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From the Pastor’s Office . . .
May is a month about graduations. What is a graduation? It can be defined as:
1. The receiving or conferring of an academic degree or diploma. 2. The action of dividing into degrees or other proportionate divisions on a graduated scale. 3. A mark
on a container or instrument indicating a degree of quantity. Therefore, a Spiritual
Graduation can simply be defined as an individual that is spiritually moving forward
Have you Graduated? Graduated from what? Graduated for who?
First, have you graduated to the point of putting your faith in Jesus Christ? We often forget the importance of this graduation because it is not something we earn, but it
is an advancement from eternal life without Christ to eternal life with Christ (Eph 2:45). This graduation is the most important event ever in anyone’s life. Have you chosen to trust Jesus Christ for forgiveness of sin and follow Him with your life?
Second, have you graduated to a deeper spiritual level in your Spiritual life? Colossians 2:7 says, “Therefore, as
you received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in him, rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you
were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.” We are to be
growing as Christ’s disciples
and moving forward from a
baby drinking milk to a mature adult eating meat according to Hebrews 5:12-14.
Third, have you graduated
to a new calling in God’s
kingdom? Many times God
changes our spiritual ministries and advances us to do
other things in our spiritual
lives. This is not to say that
we have failed God in any
way, but life changes may
occur. Philippians 1:6 says,
“And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” I have learned that for those that are going through a
spiritual change, prayer is the discipline that God desires when we cannot be as active
as earlier in our lives.
One of my favorite verses about graduation is Philippians 3:13-14, “Brothers, I do
not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” We are never called to retire spiritually,
but to move forward spiritually all our days. To accomplish this is to have a passionate relationship with Jesus Christ in meditating on His Word, communing with Him in
prayer, and encouraging the body of Christ.
May I encourage you this month to take a look at your spiritual graduations. Don’t
be content with your past growth but look forward to how you may graduate to a more
glorious spiritual life in Christ. Where is God calling you for His purpose? Keep on
keeping on spiritually for the final graduation of our meeting Jesus Christ face to face.
Remember to sign up for a discipleship class for this summer or fall.
Our desire is to see the FBCSB Body of Christ grow spiritually now and
forever. If you have any needs or questions, please feel free to contact me
at 291-4909 or fyoungen@att.net. Have a glorious month of May.
Graduating in Christ,

Pastor Fred
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Upcoming Events
 Thursday, May 3, National Day of
Prayer, 12-1:00 at FBC or Battel
Center, Mishawaka
 Friday, May 4, Food Pantry
10am-12pm
 Saturday, May 5, Pork Chop
Dinner, 4-7:00pm
 Tuesday, May 8 - ELECTION DAY
 Sunday, May 13 - MOTHER’S
DAY
 Monday, May 14, Board of Education Meeting, 6:30pm
 Friday, May 18, Food Pantry
10a-12p
 Friday, May 18, Friday Night Coffee
Bible Study, 6:30pm
 Saturday, May 19, Men’s Breakfast,
8:00am
 Sunday, May 20, GRADUATION
SUNDAY
 Sunday, May 20, Deacon/
Deaconess Meeting, 12:00pm
 Monday, May 21, Board of Directors Meeting, 6:30pm
 Sunday, May 27, All-Church Picnic,
12:00pm
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May
May Volunteer
Volunteer Schedule
Schedule

SUNDAYS

SUNDAYS

Greeters

Financial Stewards

5- 6
5 - 13
5 - 20
5 - 27

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sally Wagner
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Bev Wolf
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Connie Wood
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Evelyn Zigler

* * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please
contact Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

Hosts
5- 6
5 - 13
5 - 20
5 - 27

Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday
morning guests. Please contact Bev Wolf 251-1244.

5- 6
5 - 13
5 - 20
5 - 27

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter

************************************

MONDAYS

Monday Morning Mailers
5- 7
5 - 14
5 - 21
5 - 29

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod with questions, 298-7223.
*************************************

Nursery
5- 6

9:30am - Cindi Jewett
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

5 - 13

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

5 - 20

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

5 - 27

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing
to help volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.
************************************

Blood Pressure Screening

This will be available on Sunday,
May 27 in the Conference Room next
to the library starting at 10:30am.
Please call Sandy Sherrod at 298-7223 if you are interested in helping with this ministry. Thank you.
**************************************

Friday Night Coffee
May 18, 2018
6:30pm
Please join us for a wonderful time of fellowship
and a great time of discussion on Prophecy.
**************************************

~ MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST will be Saturday,
May 19 at 8:00am. All men are
invited for fellowship, good food
and a time for prayer and Bible
reading.
**************************************

Trustee of the Month - Todd Lange

*************************************

All-Church Picnic Sunday, May 27, 12:00pm
Please come & bring a food
item to share. This is a great time for fellowship
with one another in an informal setting.
*************************************

Trustees Meeting
May 6, 10:50am
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LIBRARY NEWS

MAY CELEBRATIONS

Spring is here and it’s time for every-

Birthdays

one’s favorite, you’ve got it, spring

5/2 - Ricky Baer
5/4 - Annalisa Campbell
5/4 - Valerie Wagers
5/6 - Matt Zuber
5/9 - Hunter-Rae Gilbert
5/13 - Ann Wisniewski
5/14 - Adrianna Ward
5/22 - Karen Carson
5/22 - Cindi Jewett
5/23 - Clara Mossell
5/24 - Dennis Wood
5/26 - Kevin Kohman
5/26 - Pam Jenkins
5/26 - Clara Snyder
5/27 - Misty Austin
5/27 - Jeaniece Bumgardner

cleaning! Well, not the typical spring
cleaning but I will be thinning out the books in the
library again and would like to know if anyone is
interested in helping me out. I won’t be getting to it
until school is out so some of you teenagers that
might be interested should let me know.
Spring is also the time to think about getting into
shape so those summer clothes that have shrunk over
the winter will fit again. There are several books in
265.9 section on diets, eating right, and health tips.

Anniversaries
5/2 - Randy & Paula Freed
5/8 - Todd & Ann Wisniewski
5/10 - Pastor Fred & Janna Youngen
5/14 - Chad & Corinne Freel
5/22 - Kevin & Linda Kohman
5/26 - Robert & Judith Heying
5/28 - Brian & Tracy McKee

Then of course, we have several books throughout
the library on getting your soul and heart in the right
shape. Spring is time for a new beginning, why don’t
you start with reading a good book.

Remember one another!

Suzanne Bush,

Librarian
________________________________

May 6

- Neighborhood Prayer Walk

May 13

- Discussion: “The Case for Christ”

May 20

- El Campito Closet

May 27

- Children’s 2nd Hour Class

If you haven’t been part of this discussion before, you will want to join us.
It is very interesting and very relevant for today!
Invite your friends to join us!
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May Memory Verse
I John 1:9 (ESV) - “If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ”
************************************

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 3, 12-1pm
First Brethren Church
~ or ~
Battel Center,
904 N. Main St., Mishawaka
***********************************

This Mother’s Day and
during the month of
May, don’t forget to
thank the women in your life and in our church that have had
an impact on you. Let them know that their godly example has
been a blessing to you and you appreciate them.
We appreciate all the women in our church family (mothers or not) who faithfully serve our God
and the family of First Brethren Church!
*********************************************************

Stamp out Hunger Food Drive
Saturday May 12
If you are interested in helping, please contact Brandy Love at the Food Bank
(574) 232-9986 ext. 137. See the kiosk by the office for positions needing to be filled.
We earn free food for our Food Pantry for everyone that helps.

Congratulations to our graduates
~ High School Graduates ~

Future Plans

Angel English

Indiana State Univ. - studying

John Adams High School, SB

Communications & Legal Studies
Trey Gilbert

Penn-Harris-Madison HS

Christopher Martinez

SB Career Academy / The Excel Center

~ College Graduates ~
Joshua Youngen

Bachelor of Arts in Music - Classical Guitar, Moody Bible Institute
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June
Volunteer Schedule
Schedule
May Volunteer

SUNDAYS

SUNDAYS

Greeters

Financial Stewards

6- 3
6 - 10
6 - 17
6 - 24

6- 3
6 - 10
6 - 17
6 - 24

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Kathi Ginter
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Arthur Barry
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sherrie Benko
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Karen Carson

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter

* * * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please
************************************
contact Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

************************************

Monday Morning Mailers

Hosts
6- 3
6 - 10
6 - 17
6 - 24

Bev Wolf
Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday
morning guests. Please contact Bev Wolf, 251-1244.
************************************

Nursery
6- 3

MONDAYS

9:30am - Cindi Jewett
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

6 - 10

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

6 - 17

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

6 - 24

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing
to help volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.
*********************************************

Blood Pressure Screening
This will be available on Sunday,
June 24 in the Conference Room
next to the library starting at 10:30am.
Please call Sandy Sherrod at 298-7223 if you are interested in helping with this ministry. Thank you.
*************************************

Trustee of the Month - Rich Hollister
************************************

6- 4
6 - 11
6 - 18
6 - 25

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod, 298-7223 with questions.
**************************************

Friday Night Coffee
June 8 - 6:30pm
Please join us for a great
time of fellowship and discussion on Prophecy.
**************************************

Men’s Prayer Breakfast will
be Saturday, June 16 at
8:00am. We hope many of you
men will make time to be there
to encourage one another and enjoy good fellowship.
**************************************

Trustees Meeting
June 3, 10:50am
**************************************

FLAG DAY
Thursday June 14, 2018

************************************

SPECIAL BLESSING TO ALL YOU WONDERFUL LADIES
Wishing all ladies a Happy Mother’s Day, May 13. Because I am a male mouse,
the only advice I am going to give is to come to worship and 2nd hour before
you spend the rest of your day doing something special for the ladies in your
life.
Ladies, you are already being a big sister, Aunt, Grandmother to single mothers and other ladies all year round. A big Thank you and I ask you to keep up the
good work. Remember, you are showing the love of Jesus by your actions.

May 3 is the National Day of Prayer. Please try to come to the church or one of
the community services. Whatever you do, pray for our country.
Being a mouse, I can’t vote but you can. Remember May 8 is Primary Election
Day. You will be voting for people who will be on the ballot in the Fall. Indiana
will be voting for a Senator this year besides Congressmen.
Pork Chops, Pork Chops, I love those chops. May 5 is the date. I hope everyone signed up to help. If not, come anyway. Don’t forget the cookies. And when
people tell you how they love those chops, tell them we will have a dinner again
in September.
We will be honoring our high school and college graduates on May 20. I know
there will be bags to put cards into and something was said about cake at Fellowship time. I don’t want to forget anybody so be sure to tell us who you are. I
know the list will be printed elsewhere.
As you know, I love to eat so I am excited that we will be having an all-Church
carry-in picnic on Sunday, May 27 after 2nd hour. Save the date and be sure to
stay and bring lots of food. It will be a good time of food, fellowship and fun.
Good news, if you haven’t signed up for a Discipleship Class, it is not too late.
Pray for the classes and please become a part of one. You will be contacted with
the details.
School will be out before we know it so thank you to Jan, Brian and everyone
else who helped with the Hay School weekend bags. And please pray for kids
that they will have food this summer.
Be in prayer for Camp Shipshewana, Rick Miller and the staff. Encourage your
kids and grandkids to go to camp. Do all you can to make sure the kids get to
go. Grandparents, do you know there is a weekend Grandcamp?
Well, Memorial Day weekend is the unofficial beginning of summer. Take time
to enjoy each other. Remember that FBC will not be on vacation. We will have
worship and 2nd hour every Sunday. Come as much as you can. Keep in touch.
Pray for each other. And remember, the bills don’t take a vacation so send your
tithes and offerings if you can’t come.
God bless you,

Benjamin

4909 S. Ironwood Dr.
South Bend, IN 46614
(574) 291-4909
E-mail: firstbrethren@att.net
Return Service Requested

We’re on the web!
firstbrethren.org

..."The Lord your God is kind and merciful. He will not turn away from
you if you come back to him."
~ II Chronicles 30:9

Mark your calendars now for the

SPRING PORK CHOP DINNER
Saturday, May 5, 2018
4:00—7:00pm
Carry-Out Dinners only
Meal Incudes: Grilled Pork Chop, Potato Salad,
Baked Beans, Applesauce & Cookies

Tickets are $10.00 each
You can call the church at 291-4909
for more information.

