart Institute. This
book gives you a very honest picture into the Amish life
growing up Amish in this period. Check out this book,
Rosanna of the Amish, in our biography section (267.3)

Birthdays
3/2 - Shane Holloway
3/2 - Tyler Wagers
3/5 - Joyce Grenert
3/6 - Amy Riley
3/7 - Rich Hollister
3/8 - Breanna Lange
3/17 - Linda Van Dyke
3/20 - Trey Gilbert
3/20 - Gavin Hall
3/26 - Laurie Grenert
3/26 - Fawn Robertson
3/27 - Marian Hoffman
3/27 - Brittany Riley
3/29 - Kristina Wright
3/31 - Claire Wright

Anniversaries
3/6 - Aaron & Kristina Wright
3/7 - Richard & Kathy Hollister

I also enjoyed reading the book Your Best Years by J.
Oswald Sanders (242.2). This is definitely written by
someone who has traveled the years in middle age. He
writes this when he is in his eighties and he made it
through. He gives practical, realistic advice, along with
humor, which makes the road lighter as you travel it. I
do hope you will read it and enjoy “staying young while
you grow old”.

Remember one another!

Keep reading!
Suzanne Bush, librarian

________________________________

March 4

- Shut-In Visit

March 11

- Discussion: “The Case for Christ”

March 18

- Ronald McDonald Family Room

March 25

- Children’s 2nd Hour Class

If you haven’t been part of this discussion before, you will want to join us.
It is very interesting and very relevant for today!
Invite your friends to join us!
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Michiana Brethren Fellowship - March 4
The Brethren Churches in the Michiana area will be gathering for a
time of music, food and fellowship on Sunday, March 4 at 4:00pm at
County Line Brethren Church in LaPaz. You will be blessed and encouraged by spending
time with fellow believers in our area. Please contact the church office with questions.
****************************************************

Passover Seder - March 30
We will enjoy a Passover Seder with several other Brethren churches on
Good Friday, March 30 at 6:30pm in the Great Hall. Please see the Information Station for a food sign-up sheet. The evening will include an explanation of the Passover, a time to share communion together and participate
in foot-washing if you so desire. If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
****************************************************

Spring Pork Chop Dinner - May 5, 2018
Our Annual Spring Pork Dinner will be here soon, and we need your help!
Join us for an organizational meeting after second hour on Sunday March 11.
Many hands are needed for the Dinner to be successful and you can help us by
volunteering for just a few hours or help lead a Team.
Volunteers are needed for Advertising and Sales, Ordering Supplies, Kitchen and
Food prep, Grills, Carry Out and Clean Up.
All proceeds from the Pork Chop Dinner go directly to our FBC general fund to help maintain our
programs and ministries. See Linda Kohman for further information.
****************************************************

March Memory Verse
John 16:24 (ESV) : “Until now you have asked nothing in my
name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.”
****************************************************

Blessing Board
Have you visited the Blessing Board recently? It is the bulletin board by
the drinking fountain in the small hall. It has two sides to it: the side on the
left is a place for people to say what they have to offer the church family for
anyone that might be in need. The right side is for you to post what you are
in need of. Please check it regularly and help out where you can to fulfill the
needs of our church family.
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April
Volunteer Schedule
Schedule
May Volunteer

SUNDAYS

SUNDAYS

Greeters

Do you need a ride to church
on Sunday mornings?

4- 1
4- 8
4 - 15
4 - 22
4 - 29

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Kathi Ginter
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Arthur Barry
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sherrie Benko
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Karen Carson
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Paula Freed at
(574) 259-6844 no later than Friday evening at
5:00pm so she can get you scheduled for a ride.

Financial Stewards

* * * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please 4 - 1
contact Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

Hosts
4- 1
4- 8
4 - 15
4 - 22
4 - 29

Bev Wolf
Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary
Bev Wolf

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday
morning guests. Please contact Bev Wolf, 251-1244.

Nursery
4- 1

9:30am - Cindi Jewett
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

4- 8

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

4 - 15

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - __________________

4 - 22

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

4 - 29

9:30am - Angel English
10:45am - __________________

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing
to help volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.
*********************************************

Blood Pressure Screening

4- 8
4 - 15
4 - 22
4 - 29

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter
Glen Scott & Jack Kary, Sr.

************************************

MONDAYS

Monday Morning Mailers
4- 2
4- 9
4 - 16
4 - 23
4 - 30

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod, 298-7223 with questions.
**************************************

Friday Night Coffee
April 20 - 6:30pm
Please join us for a great
time of fellowship and discussion on Prophecy.
**************************************

~ Men’s Prayer Breakfast will
be Saturday, April 21 at
8:00am. We hope many of you
men will make time to be there
to encourage one another and
enjoy good fellowship.
**************************************

This will be available on Sunday,
April 22 in the Conference Room next
to the library starting at 10:30am.
Please call Sandy Sherrod at 298-7223 if you are interested in helping with this ministry. Thank you.
*************************************

Trustee of the Month - Barry Wright

Trustees Meeting
April 8, 10:50am
**************************************

Sunday, April 1
8:00am & 9:30am

Special blessings to all you special people
It’s hard to believe that March is almost here. Two months of 2018 is over.
Time is going fast.
Remember on March 11, time will go very fast. Daylight Savings time will begin so be
sure to set your clocks an hour ahead before you go to bed Saturday night or you will be
very late for worship services on the 11th.
There will be a Brethren fellowship gathering on March 4 at County Line Brethren
Church. This will be a great time of fellowship, food and a lot more. I will enjoy getting
together with other church mice and enjoy some fun. For the details, read the rest of the
newsletter. Please plan on going.
Friday Night Coffee will be March 9. Everyone is welcome to join in on the study on
prophecy. If you come and you don’t see coffee, ask where it is. The study is from 6:308:00pm.
Wednesday Morning Bible Study is at 10:00am every week on the life of Jesus Christ.
Everyone is welcome. It’s exciting when more people come. One great thing about studying the Bible, you can always join in where we are studying.
The men’s prayer breakfast is March 17 at 8:00am. I always enjoy being with the men,
being a male mouse. It’s a time of fellowship, food, prayer and Bible reading. I wonder if
there will be any green food that day because it is St. Patrick’s day. I remember when we
used to have a green food carry-in.
March 25 is Palm Sunday. We will have worship at 9:30am, followed by fellowship and
2nd hour classes. Then at 12:15, Pastor Fred will be showing the movie, “The Case for
Christ.” I am not sure how lunch will work but I know you will get more details elsewhere.
Plan on staying.
We will be having a Brethren Communion and Seder on March 30 at 6:30pm. This is
Good Friday. Watch for the food sign-up sheets. Please come.
On April 1, Easter Sunday, we will have Sonrise Service at 8:00am followed by breakfast around 8:45. Regular morning service will be at 9:30 followed by 2nd hour. Please
come for these services and bring your company and friends and family.
I hope everyone is memorizing the memory verses. Remember, you will get a new one
this month.
Be praying about the new Discipleship classes and get involved when they begin.
The one good thing about it being March is Spring starts March 20 (or sooner, I hope!)
Pray for each other, show the love of Jesus to the FBC family and everyone you know.
God bless you,

Benjamin

4909 S. Ironwood Dr.
South Bend, IN 46614
(574) 291-4909
E-mail: firstbrethren@att.net

Return Service Requested

We’re on the web!
firstbrethren.org

"Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me."
~ John 14:1

Invites you to join our
Community holy week
Celebrations

Palm Sunday Celebration
Christian Education Hour
Film: The Case for Christ

Sonrise Service
Continental Breakfast
Resurrection Celebration
Christian Education Hour

Includes meal/footwashing/Eucharist

6:30pm Good Friday: (reservations)
-8:30pm Messianic Passover Seder

March 25, 9:30am
10:50pm
12:15pm
March 30,

April 1,

8:00am
8:45am
9:30am
10:50am

First Brethren Church
4909 South Ironwood Dr., South Bend, IN
Call 574-291-4909 for more information

