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From the Pastor’s Office . . .
I’m so excited about going
through the 2018 sermon series
“Amazing Bible Chronicles” this
year. I’ve already learned more
about the stories of the creation and the fall and
I’m looking for more insights coming up. The topic of “Holiness” was one of my favorites to this
time, but this new series has already given me new
Biblical understanding.
This reminds me of the verse 2 Timothy 2:15; “Study to show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth”. I
learned this verse in my elementary years, but it is still so import for us today. We need to
study God’s Word to learn more about our Great and Awesome God. Spending time in
God’s Word and meditating on it will allow the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth to us more
and more.
Because the Word of God is living (Psalm 119:105, 2 Timothy 3:16), we can learn
more every time we read it. I know that I have read theses chronicles many times, but I
am amazed how God gives us new insights each time we read His Scriptures.
It’s Amazing.
There is so much not found in God’s Word. I have questions, but no answers are
found. What do I do? I pray that we do not spend too much time on the information that
we do not have and try to conjecture but learn from what God has graciously given us. It
is so easy to want to know what is not given, because inquiring minds want to know, but
God has also not given us what we do not need to know.
So far, I have noticed more about the love, grace and justice of God through the first
three stories. I hope that as we travel through each of the stories,
that we will share with each other what we learn, and the questions that come to mind after our studies. As we were challenged
last year to read the Bible through, now let us study these stories
with more in-depth time and effort.
In February we will study the stories of Noah, the Tower of
Babel, Abraham and Sarah, and Lot and Sodom and Gomorrah
(Genesis 6-19). I pray that you will join us in this adventure each
week and ask the Holy Spirit to teach us His truths for us.
As I close this article, I want to ask you to continually pray for one another. We have
had many illnesses and needs recently at FBC and we need to seek God’s intervention for
each other in our lives. Also, please pray for each other’s spiritual journeys. As I presented the new Discipleship program here at FBC a few weeks ago, I pray that you will get
involved in this process. Our desire is to see the church move forward in victory for the
future.
February is often remembered because of Valentine’s Day and President’s Day, but
maybe we should expand this by remembering God’s love and His leadership. God loves
us and desires for us to love Him and each other and to follow His spiritual leadership.
Keep serving our God and share Christ with your world. Have a great February.

Pastor Fred
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February
Volunteer
Schedule
May Volunteer
Schedule

SUNDAYS

SUNDAYS

Greeters

Do you need a ride to church
on Sunday mornings?

2- 4
2 - 11
2 - 18
2 - 25

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Kathi Ginter
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sherrie Benko
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Karen Carson
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sandy Sherrod

* * * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please
contact Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

Hosts
2- 4
2 - 11
2 - 18
2 - 25

Bev Wolf
Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday
morning guests. Please contact Bev Wolf, 251-1244.

Nursery
2- 4

9:30am - Cindi Jewett
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

2 - 11

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

2 - 18

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - __________________

2 - 25

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing
to help volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.
*********************************************

Blood Pressure Screening
This will be available on Sunday,
February 18 in the Conference Room
next to the library starting at 10:30am.
Please call Sandy Sherrod at 298-7223 if
you are interested in helping with this ministry. Thank you.

Please contact Paula Freed at
(574) 259-6844 no later than Friday evening at
5:00pm so she can get you scheduled for a ride.

Financial Stewards
2- 4
2 - 11
2 - 18
2 - 25

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter

************************************

MONDAYS

Monday Morning Mailers
2- 5
2 - 12
2 - 20
2 - 26

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod, 298-7223 with questions.
**************************************

Friday Night Coffee
February 9 - 6:30pm
Please join us for a great
time of fellowship and discussion on Prophecy.
**************************************

~ Men’s Prayer Breakfast will
be Saturday, February 17 at
8:00am. We hope many of you
men will make time to be there
to encourage one another and
enjoy good fellowship.
**************************************

Trustees Meeting
February 4, 10:50am
**************************************

*************************************

Trustee of the Month - Aaron Wright
**************************************
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LIBRARY NEWS

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS

The Heavenly Man is the remarkably
true story of Christian Brother Yun.
He only wished to spread the Gospel
but he and his wife and family had to
endure torture, imprisonment and much hatred all because of their faith. (267.4)

Birthdays
2/1 - Kathi Ginter
2/2 - Peggy Baer
2/2 - Kathy Plaia
2/2 - Ryne Wright
2/4 - Peggy Collins
2/5 - Nancy Hollister
2/8 - Tracy McKee
2/10 - Win Zaw
2/11 - Bill Grenert
2/16 - Robert Hardesty
2/16 - Alexis Kary
2/19 - Ruth Bilinski
2/21 - Sally Wagner
2/24 - Karen Simko
2/27 - Ruthann Millage
2/29 - Robin Hall

Julia’s Hope by Leisha Kelly. A novel set during the great
depression of a family’s hope and desire just to have a
home and food on the table. A stranger befriends them
and they find the truth that “there is a time for everything under the sun.” Read to find out how they went
about doing that.

Anniversaries
2/1 - Bill & Laurie Grenert
2/16 - Mike & Amy Riley

If you’ve read any of the books from the library and
would be willing to write down a brief summary, how
much you liked to the book or was it helpful to you. I
would also like to know if there is a book, video or CD
that you think might be questionable. I try to keep
known Christian writers, but some might slip by me.
Thanks to Jan Smith for her help with this.

Remember one another!

February 4

- Shut-In Visit

February 11

- Discussion: “The Case for Christ”

February 18

- Hannah’s House

February 25

- Children’s 2nd Hour Class

Keep reading!
Suzanne Bush, librarian

________________________________

If you haven’t been part of this discussion before, you will want to join us.
It is very interesting and very relevant for today!
Invite your friends to join us!
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. . . . . to everyone that graciously gave to the special Christmas offering to pay down the Church
mortgage. A total of $8738.53 was given. We appreciate your generosity to take care of the ministry
of FBC.
. . . . . To the Trustees for their hard work in seeing that the roof was repaired and the new furnace was installed. Thank you also for overseeing the care of our building and property.
. . . . . To Phil and Kathy Plaia for their many years of dedicated service to the ministry of this
church, in particular the leading of the Deacon Board. Though we will not be seeing them every
week, they are still a part of this ministry and our church family.
. . . . . To Suzanne Bush for her faithful preparation of the weekly Children’s Bulletin and organization of Object Lessons and Children’s curriculum.
. . . . . To the ladies who faithfully participate in the PACE ministry that sends out cards for birthdays, anniversaries, illness, sympathy and encouragement. We all have been blessed by receiving
one of their cards.
. . . . . To Bonnie Coffman for organizing the greeters you see every Sunday morning and for all
those greeters who help welcome our family and guests as they walk through our doors.
. . . . . To Jan Kary and Brian McKee who faithfully see that food is purchased and bags are
packed for the Hay School Weekend Food Bag ministry. Thank you also to those that help pack the
bags at various times during the month.
. . . . . To the Praise Team for their faithfulness to help lead music in our worship services each
Sunday morning.
. . . . . TO ALL OF YOU who faithfully attend and support this ministry in one way or another. We
are all knit together in the bond of Christ and each one of you is vitally important to help minister the
cause of Christ in the Michiana area and around the world! GOD BLESS YOU ALL!
****************************************************

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES
JANUARY

-

John 1:1-3 (ESV)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.

FEBRUARY

-

1 John 5:11-12 (ESV)

And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in
his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of
God does not have life.
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March
VolunteerSchedule
Schedule
May Volunteer

SUNDAYS

SUNDAYS

Greeters

Do you need a ride to church
on Sunday mornings?

3- 4
3 - 11
3 - 18
3 - 25

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sally Wagner
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Bev Wolf
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Connie Wood
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Evelyn Zigler

* * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please
contact Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

Hosts
3- 4
3 - 11
3 - 18
3 - 25

Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday
morning guests. Please contact Bev Wolf 251-1244.

Nursery
3- 4

9:30am - Cindi Jewett
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

3 - 11

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

3 - 18

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - __________________

3 - 25

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing
to help volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.

Please contact Paula Freed at (574) 259-6844 no
later than Friday evening at 5:00pm so she can get
you scheduled for a ride.

Financial Stewards
3- 4
3 - 11
3 - 18
3 - 25

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter

************************************

MONDAYS

Monday Morning Mailers
3- 5
3 - 12
3 - 19
3 - 26

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod with questions, 298-7223.
*************************************

Friday Night Coffee
March 9, 2018
6:30pm
Please join us for a wonderful time of fellowship
and a great time of discussion on Prophecy.
**************************************

~ MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST will be Saturday,
March 17 at 8:00am.
Blood Pressure Screening
All men are invited for fellowship, good food and a time for
This will be available on Sunday,
March 18 in the Conference Room next prayer and Bible reading.
to the library starting at 10:30am.

************************************

**************************************

Please call Sandy Sherrod at 298-7223 if you are interested in helping with this ministry. Thank you.
**************************************

Trustees Meeting
March 4, 2018
10:50am

Trustee of the Month - Merlin Seske

**************************************

Sunday, March 25
9:30am service

God bless all of you wonderful people
It’s hard to believe that I am writing my report for the 2nd month of
2018. Time must be flying.
Being a single male mouse, I don’t celebrate Valentine’s Day, February 14. But husbands from what I hear, you may be buying something special for your wife.
This year, February 14 is even more special. It is Ash Wednesday. Being Brethren,
instead of giving something up for Lent, we are encouraged to spend more time with
God like reading and studying the Bible, praying and having quiet time so God can
speak to you. Show the love of Jesus in everything you do. If you haven’t been memorizing God’s Word, Pastor Fred will be having monthly Bible verses for us. It is a great
way to start committing God’s Word to memory.
Believe it or not, Easter Sunday will be April 1st this year (no fooling). That means
Holy week will be March 25 - April 1st. You will hear more about the Holy week activities
next month but save these dates.
Since this is my 1st report for 2018, I thought I would remind everyone of some of the
activities that happen here at FBC:
We will start with Sunday. The worship service starts at 9:30am. This year, Pastor
Fred’s topic is Amazing Bible Chronicles. Since I am and old church mouse and came
from a family of church mice, I have heard these stories for years. But I am looking forward to going deeper into these stories. I hope you are too.
Fellowship and food follow the services, and then 2nd hour classes. If you are not
staying for a class, I hope you will start. I always learn no matter which class I go to.
Also, we are in need of more nursery workers and 2nd hour Kids teachers. This will
be on a rotating basis, so you may only have to teach once a month.
Once a month there is Friday Night Coffee. We are studying Prophecy. It starts at
6:30pm and ends at 8:00. Check the bulletin or Newsletter to make sure which Friday
because sometimes it changes.
All men are welcome to come to the Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 8:00am. It’s a time of
fellowship, food, prayer and Bible reading. Being a male mouse, I enjoy this Saturday
morning. Again, you will need to check to verify what Saturday it is.
Bags are still being packed for Hay school weekend food bags. Being a mouse,
those can be too big for me to help. I know that they can always use money or helpers.
Please see Jan Kary for other ways you can help.

The Food Pantry is open the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month. Volunteers, money,
shampoo and soaps of all kinds are always needed.
A big thank you for everybody who helps in any way here at FBC. Would you do me a
favor? Somedays this winter is very cold and this building gets very cold at night, so
think spring everyone!
God bless you,

Benjamin

4909 S. Ironwood Dr.
South Bend, IN 46614
(574) 291-4909
E-mail: firstbrethren@att.net
Return Service Requested

We’re on the web!
firstbrethren.org

"But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control...”
~ Galatians 5:22-23

Come join us for a study of the wonderful stories found in the Bible. You are sure to
be encouraged and challenged with the knowledge of Who our Great God is and
what He has done for us.
~ ~ SUNDAY MORNINGS at 9:30am. ~ ~

