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From the Pastor’s Office . . .
As I anticipate the months of June and July 2018, I’m so excited about what is going to take place this summer. For the Youngens; Joshua has graduated and is working at
Stanz, Maria will soon be a sophomore at ECA, and Janna and I are wondering where life
has gone. But, we have so many things to be grateful for and continue to look forward to
what God has instore for us. My desire is to be closer to my God than ever before in my
life.
As we have been studying “Amazing Bible Chronicles”, I pray that you have learned
more about God’s Word, as well as being challenged spiritually
in your life. In all of the stories that we have studied so far, each
of them has dealt with some type of disappointment but also a
wonderful work of “grace” by God. The “amazement” of each
story has to do with an awesome God that intercedes for humanity to be spiritually right with Him.
There are many verses that use the idea of amazement in
Scripture, but I pray most of all that you have seen more than
amazing stories, but that you have seen an Amazing God. In
Psalm 126:3 we are told that God has done amazing things for
us. Isn’t that so true! As I r eflect on my life, I see God’s fingerprints all over me. He is the amazement in every one of our
lives.
As I sit in a Bob Evans restaurant in Columbus, IN contemplating my amazing God, I want to remind us all that we need to
praise our God all the time. The verse concludes, “What Joy” to know this one true living
God of the universe. I have been overwhelmed recently trying to keep up with those that
have gone through various needs and trials in our own colony, but even when things seem
to be overwhelming, God still needs to be praised. In all those things that can be seen as
negative in our lives, they can all be a time of spiritual teaching that God can use in our
lives to be drawn closer to him. I’m not trying to justify the difficulties of life, but as Paul
tells us in Romans 8, “God works out all things for good to those that love Him”. If we
love Him, we can overcome all things for spiritual good for His honor and glory. This
may not be easy, but we can overcome all things through the Holy Spirit living in us.
There are many things taking place this summer at FBC, but the one that I am anxious
about is the development of our Discipleship groups. If you are not in one, you still can
be. This is what Jesus has called us to be, and for us to make for the future church of Jesus
Christ (Matt. 28:19-20). Our goal is to have a colony that is growing in Christ and worshiping Him in spirit and truth.
Summer is a wonderful time for vacations and relaxation, but let’s not forget our God,
His people and our time with Him. May I encourage you to pray for one another in the
body. As we know that we have an amazing God, let us also intercede for
our brothers and sisters at FBC and the universal church. Also, please pray
for The Brethren Church and our conference in July, and for the ministry of
“Camp Shipshewana”. There is so much to pray for, so may we be a people
of prayer and service for our “Amazing God”.
If you have any needs or spiritual questions, please feel free to contact
me at 291-4909 or fyoungen@att.net. I pray that you have an amazing summer in spiritual maturity.
Blessings.
Pastor Fred
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Page 2

June
Volunteer Schedule
Schedule
May Volunteer

SUNDAYS

SUNDAYS

Greeters

Financial Stewards

6- 3
6 - 10
6 - 17
6 - 24

6- 3
6 - 10
6 - 17
6 - 24

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Kathi Ginter
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Arthur Barry
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sherrie Benko
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Karen Carson

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter

* * * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please
************************************
contact Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

************************************

Monday Morning Mailers

Hosts
6- 3
6 - 10
6 - 17
6 - 24

MONDAYS

Bev Wolf
Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday
morning guests. Please contact Bev Wolf, 251-1244.

6- 4
6 - 11
6 - 18
6 - 25

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod, 298-7223 with questions.
**************************************

Friday Night Coffee
June 8 - 6:30pm

************************************

Nursery
6- 3

9:30am - Cindi Jewett
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

6 - 10

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

6 - 17

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

6 - 24

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing
to help volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.

Please join us for a great
time of fellowship and discussion on Prophecy.
**************************************

Men’s Prayer Breakfast will
be Saturday, June 16 at
8:00am. We hope many of you
men will make time to be there
to encourage one another and enjoy good fellowship.
**************************************

Trustee of the Month - Rich Hollister

**************************************

FLAG DAY
Thursday June 14, 2018

*********************************************

NO Blood Pressure Screening
for the summer
*************************************

**************************************

SUNDAY
June 17

Page 3

LIBRARY NEWS

JUNE CELEBRATIONS

I was pleased to find the

Birthdays

many books, CDs, and DVDs that

6/1 - Corinne Freel
6/5 - Jack Kary, Sr.
6/11 - Janna Youngen
6/13 - Judith Heying
6/18 - Sherrie Benko
6/19 - Meredyth Grenert
6/21 - Angela Scott
6/22 - Mary Jane Teske
6/23 - Hannah Freel
6/28 - Doug Jarvis

were donated to the library during
the winter months. I haven’t had a chance to
catalog them and get them on the shelves, but I’ll
do it shortly. When they are ready to go I will let
you know the names of the ones that I have added.
In the meantime, we have a wide array of music,
comedy, drama, and self help in all formats.

Anniversaries
6/1 - Doug & Nancy Jarvis
6/1 - Jim & Dawn Powers
6/7 - Larry & Bev Baker
6/7 - Todd & Lori Lange
6/10 - Barry & Leanna Wright
6/12 - Philip & Kathy Plaia
6/17 - Ernie & Cindi Jewett
6/27 - Jack & Jan Kary, Sr.

I want to thank the people who have been helping to keep the library looking good while I’ve been
gone. I know Paula Freed and Brenda Graf had
been helping but if there are others, thank you so
much. Looking forward to getting down to work

Remember one another!

and getting the new items ready to go.
Suzanne Bush,

Librarian
________________________________

June 3

- Real Services

June 10 - Discussion: “The Case for Christ”
June 17 - Miller’s Veterans Center
June 24 - Children’s 2nd Hour Class

If you haven’t been part of this discussion before, you will want to join us.
It is very interesting and very relevant for today!
Invite your friends to join us!
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May
May Volunteer
July
Volunteer Schedule
Schedule

SUNDAYS
Greeters
7- 1
7- 8
7 - 15
7 - 22
7 - 29

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sandy Sherrod
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sally Wagner
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Bev Wolf
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Connie Wood
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Evelyn Zigler

* * * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please contact
Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

Financial Stewards
7- 1
7- 8
7 - 15
7 - 22
7 - 29

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter
Jack Kary, Sr. & Glen Scott

********************************************

MONDAYS

Hosts
7- 1
7- 8
7 - 15
7 - 22
7 - 29

SUNDAYS

Bev Wolf
Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary
Bev Wolf

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday morning
guests. Please contact Bev Wolf, 251-1244.

Nursery

Monday Morning Mailers
7- 2
7- 9
7 - 16
7 - 23
7 - 30

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod, 298-7223 with questions.

7- 1

9:30am - Cindi Jewett
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

7- 8

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

7 - 15

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

7 - 22

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

7 - 29

9:30am - Angel English
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

*********************************************

Friday Night Coffee
July 13 - 6:30pm
Please join us for a
great time of fellowship and discussion on
Prophecy.
********************************************

~ Men’s Prayer Breakfast

will be Saturday, July 28 at
8:00am.

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing to help
volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.

*******************************************

*********************************************

Trustee of the Month - Chad Freel

NO Blood Pressure Screening
for the summer
********************************************

*************************************

HAPPY 4th
of JULY!
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JULY CELEBRATIONS

Please be in prayer . . .

Birthdays
7/6 - Joyce Schafer
7/10 - Dan Van Dyke
7/12 - Karsten Kary
7/14 - Suzanne Bush
7/15 - Tony Passannante
7/16 - Ross Jenkins
7/22 - Charmaine Lange

July 16-19
Ashland, OH
~ for our Brethren leaders as they meet for
fellowship and business.

No Anniversaries
*******************************************

~ for our Brethren youth as they gather for
teaching and fellowship.
Both groups will be
meeting on the
campus of Ashland
University and have
opportunity to worship together at some of the services. Please
pray for safety and for openness to God’s leading
in their lives. Thank you!

July 1

- Notre Dame Scavenger Hunt

July 8

- College Care Packages

July 15

- Church Directory assistance

July 22

- Children’s 2nd Hour Class

July 29

- Discussion: “The Case for Christ”

If you haven’t been part of this discussion before, you will want to join us.
It is very interesting and very relevant for today!
Invite your friends to join us!
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June Memory Verse - Proverbs 3:5-6 (ESV)
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths.”
***********************************

July Memory Verse - 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come.”
CAMP SHIPSHEWANA – Now is the time to register for camp if you have any
children/grandchildren/etc. that want to attend. Forms can be found on the Information Station. If you would like to support our campers, please mark your
envelope “Camperships”. And don’t forget to pray for this wonderful ministry.
DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES - We are offering Discipleship classes for all adults to help us
grow deeper in our relationship in Christ. Most classes have already begun but there is still
room for you to join us. Please contact Pastor Fred or Jan Kary for more information.
NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT (NCD) SURVEY – Some of you may have received an
unusual email invitation to participate in a survey for our church.
This is a legitimate deal. The email address will show something
like <hello@3colorworld.org>. Please take the time to read the invitation and respond to the survey. Your input is requested and appreciated to help us
evaluate the ministry of FBC. The survey is said to take approximately 20 minutes. If you
have any questions, please contact Janna. If the invitation lists both names for a couple,
we ask that you complete the survey together if possible. Thank you for your time and attention to help us out in this way.

THANK YOU!
We appreciate everyone that bought tickets, sold
tickets, helped with the set-up, serving, clean-up,
or donated cookies. Every part was needed and
appreciated to make the dinner a success. All
pork chops were sold and funds were raised to
support the ministry of FBC. God bless you all!
_______________________________________________________________________________
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TAKE NOTE . . .
10 Things to do when your church
disappoints you:
1. Turn complaining about your church into praying for your church.

If there’s one thing we know about complaining, it is fundamentally (whether intentional or not) a disapproving commentary on the perfect sovereignty of the One running things. God decreed everything about
which we complain. He reigns. So, it’s possible that our complaints are really sovereignty-protests. Even
so, there are likely things about your church which need improvement or attention. Prayer harnesses
your observations and makes them productive work-horses for your church instead of finicky commentators about your church.
2. Turn worrying about your church’s imperfection into trusting God’s perfection.

Worrying about our church often is symptomatic of a trust sickness. God is in competent control of our
churches. Christ is not wearing a worry-path in the carpet of heaven’s throne room. He is seated, relaxed,
and building his church. Worry doubts his capabilities while trusting in itself. It assumes that its activity
of fretting is more industrious than trusting God. It’s possible that our disappointment in our church is
rooted here.
3. Turn gossiping to others about the disappointment in your church into
thanking God for the good in it.

Blunders can be found in every church if you look for them. And, often, even if you don’t. But they are
normal, especially since the church is filled with people like you and me. Re-channel the fleshly thrill of
gossip elsewhere, however. While changes probably need to be made, worship God with the fruit of lips
that give thanks to his name (Hebrews 13:5).
4. Turn being a part of the problem with your church into being part of the
solution.

Just about every church has that guy who is skilled in simultaneously seeing and being part of the problem. But the most painful thing to church leadership is when they take the time to seriously hear his concerns, but he subsequently stiff-arms tangible suggestions to become part of the solution. As you think
about the problems in your church, ask yourself honestly, “How might I be contributing to the problem(s)
in my church?” “What log might I have protruding from my eye?” Do not move past that question too
quickly. Then ask, “What can I do to confess my contribution and turn from being the problem, to please
Christ so as to contribute to the solution?” Ask your church leadership the same question. Listen. Learn.
Pray. Serve. Contribute. Help. Give. Get equipped. And do more than simply avoid being part of the problem. That may, in fact, be how you are part of the problem. Participate in a way that your church leaders
can look back and see how you were useful in solving problems in the church.
5. Turn resisting imperfect church leaders into getting united with them.

Most church leadership are well-acquainted with their inadequacies for the work in which they find
themselves. If they are biblically qualified, they see the many, many ways that they need to grow.
If you choose to point those out, do so in a way that obeys the commands in Scripture to submit to,
obey, esteem, and demonstrate accountability to your church leaders (1 Thessalonians 5:1213, Hebrews 13:17, 1 Peter 5:2-3). In most cases, contrary to propagating their imperfections, your
efforts to unite will humble them, making them more competent for the Lord’s work.
Pray for them. Thank God for them. Consider ways to come alongside them.
(cont’d)
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10 Things to do when your church disappoints you: (cont’d)
6. Turn passively attending the worship services into actively participating.

The Sunday gathering is the high point of the week for God’s people. Our disappointment might be eradicated by getting ourselves prepared to treat it as such. Pray for it. And pray for yourself to be teachable,
awake, humble, and transformed. Bring your Bible. Take notes. Study things afterwards which you do not
understand. Assuming the Scripture is being faithfully exposited, our souls will be nurtured when the
word is preached. Pray for ways to live out the sermon. Meditate on the words of the songs. Sing heartily.
Ask God to help you make them sincere praise and prayer as you sing. Be on time. Listen carefully to announcements, readings, and anything else in the service. Reach out to visitors instead of coming in late
and leaving quickly. Get their contact info. Invite them to a weekly home group. Help with set up or take
down. Be a part of what God is doing by being prayerfully attentive to every moment of the worship gathering.
7. Turn the desire to redo your church’s ministries into trying to benefit
from what is already going on.

In many cases, our churches do need to rethink and redo certain ministries. However, be slow about taking that route. Instead, intentionally seek out what is already happening. Participate in them humbly, faithfully, and enthusiastically. Give it time. Ask God to bless and use the ministry leader. Ask him to grow
you from it. Find ways to help. Do not eject from a ministry before at least several attempts to grow from
it.
8. Turn restlessness and frustration into seeking out opportunities for evangelism.

Sometimes things in the church can get pretty frustrating. Committees seem to get nothing done. Projects remain unfinished. People disappoint. It can be discouraging. While those things may need to be
addressed, stay busy in kingdom work. Be sure to center on, and speak about, Christ crucified in the
place of sinners. Pray for and seek out opportunities to share the news that is far more thrilling than your
church is frustrating. Be so tired from disciple-making that you have little time for frustrated restlessness.
9. Turn needing quick answers to the problems you see to serving the God
who is sovereign over those problems.

Things probably are wrong in your church. We see the issues and often we demand answers. We must
know now what is going on. But there is no Bible verse on our right to be in the know. However, there are
several on our responsibility to be about serving. As much as we may need answers, let’s devote at least
that much energy to resting in God patiently, helping the church enthusiastically, and praying for her fervently.
10. Turn thinking about your disappointment and boredom into knowing and
pleasing God.

Let’s ask ourselves, “Who cares if we are bored? Why might we even be bored or disappointed in the first
place? What might that say about our understanding of the church and God?” It’s possible that our boredom demonstrates that our feelings are more sacred to us than our God. Perhaps our boredom and disappointment have become more captivating to us than the God of Scripture. But God is the most thrilling
and awe-inspiring subject in the universe. Nothing and no one is more captivating, fulfilling, and motivating than the true God. As God’s people, we get to plug into his kind of churches for the great purpose and
thrill of knowing and worshiping him. And God’s kind of church exists to worship God. If this is not the
case, disappointment and boredom should be present and we may need to find a new church.
(Borrowed from Crosswalk.com)

GOD BLESS ALL YOU SPECIAL MEN!
Happy Father’s Day to all men. Father’s Day is June 17 this
year. I know I am only a mouse and not a father, but I think one
of the best ways to start Father’s Day is to spend time with your
Heavenly Father first. So bring the family to worship and 2nd
hour. Then spend the rest of the day doing things your Dad will enjoy.
Men, I know you are already being a big brother, uncle, or grandfather to boys
who are growing up without a father. Thanks for being there for them, and
showing the love of Jesus to them just by spending time with them.
Those Pork Chops were so good and the griller left so many scraps for me.
The ladies also left many cookie crumb for me that I am now an overweight,
old church mouse. When no one is here, I have been running laps in the Great
Hall.
This is a combined June/July newsletter so I will try to share what I know
now but remember other things might get added.
Camp will be starting in June. I hope your children and grandchildren are
going to attend. Please pray for them, Rick Miller and the camp staff.
General Conference will be July 16-19 at Ashland University in Ashland,
OH. Engage for the youth will also take place at the same time. Pray for these
conference and travel for those who will be attending. I am planning on attending if one of the Pastors will let me ride with them. I will stay clear so you
won’t see me.
A big THANK YOU to everyone who is working on the new picture directory. You are doing a great job. They hope to have it done sometime this summer.
Good News, Good News - FBC will not be on vacation. We will have morning worship and 2nd hour every Sunday. Other things like Wednesday Morning Bible Study, Friday Night Coffee and Men’s Prayer Breakfast might
change date so keep in touch with the church so you will know.
I just had a good idea: write the memory verses on 3x5 cards that you can
carry with you wherever you go. When you are taking a break from something, you can review them.
Have a great summer. Keep safe. Keep FBC, it’s members and friends in
your prayers. Attend often. Remember that the bills don’t take a vacation so
please send in your tithes and offerings if you can’t be here.
God bless you,

Benjamin

4909 S. Ironwood Dr.
South Bend, IN 46614
(574) 291-4909
E-mail: firstbrethren@att.net
Return Service Requested

We’re on the web!
firstbrethren.org

"I took my troubles to the LORD; I cried out to him, and He
answered my prayer.”
~ Psalm 120:1

